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To my Long Known, Greatly E xpe= 


rienced, and Highly Honoured 
and Valued Friend, Joan 
W niTE, Eſq; Together with 
His Worthy Progeny, the Author 
 wiſheth all Grace, Mercy and 
Peace, from God the Father, 
and from our Lord Feſus Chriſt, 


\ 


the Son of the Father. 
i 5 


Fa HIS Dedication doth not 


| preſent it ſelf to You to flat- 
> ter You. I well know Youto 


be of too ſerious a Spirit to be taken 


with Complements, or with the 
Flouriſhes of Words; andY ouas well 
know who ſaid; and what I muſt 


not forget, I know not to give Hattering 


A 2 Titles 


We * 


The 3 | Evifle yp en 
Titles, left in ſo doing, my Maker ſhould 5 


ſoon take me away, Job 32. 22. Yet 


muſt not the Laws of Gratitude, 
Truth and Duty, be violated by me, 
whilſt I am in the Proſpect of Sing 
Good thereby to others, even to 
the preſent Age, and to future Ge- 


_ nerattons, 


| You have been 3 in Your 


repeated Publick Truſts in Parlia- 
ment, and in ſome other Private 
ones well known to me; where 
in You have obtained a good Re- 
port for Wiſdom, Diligence, and 
Impartial Faithfulneſs, from all 


unbiaſſed Perſons, and from the 
Iruth it elk. 


Of — Decorumns. in- Your Fa- 


mily, and in Your other Converſa- 


tion, 1 have been (in great part, 


even for ſeveral Years) an Eye- 


Witneſs; 5 and Your ſucceſsful Edu. 
cation 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
cation of Your ſo Exemplary Pro- 
geny, inall things fit to make them 
Commendable and Lovely in the 
Sight of God and Man, and Ser- 
viceable in their different Stations 
and Capacities in this their Day, 
is very evident to all acquainted 
with them. And to this I am no 


Stranger, nor herein a Flatterer. 


| Herein both they, and I my ſelf, 
as a Witneſs for both Them and 


You, may ſafely bear the teſt, 


Bigotries, Flames and Scuffles, 
about thoſe lower Things, where- 
in mutual Forbearances are re- 
quir'd for the Sake of Peace and 
Love, and for the Advantages 
which Truth and Holineſs may 
get thereby, have ever been ab- 
horred by You, and they are ſo 
by me ; and the God, and Prince, 
and Spirit of Peace, deteſt them. 
To kindle Flames to make Men 

Ly: run. 


The 2E alle n 


run away from one another, and 
then tocall them Schiſmaticks who 

do ſo, tho the Seven Unifying Principles 
mentioned in Eph. iv. 47. be 
predominantly powerful in them, 
this is what 1 rey the Guilt 
and Practice of, 


It I ought to love a Diſſenting 
Brother, tho' differing from me 
in Sentiments and Practices, con- 
ſiſting with an Heavenly Mind 
and Life, and with the Energies 
and Beauties of Divine Inſtituted 
Worſhip, I ever ſhall conclude that 
there is moſt of ſinful Schiſm, 
where there is leaſt of truly Chri- 
{tian Love. 


But, Sir, our - Health 
and Vigor ſhould ever mind us 
of our near (and perhaps inſtant) 
Change. And now tis high time 
for ſolemn Thought about our 


moſt 


The Epiſtle Dedicutory. 


mo! Important Matters, and for 
our ſerious Reflections upon the 
Times which have paſſed over us, 
and our Improvement of them, 
- which amount to ſuch a Multi- 
tude of Days as have not been 
the Lot of many (known and un- 
| known to us), who have breathed 
their firſt and laſt, ſince we firſt 
entred into this Degenerate and 
Miſerable World. We have much 
of our Race yet to run, and but 
a little time for what thereof re- 
mains. Repent we muſt of what 
hath been amiſs ; our preſent Pur- 
poſes, Frame and Courſes, muſt 
be ſeverely minded, and well or- 
dered; and as to what remains, 
this may cut out more Work for 


Head and Heart, and call for 


greater Wiſdom, Holineſs and Re- 
ſolution, than we are yet poſſeſ- 
ſed of, or can, by trifling, attain 

unto. Whence I preſent you here 
| A 4 with 


8 Are: ere rn ee A ee Wet ee © 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
with that Account of our Chriſti- 
an Race, and Patience in 1t, and 
Encouragement for it, which I 


have endeavoured to derive from 


this ſo very excellent Chapter nc now 
mitted on by, 


8. 


5 July 
28. 79 EEE 


Your Humble Servant, 


M. Sylveſter, 


1 0 


** 
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Candid Reader. - 


I T will be no great Surprize to me if ſome Rea- 
ders ſhall paſs their Cenſures upon my thus ap- 

pearing from the Preſs ;, and that upon this Chapter 
whereon I now treat. Becauſe, 1. The Chapter re- 
quires a deeper Thought and finer Eye than mine. 
2. It hath engaged more Judicious and Elegant 


Pens than I can pretend mine to be. But I have 


this to ſay : ] have been urged by ſeveral, for ſome 
Nears paſt, to bring this forth to publick View, and 
their Fe have been rejected by me; but 
it was at laſt extorted from me, and preſented unto 
thy View, whoſe Candor I requeſt, tho I cannot ex- 
pect thy Commendation. To the Hungry even the 
courſer Fare is ſweet. 9585 | 

$ I. Theſe Meditations were finiſhed by me, 
Octob. 30. 1680. and were only deſigned for a 
mall, but loving aud attentive, Auditory, to whom 

| they were delivered from the Pulpit 5 and they 
have ever ſence lain by me as determined to ap- 
pear no more. But ſince they are thus wreſted from 
me, why may I not hope that they may be as Milk 
for Babes in Chriſt, tho' they may be leſs uſeful to 
more improved Chriſtians £ 

The III. 


\ 


To the Candid Reader. 

F III. I cannot call or think my ſelf preſump- 
tuous or arrogant, if I hope that this (perhaps my 
Legacy, and) Memorial may be grateful to ſome of 
ny 2 Auditors, Relatives and Acquaintance, 

when I am in the ſilent Duſt. I have great Reaſon 
to expect my Change continually. My other Self 
was called away both from the World and me in 
haſte, Why may not her Cup and Lot be quickly 
mine? And when I am taken hence, this mean 
and ſmall Diſcourſe may ſurvive me, and be 
looked on by them as a Witneſs of what I would 
have left with them, had mine Abilities been but 
commenſurate with my Deſires towards and for 
them, and with their Deſerts from me. May they be 
my rejoicing, and [ theirs, in that ſo great and ſo- 
lemm Day of Chriſt, ſo near, and of ſuch vaſt Con- 
ſequence to us all ! The Books and Sermons of 
_ Chriif's Miniſters give us the livelieſt and moſt 
genuine Ideas and Repreſentations of their abſent 
Selves, as their Memorials with us. | 
F FIV. The great Deſian of this Chapter 3s to 
eſtabliſh us in our Chriſtian Faith, to engage us in 
the Chriſtian Race and Courſe, to reconcile us to 
the Dijſficulties which do, and which cannot but at- 
tend it, more or leſs, to all ſucceeding Generations; 
and to acquaint us with our manifold and mighty 
Obliczations and Encouragements hereunto and 
ſo to quicken us, to make our beſt Improvement of 
that bleſſed State whereunto our Lord hath brought 
us, wherein he will be with us, whereby he hath ſo 
dignified and advanced us above the Few, as ſuch, 
under the Myſaic Diſpenſation, and thro and from 
, Ss which 


/ 


To the Candid Reader. 

which he will tranſlate us to his Father, and to 

hinſelf in Glory, | . 
$ V. Whoever reads and minds this Chapter 
ſeriouſly, will very clearly ſee that great things are 
incumbent on all that are bound for Heaven, aud 
that are conſigned by God and Chriſt to Glory. 
| They are to mind the Cloud about them, the Race 
ſet before them, Jeſus the Author and Finiſher o 
the Faith, and the great Inſtance, Patron, Exem- 
plar, and Encourager 7 regular and ſucceſsful Run- 
ning 'of this Race. And all this muſt be conſide- 
rately heeded, to encourage our Perſeverance to the 
end. Great Trials muſt be reckoned on, prepared 
for, ſubmitted to, and well improved by us. And 
the propoſed Inducements and Encouragemenes de- 
liberately pontlered on, wiſely applied, and uſed to 

our practical Advantage. | 
F VI. It is in and from this Chapter evident, 
neither Nature nor its God, as ſuch, is here for- 
gotten or neglected by the great Author and Pa- 
tron of the engl ven Faith. The uſe of humane 
Faculties and Performances is not here laid aſide, 
at any way derogatory to, or inconſiſtent with the 
Riches of Free Grace. We have our Province to 
regard, as God and Chriſt have theirs. It is their 
Right, not ours, to be obeyed and ſubmitted to. 
muſt be uſed, diſciplined and ſaved in ways 
congenial with, and attempered to his rational and 
relative Make and Frame as to his Maker and 
Redeemer. Free-Grace is the Grace of God. Om- 
nipotence and Arbitrarineſs are now due Nepreſen- 
tations of God, conſidered abſtractedly from his 
Wiſdom, 


To the Candid Reader. 
Wiſdom, Juſtice aud Goodneſs. God; is Loving, 
but not Fond  Omnipotent, but not Cruel; Abſo- 
lute, but not Injurious; Wiſe, but not Crafty, nor 
Inpoſing upon the Weakneſſes of his Creatures ; 
nor any way forgetfur of them, whilſt juſtly mind- 
ful of himſelf. He doth and will regard 
the Honour and Authority of his Throne and Scep- 
ter, whilſt placed on his Mercy-Seat. His Goſ- 
pel Kingdom, when received by us, calls yet for 
Reverence and Godly Fear under this Apprehenſion, 
that even our God, (who hath placed us in this 
Goſpel Kingdom) is a conſuming Fire. Our 
perfect Love caſts out the Fear of Man, but not of 
God. Heaven is not a State of Saucineſs and 
Rudeneſs, tho of moſt congruouſiy intimate Fel- 
lowſhip with the God of Heaven, and with the 
Prince of Glory there. Chriſt ordered his Diſci- 
ples to fear the deſtrudtive Power of his Father, 
Mat. 1c.28. Grace caſts not off the Sence of 
Majeſty, nor our juſt Veneration thereunto. No 
can I tell any one Attribute or Leiter of the ” agg 
of God that Chriſt or Grace thro' him can any 
may eclipſe. I have ſometime thought ( when 1 

have read the Four Evangeliſts ) that Chriſt was 
apprehenſive, that Men, in and by their pretended 
Love to him, would quiteSorget his Father, and 
terminate their Honour and AﬀeFions in the Son; 
which Chriſt appears ſolicitous to prevent, and 
more abundantly and expreſly in Joh. xiv. xv, xvi, 
Xii. and this I could copiouſly and cogently demon- 
ſtrate from the forementioned Places, and elſe- 
where abundantly, could I forget the Limits of a 
A 8 VII. 
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To the Candid Reader. 

FS VII. The equivocal Uſes of humane artifici- 
al Names and Terms have produced great Mi- 
ſtakes and Heats, Diſputes and Conflict. It hath 
been warmly agitated and conteſted, to our A 

| proach and Diſadvantage, whether the Goſpel be 
a Law or not; and yet how many Precepts are 
there in this Chapter? Are we not ordered to Run 
the Race ſet before us? v. 1. To look up unto. 
Jeſus? To follow Holineſs and Peace? Ver. 14. 
Not to refuſe him that ſpeaks ? Ver. 25. To ſerve 
God acceptably? Ver. 28. And all this as and 

| becauſe we are come to Sion? But was this before 
we left our God? Or when Judaiſm prevailed ? 
A King (and ſuch is Chriſt) without a Law? A 
Scepter ? And that no Inſtrument and Emblem of 
Authority 2 If Chriſt only declar'd his Father's 
Mind, wherein lyes the Difference betwixt his 

, Kingly and Prophetic Office“ Under Law to him 

that bath no Law? Goſpel and Law, theſe are 
both Scripture Terms, and of a ſtated Sence, with 

God, and rendred intelligible to #s : Aud bad 

our own invented Terms of Condition, Inſtru- 

ment, Gc. been laid aſide, we had had fewer 

Conteſts, and more Peace and Love amongſt us. 
T take the Goſpel to be the Doctrinal Tidings and 
Tenders of Divine Grace, Mercy and Peace, to 
Man, in very deep Compaſſions to him in his 
revolted State and Frame; and all this for the 

Sake, under the Conduct, Care and Government of 
his only Son 10 Chriſt our Lord, that God in all 
things might be glorified in Chrift, and Chriſt in 
him, in that according to the Will of God, Mar 
| | N as 
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To the Candid Reader. 


is reduced again to the Image, Preſence, Favour 


and Fellowſhip of his God; and this in « . 


may of Conduif, Government and Grace, N 
ſo exquiſitely ſuited to Humane Faculties, as to 


eder all that come to God by Chriſt capable of, : 


encouraged by, and priviledged with their Maker's 
and Redeemers Euge and Reward, to univerſally + 


7 
- ws 


— 7 
* 


Juſt Satisfaction in the Great and Solemn Day 7 


Chriſt, to the full Confuſion of the great Enemy of - 
| Mankind, and to the abſolute Silencing, and even 


Self-Condemnation of all Refuſers of the Grace, 


and Rebels to the Kingdom and Government = 


the Lord Redeemer Jeſus Chriſt. Now if all this 


be not Goſpel, then 3s it no good News from 


Heaven. And if good News, why then not Goſ- 
pel? If contained or diſcernable in this Chapter, 


why not pertinent and conſiderable here? For here 


are, 1. Man, the compaſſionable Object. A Sinner, 


full of ContradiFion to him, who came from God 


to ſave him; attended with Weights to hinder hir 


Return to God, apt to be weary in and of his Way 


to Heaven, and ready to prophane his greateſt Pri- 


 wiledges, by ſelling them for Trifles, as more con- 


cerned to ſerve and ſave his Body than his Soul. 
2. Here js God compaſſionating this miſerable Crea- 


ture; and that, ſuitably to his Miſeries. He muſt 


ſee his Race and Prize, and what relates thereto, 
and ſo have Light to guide him. He muſt be com- 
manded and obliged to run it, and ſo obſerve his 


Maſter's Will. He muſt have ſomething to encou- 


rage him, viz. the Promiſed Prize, and be warned 


od 


1 8 — — * . 
To the Candid Reher. 
of bis e to it. And, 3. Here 3s Jeſus, 


tile Author and Finiſher of the Faith, which muſt 


"OW" us of our End and Way; direct us to and 


in our Choice and Courſe; encourage ws to and in 


our Race that 3s ſet before ut; and bring us of 


ſucceſsfully, and with Honour. Jeſus, who had 
his Eye ſo much upon, his Heart ſo much in, and 
his Reſolution ſo much fixed for Heaven, as to ac- 


count his Throne, and his Right-hand Selſion there, 


his Joy; and whoſe Proſpect hereof did ſo invigo- 
rate and. preſerve his exemplary Patience; and 
that to the ſo great Enconragement and Benefit of all 
his Followers in this their ſtated Race. Jeſus, the 


| Mediator of the NewCovenant whoſe Blood of ſprink- 
lung ſpeaks better things than _— Abel; and 


that Jeſus,whoſe Voices once ſhook the Earth. end pro- 


miſed toſhake (not only the Earth, but alſo) Heaven, 
once more, for the Introduction and Eſtabliſhment of æ 
E nk 2g and laſting Oeconoury, and who therefore 


peaks to us all from Heaven, as there enthro- 


ned and entruſted Kut all the Affairs of Heaven 


and Earth. 4. TheEnd of all this 3s, that God 
might be glorified in Chriſt, and Chriſt in him, 


thro the whole Courſe and Compaſs of this great Af- 


fair in Hand, viz. The fitting of an holy Seed for 

God, an bringing of them ſafe to him in Glory. 

Aud is not this good News and Goſpel to s? 
Can we imagine it to be becoming God and Chriſt 
to love us better than they do each other, or them- 
ſelves? What ! muſt our Reverence and Obedi jence 
to Majeſty and Authority quite be laid afide, meer- 


1 to 2 * from what would be diſtreſſing 


To the Candid Reader. 
to our ſelfiſh ſelves ? O that it were but well conſi- 
dered, that ſome Mens DoGrinal Principles do not 
allow that reverential Regard unto the Authority of 
Chriſt, which all acknowledge due to Earthly Mo- 
narchs, or to their own Parents : They have ac- 
knowledged Power to command us; and hath 
| Chrift none? The Goſpel calls our regular obſer- 
wving of their Pleaſure, Obedience to them, Tit. 
3.1. Eph.6. 1. Heb. 13. 17. Hath Chrift en- 
Jjoin'd us nothing? And is it not Obedience to do 
and be what he requires of us ? Luk. 6. 46,—49. 
Have they Authority over us, and muſt Chriſt have 
none? Chriſt is the Brightneſs of his Father's Glo- 
ty, and the expreſs (haracter or Image of his Per- 

ſon; but is that Image genuine and lively, which 
hath no Impreſs of Rectoral Authority? 1955 
Here is, 4. The regular Management of this 
 bjs conſigned and accepted Truſt and Enterprize. 
God's Image is to be repaired to fit us for his Pre- 
fence ;, when in this Preſence we muſt be capable of 
_ Fellowſhip with him; therefore this Fellowſhip mul 

le well underſtood by us. It cannot include or in- 

ſinuate a Peerage with him in his Glory, nor Sau- 
cineſs or Rudeneſs in his Preſence, but all reciprocal . 
Satis factions in the endearing Repreſentation: of 
God's Heart and ours to one another, with all it 
Teſtimonies of unalterable Complacency in each other. 
In order hereunto they muſt have Light for Conduct, 


aud Government to keep them orderly, and Grace 


to make them ſerious and chearſul in their endea- 
voured Return to God. All this muſt wiſely be at- 
tempered to their rational Make and Conſtitution. 

N | ö 
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" of Concernment auſt be ſet before ches 
an their proper Light or Evidence. Things E- 
ligible aut be offered to them, as e 


1 better than what hath drawn, or keeps Mex 


of from God and Chriſt ʒ and Helps 80 In- 
Huences muſt be ſo afforded them by the Spirit 
and Means of Grace, as that they may be con- 
| _ in Holy Habits ; and thus be hept in 
their continual Dependencies on God in ihe 1 
De and due Improvements of all thoſe uſe efal 
Lei, which the Holy Spirit will latediy 
attend where-ever ' the Goſpel is  _— A . 

tho in ſuch various Degrees as fbull oo r 

for, aud Proof of the Prerogative — of God, 
in  difliguiſhing wiſhing Men from Men, as Soveraians” 


= commodated to their Capacities and Concerns, as 

| Candidates for Eternal Glory, as that they m 
be commended and rewarded at the lait by 2 
great Lord and , 4 having . robin 
70 the Prince aud Ways of Mere a 
all their former Leagues iberewithb; as free At- 
* F the — and diſpenced on, E) 

| God in Chriſt; as faithfid Ne 

Laub; and. as pradicall true to. all the 2 bis 


Devil e Month be.ſtopt, 


Government by exqui) great; (Gif r Wiſdom 


= Holineſs and Kindneſs e the Sow of "Me, 


5. 6f Glory, con ee 
2 x worthy of bis Father "and vimſelf _ 
1 VIII. 
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Wildan foal think, fit. All this muit be jo 4 


and Intereits. of his King Hom. ee 1 | 
Enemies be folenced, the Glory of God 7 Nave and 
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To the Candid Reader. 


3. That his: declared Pleaſure about what we 


are to do, bear aud bb, and to expect according to 


his Order, is his Law. 4. That our not doing what 


he commands, as to the Matter; as he commands, | 
e to the Manner; and becauſe be commands 
it, as to the Motive aud Reaſon ; and for tbe 


commanded Purpoſes, as the end; will forfeit 
his Favour, and incurr his Diſpleaſure for ever. 
J. That Heaven and Hell, with the Foretaſtes 
thereof, and what Genuinely, and by Inſtituti- 


on relates thereto, ir the reſolved Expreſſion and 


Effet of bis Love or Wrath ; and that f, 


Nature, as rational, is not congruonſly governed 
but by Hopes and Fears excited and influenced 


by Promiſes and Threatnings in their apt re- 
ferences to what concerns the End and Way. i 
7. That Man in his degenerate and weakned 
State muſt have anſwerable Helps (which God | 
* by Chriſt hath provided) to make that feaſi- 7 
2 where-ever. the Goſpel comes, which would 
be otherwiſe . impoſſible to them for I cannot | 
tonceive otherwiſe how ſuch a Creature as Man F 
can be capable of Government or Judgment, or | 
of being blamed for refuſing, or commended for: 
receiving what. is offered and enjoined him by * 
Chriſt in the Goſpel. 8. That the Law which | 
was to go ont of Sion, under which. we are to 


= VIII. As to the Goſpel its being called a 
Law; I cannot but believe that, 1. Chriſt n 
an enthroned King. 2. That he hath a King- 
dom, and that the whole Creation is ſuch. 


AN 
2 
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i Io the Candid Reader. 
'a (pbriſt, and which is excluſiue of boaſting, mut 
ix be ſomething diſtin® from the Law of Inno- 
8 cence, or of Moles, and to be preferred there- 
>. to. 9. That the Term Law was not the caſual 
we Drop of an Inadvertent haſty Pen, when appli- 
% ell to Faith, in Rom. iii. 27. but choſen by the 
nat inſpired Apoſtle, as moit ſubſervient to his Pur- 
dr, © Poſe in that Chapter and Epiſtle. Neither Jews 
ids nor Romans, nor St. Paul himſelf, were un- 
the | acquainted with the Nature of Moral Govern- 
feit ment, nor with the fitteſt Terms relating there- 
unto; nor was this Term uſed by him without 


YZ dSagacity and Deſan. TEN. 
SIX. I humbly conceive that the ſame Ju- 
3 ſtrument of gracious Government may bear its 
* different Names and CharaGers, or Titles, upon 
7 different Accounts. Such as Laws, Statutes, 
= Judgments, Teſtimonies, Covenant, Teſtament, &c. 
But Law, Covenant, and Teſtament, being 
Terms uſed in the Writings of the Evangeliſt s 
and Apoſtles, Cas alſo Goſpel 3s) theſe are but 
' different, yet very conſiſtent, and providently 
uſeful Repreſentations of Chriſt's Government of 
Men, in order to their being fitted' for, and 
their being brought to Heaven with Univerſal 
„ Honour and Advantage, 1 Pet, i. 7. Chriit, 
6 a King, exalted by his Father to his Univer- 
for al Throne, fixes his Royal Inſtitutions and Rules 
f . Gracious Government, and proclaims them 
from his Throne, as Words 2 and 
ot of precarious Nequeſt to Men, an as Mat. 
SY LS a 2 5 ters 
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To the Candid Reader. | 

by ibem ar 
not, Luk. xix. 27. 2 Theſ. 1. 8. And thus 
his Pleaſure commanding our practical Regard 
thereto, is well expreſs'd by Law. Ac this Law 


is attended with Promiſes to encourage our Con- 


S&* 3 ACS I 


ſent thereto, and propoſes Articles of Agreement 


betwixt God and ws, in order to Remiſſion, Accep- 
tance and Salvation, and all amicable Inter- 
courſe. for time to come, upon our Reception of 
his Offers; ſo it 3s called a Covenant. As this 


_ ts ratified and entailed by the Death of Chriſt 


upon ws, and takes not Place, till thus beyueath- 
ed and confirmed, it bears the Name of Teſta- 
ment, for this Teſtament and Covenant great- 
hy differ. A Teſtament requires but One Will 
to convey a Right, a Covenant Two. That takes 
no Place till the Teſtator die; but no Cove- 


nant can be entred into, unleſs both Partie, be 


alive togetber. The Death of the Teſtator puts 
a Period to his Right to what he gives; the 
right then paſſes quite away unto the Legatee ; 
but Covenanters hold their agreed Rights whilſt 
they are both alive together. 4 Teſtament, as 


ſuch, cannot oblige the Legatee to accept his Le- 


gacy 5 but both the Couenanters ſtand bound 
to perform their Articles when agreed upon 
and fealed. But the Gojpel may be both, viz. 
A Teſtament ard & Covenant, which Put- 
tend. maintains in his Jus Feciale, Div. 
Pag. 167, 168. and neither Law, Covenant 
or Teſtament, ſuſſciently. expreſs the thing 


aw, 


( 


Io the Candid Reader. 


diane. And Laſtly, As the whole Chriftian Occs- 


imports ſuch vat and undeſerved Benefits 


Y fo Mew from their once incenſed, but nom recon- 
ceiled God in Chriſt, ſo it is Goſpel. And when 


any Man can prove that any part of Chriſtian Theo- 


2 cracy (ſuch as Chriſtian Conduct, Government and 
3 Salvation) doth not redound unto our vaſt Advan- 
tages throngh the rich Grace of God by Chriſt, iben 
will I grant that Goſpel 7s no proper Term for that 
Part, but it is Mercy, that Chriit's Will muſt go- 
dern ws. When St. Mark begins with an deyn it 
7 *gpayyeaid—The beginning of the Goſpel of Je- 


ſus Chriſt the Son of God, Mar. i. x. Doth he 
intend by this only to treat upon pardoning of wha# 
is paſt ? Keeping Men meerly from infernal Tors 


2 tures 2 Or onlythe Doctrine of Free Grace by Je- 
us Chriſt, without Regard had to him, as to the 
only Son of God ? And what doth the Son of God 
import in Scripture Language? Not only his eteys 
nal Generation; his ſupernatural Incarnation; 


his miraculous" Reſurrectiom; and his inheriting 
all things in Heaven and Earth: But his Uni- 
verſal Empire, Throne, and Juriſclictioan, ant 


Dominion. Hereof the Glory ſhines moit emi- 


nently in hir Goſpel, Church and Kingdom, in this 
World, as God's did by the Hand of Moſes andAa- 


ron, and their Succeſſors in the Jewiſh Polity aua 


3 Churchhood. Aud hencewe find this Paſſage, The 
'Z Goſpel of the Kingdom of God, Mar.i.r4. Com- 


pare that with 1 Tim: vii 3. I 3s the great Charter 
of this Kingdom. It is that whereon this King- 


Io the Candid Reader. 
dom is founded and erected, whereto it is de, 
bvered, as to its Mould, and Type, and Rule, ta 
be. obeyed by it, Rom. vi. 17. xvi. 25, 26. Heb, , 
xii. 28, 29. and by which it muſt be judged at 
Laff. And is it not good News, and Goſpel, to 
be told that God hath given us a King, ſo Great, 


Wiſe, Kind aud Gracious, ( ſee Iſa. ix. 6, 7.) to 


xeign over us; one that will govern ws by ſuch © 
Laws as will beſt expreſs his Name and Grace, 

and be moit pleaſing to his Will, and be mot 
gratefully ſubſervient to his moſt merciful Deſeens 
upon us, in reſcuing us from our greateſt Ene- 
avies and Bondage, in healing and perfecting our 
dliſtemper d and defective Faculties, and in bring-. 
ing us effeFually to all the Beauties, Benefits and 
Pleaſures of Holy Order? Conſider well Tit. ii. 
11,14. 2 Pet. i. 3,—11. Now muſt not the 
Goſpel of our Saluation, Eph. i. 13. import and 
include all that relates thereto & What are we to be 


ſaved from? Only from Pain and Horror? How 
1. os this carried on by Chrift and God, and by their | 
Miniſters and Inſtitutions ?. Only by Promiſes and | 
ford Love? Hath Chrift enjoined us nothing to be, 


to do, to bear, to improve to ſome great Purpoſes, 
and to expect, and reckon on, and ny to 
aFnate? Such are my Spiritual Weakneſſes. and 
Irrezularities, if left alone, as that, had I not 
Cbriſt from God to teach and govern me, tho 


Heaven were opened before me, were I not at- 


tempered to the Work and Joys thereof, by Chriſt's 
fo gracious Lams and Government, I am ſure it 


would be no Heaven to me. FR. 


ůnauot be charged upon me; and that the Candid Rea. 
deer will put no harſh Conſtructions on any thing, ei- 
tßber in this Preface, or in the whole enſuing Book: 


For he may intimately aſſure himſelf, that whatever - 


ws | 

common Go 
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To the Candid Reader. 


LY F X. But I ſhall ſay no more about theſe Ma- 
ber“ here; and having drawn up this, not with 


that accuracy which the Caſe requires and deſerves, 


F | becauſe of my want of Abilities and Leiſure, I muiÞ 


requeſt my Reader to be Candid and Gentle in 
his Cenſures; and inform him further of this 


Truth, viz. That this Treatiſe was finiſhed above \ 


20 Tears agon 3 I hope the Errors of the Preſs will 


therein may appear defeFive, to his finer and 2 
ing 


founder Intellect and Thought, yet is there not 


but what being taken, as it i meant, and now ex» 


ö | poſed to publick View, may be for his, and for the 


28. 1702. 


_ M. Sylveſter, 
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1. the Preface, page iii. line 31. read no du 
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I proach. In the Book, p. 6. 1. 6. r. Succumbencies ; p. 7. I. 5. r. 
{ 7's P 7. J. 32. T. Racers; 76.1.5. r. their; p. 12. l. 20. f. or 
| 3 


reJe 


p. 206. |. 7. r. Former; p. 114. J. 17. r. upon his Heart; l. 29. r.Mea- 
« 117. |. 14. r. after this (.) J. 22. r. Defeclions; p. 119. l. 3. r. 

. G P. 124. I. 13. r. his Throne; p. 126.1 7. . Breaft. 

Plate I. 15. Fears; p. 128. J. 18. r. Spirit; p. 130. l. 15. r. dies; 

p. 13 1. |. 19. r. for; p. 13 2. J. 30. r. acqueſted; p. 134. 1. 

that, r. in the; 1. 21. r. Reſiſtances; p. 137. I. 28. r. Groves; 1. 35s; 

r. they ʒ p. 139. l. 26. r. beas; p, 141. I. 5. r. as due; p. 145. l. 3. r. 


Jures from; p. 115. I. 19. r. nor how; p. 116+ I. 15. r. they muſt; 


J whercin; p. 146. l. 29. f. ff; p. 147. J. 33. I. is his; 


p. 148. l. 3. r. and therefore he beſt knows what Words are fitteſt 
to be; J. 11. r. mitigate; I. 25. f. 3. p. 150.4, 11. r. the Spirit; p. 
256. J. 3. 1. an holy; P. 159. l. 34 dele and; p. 163. l. 15. r. then 
this Day; p. 171. I. II. r. would; J. 21. r. this; p. 188. ]. 5. r. 


Power; l. 15. r. even Moſes; 1.28. r. Fears; I. 35. r. 12. 11. I. 38. 


5 1. Fer. 24. 5. p. 189. I. 2. T. ſtartling; p. 190. J. 19. r. 10, 27. 1. 


7, r. correct; p. 191. I. 23. r. Fer. 8. 6. I. 28. r. in; p. 192. l. 3. 
7 Conveniencies requires; 530. to look for Düpenſations aa 
ſueh Chaſtnings as muſt redreſs; p. 194. l. 27. f. expreſſive; 1. 
r. leaſt taſte; 1. 36. dele by; p. 195. J. 20. r. and not keep; 
25. r. get theſe things ; p. 196. 1. 23. r. fixed on; p. 198. 1, 22. 

r. in the Poſſeſſion ; p. 200. l. 24. r..roughneſs or en; p. 205. 1. 36. 
r. for; p. 210.1. 36. dele re, lapſed ; p. 212.1. 13. r. this; p. 214. 
1. 35. T. Caſes; p. 223. J. 3. r. Ichabod; p. 224. l. 3 5. dele for you 
vo bear the Trial; p. 227. JI. 17. r. on in this; p. 220. J. 11. r. ever; 
P- 232. |. 17. f. pray, r. probe; p. 234.1. 17. r. he; p. 23 5. 1. 36. 
dele ing; p. 23% l. 28. r. afflicts; p. 240.1. 30. r. brings ws; p. 
242. J. 33. dele 0; p. 244- J. 20. dele how; p. 254. 1. 4. T. Stock; 
I. 31. r. they; J. 32. r. our; p. 257. I. 10. r. your; p. 272. J. 27. r. 
thereon; p. 273. J. 22. . roots; p. 274. I. 8. r. Jays; p. 276. I. 24. 


r. to an higher; p. 278. l. 33. T. Mechanick; p. 280. J. 34. r. from 


em! p. 282. l. 34. r. have you; p. 285. I. 20. dele more; p. 288. 


Ra. 7. and will; 1. 22. r. Nature (:) p. 291. l. 12. r. Slaves; p. 
294. I. 34. r. han to; p. 300. I. 8. f. livelieſt; p. 305 1. 22. r. 


due apt; p. 310. I. 18. r. its; p. 31 1. I. 30. r. Afflictions; p. 373. 


J. al. r. interrupted; p. 317. l. 24. r. the; l. 31. f. ery, r. bis; 
p. 318. 1. 34. r. Proſperity; p. 3 20. J. 3. r. Preſages; p. 321. I. 8. 
7. for the Soil; p. 324. I. 1. r. Præmiant; p. 338. 1. 38. f. Paſcha- 
tizing; p. 341. l. 21. r. his near; p. 349. l. 31. T. whom he; p. 355. 


J. 20. r. Invectives; p. 366. I. 26. r. hath ; p. 383. 1. 29. r. which 


was ſo; p. 384. l. 37. r. they that; p. 386. l. 33 7. or; p. 388. * 


» 


A1. r. What was. 


e p. v. I. 4. r. Re- 


p. 13. I. 5. f. Left, r. loft; p. 14. I. 14. r. placed; p. 16. 
1. 10. r. Swiftueſß. |. 25. r. how little; p. 20. I. 9. proſperouſly ; R 
227. l. 18. after any r. thing; l. 33. r. ſecured, p. 33: 1.8. r. inflited; Þ 


P. 38. l. 10. r. afcer Grace (.) P. 59. I. 16. r. 2. J. 35. r. Taunts; p. 


12. after 
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Heb. xii. i. 


Wherefore ſeeing alſo we are compaſſed about with 
Jo great a Cloud of Witneſſes, let as lay aſide ene: 
ry Weight, and the Siu which doth ſo eaſily beſet 
is, [rin euneeltaler dua{ſiar}] and let an rim with 

| Patience the Race | iy514] that in ſet befort' ## 


-Heſe Words begin the Exhortation to a Practi. 
cal Improvement of what was aſſefted, and 
illuſtrated by many exemplary Inftances in 
the former Chapter. Faith is the Womb and 
Breaſt, the vital Principle and Support of Practieal 
Religion, ind the Spirit of Practical Chriſtianity? 
And if we reflect upon Chap. 1 1. we find this Faith 
(taken moſt Comprehenſively) 1. deſcribed with its 
Reſpect to the Mind, the Evidence of things not 
ſeen : The Heart, the Sichſtancè of things hoped for, 


ver. 1. This hath, 2. Its further Exegeſis and Illu - 


tration, wherein its C/efulncſs and Neteffery is de- 
monſtrated from its Nature, ver. 6. And then far 
ther, 3. We have the whole made clear by numerous 
and mighty Inſtances; thoſe wonderful Worthres that 
manifeſted the excellent Vigour of this Grace, and 
that to ſuch great Purpoſes, and with ſuch glorious 


Succeſs. Na 


And now in this tip Text,” and in this Chapter; 
we are exhorted and directed to the right-Improve- 
ment of this rad ical Grace, as under the Conduct and 
„„ B Encotr* 


© 


2 . HEBREWS xi 1. 
Encouragement of theſe faithful and ſucceſsful Wit- 


So that here we have, 1. The Work and Enterprize 
to which we are exhorted. Let us, 1. Lay afide. 
2. Run with Patience the Race. — II. The Arguments 
and Morives wherewith this Charge is urged upon 
us. As, 1. Witneſſes to the Excellence, Uſe, and Pro- 
ſperouſneſsof this Faith and Race. 2. A Cloud there- 
of, to ſpeak them numerous. 3. So great a Cloud, to 
ſpeak the Encouragement and Advantage, eminent. 
4. Our ſelves encompaſſed therewith, to make it, as 
it were, impofſible that we ſhould want our Con- 
duct. 5. Their being upon Record for our beneficial 
Obſervation of them. That in theſe Mirrors, 
whoſe Principles, Courſes, and  Sncceſs, thus 
ſet upon Record, we may /oo# upon this Race as ſet 
before us, and mind what Difficulties and Delays 
may exerciſe our Patience; and alſo what concerns 
us by way of preparatory Rejections and Declenſions. 
. . Dol. The Race that is ſet before us muſt be run 
with Patience, and Weights laid afide, and the Sin 
that doth ſo ea iy befer us, ſeeing we alſo are en- 
compaſſed with ſo great a Cloud of Witneſſes, Heb. 
10. 35, 36. Phil. 3. 8,—20. The Words of the Text 
are Agoniſtical, and allude to the Grecian Ways of 
Exerciſe; and the Apoſtle abounds in his Olympick 
Terms, tranflated to our Chriſtian Exerciſes and 
(as here ſo) elſewhere we have, 1. A Race, and run: 
ning, and ſo running in it. Temperance in all things, 
as Strivings for Maſteries, and ſubjecting the Body, 
anſwering here, to /aying aſide; every——1, Cor. 9.24, | 
27, and then with Patience, Rom. 2. 7, 8, 25. 
This Race is ſet before us in the Laws of Exerciſes 
and Rewards, 2 Tim. 2. 5. and we have Witneſſes, | 
great and many; and they, within the Views of Fit 
and Krotvledge; and in che waꝝ of Teſtimony, to the 
" Excellence and Nece{ſit,of the Race, and rc thar fal 
which 1870 animare the Racers, And ſo to * 
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8. Now every Race _— 1. A diſlarit Term: 


OO Confidered and Applied. 3 
and Prize heteof; and to the Nece/firy and Poſſibility 


2 of rejecting and avoiding of all Hindrances . hereto. 
And Witneſſes by way of Pattern and Example, Jam. 
38 5. 10, 11. Heb. 6. 11, 12. and perhaps of Obſervation 


too. Such, to be ſure, are God, and Chrift, and An- 
gels too. And theſe are all Witneſſes of God's Appro- 


8 bation of 15 running; and of his Diſplacency with 


all undue Behaviours and Deportments in this Race: 
God, he hath ſtated where, and bow, and for what 
we are to run; he hath laid us under the Neceflity of 


the Law of Gratitude, Intereſt, and Duty, ſo to run, 


and to let Patience have its perfet? Glory hentin: He 
hath ſer up Lights and Wrrneſſes before us to guide 
and quicken us to parallel Eadeavours and Attempts. 
The Hiſtory of the memorable Acts and Courſes, and 
of the great Exploits of theſe victorious famous Mor- 
thies (all whoſe fo glorious Acqueſts were compaſſed 
and wrought by Faith) is kept upon Record, that we may 
imitate and attain to them. Their vigorous Attempts, 
their brave Deſigns, their noble Spirits, their reſolute 
Embraces of all Difficulties and Demands from God; 
their generous Reſignations and Devorings of their all 


to the Concerns of Godlineſs, and of the Life to come: 


and their ſerene and chearful Entertainments of all 
the Sequeſtrations of this V Vorld's Good, ſtand here, as 


ſo many Invitations of us to run their Race, and to 


preſs after them, and as ſo many Emboldnings of our 


Hopes and Courage, of our Conſtancy and Patience, 


that we may run this Race, as theſe have done before 


I 1; The Injunttion. 


o 


1. To gun ale Race rhar ir ſet before u. Theſe | 


are here the O/pmpick Terms, As 20. 24. 1 Tin. 4. 
Wo 5,—8. 1 Cor. 24. ro Hand compleat in all be Will of 


God, Col. 4. 12. Eccl. 14. 13. to abound in the active 
and paſſive M of God, 1 Cor. 15. 58. 19 run the 
Ways of God; Pſal. 1 19. 32. that is the thing Mic. 6. 


Abd 


* * 


And thus we are not perſelt, nor have we yet attained, 
Phil. 3. 12. we are not yet in Heaven. 2. A Way 
that leads thereto, Ma-: 7. 14: and to this, anſwers 
thoſe ſtated Duties and Exerciſes, of which our regu- 
lar Performance and Diſcharge entitles, and will bring 

us to the Prize before us, Rev. 22. 14. Gal. 6. 9. For 
after we have done the Will of God, the Promiſe comes. 
3. Our paſling over all this way, to take the Prize he- 
fore us, as we are ordered by the Laws of Exerciſe - 
VVith Diligence, with Strength and Expedition; 1 Cor. 
9. 25, 26. and to this, anſwers preſſing towards eter- 
nal Glory, Phil. 3. 14. Rom. 2.7. Now this our Race takes 
in our diſcerning and - obſerving of both the Prize and 
Courſe; an anſwerable Courſe of ſtated Exerciſes to what 
we here diſcern; our conquering and avoid ing of all Im- 
pediments and Oppoſitions, and our Furniture and De- 
meanours for our proſperous breaking through all Hin- 
drances and Diſcouragements. And this way is ſet 
before us, I. In theſe VVitneſſes; as to, 1. VVhat 
God ſpake to them. 2. VVhat they did in Obedience 
hereunto. And, 3. VVhat they got thereby. And. g. 
In what God hath ſpoken to us in his Goſpel, by hi 
Son, to determine and ſtate our V Vork and Hope. 
2. To run it with Liberty and Patience. 1. With 
Liberty, as to avoidable Entanglings or Hindrances. 
2. VVith Patience, as to what grievous things are 
unavoidable, to caſt and keep off all that may entangle 
you, and ſo render you unapt to run, 2 Tim. 2. 4. 
and to keep up Courage, Conſtancy, Contentation and 

- Submillion, under whatever may aſſault you, and 

exerciſe or try your Courage, becauſe of difficult Ad- 
ventures, or try your Hopes through the Diſtance or 
Dclays of what you lock for, Rom. 8: 24, 25. 80 
that here we have the, 1. Preparatory: Duty. To laß, 
aſide every Weight, and the Sin that doth ſo eaſily be- 
 fet is. And, 2. The Principal Duty as to the Ma+: | 
nagement of the Race in it ſelf, vi z. to run tui th Pati. 
FREE» _ CCC 
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CLonſidered and Appliel. 2 
1. To lay afide every Weight, and the Sin that doth 


o eſſaly beſet ws, is our PreparatoryWork, leſt other. 


wiſe we be unapt for running. bus here rendred * 
Werghr, it fignifies acerv maſſa, (and ſometimes Fa- 


; Hs, as ſome thought) it here ſeems plainly, ro deſign 
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whatever may be burihenſume to one that runs. For =. 
it hath relation to the C ſus, and. not to the Pagilla- 
ins. For the Pugiles or Pancratiaſtæ d id affect Great- 
neſs of Body, to caſt down and ſubdue their Antago- 


niſts; * Non viribus tantum, art: ficidve, led & mole. 
= © 7/4 & Pondere. 7 
E inpoſito preſſus mipi monte videbar. Ovid. Met. 


Tergdque onerous inbeful ——- 


* lib, 9. of Achellom and Hercules. Whatever may 


{ hinder us in our Chriſtian Care, is to be laid aſide. 
| Whatever from wirhowr us, or within us, may obſtruct 
our Motion, is to be caſt away; as too much Care and 


Buſineſs in the World, too great Deſires and Delights 


about, and in the things of time, 1 Cor. 5..29.—31.. - 
$ Luke 8. 14. Corruptions, Averſations to the Things 

and Ways of God, and whatever (in a word) may ei- 
ther be as a Burthen on the Back, a Garment about 
the Heels, or an Obſtacle in the Way. Whatever miy 
| Infinuare it ſelf into your Souls, to make you fail in 
running; this muſt be laid aſide, renounced, and re- 


ſolved againſt, 1 7oh. 2. 15,—17. Jam. 4. 4. 1 Pet, 


| 2.1. Col. 3. 5. Rom. 6. 4,—13. 1 Cor. 9. 27. Matth. 
22. 5. and Mark 8. 34. Tit. 2. 1 2. Heb, 11. 245-27. 
If Hindrances be not laid afide, no Man can run to 


win; but muſt come off with Shame and Loſs; Mar. 
19. 21.— 24. and miſs what he attempts co get. 
2. To run with Patience; Jam. 1. 4. for there i: 


great need of Patience, Heb. 10. 36. The Way is trou- 
Y bleſome, and the Race long, and the Prize is not eaſily 
or quickly gotten. You muſt have Courage and brave 


Reſolution to entertain Jo Difficulties, and Affronts 


with. You muſt have Strength and SUP to tun until 
rhe Race be ended, You muſt have inward Calmne/s; 
and Compuſedneſs for ſuch 2 Preſents of Mind as may 


ſuit 
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ti 6 HE BRE WS xi. 1. 
ſuit and manage ſudden. Exigencies. Ind ifference to 
all your Creature- Comforts muſt be the Moderation 
of your Paſſions and Affections, and the full Reſignati- 
on and Cordial Reſolution of all your Hopes and In- 
| tereſt into the Hearts and Will of God, muſt keep you 
from all Murmurings and Incumbencies in the Race, 
through the Loſs and Difficulties of their Race, or 
the Delays and Lingrings of your Hopes. 
„„ ,,, corn 3 
In the general, the great comprehenſive Argument 
is this, that we alſo are compaſſed about with ſo great 
aCloud of Witneſſes. So that here are, 1. Witneſſes. 
2. A Cloud thereof. 3. So great a Cloud. 4. Caſtabout. 
5. We have this Cloud. 6. We alſo, as well as others. 
Now let us confider, 1. The Sence and the Force of 
theſe Words. - 5 
I. As to the Sence; 1. The Perſons here called 
Witneſſes. are thoſe mentioned in the 11th Chapter; 
as Abel, Enoch, &c. 2. They are cal ed Witneſſes, 
1. As they practically gave their Teſtimony to the 
Neceſſity and Excellence of this Race: And, 2. As 
they obtained of God a Teſtimony that they ran re- 
7 gularly. 3. As they are Patterns and Examples to us 
of running right. 4. As they are In/tances of Succeſs, 
and ſo have ſet their Teſtimony to the great Principles 
ot our Faith. (1. That God s. 2. That he is a Re- 
warder of them that diligently ſeek him.) 3. They are 
called a Coud for Multitude ; alluding properly to 
that Paſſage in the Prophet, Who are theſe that fly as 
a Cloud, and as the Doves to their Windows 2 Ia. 
80. 8. rather than as alluſive to the Cloud in the Wit- 
der neſe, (as Iiyricus conjectured, and as Dr, Robert 
Parker confidently aſſerted) for they, 1. Are called 
2 Cloud of Witueſſes, and not of Guides, and are di- 
Ninguiſhed from Chriſt as a Condufer : And, 2. That 
Chad went before the Itealites; but this is faid to 
e and to be caſt about s. 4. They are cal - 


ener co Kii 9 SN 
%% great & Cloud, 1, Becauſe oftheir Worth, For 
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 Confolered and pelt. 7 


| they were the rareſt Perſons (ſome of them) that e- 


ver walked or breathed under-Heaven. 2. Therewere 


ſo many of them, as that the Author tells us, Time 


would fail him to give an Account of all theſe Wit- 
neſſes, and of the memorable Acts and Teſtimonies; 
in Heb. 12.32. they were ſo numerous. 5. They are 
ſaid to be caſt about us (fo the Greeks) and we to be 
encompaſſed about with them; that ſo, which way 
ſoever we caſt our Eyes, we cannot miſs of Witneſ- 
ſes; and if a few would be ſo valid in a way of Te- 
ſtimony, what will ſuch a number come to? 6. We 
are ſaid to have this Cloud? for God by ſacred Re- 
cord hath tranſmitted the Hiſtory of their Courſes and 
Exploits to us in the Power of this Faith, Rom. 15. 4. 
And, 7. We have them alſo (as well as others, who 
have by theſe Examples run). II. As to the Force of 


all, we may confider more remarkably theſe things. 


1. It is no ſolitary or unuſual Race, leeing it hath 
been run by others. Theſe all died inthe Faith; Heb. 
11. 13. 1 Pet. 5. 8, 9. We are not the firſt that have 
run the Race of Faith, or fought its Eg. For this 
Courſe became an ea/re Tract; and that which hath 


been tried by ſeveral before us. None ever yet ob- 


tained the Prize of Glory but by the faithful Manage- 
ment of this Race. Others have lived the Life of 
Faith, performed their Duties, and borne their Heats 
and Burthens in the Power of it; and they have ſhew- 
ed us what it is to run, and why ſhould we fear to 
follow, ſince others have gone before? Right Inſtan- 
ces are no mean Encouragements; and therefore they 


3 ought to have no languid unſucceſsful Influences on q. 


Heaven is well ſtock d and fill'd with crowned Races, 
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2. It is 20 Di/honour or Diſzrace to run it, ſeeing 


che Worthies of the Lord have done it beſore us, Jam. 


5. 10, 11. Men of the greateſt Intereſt in God the 


8 HEBREWS: ii 175 
and Lxploics, the higheſt Offices, Dignities and Ad. 

yancements are here made Precedents in this Race. 
Abel the firſt of Martyts. Enoch che firſt of Prophets. 
Noab the only Jewel in the World, the ſingular and ſig- 
nal Mirror of Religion in his declined _ Abraham 


the Father of the Faithful, and the Friend of God. Mo- 
Jes his mighty Favourite. 7oſhxab the Ty pe of Chriſt, 
and the victorious Champion and; Conductor of God's | 
Vrael. David the firſt and beſt of Kings, whoſe line- 
al Deſcent ſhould never fail, &c. And for their Vir- 
tues, what do we think of Abel's Faithfulneſs and 


| Courage, Enoch Sagacity; Noab's inv iolable Reſolu- 


ion, Abrabam's great Confi lence in God, Moſes his 
8 and David's Tractableneſs and Submillion? 
And fo the reſt. And for their Actions, and Exploits, 
and Acquiſitions, the Hiſtory and Memoirs of their 


1 Lives will tell you of their victorious Conqueſts of 


themſelves, the Superiority of their, brave and noble 


I Minds, unto the Influences of this World, even in its 


het, and worſt, and of their glorious Exodus and 

B Tranſlation. to à better, under all Characters and Re- 

1 warks of Honour; as Abels ſpeaking when dead, 

FPsrochs Teſtimony and ; Eraniflgrion;" Noa) a eke, PA & 
4 A fn not wie run after ſucch ?! 

3 $;It is not impalſible to run it, n theſe Wits | 

| Heidi wers Ming: of cp Pafons a and e wich | 
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. N 55 Fiat 23 well as Spit. None of 
them moved above all Fears and Dangers. And if 
the Grace of God enabled ther t run heit Race, to 
it their Burthens, and to attain their Prize; why 


n it not de the Amme fot us? The Jane Affittions | 
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Conf Here and Apia! ö < * 
Zrace, finiſhed their ſtated Race and Courſe ; what 


can Rboke our Hopes and Purpoſes in theſe Enga 


ments: Why may not we be conſtant and chen ful 
as well as they? For we have the ſame r 
God and Covenant. 

It can be no Man's Lofs* to rug. Fr here are 
Wirneſſes to the contrary, Heb. 11. 16,2427. 
For theſe did not accept Deliverance, (tho deſt:rute, 
afflifted, and tormented) that they might obtain a bet- 
fer Reſurrection, ver. 25. Their Courage, Conſtancy 
and Integrity, even fer their Seal to God's Exiſtence 
and Beneficence , and to the Certainty, Reality, | 


and the tranſcendant Excellency of their great 


Prize, and to the Honour of their Race: For they 
had Opportunity to retreat, but their Appretiation of 
their Courſe and Prize preponderated againſt all. Why 
therefore ſhould that running be declined, which is 
ſo excellent and noble, and hath ſo great a Recom> 
pence of Reward? Heb. 10 35, AB. 
5. It is not indifferent whether we run, or h9w' we. _ 
run, ſeeing we arg encompaſſed with - Such a Cloudy, 
1 Cor. 9, 24. For God hart: jet this Cloud about us 
tor our Awakening and Encouragement. Rom. 15: 4. 
Why were ſuch Records of ſuch? wonderful Racers 
made and kept by God for ns, but to engage us in all 


meet Imitations of them? Great Witneſſes, and abu. iy 


dance of them, and is it not needful that we run? 


6. This Race ought not to be ted ious or irkſome to 0 85 5 £20 
8 ſeeing theſe Witneſſes are ſo cleat and credible: in 


their Teffimony tothis thing, that no Man can be affe 


or ſatisfied, but he wii and wins; Fong Kathe 
runs well, ets All. 2 2 fre 8 * 1 5 


Ifer. I. It 5 bur ff! Fes ung ratefuli i 
read and praiſe the Lives and Deaths of Sair 
Mat. 23. 29 | 
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10 HEBREW $5 ri 1. 
and Courſes. Such as can celebrate the Memorials 
of deceaſed Racers, and yet oppoſe their Spirits and 
Courſes, in living Saints, that follow them, utter their 
own Confuſion and Reproach, and are condemnable 
out of their own Mouths. To garniſh the Sepulchres, 
and preſerve the Memory of the Juſt, and yet to {light 
all practical Imitation of them, is but to ſpin the Spi- 
ders Web, John 8 3% ü | 
Infer. II. What ſhall we think of thoſe that run 
the Race which Satan ſets before them? 7obn 8. 44. 
1 Pet. 4. 4. how many make what haſte they can to 
Hell, and that ripen and haſten firangely to Deſtructi- 
on! The World abounds with ſuch as are filling up 
their ſinful Meaſures, as if they would antedate their 
forſaken doleful State in Hell. They are all Heart 
and Action in Iniquity, and run in all forbidden 
— oO; | | 
Infer. III. What have we then to do but to make 
this Uſe of all theſe Witneſſes, to follow them in the 
Motions and Patience of this ſtated Race, Phi]. 3. 17. 
Heb. 6. 11, 12. Run then, and run to Purpoſe. For, 
I. Time runs ſwiftly from us, 1 Cor. 7. 2931. 
What is the Life of Man? Tis Vaniry, Pal. 39. 11. 
a Vapour, Jam. 4. 14. an Image, Pſal. 39. 4,—7. asa 
h Frift Poſt, or Ship, or Eagles Motion to its Prey, Job 
9. 25, 26. Move then as ſwift as time in your profi- 
cient Holineſs and Hope. 
2. All the Advantages and Hopes of this your Race 
are well-nigh on the wing; you are called to run to day, 
to d ie to morrow. How quickly may your Life and 
Candleſtick be taken from you! © 8 
3. Eternity makes haſte upon you, Job 21. 12. Be 
8 found fo doing, Job 21. 13. Oh what a 
Change may one ſmall Minute make! The Expetta- 
tions of our Cry at Midnight ſhould make us run. 
We have rid but little Ground towards Heaven, but 
Sous, low Hopes, and ſlighty Work, are theſe qut 
Haſtnings of the Day of God? 2 Pet. 3. 12. la- 


oy , 


5 Conſidered and Applied. 11 


Having now taken the Words in their more general 


Conſideration and Survey, I may proceed to a more 
particular Notice of them. V ou here diſcern confi- 


derable, 1. Something aſſerted, viz. We have fo 
great a Cloud of Witneſſes caſt about us. 2. Some- 
thing inferred; let ws therefore run with Patience 


the Race that is ſet before is. Hence therefore let 
us more ſtrictly enquire into theſe things. 


Quer. 1. What was it that theſe Witneſſes gave 
their Teſtimony to? Fi 5 
1. To the great Principles of Religions Mot ions, 
Heb. 11. 6. Ihave declared, ſaved, and ſhewed, when 
no ſtrange God among you; therefore ye are my Wit- 
neſſes, faith the Lord, that I am God, Ifa. 43. 12. 
And that ye may know, and believe me, and under- 


XZ ſtand that I am he, ver. 10. and ye are even 


Witneſſes ; is there a God beſides me? Ia. 44.8. 
our Approaches unto God, and our Engagements for 


him, derive their Life and Strength from our Perſwa- 
ions of him, Heb. 12. 28, 29. And hence we find, 


that one God and Father of all, who is above, and 
through, and in us all, is the great Principle of Chri- 
ſtian Godlineſs, Eph. 4. 6. Of God, through, and to 


3 Him all things are, and 70 Him muſt the Glory be 


for ever, Rom. 11. 36. This is the ſum of all to 
which theſe Witneſſes gave their Teftimony. But 
the Particulars hereof are given us in the former Chap- 
ter; and all of them have their Uſefulneſs in his Race, 


as, 1. That there 1s a God. For there can be no Ai with 


out an Object, and no Religious Motions without a 
Term, and ſucha Term as an exiſtent God believed. 
And if a God, then all Perfection eſſentially Centers 
in Him. Yea, he Himſelf is the central Exiſtence of 
all that is truly excellent and worthy. As infinite 
Power, Wiſdom, Holineſs, Truth, Juſtice, Goodneſs, 
and no Ambition or Concernedneſs to pleaſe him can 
be ſtarted or maintained till we believe this Maſter- 
Principle; and to.this Principle theſe. Memon 
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"bear their Teſtimony. 2. That this God it the Re. 
warder of them that diligently ſeek him. For Expecta- 
tion is the Lite of Action, Ace 24. 20. 2 Pet. 3. 11, 
14. He that takes God to be regardleſs of his 
faithful Service, can never ſerve him cheartully, and 
with Reſolution. God 1s not aſhamed to be their God, 
becauſe a better heavenly: Country was defired by them, 
Heb. 11.15. They have their Teſtimony to this Truth, 
that no Labour could be in vain in and for him. 
3. That there was a tranſcendant Cerrarmty, and Rea/7- 
iy, and Nearne/s in what they jan tor, Heb. 11. 26. 
They that ſay ſuch things, plazrly declare they fee 
a Country, Heb. 11. 14. and z7 this baith they” died, 
V. 11. Well, in a word, that there is a God, a Be- 
Ing infinite in all Perfections, a God that minds the 
Sons of Men, one that hath Authority to ſet the Race 
out for them, deſerving and expecting to be obeyed 
and pleaſed in our Obſervations of the Laws thercof; 
and one that will reflect upon their Motions. with 
reference to their being crowned and rejected by him 
at the laſt. Theſe are thoſe Principles of Motion to 
to which theſe Witneſſes gave their ſignal Proots and 


Mm TeSimonies, + [4 . LO: | 
= 2. To the tohole Race it ſelf. And that as to its PœHH. 
* __  bulty, its Reaſonablene/s, and to its Excellence. 1. Jo its 


 Pofhbilny, tis evident, by what they did and got, joint- 
Ty conſidered with their parallel State and Circum- 
ſtances unto ours, that God eu no Motions but 
what: may be performed by us. They were Men like 
our ſelves. Sinners and Weaklings, and compaſſed a- 
bout with equal Diſadvantages and Diſcouragements 


= to what we, any of i, labour under; and in great and DT 
1 manifold Reſpecis, their Helps were ſhort of ours; yet 
FT did they vun and. win; and therefore ſtand as memo- 
LY rable Proofs and Inſtances of this, Truth, that we are 


1 called by God to no impolſible Enterprize. 2. AS 
= to its Rea/onableneſs ;; had. there been any thing de- 
mäaanded incongruous to God's Nature, or to our CA 
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pacity or Concerns, it certainly had been diſcerned - 


by them. They ſaw the Suitableneſs of the Race un- 
to the Prize; the Law-giver, and the Racer; and that 
without this godly Agony God would have loſt the 


Uſe and Glory of his own: We thould have left the 


Activity and Cultivation of our own-nobleFaculries; 
and the Crown could never otherwiſe! have been 
fitted ro our Temples. ' Their Freeneſs, Diligence and 
Cheerfulneſs, and all their generous'Comportments 


Satisfaction in what they undertook: And, 3. As to 


with the Laws of this Race, ſpake their 5 iow / 


its Excellence we lee it was preferred before what 
ever ſtood. in any Competition with it, and every 


thing was relinquiſhed and reſigned fo far as other- 
wiſe it might retard or fruſtrate their proſperous Mo- 
tions. Abel reſigns his Life, Noah! his Reputation, 
Abraham his Country, and his Father's Houſe ; and his 
Son, under molt aggravating Circumſtances; Moſes 
his Princes Court, and Rehab ſacrifices her Life and: 
Fortunes unto the Intereſt of her Faith. None thought 


any thing ſo great and dear to them as to fulfil the 


Agony and Race of Faith. Nothing was thought ſo 


worthy of themſelves, or ſo much to their Credit and 


Advantage, as to engage in, and complear their Race. 


3. To the Prize it ſelf.” Namely, their Maſters 


Euge and Reward. That Heavenly City, to which 
their ſtated. Motions tended, it was Judged by them to 
be a better Country, Heb. 11. 16. And whilſt the Re- 
compence of Reward was eyed by Mo/es, the Croſs 
of Chriſt was thought more valuable and renowned 
than the Crown of Wickedneſs, Heb. 11. 26. Tor- 


tures were chearfully entertained and borne; and eve 


ry Tender, or Advantage, towards Deliverance, re- 
jetted, becauſe the Crown- and Retompence of a bet- 


ter Reſurrection had fully ſeized upon, and ſatisfied 
their Hearts. Canaan, that Type of Heaven, (much 
more therefore Heaven it ſelf) was fo eſteemed by 
them) as that nothing was thought too heavy to be 
nn | 
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borne, or too great and difficult to be attempted, might 
they by all but reach that State and Country, of 


which they had the Proſpect, Hope and Promiſe. 
They knew the Compenſation of all their Coſt and La- 
hours, their Agonies and Engagements, to which their 
faithful Diligence and Reſolutions did or could ex- 
poſe them, muſt needs tranſcend Corrivalſhip, and be 
found worthy of that God, on whoſe Beneficence and 
Promiſes they built their Hopes. All Mens Appretia- 
tions are beſt teſtified by their Actions and Adven- 
tures; by what they bear and do. And when we find | 
them prodigal' of all that poſſibly might court or 

fright them from Purſuances of their Prize, we eafily } 
may conclude where they had pleaſed their Hearts. 


4. TotheNece/ty of ris: ning duly, that they might * 


obtain, Heb. 6. 11,—15. For by theſe Witneſſes we 
Tee, 1. That without running there is no obtaining. 
Had there been but an eaſier way, they had both z7, 


and with them, what would have tempted them to 
have ſought and found it out. For they were fooliſh 


and ti merous as well as we. But by their Courſe they 
have informed us, that the Crown was never expeCt- 


ed by them but by running. No Prize did they ex- 
pect without great Diligence, Coſt and Reſolurion. 


2. Nor would their arbitrary Motions ſerve their turn. 
For it was a Race ſer before them. What they have 
ſhewed to us by their exemplary Practice, God did 
firſt ſhew to them by Revelation and Command ; - and 
tis moſt evident, that Multitudes ran as faſt to Hell, 
as theſe could run to Heaven, as Cain, the old 
World, &c. 3. Nor could they run that ſtated Race 
without meet en ian, and great Patience, Faith 


and Reſolution. They had the World, Fleſh, De- 
vil to contend” withal, as well as we. Many an Af. 
front and Brunt; againſt Delays of what they looked 
for, and many a tedious Conflick with themſelves; 
many a frightful Profpett of ſtrange and ſtrong Aſ- 
Aults, and the Experience of aggravated Manyrdoms 
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they reckoned on, and went through, to tell us what 


5. To Drvine Fart bfulneſs and Ability, to carry 
faithful Racers to their expected and deſigned Prize, 


I Po 2. 9. Heb. 6. 17, 18. God bare theſe in. his 
Arms. For the Lord's Portion is his People, Jacob is 


the Lot of his Inberitance, he found him im a deſart - 2 


Land, and in the waſte howling Wilderneſs : He led 
him about, be inſtrufted him, he kept him as the Apple 
of bis Eye. As an Eagle ſtirreth up ber Neft, Hut- 
rereth over her young, ſpreadeth abroad her Wings, 


| zaketh them, beareth them on her Wings, ſo the Lord 


above led him, Deut. 32. 9,—12. Oh through what 
Diſadvantages and Oppoſitions; through what Per- 


1 Wire and Entanglings were theſe Perſons carried! 


hen they were ready to fall, God did preſerve their 


Feet; when ready to faint, he then renewed their 


Strength; when ready to deſpond, he gave them Suc- 
cour ; when apt and likely ro be plunged into a com- 
mon Deluge of Calamities, he then prepared rheir Ark, 


and wrought Salvation from both Flames and Water. 


His Rock and Manna, Cloud and Pillar, and Ark, and' 
Conduct, never failed them. Neither the Tyranny of 
Egypt, nor the uncourh Paſſages, and multiplied Dan- 
gers of the Hilderneſs, nor the Race of Grants in 
the Land of Promi ſe, could defeat their Expectations. 
God left not theſe in any of their Dangers, or of their 
ſwooning Fits, but he filled and kept great Records 
and Memorials of his enduring Faithfulneſs and Com- 
paſſions to them all along. None of theſe great and 
faithful Witneſſes could or did impeach their God of 
being defec ive in his eſpouſed Truſt. He left no Fa- 


- vouriresz. though faint and feeble: He brake no Pro- 


miſes, when their Accompliſhments were moſt 'un- 
likely: As in the Caſe of Abreham, when I/azc was. 
upon the Altar. He gave none of theſe Witneſſes Juſt 


| Ground: ro ſay that they had run in vain. And who 


amongſt them charged him to their dying Day: TTY 
ds. never 


” HE 
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never wanted Condn&,; Succour or Succeſs. And 
what is the Look and Tendency of theſe ſignal Paſ- 
ſages of faithful Providence but this, that 20 regular 
running can be in vain? We ſee that many of theſe 


faithful and ſwift Racers got ro Canzan, and that they 
all got fafe to Heaven. And to hat isthis great and 


royal Signet ſet, but this, that we may run the Race 
in the moſt confident, certain Expectations of Succeſs, 


ſeeing God is able to maintain our Strength for Mo- 


tion, and our Switneſs in it; and that be is Faithful 
who hath Promiſed? God is never baffled in his En- 
terprizes, never forgetful of his Servants, never un- 


mind ful of his Words, and never froward or moroſe 


to weak, if willing, Racers. 


” 


Quer. 2. What were thoſe things whereby theſe 


Witneſſes gave their Teſtimony} ??: 
1. Their Eyes and Hearts were all for things un- 


ſeen, they ſought a Country, Heb. JE: £4. It is faid of 


Abrahan, That he looked for a City that had Founda- 


trons, whoſe Builder and Maker is God, Heb. 11. 10. 
(See 2 Cor. 4. 18. 5. 1,9.) They were no dorn- 


look*d Perſons, ſuch as did fix their Eyes below, but 
Perſons of ſablime Expectations, and more ambitious 
to poſſe that which the Promiſe was to be parturi- 
ent of. We ſee little how Moſes prized the Grandeur 
of Pharoab's Court, or all the Egyptian Trea fures. When 
he was great, he was not quiet, till he had reach'd 


thoſe more valuable Treaſures and Preferments which 


God deſigned. to teſtifie his great Reſpects to all his 

Favourites. Theſe felt what they were both capable 
of, and determined unto. Nothing was thought an 
equal Portion, or meet Exerciſe and Imployment, to 
their capacious noble Souls, but to converſe with God 
in Glory; and to miniſter before him in his Courts. 
What God had promiſed, that they expected and de- 
lighted in; no plenary Satisfaction did they look for, 
until the Promiſes were delivered of their: determined, 


tips and genuine Births. Theit Eyes were fixed u on 


9 
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3 
the covenanted Bleſſing, which was objefted to their 


5 ſtedfaſt Faith, and to the Endearments of their Hearts. 
„ ! their Affections been enfnared with the Charms 
= oMublunary Vanities, there had not been ſuch gene- 
* rous and chearful Reſignations of their Darlings un- 
4 to the Intereſt of ſomething higher: they had not been 
= ſo deſtitute of the Comforts of this Life thro* Choice. 
8 God was their World and Portion: Canaan, and 
> all the Pledges of God's Being Preſence in ir, drew 
27 forth their mighty Longings after them; and he him: 
n= ſelf was made by them their Hope and Home. Pre- 
4 ſence and Sence prevailed nor againſt the Aſſurances 
[> and realizing Taſtes of Faith. For they took what 

| they ſaw not to be fir more ſure and excellent, than 
e what could court them in this prefent World. Theſe 

| all. died in the Faith; in thoſe Perſwafions of the 
1 Promiſes which in their preſent Apprehenſions did 
57 abundantly compenſate the ſharpeſt U ſages of their 
1. preſent Pilgrimage. And in all their bitter Agonies 
5, and Aſſaults, how grateful and refreſhing wete their 
” Thoughts and ExpeCtations of the Land of Prom/e ! 
it Now hey that do ſuch things, plainly declare they 
18 ſeek a Country, even their 6 Rn Manſions in the 


New 7eruſalem. For neither Crowns nor Scepters, 
Lives nor Livelihood, Preferments nor Renown on 
Earth, could poſſibly bewitch, nor 28 their Souls 
into adulterated Expectations or Affections, nor alie- : 
. nate their Hearts from things unſeen. And was not 


this a ſignal Teſtimony ? ? 188 

2. They ſpared no Diligence nor Coſt to make theſe 
ſure, Heb. 11. 23,— 65 Whatever practically might 
expreſs their true Concernedneſs, fix d Purpoſes, 
and deep Thoughts of Heart to make all ſure here- 
after, that they moſt readily exerted and produced 
upon all Occaſions. They ſtuck at nothing, baulked 
no Duties, declined no Sufferings, trifled in no At- 
tempts, and feared no Oppoſitions, that they might 
win and weat the Crown. Hence Mel offers up the 
F K+; WY C 2 1 choicelt 
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choiceſt Sacrifice and Enoch minds his Walk with | 
God. Noah preferves his Uprightneſs and Integrity, * 
bearing the Scorns, encountring the Oppofitions, and 
avoiding all the crooked Ways and Tempers ofthe de- 
clined and debauched World: He takes the Warning 
which God gave: him, and condemns the ungodly 
World, by the Preparation of the Ark. Abraham for- 
. fakes his Country, quits his Kindred, obeys his God, 
and follows him, he knew not whither; and no way 
doubts of, or ſuſpects the Ability and Faithfulneſs of 
him that called him; and he dwelt in Tabernacles 
to avoid Aſſociations with the wicked, with I/aac 
and Jacob, Heirs with him of the ſame Promiſe. 
And tho* God told him in that doleful Viſion what 
was determined to his Seed, before the Promiſe came, 
Gen. 15. yet nothing in Abraham's Spirit, like Suc- 
cumbency or Retreats from Duty, Hope, and Faith, 
is cauſed hereby. And if his I/aac be demanded, the 
viſible Centre of his Hopes, and in Appearance, the 
very Life and Spirit of the Promiſe, how freely was 
his Darling offered up? He ſtaggered and murmured 
not; nor did he court Objections, nor admit Delays; 
but goes about this ſtartling Work, as if his Faith 
and Reſignation of himſelf, and his, to God, had ma- 
ſter'd and ſuppreſs'd all natural Affections. And 
he receives the Promiſe in its Typical Reſurre- 
Ction. Early he ariſes, faſt he travels, and prevents 
all poſſible Temptation to delays, by taking all things 
needful with him, that God may know his Heart by 
this great Readineſs and Reſolution to obey him at 
the coſtlieſt Rates. Mo/es he readily quits his Prefer- 
ments in the King's Court; takes up his Croſs, and 
glories in it, and keeps moſt true to his afflicted Bre- 
thren. And when he eyes his Recompence of Rewatd, 
and underſtands the Terms of this great Acquiſition, 
he fears not Royal Frowtis; nor values he the Smiles 
and Favours of his S6veraign; but he endures, as 
ſeeing him that is inviſible. And what the mw = 
T ure 
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duted and did, the following Verſes will inform you. 


Great Actions, Sufferings and Adventures, put it be- 
yond Diſpute what Hearts are ſet upon; and what is 
Judged the beſt or only way to compaſs what is con- 
cernedly reſolved upon by way of Proof, 

3. They rruſted God with all, and thought on no- 
thing but their holy Hopes and Duty, Heb. 11.17: 
Rom. 4. 18,--21. Their Faithfulneſs and Inte ny 
rowards God was their only Care. They knew 8 
never could doug himſelf; and that he never would 
forget his Promiſe. Another Spirit acted them, beſides 
what now prevails upon the moſt of Men. What 
God 1nflitted, that they bare : What he apf 
that they did: And what he promi ſed, that they live 
in chearful Expectation of. They were not much 
ſolicitous about the Stedfaſtneſs of God's Covenant; 
but ever jealous of themſelves, left they ſhould, thro 


Ferfid iouſneſs and Negligence, betray and forfeit all 
5 


their Expectations. As for the Recompence of Re. 


ward, the Prize for which they were to run, they 


knew it to be ſafely lodged, whilſt hid in God. God s 
Wiſdom (they concluded) knew the fitteſt Article and 
Seaſon of ripe and full Deliverance and Salvation: 


His Power they doubted not) was able to effect what 


he by Promiſe had encouraged them to look for; 
and they took the Faithfulneſ of him that promiſed, 
to be both ful and good Security. They knew his 
Goodneſs prompted him to reward them bounteouſly ; 
and that his tender Mercies did incline him to be 
propitious and gracious to them, amidft all Exigen- 
cies and Diſtreſſes. And as they had all imaginable 
Motives and Inducements to adventure all upon him, 

ſo here they anchoted their Souls and Hopes. The 


Ingeritance reſerved in the Heavens lay fate enough, 


and till Omnipotence be baffled, and taken captive; 
till infinite Wiſdom be ſurprized and countermined, 
aud till inviolable Faithfulneſs loſe its Tenor, it was 
impoſlible that any erin ſhould prevent the Hoges 
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and Recompence of theſe Witneſſes. So that here 
they bottomed their Confidence and Hopes of grateful 
Iſſues of their preſent Race. And for their Perſons, 
they knew God valued them too highly to neglect 
them. For neither Tabernacles, Wilderneſs nor Pri- 


fon, could prevent God's gracious Care about, and 


Prefence with them. So that they might and did infer 
from all, that if they fulfilled after God, all would 
go properouſly on. And ſeeing ſuch Afﬀurances of 
preſent Protection, Help and Conduct, and of great 
Gain and Conſolations at the laſt, ſprang in ſo faſt 
upon them; cafting their Cares and Burthens on their 
God, how to be faithful to, and pleaſe ſo great and 
good a Friend, and anſwer all his Expectations from 
them, became their only Care, and exerciſed. their 
R” | | 
4. They never ceaſed their holy Motions, nor re- 
pented of their Sufferings, Hopes and Duties to the 
laſt, Heb. 11. 2, 11, 2y, 39. Retreats they hated 
from their ſtated Courſes; thay would not look back 
again, when they had ſet their Hands to the Plow. 
In the fame Faith and Hope they died wherein they 
lived. 7o/eph made mention of his Bones, and Abra- 
bam paſſed the Brunt of ſeveral Temptations, and 
never loſt the Tenor of his moſt maſculine and hero- i 
ick Spirit. Their Labours, Suflerings and Adventures, | 
never coſt, nor put them to, one Pang of Repentance | 


or Remorſe. Neither did any of their Steps or Trou- 


bles bring them to Retractations or Recantings; nor 
miniſter unto Self. reproach. God kept his Intereſt 
in their Hearts and Thoughts; his Ways poſſeſt their | 
conſtant Approbation and Delight; his Word was 
Judged as credible, and his Promzſes as ſure, and 
their Accompliſhments as probable or certain in their | 
Thoughts, when plunged moſt into all Difficulties 
and Calamities, as when both Tide and Wind, in hu- 
mane View and Thoughts ſtood for them. They 
never challenged God, they never blamed — 
* 3.4 3p 8 * Ja” W en 


Conſidered and pi, 21 


aſide ſo eaſily and effectually; and that r 
their Patience Out into 10 Even, long an ſtrong a 


| mend Suſpicion. - For they . abrained 


144 444 


Apoſtate, in order to his Recovery. And iq he had 
no. mean Advantage to know.what Courſe, to take, to 


_ * * bo 


ſave himſelf, and to be exemppgy 0259 erity,,, A 
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he was himſelf a Favourite of. Cod, and. his Sacrifi 
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was accepted. And he was the firſt of Adams Race 
that did ſo. Enoch was honoured with a ſignal Te- 

Teſtimony of his Acceptance with his God in 
his Tranſlation : and how frequently and familiarly 


God converſed with the reſt, I need nor tell you. 
Now they that were ſo frequently and familiarly con- 
verſant with God, could not be ignorant of the way 
to pleaſe him. 2. They were /ing/e and plain-heart- 
ed Perſons: concerned to know rhe wiſeſt and the 


ſafeft Courſe. For they had the greateſt Fear of God, 


and Love to God, and Intereſt in God; and were 
the greateſt Valuers of Soul, Work and Mercies. 


And they had the tendereſt Regard and Reſolution 


ro, and for what might benefit themſelves and others. 
3. And they were, and could not,morally but be, faithful, 


in their Teſtimony. For falſe Reports and idle Cour- 


ſes they could not but conclude would be exceeding- 


ty diſpleaſing unto God; of fatal Confequence to o- 


thers; and moſt pernicious to themfelves. And can 
we think that God would give ſuch Characters and 
Rewards of Faithfulneſs to falſe-witnefles? 

2. For their Number. They are a Clond of I it. 
neffes: And if two or three Witneſſes were made 


and judged If Law ſufficient ; how valid may the 


Teftimony of fo many be judged to be? And eſpe- 
cially when they are Perſons of different Familres, 
Ager, Sexes, Officer Tempers, and Conditions, fo 
unacquainted each with other, many of them ; and 


yet maintaining fuch an Harmony in their Teſtimo- 


ny, all of them bearing witneſs to the ſame Princi- 


Ede eure, Why ihould doch Wimmer 
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. As to the common Intereſt with our felves. For 


they and we are 


— 
= 


6. 72.” We have the fame God to be concerned with, 
and to 2ddref our Rives unto; and to be ruled, 7 
all. 
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be pleaſed and obſerved by us all. His Power muſt 
protect us; bis Wiſdom it muſt guide us; hig IV 
muſt rule us; his Image muſt beautifie us; his Grace 


recover, and his Heaven receive us all. We have to 
do with him about the /ame Concerns and Prize, 


Our Spirits have the ſame Capacity, Maladies, Re- 
medies, Hopes, and Duties, to deal with God about. 


We have their Work and Rule. their Oppoſitions and 
Infirmities, their Enemies and Hindrances, and their 


Snares and Fears. If then our Circumſtances and 
Concernments, our Duties, Rules and Expectations 
be the ſame with theirs; is not their Teſtimony cre- 


dible, and of Concernment to us: We have the 


ſame Encouragements and Helps. God is our Father, 
Chriſt our Saviour, the Spirit our Paraclere, Grace 
our Relief, Heaven our Felicity, the Comwenent our Se- 


curity as well as heir. And whatever God ſpake to, 


or did by them, or for them, he ſpake to us, and did 
for us. Rom. 15. 4. And all this is diſpenſed, with 
reference to the ſame Trials and Awardments. For 
we muſt all appear before the /ame Judge, and he 
tried by the /ame Law of Grace, though in ſome dif- 
ferent Editions; and ſhall. be ſentenced to the ſame 
State of Glory, if found Racers of the ſame Faithful. 


' neſs and Expedition, If therefore they have run 


the Race which we mult run, according to the fame 


Rule, by virtue of the ſame Call, under che Encourage- 


ments of the ſame Grace, to the Attainment of t 

ſame Prize, and are in danger of the ſame Snares and 
Hindrances, unleſs conducted and ene by the 
fame Light and Grace; and if theſe Witneſſes be by 


the great Providence, and Records of God, made to 


ſpeak to us, is there not chen a Cauſe that we ſhould 
heed that Teſtimony of theirs, which is ganſmitted 
by God to us for our Encouragement and Conduct e, 


nduct?. | 
Auer. 4. What is it that we are 4040 22 * 
of the Teſtimony of this fo great à 106, W 
veſſes? . | : C 4 | - -- Bu A 
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all. Eph. 4. 6. Tis he that made us all, that muſt 
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I. In the general, to lay aſide, &c. The Exhorta- 
tion being alluſive to the Græcian Games, I ſhall give 
you an Account thereof, as far as may {concern a per- 
tinent Illuſtration of the Caſe in Hand. The Aye 
were the Cur ſus, a fort of Strife in running, where 
there were theſe conſiderable things; a Court of Ju- 
dicature, that had, (I.) a Judge, called BeaBd7)s or 
xęilis, one that determined the Laws and Prize of | 
the Game. And thence it was called x ,s dyar, 
a Race /er. (Thus of our Chriſtian Race or Religion 
Chriſt is the Ag“, the Leader of the Way, the 
TeAaw]ns, the Attai ner of he Hope or Prize. The 
gil 5 Judge and Determiner of the Laws or 
Prize of our running ; and the BeaBeuvins, the Crotun- 
er of him that runs aright.) And further, there 
was, (2.) The »igvs, the Crrer, (as St. Paul was, 1Cor. 
9. 27. and as all Goſpel-Miniſters are). (3.) They that 
were at the Goal, as Speltators, to tell who won, 
were called uaegJvess, and when they were many, they 
then were called Tarnypess, frequentie, and from their 
. Multitude, fo great a Cloud, Ia. 60. 8. becauſe of 
their great Reſorts thereto. (4.) They that ran, 
ftripr themſelves, and ſo they were called yuurare: 
from 9vwrisr, Nudus, whereunto refers this Paſſage, 
Let us lay aſide, &c. whatever may hinder us thro 
Load or Entanglings, or any way inconvenience us. 
(F.) Becauſe the Studium was long, and the Contend- 
ers many, and but one obtained the Prise, it muſt be 
therefore vun, qui vroworic, toiſſh. Patience: And then, 
* ) Beeauſe the Spectators ſtood on either fide, the 
Stadium of Racers, or round about the Place or Pit 
of Wreſtlers, in ſuch great Crouds, they were called 
veg keller and here ye eĩ½csov. And thus we 
have gone here through the Illuſtration of the Allu- 
-fion, and that which thus reſembles our Chriſtian 
Race. 80 212 Jr EVOIR 19 104 cif 02 5. 4 
II. More particularly to the thing illuſtrated, you 
"ke that the Courſe of Chriſtianity is the Matter here 
£11 Ct | 8 5 5 defigned. 
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deſigned. And here we are to conſider, 1. What is 
determined and enjoined by God and Chriſt, and to be 
defigned by us; a ſtared Race. 2. What Caution to be 
made, and what Preparations to be uſed. To lay 
aſide every weight, and the Sin, &c. 3. What is to 
be done by us in Proſecution of this Order and De- 
ſign as to the Matten of it. Jo run the Race ſet be- 
fore us. 4. And in what Manner, and with what Frame 
of Spirit the whole is to be managed and performed 
by us. We are ro un with Patience. 

1. An hearty Purpoſe and Deſign to do what God 
and Chriſt command, is to begin this Race. Thou haſt 


fully known myPurpoſe, 2Tim.3.10. This holy Am and 
" Reſolution is certainly that Wedding Garment which 


God requires and expects from all that would initiate 
themſelves into this Goſpel State. Mat. 22. 12.-Our 
Eyes and Hearts are never fixt but by our Purpoſes 
and Intentions. Nor can our Ways be ſtable, whilft 
we are double-minded, Jam. 1.8. Paul's apprehend- 
ing that for which he bimſalf was apprehended, made 
him fo conſtant and proficient in his ſtated Courſe, 
Phil. 3. 12. No Man can bear the Difficulties and 
Severities of his ſtated Race whilſt unreſolved in his 
Mind, and whilſt unſettled as to his End and Aim. 
The Fluctuations of our Spirits in this Matter lays 
waſte: both Diligence, Strength and Courage, and 
baffles all maſculine and bold Adventures and At- 
tempts. For who can run to purpoſe, but he that 
ſtarts and acts in the powerful Influence of an invio- 
lableRefolution 2 Theſe famous Witneſſes and Mar- 
tyrs in my Text firſt fixt upon their Country, and 


| within themſelves determined their Scope and Aim; 


and then, confeſſing, and concluding, that they 


were Strangers and Pilgrims in the Earth, they made 
out after what they e/pouſed, as only great and need- 
ful to them. Heb. 11. 13, — 16. We walk with Faith, 
and being willing to be 8 with the Lord, we 
therefore labour, ſaith 


aul, in 2 Cor. 5. 8, 9. And 
hitherto 


- 
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hitherto reſpects that Parable of wiſe and fooliſh 
Undertakers, Lale 14. 28,—31., The Prize muſt | 

take, and fix your Eyes and Hearts, and fo the Ac- 8 
quiſition of it, (coſt what it will) muſt bring you to 
à a ſertled Reſolution to go through what lyes betwjxr 
your Souls and it; or elſe you will either never at- 
tempt to run, or trip and faulter in your ralh Engage- 
ments in this Race. Deliberate Pauſes, critical Com- 
ume, and deep Thoughts iſſuing in a ſettled 
Purpoſe, make Men both conſtant, wi/e, and preſpe- 
rom in their Races; whilſt the raſh undetermined 
Engager in this Race quickly grows lazy and faint- 
hearted. All muſt be well examined, and ſo the 
tight determined: And Sz concluded worſe than 
Holineſs; Creatures, than God; and Earth, than Hea- 
ven, or elſe we {hall think the Prize unworthy of 
the Severities of the Race. And if this was not the 
 Wileſt, beſt, and ſafeſt Courſe ro make our Motions 
and our Purpoſes moſt proſperous and conſtant, why 
were the Witneſſes and their Teſtimony, their Cour- 
ſes and the Reſults thereof propoſed to us, and 
recorded for us: And why ſhould God and Chriſt 
ſo ſtrictly and exactly lay the Race before us, in all 
its Laws and Prize, and in all the Oppoſitions, Snares 
and Hazards that attend it, and give the Account and 
Copy of them to us in what theſe Martyrs bare and 
did; but that we duly might conlider, and copclude 
2. All Hindraxces muſt be laid aſide, that any way 
may inconventence is in our Motions and Deſigns, 
Luke 21.34. Col. 3. 5. Thus Father, Mother, Life 
are to be bated, Luke 14. 26. Nothing can here ef. 
fectually be done, till you be competently ſtript of 
your Incumbrances. For if any thing preſs like Bur- 
chens on your Spirits, through your inordinate Love 
or Hatred, Hopes or Fears; all ſuch Immoderacies 
are to mortified and ſubdued, left otherwiſe your in- 
wurd Diſtempers render you nakedly obnoxious to 
r . : a 
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void that Sin that doth ſo l beſet 2, 
| in you, and decline 


Conſidered and Applied. 25 
2 Succumbency under the evil things, or a Captivi- 
ty to the enſnaring Charms and Dotages wherewith 
you may be courted and aſſaulted in your Race. What 
you molt fear, you will ſacrifice all things elſe to the 
Prevention of. What you moſt hope for and de/ire, 
you will ſurely purchaſe it at the deareſt Rates. For 
Love and Hatred, Hopes and Fears are the main 
Hinges and Inducements of ali humane Motions: 
And if any thing hang like à looſe Garment, (as too 
much Butineſs in this World, and too thick Cluſters 
of Affairs therein, that are apt to take up all your 
Time and careful Thoughts) you will have but little 
Liſt or Leiſure to mind and proſecute the Buſineſſes 
and Motions of your Chriſtian Calling. If you love 
any better than God and Chriſt, your Souls and Hea- 
ven, and than the Way that leads thereto, your 
Hearts will eaſily reſign all the Concerns of Chri- 
ſtianity thereto. And if you fear any thing more 
than God, and than his Frowns and Wrath, you will 
eaſily grow too cowardly and faint to run. If any 
thing perplex and preſs your Thoughts and Conſci- 
ences, as Guilr not yet removed, black Thoughts of 
God and Chriſt, hard Thoughts of Duty or the Croſs, 
too dreadful Thoughts of Martyrdom or Death, d iſ- 
couraging Conceits of the Impoſſibility of acquiring 
what you are called to run for, or the like; theſe things, 
if not prevented or removed, will prevent that Strength 
and Chearfulneſs which your Race requires. See 
therefore that you moderate your Paſſions and Affecti- 
ons; and that yon ſubdue your Hopes and Fears, 
and make them ordinately manageable ; and that you 
avoid the Scandal of the Croſs, by your ſuperlative 
Love to the Concerns and Duties that are to be ſeal- 
ed, diſcharged, and obtained thereby: For thus theſe 
Witneſſes have done before you, And eſpecially a- 


* 
- 
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and mortifie all Roots of Sin wit 


eſpecially what may como with moft Advantage againſt 
ö * r. 5 5 a e b$7 20 b | * you; 


28 HE BRE WS xii. 1. 
you; and have the eaſieſt Acceſs unto you, either 
through Temper, Cuſtom, Calling, Employments, or 
the general Courſe and Practice, or Endeavours of 
your Age and Day. 1 Thar ws f Uh 
3. The great thing to be done is, Running of the 
Race. For our Deſigns and Purpoſes are to be put into 
Execution, 2 Tin. 4. J. And the great thing intended here 
is, preſſing forward towards the Prize, in growthtul 
Knowledge, Holineſs, and fruitful Righteouſneſs, till 
the great Purpoſes of Chriſtian Godlineſs be anſwered, 
and its great Scope and End attained unto, Heb. 6. 1, 
2. 2 Pet. 3. 18. and thus we find it phraſed by, Love 
abounding more and more in all Knowledge and Fudg- 
ment; (or Senſe) approving the things that are ex- 
cellent: Being ſincere, and without Offence, until 
the (coming of) the Day of Chriſt, and filled with 
the Fruits of Righteouſneſs, which are by eſis Chriſt 
unto the Glory and Praiſe of God, Phil. 1. 9,—-11. 
We have the Work of Faith, (its Fight, 1 Tim. 6. 
12. its Vitory, 1 e 5. 4.) the Labour of Love, 
and Patience of Hope in the Sight of God and our 
Father, in the Lord feſus Chriſt, 1 Theſſ. 1. 3. 4: 
bounding in the Work of the Lord, 1 Cor. 15. 58. 
Bringing forth Fruit unto Perfedlion, Luke 8. 14. 
and mere for Repentance, Acts 26. 20. Growing up 
unto Chriſt in all things, who is our Head, Eph. 4. 
15. and walking as Chriſt himſelf hath watked, 1 John 
2. 6. and doing all that is honeſt, lovely——Fhil.4-8, 
9. a vigorous, faithful, and unwearied Progreſs in all 
thoſe Paths which lead us to Life eternal. We muſt 
have our Hearts and Hopes in Heaven, our Converſa- 
tions there, and our Expectations thence, - Phil. 3. 
20, 21. and as we have received how to walk, 
and to pleaſe God in all things, ſo we muſt abound 
more and more, 1 Theſſ. 4. 1. Filled with the Know- 
Hedge of God's Will in all Wiſdom,and ſpiritual Un. 
derſtanding: Walking worthy of tbe Lord to all pleaſ- 
ing, being fruitful in every good Work, and uy 
m_—_ | ER > 
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 » Conſidered and Applied. 29 
ſing in the Knowledge of God; ſirengthned with all 


| Might —Col. 1. 9, — 12. Serious Diligence, Care and 


Expedition, to be found at the laſt, compleat in allthe 
Will of God, all holy Converſation and Godlineſs : 

All due Comportments with the Divine Plea- 
ſure and Command: This is the Race we are to run. 
All our Defires, Reſolves, Purſuits and Complacency; 
and every Article of our Temper and Behaviour muſt 
correſpond with Rule. Whatever God commands, 
under the Encouragements of the promiſed Reward 
and Crown of Life, muſt be performed: Whatever 
he prohibits, upon Pain of Death muſt be declined: 


| Whatever he affords to forward our Preparednefs 


for Glory is to be faithfully improved; and whatever 
he lets looſe upon us, to exerciſe us with, and try 
our Metal by, muft be encountred and endured : 
And the Promife muſt be ſought, ſecured and gotten 
by us in regular Ways; and waited for, till the fit 
Seaſon come, for the Accompliſhment thereof. And 
all theſe things muſt we immediately ſet about, and 


diſcharge with Conſtancy and Expedition. 


4. All this is to be done with Patience, Heb. 10. 
36. Now Patience takes in, 1. Greatneſs of Mind. 
as to what is of difficult Acqueſt, 2. Conftancy of 
Purpoſe, as to all ſudden Oppoſition and Emergencies. 


3. Calmneſs of Spirit, as to all ſeeming Diſappoint- 


ments, Burthens or Delays of what we look for: Great 
things are here to be expected and defigned ; and fo 
the Spirit muſt riſe high. Great things are to be 
here diſpatch'd, and ſo our Hearts are to be fortified 
with great Courage and mighty Reſolurion. Great 


Exigencies and Emergencies may ariſe, and freſh As- 


faults, beyond our preſent ExpeCtations, may requite 
cry ſmart Encounters, (as in the Caſe of Paul, 2 Cr. 
12. 7,—10.) and ſo our Bow muſt be preſerved in 
Strength. Strange Diſappointments of our Hopes in 
ſome particular Inſtances of our Courſe may try us. 


Great Burthens may be multiplied vpon vs, when 


greater 


R 
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greater Eaſe and Liberty may poſſibly be deſired; 


and (under ſome providential Circumſtances) proba: M1 


bly expected : And the Methods of God's Dealing 


with us, and his Trials of us, may have unuſual and 


unthought of Tracts and Traverſes; rendring our 
greateſt Hopes ſuſpicious, and clouded to our thought- | 
ful Souls. And then the Spirit muſt be calm and ſi- 
lent; and far from Murmurings and Succumbencies. | 
Our Spiritual Enemies may abide both plentiful, } 
mighty and long Strokes, ere we ſhall ſenfibly feel 
them fall before, or truckle under us. But we muſt 
maintain the Combate to the laſt; and rather chuſe 
to die than yield. Many a Trip or fainting Fit, and 
many ſad Inſurrections of the old Man's Forces in 
us, and many a ſore Temptation to retreat or ſtopmuſt 


we expect: And if our Spirits be not preſerved, 


calm and ſtout, they will either challenge God, or 
through Deſpondency or Diſtaſte, run back, ſtand 
fill, or ſtart aſide, or ſwoon away. He that can bear 
great Burthens, do great things, and be content to 
wait for the parturient Promiſe-rill the right Hour of 


its Deliverance, without prevailing murmuring De- 


ſpondencies, Wearineſs, or Suſpicions of God's Abi- 
lity and Faithfulneſs to help and proſper him; he | 
that can reach this Pitch is the right patient Man. 
For Patience is but the reſtraining of an endangered 
or tempted Soul from all Extreams that may di- 
{turb and change the Harmony of its uſetul Purpoſes, 4 
Peace and Temper. And he that runs this Race muſt | 
be contented with the Oppoſitions, the Length and 
Troubles of it; and though he ſhould find the Race # 
more difficult, hazardous or coſtly than was expeQ- } 
ed at his firſt ſetting out, yet muſt he take heed } 


he loſe not what he hath wrought, 2 John 8. through i 


any Immoderation. 5 ; 1 
No for a Sacramental Word: Let me adviſe you, | 
that are this Day to commemorate the Sufferings | 
of Chriſt, to conſſaer the Apoſtle and High-Prieſt of | 

EE. | your | 


9 


r ˙ » <6; n 8 .- enn OB * 
1 * 4 ern © KS — 
. PCC 1 


 Confidered and Applied. 3t 
your Profeſſion, Heb. 3. 1. And more particularly in 


his apt Relation to the Purport of my Text. 
For here, in Jeſus Chriſt, you have this our Textual, - 
1. Race exemplified. 


2. Teſtimony confirmed. And 
ſo, 3. Advantages and all Encoutagements afforded, 
that you may gird your ſelves, and run with Patience 
the Race bere ſet before you. © 

1. You have here the Race exemplified. For Chrift 
is here our Te%goues or Forerunner, Heb. 6. 20. Caſt 
but your Eyes upon the Records of Chriſt's Life and 
Death in the Four Evangeliſts: Take but the Epitome 
of that Hiſtory in the two following Verſes to my 
Text, Heb. 12. 2, 3. Compare them both with this 
great ſenſible Repreſentation in the Supper, and then 
you may clearly ſee your Race; for it is, in all, 


| exactly ſer before you; and Chriſt himſelf is here ex- 


hibited as your exemplary Racer. (I.) Here is the 
Scope and Prize Chriſt aimed at, and ran tor. The 
Joy that was ſet before bim, Heb. 12. 2. See John 


17. 4, 5. and was it not to this that others caſt their 


Eye? Ads 20. 24. 2 Tim. 4. 8. Heb. 10. 34. Phil. 3. 
20, 21. 2 Cor. 5. 8.9. and 1 Cor. 9. 25, 26. As 24. 
14,—-16. Chriſt looked at no worldly Pomp and 
Grandeur; bur fixt his Expectations on his approaching 
State. Glory with God he covered; and the Delights and 
Majeſty of his Heavenly State and Throne was the 
great Prize he aimed at. (II.) Faith was a Maſter- 
Sineio of his Strength to run, Mat. 27. 43. Alle 2. 
25,—28. He credited the Nearneſs, Faithfulneſs and 
Greatneſs of his God, and the Reality and Certainty 
of what by Sence he ſaw not. Thus it was with 
Moſes, Heb. 11. 27. and thus it is with every Faith- 
ful Racer, 2 Cor. 5. 7. Heb. 11. 13. Faith in God 
made Chriſt ſwift and conftant in his Race, and 


ve our ſelves muſt be rhe ſame thereby. (III.) The 


ws and Shame were both expected, prepared for, 
endured, and deſpiſed by him. It was expected, 
for Chriſt told his Diſciples of it, Luke 18. 31,33. 


Fe- 


4 
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12. 2. For he died not ſneekingly, nor againſt his 
Vill, Luke 1 2. 50. Mark 10. 45. and was not Paul 
His Sufferings did not check, but quicken and ad- 


been with others, Pſal. 119. 71. Phil. 4. 11, 12. 
Thus muſt it be with //, Heb. 12. 7, — 12. 2 Tim. | 


the trueſt and moſt accurate Exemplar, for what you | 
moſt glorious, ſublime 'and laſting, immortal Plea- 


propoſed, as the great Prize to run for. The Laws of 


his great Deſigns, his pure Intentions , his noble 
Proweſs, his deep Humility, his mighty Reſolutions, | 
| his generous Self-denial, his ſtrange Contempt and 


_ enduring to the end, a conquering Champion, a fa- 
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Prepared for by him. For he went into the Garden 1 
to take the cleareſt Proſpect and bittereſt Forerafte | 
of it, Luk. 22. 39,—44. endured and deſpiſed, Heb. | 


like minded? Phil. 1. 20. Col. 1. 24. Heb. 10. 32. 
Nothing could break or daunt his Courage. (IV.) 


vance | Obedience, Heb. 5. 8, 9. Thus hath: it 


3.12. 1 Pet. 4. 19. All that Chriſt ſuffered did but | 
illuſtrate Excellence, and quicken Diligence, and | 
end in glorious Succeſs and Honour. And to conclude, 
(V.) He was and did, what was required, and as | 
required of his Father, both to the Anſwer and At- 
tainment of all tated Purpoſes and Ends, John 8. 29. 
1 Pet. 2. 19,—23. and / muſt we, as you may ſee 
at large propoſed and enforced in Phil. 2. 5,—16. 
Here then behold, as in the cleareſt Mirror, and in 


are to run, and in what.Courſe, and bow. What is 
ſure and Perfection in the Heavenly State, is here 


running, as to the Race and Manner, have here a 
new Edition and Impreſſion. Chriſt ated, ſpake, 
and was, as ordered by that God who hath fixt the 
Laws of running; nor was he charged, you ſee, with 
any ſluggiſh, crooked, croſs, or intermittent Motions. 
He _ not off, till he could confidently, and with 
Comfort ſay. Father, tis finiſhed. - Here then behold 


Conqueſt of the Devil, World and Fleſh, and his 


mous Martyr, and the moft unerring Pattern: of A 


| Conſidered and Applied. = 
Obedience and Submiſſion to the entire Will of God. 
wat wonderful Proficience did he make in Wif- 
dom, Stature, Grace and Favour with God and Man? 
What Life and Luſtre did he expreſs his Holineſs 
and Unction with 2 And what vigorous Emanations 
of his glorious vital Faithfulneſs did he exhibit to 
the World: He ftrenuouſly did all that his Father 
gave Commiſſion for: He patiently endured to the 
end all his exacted and atflitted Agonies, and he 
rendred not his Hopes and Enterprize abortive by 
any precipitant Expectations or Attempts. He ram, 
he fought, he bare all that the Race and Prize requi- 
red; and here he Sacramentally ſtands before you, 
demanding and expecting your full and faithful Imi- 
tation of him ; and your following after him. Run 
then the Race which he hath finiſhed before you; 
and feed upon him, that you may run after him; and 
be not weary of your Race and Hopes, ſeeing you 
have ſuch ſtrengthning Food, and ſo encouraging and 
exact a Pattern. You do not well diſcern the Body o 
your Lord, if, through his Wounds, you do nor ſee 
his Patience and Conſtancy; and the right Race cut 
and ſet out before you, which you are to run. You 
here ſee more than Words or Sher, than faint or tri- 
vial Attempts, or arbitrary Motions. Here were no 
Steps per ſultum, or by Fits and Starts. No Jeſtings, 
and Hy pocriſie, or Sloth ; no Selfiſhneſs or Licentiouſ- 
neſs in the Diſguiſe and Artifice of a religious Profeſ- 
ſion or Pretence : Much leſs, Debaucheries, Injuriouſ- 
neſs and Cenſoriouſneſs hid in the Mantle of Formali- 
ty or Faction: But all Plainheartedneſs, Diligence and 
Impartiality in lawful ſtriving for the propoſed and 
15 Crown and Prize. And think on this at the 
able. 
2. You have here the Teſtimony of this Cloud of 
Wrineſſes confirmed, for your Awakning and En- 
couragement, Heb. 12. 2, 3. Jeſus Chriſt is the Fazrh- 
ful Witneſs, Rev. 1. 5. and = True one too, Rev. 3. 
| | I 4+ 
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14. and pertinent hereunto is that great Charge and 
Motive. Eight the good Fight of Faith ; lay hold upos 
eternal Life, whereunto thou art 15 called, (Lo 
here is the Race and Prize) and haſt profeſPd + | 
good Profeſſion before many Witneſſes, (and there is 
the Teſtimony of a Saint, and of a material Witneſs). 
But, I give thee charge in the Sight of God, who | 
uickeneth all things, and before Feſus Chriſt, tuo, 
Wore Pontius Pilate, witneſſed the good Confeſios 
(and here is your further Charge back'd with a Je- 
ſirmony to the ral 4. to Conſtancy of Motion under 
the greateſt Hazards, and in the Face of Danger) that 
thou keep this Commandment without Spot, unrehule- 
able till the Appearance of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 
(And here is enjoined Patience by virtue of this great 
Witneſs and his Teſtimony ) 1 T. 6. 12,—15. *® 
How can you doubt of the Exiſtence of infinite Ma- 
jeſty and Excellence, whom Chrift himſelf fo greatly 8 
reverenced, and faithfully obeyed! Or of the Prize, 3 
which Chriſt himſelf with ſuch Expedition, Care and 
Vigour, haſtned ro: Or of the Race, and all that 
Care and Diligence it calls for, which Chriſt himſelf 3 
performed with ſuch Exactneſs: Or of your needſu! 7 
Preparations, by laying aſide all Weights, ſeeing ® 
Chrift thus ſtript himſelf of all, that he might pro- 
ſperouſly diſpatch it: Or of the Neceſſity of Pati- 
ence, ſeeing ſuch Provocations were encoumred and 
* endured by him: Or of the ſevereft Scrutinies, and 
Trial at the laſt, ſeeing Chriſt, by approved Faith- 
fulneſs obtained the Crown, and is appointed, (and 
will come again as) Judge, to tiy the Racers, and to 
crown thoſe that have run aright. Were there no 
God, no Heaven, no Race, no Trial, no Judgment, | 


and no determined Recompence, what could theſe Sut- 
ferings and Memorials ſignifie and fabſerve2 What 
did theſe Witneſſes teſtifie, bear or do, that was not 

owned, and quite outdone by Chriſt? Come then, be- 
hold your Pattern, weigh his Teflimony, and con- | 


is attainable by Faith, and viſible Thereto. 
Dihicull ies conquerable, your Conſtunq and Patience 


that God z faithful, 1 Cor. z. 9. that C 4 
Jul and mindful of you,, That the Race 13 | 
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WF «ct your Fraſt into Recruits of Strength, and Sprrirs 
0 run your Race. See whither Wir. 
gone tor you; what he hach Jef? 1 


orerummer is 
him for you 
O what a Pyize is ſer by him before. you. You ſes 
raft Is merci- 
| pollible, 
Patience proſperous, the Couenant ſure,. the, < roms it 

our 


pleadable through Grace," recrprocal Bonds, 'twixt God 
and you, are firm and ſacred, and nothing truly tedi- 
ous, prejudicial or diſgraceful unto the right, ſound, 
iin, % 
- -Iyfer. i. All our Motions and Deſigns are under 


Law. The Race is not without irs Rules and Canons. 


2 Tim. 2. 5. Not without Law to God, but under the 


Lare 10 Chriſt, 1. Cor. 9.21. Gal. 6. 16. all things un- 
meet are to be laid aſide, 1 Per. 2. 1. , The* Lozns f 


our Minds muſt have their Girdings up, 1 Pet. 1. 13, 
Our Feet ſhod with the Preparation F the Goſpel of. 


| Peace, Eph. 6. 15. The Paſſions and Affect ions 


(thoſe Motions) of our Minds by. way of Appetite, 
or Reſentments, . are to be under juſt Reſtraints and 
Diſcipline, 1 Cor. 9. 25,--27. and according to our 
Rated Rules of Motion, we muſt be diligent and ha- 


| ſy; mighty and reſolute to run, and conſtant in 


rogrefiive Motions till we attain the Hope and Prize. 
he End which God propoſes to us muſt be deſigned 


by us, vis. the pleaſing of God's Will, in the Glory 
and Succeſs of his Government and Grace, to win 


the Salvation of our Souls. He hath ſhewed us 
what we are to aim at; his Image, Favour, and the 
Joys and Glory of his eternal Preſence in the Heavens: 


| And he hath laid before us the meet and only Way. 
to reach what fully will reward our Motions. . A. 


diſentangled Mind, as to the Concernments and Accom- 
modations of the Fleſh in this preſent World, and 


3 conſequently moderate, 3 to its Deſires and Deli eie 
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An Heart well affected to Holineſs and the Things of 


God : And ſuperiour to all 27 Griefs and Fears 
of evil things: And a wel 

our Behaviour towards God, our ſelves, and others: 
An Heart in Heaven, and all things undertaken and 
diſcharged worthy of what we aim at and purſue: 
And all contemptuous Rejections and ſtout Reſiſtances 
of what doth attempt the raviſhing of our Hopes and 
Crown from us; with a ſedate enduring of what this 
Enterprize may coſt us, or expoſe us to; theſe are the 
things required of us, by the Laws of this our Race, 
God did not think it fit that we ſhould arbitrarily 
chuſe our Way to Heaven: ſeeing it was, and is ſo 
congruous, that the Prize and Race ſhould have their 
juſt and ſtrict Affinity and Alliance each to other; 
for how can the carnal Mind either reliſh or poſ- 
ſeſs the ors and Treaſures of our Heavenly State? 
We muſt not cheriſh vagrant Thoughts; nor give any 
Scope and Countenance to the Extravagancies of our 
trifling wanton Hearts. Nor muſt we act as if we 
were unaccountable to any. For God the great Lord, 
and Lawgiver of the Race and Prize, muſt ſtate the 
Terms of his own Gift, and determine as he pleaſes, 
which, and tehat {hall be our Way to Heaven. For 
otherwiſe, we ſhould by our licentious Ways and 
Exerciſes contract ſuch evil Principles, Habits, and 
Propenſions, as would make Heaven it ſelf no Heaven 


to us; and no fit thing for God to give us. For, thus, 


_ would be nothing to us, that he might give us 
Infer. 2. An eaſie Way to Heaven is not to be ex- 
pected by us. Ads 14. 22. no Man ſhould be moved 
ot Afflidtions in that we are appointed thereunto, 
1 Theſſ. 3. 3. Patience muſt have a perfed Work, 
Jam. I. 4. and our Souls, therein poſſeſs'd, when we 
have nothing here to call our own. In Lutte 21. 19. 
and we could not here be called to run this Race toith 
Patience, were there not tedious Burthens, and ſmart 
ET En. WT” Services, 


ordered Converſation in 
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Services to go through. For the 5700y} takes in both 


Reſolution, Submiſſion, and Sedatedneſs, or Compo- 
ſedneſs of Spirit; all which imply, Diſcouragements, 


Contradictions, and Diſturbances, or Affronts to be 
expected and reckoned on. No Grace can have its 


genuine Exerciſe and Improvement without its pro- 
per ob, ets and Occaſions. And Patience we know 
is calculated for a ſtormy Climate, and prepared for 
Winter Work and Weather, and to be called Patience 

in a Race, wherein there is nothing for its Exerciſe, 


= is trivial and abſurd. Which of theſe Wrrneſſes e- 


ſcaped difficult Services, tedious Affronts and Bur- 


thens, and the delayed Accompliſhments: of their. 


ExpeCtations ? Have we no. intimate Reluctancies, 
to ſubdue, to our incumbent Duty 2 Think we that 
Soul-Diſtempers, of ſo long Continuance, and deep 


- Rootedneſs, can be removed with one Breath or Step? 


Habituated Hearts and Faculties to Vanity, Luft and 


Folly, will find the ppt of their vicious and 


vile Principles and Diſpoſitions fo hard to com- 
paſs, as that many and fervent Prayers, ſtrict Watch- 


fulneſs, ſtrong Reſolutions, great Attendancies on the 


Means of Cure, and the moſt vigorous Endeavours, 


and Attempts, will exerciſe their utmoſt Patience, 


ere the Cure be effected throughly. The Heart that 
is drenchd in Worldlineſs and Senſuality, and that 
hath converſed ſcarce with any thing but this be- 
witching World and Fleſh, will not ſo eafily and 
quickly become familiarly acqua inted with the 
things of God, as to ſpeak Patience needleſs. The 
Laws of our Minds and Members will maintain a 
ſharp and conſtant War within us; and the Conten- 
tian muſt run parallel with our Continuance in our 
Pilgrim State; and if our Conqueſt be ſo difficult and 
flow, notwithſtanding all our Defires and Attempts 
to haften it; tis evident that the Prize cannot be 

with Eaſe, nor the Race run aright with trifling. Pa- 
tient Actings, patient Endurings, and patient Hopes, 


0 ö Ie 

38 HE BR EW˖S xn. 1. 
ipeak the Way difffcult to Glory: And the more dif- 
fcult ſhall we find it, -betauſe of ſuch Confcedetati- 
ons of Enemtes and Diſudyantages againſt us. The 
Devil, World and Fleih will twiſt their Craft and 
Forces to perplex us in our Oourſe: The Iſſue may 
be long expected ee it come: God in his Providence 
may ſometimes glance forth his rerrible Afpects on 
us, and we muſt always fight our ſelves; ot elfe no 
Infor. 3. Chxiſtianity is a State and Courſe of dili- 
gent and conſtant Adlon. 'Ob/ervatron and. Deſgn, 
2 Pot. ou 1:15, A vigorous Ptoſtcurion-of what is 

feu; but beyond Controverſie, necdful. It is here 
reſembled yVrunning, the fwifteſt Motion towards 
a diſcerned, delired and deſigned Term, for the ob- 
raining! of the richeſt Prize, and the moſt glorious” 
Crown; t6 this we are quickned by à great Cloud 
of Witneſſes; who have gone before us, left their 
Teſtimony with us; will one Day hear r Trial; 
and expect that we ſhould fun and win, ey have 
done before us. The Maurſ und Prize is Mtant from 
us, and hard to be obtained by us. For all the Exer- 
cifes and Impediments of our Race (being ſo nume- 
tous and! great) require the [Boldnefs of a Liod, the 
Conſideration of a Man, che Refolurion of 'a Martyr, 

the nj 19 hey ry Temper of a Chriftian, the 

| Strength and_Darih 
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gneſs of a Giant, the- Patience and 
Meekiiefs of a Lamb, and the Recruits and Repara- 
tions ''6f/a_ new Ctefition; And as running is the 
only Buſineſs of a Racer: and the toinning of the 
Prize, the ſingular and great Den that takes up all 
his Thoughts and Hopes; ſlick ate the Intereſt, Aims 
and Carriage of a Chriſt ian, in his Cburſe to Glory, 
Ahr, re all Pur ener, and that with Longe ufer: 
Thy «rd/Foyſuineſs, Coli": xv; "God hath not, in the 
Goſpel; called us to graffi the curious chings of # 
wanton' Fancy; but te emprinciple bur Minds for 
Motions, Services and Athyifitions. e d. * | 
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Conſcclered and Applied. - 
1 Pet. 2. 9. We have here the God of Light, Life, 
Love; the Kingdom of his Glory, the Son ot his Love, 
the Spirit of his Grace, the Freatures of his Cove- 
nant; the Myſteries of his Oracles, and the Methods 
of his Providence, to exerciſe our deepeſt and ſeve- 


reſt Thoughts and Studies. We have the Canons of 


his Goſpel Laws to ſtudy and difcern, that we may 
regulate our Motions. We have the Depths of Wick- 
edneſs and Falſhood in our ſelves to be detected and 
removed from us. We have the Malignity, Deſigns 
and Stratagems of Satan, with all his Inſtruments and 
Advantages, cloſely and ſericuſly to conſider; that we 
may decline them, or defeat them. We have the Spi- 


rit, Pageamry and Courſes of this World for us to un- 


derftand and ſcape, and manifold Snares therein ro 
be delivered from. We have the Iſſues and Reſults 


of time, in Heaven and Hell, to ponder on, that we 


may end our Courſe with Foy. And how many ſtrong 
and ſteady Steps have we to take ! How many dread- 
ful things to face! How many fierce Aſſaults and 
Soirits roWMcounrer | How many Storms and Tem- 


peſts to endure! And what brave Reſolutions againft 


the Streams of great Reluctancies and Diſcourage- 
ments have we by Prayer and Thoughtjulnefs to 
maintain! And how many Witneſſes and Patterns to 
obſerve, before our Race and Teſtimony be- tulfilled. 


This is our Chriſtianity, and therefore fitly tefernbled 


by the running of a Race with Patience. Jets: 
Inſer. 4. No groſly ignorant and inconfiderate Fools 

can make good Racers here, Eph. 5. 15. or 4he 

turning away of the fimple will flay them, Prov. 1. 3 2. 


Hz that would run this Race muſt have the Light. 


John 9. 4. 12. 35, 36. it is here reaſonable Serviec 


that we have to do, Rom. 12. 1. and therefore the 
Reaſons, Rules and Ends thereof mult be diſcerned. 
He not-unwiſe, but undorſtand the Wilt of God, Eph. 
5. 1). Why were theſe Witneſſes fpoken of fo large- 
1y? And why is their Teſtimony here propoſed to us? 
And why was this Exhortation thus: inferred for us, 


D 4 | but 


4 HEBREWS Xii. 1. 
but that we ſhould wiſely ſet about this Race? For 
theſe are no uncertain Sounds, and without Know- 


ledge the Soul cannot be good. Prov. 19. 2. The Wi. 


dom of the Prudent is to underſtand his Way : but the 
Folly of Fool is Deceit, Prov. 14. 8. A Man that is 


ignorant, knows not what he hath to do, nor why. 


All Motions are irregular and. vain, where the great 
Term and Scope is not diſcerned. As we have re- 
cerved how to pleaſe, —we muſt ſo abound. And till 
the Race be underftood, who knows how to engage 
therein? The ignorant will eafily miſtake, and go 
on confidently toward his own Deſtruction. There 
as a way that ſeems right to a Man, and the End 
thereof is Death. And he that runs at random 
will not, o Chance ſo eaſily fall into the Ways 
of Life. Nor is the inconſiderate Man much bet- 
ter, whoſe Knowledge lyes like a buried Talent 
in the Napkin. They know not that they do Evil. Pre- 
cipitant Motions they are unproſperous and pernicious ; 
and he that heeds not both his Prize and Courſe, will 
either fall, or leave his Way, and miſs the Crown he 


ſeems to run for. For things relating to this Race re- 


quire the quickeſt Sight and deepeſt Thoughts. Skill is 
required to know what is moſt like to preis us down,to 
hinder,orentangle us. For there are ſecret Weights and 
Luſts, or Principles of Vanity, not to be diſcovered 
by an haſty Glance or Look. An evil Heart lyes deep, 
and all our moſt dangerous Idols Iye covered in the 
Straw ; and they may eaſily evade the Diſcovery and 
Inſpect ion of ignorant and raſh Souls. And the Sin 
that doth ſo eaſily beſet us, hath its moſt intricate, 
but great Advantages to encreaſe and enſnare us by 
Surprize. And our intimate undiſcovered Enemies 


and Traitors render the: Addrefſes of Satan and this 


World moſt capable of the eaſięſt Acceſs unto our 
Hearts, and of the ſtrongeſt Influences thereon. And 
for the Prize, nothing but Faith can keep it in our 
Proſpect, and that ſuppoſes Knowledge : And by both 
theſe muſt that Love be animated to Heavenly Things, 
—_ YT: 1 | 5 whic 


. 


and Pilgrims on the * Neither could any Pri- 
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which muſt facilitate and ſweeten our Motions thi- 


therward. And for the actual Duties of this Race, 


ſee and conſider Jobs 13. 17. „ | 

Infer. 5. How much are we concerned and bound to 
run this ſtated Race with Patience, ſeeing the Cloud 
of Witneſſes hath increaſed upon us. and about us! For 
even theſe Hebrews, to whom this Epiſtle was direct- 
ed, have ſhewed to us what manner of Influence and 
Improvement this Cloud of Witneſſes had upon them, 
Heb. 10. 32,—34. Te (faith the Apoſtle) became Fol- 
lowers of the Churches of God, which in Judea are in 
Chriſt J7eſus: For ye alſo huve ſuffered like things of 


| your own Countrymen, even as they have of the Jews, 


1 Theſſ. 2. 14. How have all Ages, fince theſe Primi- 
tive Times, abounded with Pregnant Teſtimonies ro 
this Truth, that the Race ſet before us muſt and may 
be run with Patience ! And ſhall not we prepare for, 
and be reſolved on, and actually engaged in this 
Race? How many Thouſands have held out ſtoutly 
in the Faith and Patience of the Goſpel ; Never re- 
garding Lives unto the Death, that they might obtain 
the Prize they ran for, [that better Reſurrection] 


and came off with the Approbation of that Maſter, 


and with his great Recompence of Reward? Many 
both in the Ten Perſecutions, and amongſt us in the 
Marian Days, have been both ſtout and ſwift in their 
finiſhing of their Courſe; they never caſt away their 
Chriſtian Yoke; they never quit their Race; but 


bravely forced their Paſſage through all thoſe moun- 


tainous and ſmart Affronts and Oppoſitions where- 
with their Courſe was filled. They cleave to God 
when all the World forſook him, and engaged againft 
him. They kept their Hearts and Hopes in Heaven, 
when both their Race and Crown became the Scorn 
of all about them. They poured Contempt upon this 
World, whilſt its Idolators thought them mad; and 
by the moſt numerous and ſignal Inftances of Self. 
denial, they confeſs'd themſelves to be but Strangers 


* ſons, 
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fons, Wracks or Dungeons ſuppreſs ieir Reſolutions 


to be foihful. They tang in Priſons, rejoiced in 
Flames, gloried in all the Sequeſtrations, Reproach- 
es, and hard ſages that befct them; and magnificd 
that Grace of God which kepr their Patience in its 
mect and uſe ful Strength. Bur never did they quarrel 
with their God, or with his Ways, as it they thought 
themſelves too hardly exerciſed therein.: What then 
remains but that we pird our ſelves, and run, and 
preſs to get and do hat hath been got and done be- 
fore us? Run then this Race that is ſer before you, 
and do it patiently, keeping this great (houd of Mit- 
neſſes in your Eye. Here therefore let me thew you 
by way of Directory. 1. What Race it is that you 
muſt run, and what you muſt do to run ir. 2. Why 
you muſt run it. 3. Why you muſt run wich Pati- 


ence, and ſo what, 1. WII exerciſe, 2. Muſt en- 


courage Patience. 

Quer. 1. What muſt we G0 that we may run this 
Race that is ſet before us? 
1. Labour to know what the Reco is | What is 
written in the Law? The Royal Law of Liberty muſt 
be looked into; that ſo your Steps and Motions may 
be ordered thereby. And then that will tell you of 
that God, whom you muſt know, and love, and ſerve; 
and ſv, imitate and reſemble Gf that Redeemer, by 
whoſe Knowledee, Government and G1ace, you muſt 
approach to God, as a true Favourite and loyal Sub- 
ject. Of that Spirit, by whoſe Might you muft be 


ſtrengthned for all your Duties, Burthens, and Ac- 


quelts of that TJ Crown for which you are to 
run. Of thoſe Accompliſhments and Ornaments of 
Spirit. wherein you are to be proficient, Jam. 3. 17. 


And of thoſe Huna Inſtances of reautar ” Motions, 


wherewith your Converfations muſt be filled. God 
calls you to Glory and Virtue, and he tells you of 
thoſe Articles of _— Behaviours, with which 


he muſt and will bs e Kg. 4: $20 Confor- 
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ity und Obedience unto God, and Complacency and 


anfdeiice in him, and Fruits of Righteoufneſs and 


Holivteſs towards him. Sagacity, Pervency, and Acti. 
vy in things pettainihg 10 his k 


j ingdom, Ways and 
Win; and growing up to the Fulneſs and Stature of a 
perfe@t' Man in Chriff : And © acting more and 
mote in the Power öf his Spirit, and the Imitation 
of his exadt and exemplary Practice, till all your Sins, 
Luſis and Corruptions be ſubdued, your Work 
Traft filled; and your Deſigns and Crown be ac-" 
compliſhed and attained unto; and ſo you your ſelves 
retiſrhed to God, and fix d compleat in all his Will; 
this is the Race that yu. muſt run. God and Chriſt 
muſt be all in all, and -alt for hin. 

21. Be faithfu- in the Praftice and Diſcharge of 
what you know. Rev. 2. 10. Such as ure upright in 
their May are God's Drligbt; and he that not his 
Maſter's Will, and dor h it, is the right Man indeed. 
Let not your Eyes be blinded with linifter Reſpects, 
nor your Minds broken with Gluts and Surfeits, nor 
your Steps ſtraitned or obſtructed with 1 
blocks, nor your Garments looſened through Self- 
neglects, nor Talents buried or neglected 01 8 
Idleneſs, Falfhood; or Improvidence; nor your Si- 
news (trained through wry Steps. See that you al- 
ways keep your Steps and Faces towards your Prize. 


e 
* 


— 


} 


Direct and conftant Motions rid moſt Ground, and 


makes the ſureſt Work. Tis neither ſtanding ſtill, 


nor going back, nor trifling, or gazing by the way, 
8 or be commended. The Fruits of 
Righteonfneſs muſt be genuine, ſeaſonable, ripe and 
I: Your Graces muſt be active, uniform, conſtant, 


gere and conſpicFuous. And all your Faculties, 
: 


alt the, Members of the new Man muſt be preferved;. 
nimble, ſound and Rrong, © Wartnth, Painfalncks, and 
efolution, and alt provident Improvements of due 
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44 HEBR EWS Kii. 1. 5 
3. Look eſpecially to that Faith and Love which 
muſt preſerve your Motions, Gal. 5. 6. 1 John 5. 3, 4 

| JO 20. 21. As Men believe and love, ſo they wi 
have themſelves in what they undertake. - *Tis the 
evil Heart of Unbelief that draws off from this Race. 
Heb. 3. 12. 10. 38, 29. and Want of Love that makes 
Men weary of their Race, and undervaluers of the 
Prize before them. Our Infidelity, eats like a Worm 
or Cancer, and frets the Mafter-Sinews of our Strength 
and Purpoſes to nothing. And the alienated Heart 
will quickly tire and faint. It was through their 
Faith that all theſe Worthies of the Lord have 
wrought ſuch Wonders; and Love bears, believes, 
endures, and hopeth all things; and ſo, it leaves no 
Root or Room for being ſcandalized at any thing. 
Faith takes the proſpect of the Crown, ſurveys the 
Race, and ſtates the Matter: And Love endears the 
whole, and then we run with Chearfulneſs and Suc- 
ceſs. But if the Eye of Faith be blemiſhed or ſtricken 
out, we are charmed and impoſed upon, i; ang: 
ve b 


thing that courts us: And if the Flames of 
8 we forthwith quit the Race, becauſe we 
ſlight the Prize, 2 Tim. 4. 10. No Motions are fo 
vigorous, uniform, and conſtant as thoſe that are 
maintained by Faith and Love. We run for an incor- 
ruptible Crown, I therefore run, ſaith Faith. The 
Love of Chriſt conſlrains s, and we muſt be in 
Afton, and know no Courſe but the Race ſet before | 
us, Rub then your Eyes, that you may. pierce the 
Veil, and ſearch the State, to which your preſent Mo- 
tions are to tend; and verily. perſwade yourſelves of 
both the Truth and Uſefulneſs of theſe two Articles 
of Belief, on which the reſt depend, that God 7s, 
and that he is a Rewarder of them that diligently ſeek 
him. There is a God, and therefore one infinitely 

wiſer, and greater, and better than your ſelves. And 
one that therefore claims and looks for your choiceft 

Services and Devotions, with full Submiſſions and 


| Confidered and Applied. 4s 
Obedience to his Will. And thereupon, the running 
of this ſtated Race. He is a Rewarder of them that 
diligently ſeek him; and that fo, run arighrt. Your 
Prize and Crown cannot but well deſerve the Race: 
For he, that zs God, will be your God, and not aſha- 
med to be called ſuch, and all that comes by Chrift to 
us is but God manifeſted thus by him to us And if 
theſe Matters be but credited and relied upon, there 
is nothing to be queſtioned or contemned in the whole 
Race by us. For how joyfully may he run that knows 
how great and fure his Crown will be? And thus by 
Faith enflame your Love to God, to Godlineſs and 
Glory; and then you will be unwearied. For Love 
abhors unworthy Actions and Defigns; bearing its 
conſtant Recompences and Refreſhments in its own 
Womb' and Bowels. | 1 
Quer. 2. Why ſhould we run this Race that is thus 
+ ſer before us. —_— 5 
I. There is great Reaſon for it, and nothing to be ſaid 
agarnſt it, Rom. 12. 1. The Will of God commands 
it, his Wiſdom ſees it fit to ſet this Race before us. 
The Means and Mercies of his Grace are given and 
accommodated to our running of it. His Intereſt in 
the World and Church requires it. There is no na- 
tural Faculty, nor gracious Diſpoſition, but they are 
ſuited to this Exerciſe. We then muſt act like Men, 
like rational Creatures, loyal Subjects, and endeared 
Favourites, when we are moſt deeply exerciſed in this 
Race. And ſhall God's W:i/dom be impeached, his 
Will controuled, his Mercies fruſtrated and abuſed, 
his Intereſt threatned, our Faculties perverted or ſup- 
preſs'd, our holy Diſpoſitions changed or debaſed, our 
rame diſhonoured, our Bonds diſſolved or violated, 
and all the Gratitude of Favourites caſt aſide. What 
can implead God's wiſe and righteous Claims and 
Counſels? | 5 „ 
2. There is great need of it. For without running, 
there is no Crown to be obtained, and * 
1 ; . | Ia 


bi to _ ng us, "Heb, 2. 3. Bk wibout 
| otion towards your God, and your eternal Reſt, you 
_ abide where your Sins have drought and placed you; 
: State of Sin and Sorrow, and. of great Deforaie 
and Diſtreſs. The Spirit and State of Enmity parts 


God and you; and, like a fixed Gulph — you, | 
it forbids your near and familiar Approaches each to | 
other. Whilft you are centred in; your ſelves, you | 


are þut buried alive, and plunged into a mazeof Mi- 


leries and Horror; and tis by Motion that you muſt 
| quit your miſerable and {infill Stare; and reach your | 

Prize and Reſt. Running muft make you ſafe and 

| Row Wrath, 10 God, upon | 
the Throne of Grace, in holy Motions, and Purſuits # 
bf Heavenly Things. For otherwiſe the ſtated Laws | 
of running will condemn you; and all your $trifts | 
and Motions are required of you, as the only way to | 


Tound, and you muſt flee 


Heaven and Victory. 


3. There is great Honour and r by 15. 
2 Tim. 4. 8. Rev. 2. 10. Rom. 2. 7. Gal, 6. 9. You 


hereby pleaſe your God, and glorifie your Saviour, 
credit the Goſpel, and gain your own Salvation. You 
_ eſcape the Slavery of Satan, you tread his Intereſt and 
Advantages upon you down before you; and by this 
Exerciſe of yourſelves to Godlineſs, you feel, improve 
and gratiſie your ſelves to your eternal Satisfaction. 
Lou live an uſeful honourable Life, may die with 
Confidence and Joy, and ſo will paſs to Reſt. 

Quer. 3. Why-muſt we run this Race with Pari- 
ence £ And how may this be done? 
I. Think what you have to exercz/e your Patience, 
and what Need you have thereof, Heb. 10. 36. Luk. 


21. 19. You have many things to try you to the utmoſt. 
Great Burthens, difficult Services, and of long Con- 
tinuance; great Cauſe and Calls 1 Self denial; with 
great Delays, and ſometimes little Sence or Evidence 

of your inviſible Rewards. No] many Hindrances of 
_ Motions have their Original from their ws, 
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and lye as near you as your ſelves! Long muſt you 
groan under, and tediouſly muft you ſtrive againſt 
»our ſclves, and all thoſe Sores and Burthens which 
you have brought upon your ſelves. The old Man's 
Grudges and Aſſaults within you: The Dulneſs of 
your Hearts, the Dimnets of your + yes, the Languor 
of your Hopes, thoſe ſenſible Intermiſſions and De- 
cays of Strength, which will ſadly ſometimes grate up- 
on you: Vout frequent Slips, your unwelcotne Avo- 

cations and Diverſions, your diſmat Foils that you 
may fomarimes meer with; your terrible and violent 
Temptations and Affronts from Satan and this V Vorld ; 
your labouring hard, and longing much to get whar comes 
but lowly on you; your Fears, Cares, and all the Annoy- 
ances, Incumbrances, and Checks that you muſt ſure. 
ly meet with, and your defeated Hopes, and diſap- 
to pointed ExpeQtations from Things and Perſons here; 

and the whol: Series of ſucceſſive Troubles and Affti- 

1. tions : All theſe will try their Strength and Mettle, and 
exerciſe your Patience fully in its ut noſt Reach and 
Strength. God in bis Providence will not always look 
as you defire he would; nor give you always here, 
what you importunately beg, and ſtrongly look and 
long for. And indeed your State and VVork below is 
for the moſt part militant: And all your Spiritual 
Bread, in ſome ReſpeCts or other, will be eaten in 
great Jeopardy * and Fears. And when — Deli- 
verance will come, will be uncertain. How long 
and how much may you ſolicite for ſome Recruits 
from Heaven, and ſcarce diſcern them when they come? 
And when you have obtained a Smile or Calm, and 
find ſome Glory beaming on you, how quickly 
may thoſe Clouds ariſe, wherewith your Heavens 
may grow ſo dark and black about you, as may 
tempt you to conclude that you have loſt your La- 
bours, Hopes and Souls: And for theſe things no 
Remedy or Redjreſs but Patience. If you would 
then be patient, rhe Exereiſes are to be — , 
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and provided for, beforehand, leſt otherwiſe you be 
diſordered and confounded by Surprizes. 
2. Think alſo of what you have, for the Encou- 
ragement and Strengthning of your Patience, Jam. 
1. 4, 5, 7. Heb. 6. 12. agracious God, a great Reward, 
2 Covenant in all things ordered and ſure, a merciful 
. Redeemer. Great Inſtances and Patterns of true Pa- 
tience, and of the glorious Iflues and Events thereof, 
and the Engagements of that faithful Providence for 
your Succour and Relief, whereby all things ſhall 
certainly effect your Good. You have had great Pati- 
ence exerciſed before and towards you. How pati- 
ently doth God wait for Sinners, and endure your | 
Sins? And do not the. Son and Spirit the like? You 
Have heard of the Patience of Job, and have ſeen the 
end of the Lord, that he is pitiful. But, to come clo- 
ſer to the Caſe in Hand, theſe things may lengthen 
and encourage Patience. 1. Your Sufterings ſhall 
not exceed Aſſiſtances and Supports, 1 Cor. 10. 13. 
2. 1, 5- nothing intolerable ſhall reſt upon us. 2. Your 
Duties, Conflicts and Engagements ſhall not ſurpaſs your 
Strength, Phz/. 4. 11,—13. 2 Cor. 12. 9, 10. For they 
that wait upon the Lord, ſhall renew their Strength 
ar Eagles, they ſhall run, and not be weary, walk, and 
not faint. 3. The Recompence ſhall exceed the 
Coſt of Patience, 2 Cor. 4. 1), 18. For it is match- 
leſs in its Nature, not to be graſp'd in its Dimenſions, 
not to be denied through Forgerfulneſs or Unfaithful- 
neſs in God; not to be prevented by the Strength or 
Subtilty of Devils or Men; not to be delayed beyond 
its time, nor ſuſpended when you are ripe for it. But 
when it comes, you will find it a full and great Re- 
ward of all your Patience. 4. Your Patience is both 
the Cultivation and Poſſeſſion of your own Souls. In 
Jam. 1. 4. Lak. 21. 19. expreſſive of your rich and 
royal Unction, and of the Excellence and Power of 
your Chriſtian Principles and Hopes; and mightily 
 {ubſervient tothe Glory of your Saviour, the Credit — 
| | the 
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the Goſpel, the reclaiming or condemning of the un- 
godly World, the Strengthning and Encouragement 
of your infirm deſpondent Brethren, and the Freven- 
tion of Self-repraaches, ſad Apoſtaſies, and ſuc- 
ceſsleſs Labours. And, 5. It is their exacteſt Imitati- 
on and Improvement of their great 2 Jeſus 
Chriſt, Heb. 12. 3. And that which Chriſt moſt na- 
turally minds and values; and whoſe Concerns he 
doth moſt carefully and joy fully eſpouſe, Patience 
gives the greateſt Credit to Chri s Faithfulneſs ; and 
the greateſt Seal to all his Eminence; and whillt it 
lorifies the Lord Redegmer, it cannot but reflect great 
pron on your ſelves, i Per. 1. 7. And, 6. It 3 
Womb and Breaſt to other Graces, and to conſequent 
| Conſolations, Rom. 5. 3,—5. And, 7. That which 
practically owns the Teſtimony of theſe Witneſſes, 
being fo clearly a true and adydntageous Imitation of 
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them. 
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SERMON II. 
Heb. xil. 2. 11 


Loolling unto Jeſus the Author and Finiſher of 


1 four? the Faith (fo the Greek): Who for the | 


Jey that was ſet before him, endured the Croſs, 
| deſpiſing the Shame, and is jet down at the Rig ht 
Hand of the Throne of God. 1, 


| W had before the Cloud of Witneſſes, and a 

great one too, to awaken us to all poſſible Di- 
ligence and Patience in our Chriſtian Race : And now 
the Sun of Righteouſneſs breaks through ir, both to 
confirm its complicated Teſtimonies, and to invigo- 
rate thoſe great Encouragements whereinto that 
Cloud is now diffolved. They ran well, but Chriſti 
ran better: They got much, but Chriſt got more: 
They mounted high, and are now in the Poſſeſſion of 
their Prize; and have thereupon miniſtred greatly to 
our Hopes, that the ſame Courſe (which we may run 


by the ſame gracious Encouragement and Help) will | 


. bring us to the ſame Prize and Crown : But Chriſt 
being ſer at the Right Hand of the Throne of God, 
confirms our Hopes, greatens our Strength, and per: 
fects our Religion, and leaves no room for our Suſpi- 
cions or Deſpondencies. For he that hath borne and 
done the great things of this Race, and that (which 
conftitutes our very Faith it ſelf;) is advanced 
to ſo great a Pitch of Dignity as. to be enthroned at 
God's Right Hand, is thereby 3 with ſuch 
Prerogatives as may convince us of the Divinity of our 
Religion, ſtabliſn our Reſolutions to engage 2 
| | | and 


Conſidered and Applied. . 
and fix our Confidences of being advantaged there- 
"Theſe Words are the Summary and Marrow of out | 
Chriſtianity z and they are ſo comprehenſive, as 
— chat ic almoſt is impoſſible to preach digreffively 
therefrom. For here the Principles of Chriſtian God- 
lineſs are fixed; the Rules of Godlineſs and its Pre- 
cepts are exhibited; the Coſt exemplified in the Croſs 
and Shame which Chriſt endured: And, in a word, 
the Mykery of Godlineſs, the vital Principles of Obe- 
dience, the true Bonds and Spirit of Union and Com- 
munion with God, and with each other, the Hopes 
ind Recompences of -our Chriſtian Race and Exer- \ 
ciſe, the utmoſt Rage and Power of Earth and Hell a- 
gainſt true Godlineſs, that proper Temper where- 
with our Coutſe muſt be compleated, and that great 
Security and Advantage to our Confidence and Cou- 
rage, which ariſes from our exalted Head and Patron, 
Jeſus, at God's Righit Hand, are here included in the 
Text. Where are, I. The Obje&, Jeſus, and that as 
an, 1. Author. 2. Finiſher of the Faith. 3. Thrs 
farther explained in, 1. His Exemplarineſs. 2. Suc- 
ceſs. II. The A, looking up. Well: My preſent De- 
lien is to inſiſt upon, 1. The Exemplar, and, 2. His 
Lxemplarineſs. 3. Our particular Obſervation and 
Improvement thereof in irs moſt gehuine and proper 
Inſtances. 4. The particular Grounds and ' Reaſons 
of this our Obſervation of, or looking up to Jeſus. 
5. The grand Deen of this Advice, and its particular 
Reſpe&t unto that Patience which the Race requires: 
For this I take to be the main Reſpect and Buſineſs of, 
this propoſed Exemplar, as will conſiderably appear f 
: when this and the ſubſequent Verſes have been ex- 
xd plained to you: And therefore take the ſum of all 
at h 44, BP 6: oh LE 5 
h Doc. He that would run this Race with Patience 
ur W muſt be looking up to Jeſus the Author Who for 
n, the rn ſet down at the _— 
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Hand of the Throne of God, Heb. 3. 1. Phil. 2. 5, — 
12. and 1 Pet. 2. 20,— 23. Take it in what Reſſ 
you will, without Chriſt you can do nothing. It is 
he you are to mind; hin you muſt ſerve and follow, 
to 42 you muſt conform; in him you muſt be ac. 
cepted; by him you muſt be ſaved; and wih him, who 
is your Lite and Head, muſt you abide delightfully, 
and live triumphantly in the Heavenly Glory. Chriſt 
crucified and glorified is as the Womb and Breaſt | 
(and more) the Spirit and Life of all you are to 
know and do; he muſt engage your Fyes, pollck 
your Hearts, direct your Steps, ſucceed your Enter. 
prizes and Devotions, and encourage your Endea. 
vours. Preaching and Faith are vain without him; 
the Croſs intolerable, ſave with thoſe great Support} 
which he muſt give. And all your Holineſs in Hope 
of Life impracticable and impoſſible, without what 
Chriſt hath done, borne and reach'd unto. You 
Enemies are unconquerable, your Snares inextricable, 
your Guilt inexorable, your Spirits foul, your Sacri 
fices and Devotions moſt deteſtable, and all your 
Hopes preſumptuous; and your Attempts for Life, 
both frivolous and - provoking, without Reſpects t 
\ Jeſus. The 125 of Infirmity will bow you down, 
the State of Deſparation will keep you weak and} 
low, and the Duties of your Chriſtian Calling will} 
: quite exceed your Strength. Nor can any Door of 
Hope, or Nerve of Strength, be open'd or given to 
you, but throggh him. Lou cannot rule your ftubborn | 
Wills, nor mafter your unconquerable Luſts; no! 
find a Way to Canaan through your intricate howl- 
ing Wilderneſs, but under the Conduct and Protection 
of this Joſhuah, who, in Conformity to his former 
Type, comes not to head you till the Cloud be taken 
up. And he that turns his Eye from Chriſt, wil 
. quickly loſe his Faith and Way, : 
Quer. 1. What is meant here by the Faith, and how | 
was Chriſt the Author and Finiſher thereof; ; 
tt 0” : 1. B 
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1. By Faith I underſtand our Oriſtian Religion ob- 
jectively conſidered; but with Relation to its great 
nds and Purpoſes concerning us. Paul preach d the 


5.— 
1 


3 Talth, which he once deſtroyed, Gal. 1. 23. See 
a. Kom. 16. 25, 26. As 6.7. Now this our Chriſtiani- 
wh. is made up of dottrinal Articles, 1 Tim. 3. 16. 
fully, Eph. 4. 4,--6. Praftical Precepts, Tit. 2. 12. and a 
hrit Covenant of Promiſes, Tit. 1. 2. Heb. 8. 6. Theſe 
<a ate conſtituent of this Faith, 2 Tim. 3. 16, 17. 

* 2. Our Chriſtianity is called he Farth, becauſe to 
les be credited and received by us upon the credible Te- 
er, ſtimony of the Veracity of a Pabliiher and Witneſs; 
e, the Authority of a Law-giver, and the Ability and Fi. 
lim. delity of a Surety. He that reveals and teſtifies a 
50 5 Matter, muſt know what he reports, and report what 
Jopel he knows. He that abrogates former Laws, and makes 


new ones, mult have W:i/dom to know what Laws are 
fitteſt to be changed and made, Authority for Legi- 
lation, and Ability for putting Laws into due Execu- 
tion. And he that undertakes the Encouragement, Pro- 
tect ion, and Rewarding of faithful loyal Subjects, muſt | 
have Ability and Fidelity to do it. Now a faithful 
and true Witneſs gains Credit to his Revelation. A 
righttul Governour gains a Regard fulneſs of, and to 
his Law, and a faithful Surety or Undertaker, muſt 
be truſted to in what he promi ſes and undertakes, be- 
cauſe of Ability and Reſolution to accompliſh what 
he promiſes. Now he that revealed the Articles of 
on!! dhe Chriſtian Faith, is the faithful and true Witneſs, 
or ſpeaking both what he fully knew, and had Com- 
miſſion to declare. He therefore who brought in the 
Goſpel Law, was conſtituted and ordained the Heir and 
_ Governour of all things, by Gad hi mſeif, Pſal. 2. 6. 
who hath declared his Reſolution to maintain him on 
his Throne, and to make all acknowledge his Sove- 
Taignty and Dominion over all, I/. 9. 6, 1. Phil. 2. 
Hl 27 And he that hath obtained and confirmed the 
= Promiſes of the Goſpel, is both authorized;; able, and 
57 reſolved to make al good: And tho' we 
. . In, 
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him, nor the things he promiſes, nor the Throne | 
Government and Judgment, whereon he fits, yer ſee. 
ing his Teſtimony wants nothing to render it every 
Way moſt credible, we thereupon receive his Teſtimo- 
ny, Laws and Promiſes, becauſe of his Veracity, Au- 
thority and Faithfulneſs, who hath told us whar to be- 

lieve, obey and look for, and Why. 3 
3. Jeſus is here concerned eminently in this Faith; 

whoſe Name infinuates and implies Salvation, Mat. 

1. 1, 21. and tis the Grace of God in him, that brings 


Salvation to us all. One Lord Feſus Chrift, by whon\ 
are all things, and we by him. In 1 Cor. 8. 6. In 


him dwells all the Eulneſs of the Godhead bodily, and 


in him we are compleat. He is the Spirit and Mar- 
row of the Goſpel, and it 7 5 of and for him; 
eb. 2. 2. He is that 


and it was ſpoken by him, 
Way, Truth, Life and Glory, which all the Paſlages 


of the Goſpel ſo clearly and directly point at. The 


Eminence of his Perſon, Offices, Relations, Preroga- 
tives and A _ and the grand Import of his Sut- 
ferings and Glory, with the Advantages and Effects 
thereof to us, make up the Articles of our Chriſt ian 


Faith. The Royal Laws and Edis of his governing 


ill are thoſe Goſpel Rules which we are to walk by; 
and all thoſe gracious Promſes, Afiſtances and In. 
-dalgences, Which the Goſpel is impregnated with, are 


but the Productions of Chriſt's merciful and good | 


Will to Man; and the great Proofs and Teſtimonies 


of his Concernedneſs, Ability, and faithful Reſolution 


d beftiend us Sinners as the Matter ſhall require. For 


the whole Spirit and Myſtery of the Goſpel centers 
here, even in Immanuel, in God's moſt: gracious Ap- 
 proximations to humane Nature in and by the Lord 
Redeemer, to viſit us with great and full Salvation; 
and in Mau v Return and Applications: to bis God in 
| 2 Devotions, faithful Gratitude, and practical 
Frultfulneſs by the fame Redeemer ; And this, ac- 
Korda to choſe Inſtances, Rulks and Methods ef 
Temper and Behaviour towards God, our ſelves and 
n wh Aro Afar» 7 5 1 PEE „ „ $5 others, 


* 


— 
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anders, which Chriſt bimfelf hach ſtared in his Goſ: 
el, and bound us to, by ſacramental, and allendear- 
ing Obligations. 80 that the Salvation ot us defiled 


Pon T 

Father, Son and Spirit, (exemplified in thoſe Saints, 
the Hiſtory of whoſe Lives and Martyrdoms is upon 
Record in the Scriptules, endeavoured by thoſe in- 
ſpired Authors, "whoſe Goſpels and Epiſtles are yet 
with us, and proſperoully accepted and improved by 

thoſe, on whom their Miniſtry hath prevailed and 
obrained) for Ends moſt glorious to the Lord our 8a. 
viour, and moſt beneficial to our ſelves, and reſtora- 
tiye to our Holineſs, Hopes and Joys, in the Way of 
Chriſt's Satisfaction to God; his proſperous War 
with Satan, and all our Spiritual Enemies; and his 
Agdrefles of himſelf, by his Spirit and Word, unto 
our Squls, to make his Grace and Enterprize ſucceſs- 
ful; this makes up ger 
4. Chriſt js here called the Author, *Apyny3s, and 

that in manifold Reſpects. 1. All former Prophe- 
ſies, Ty pes and Promiſes related to him, and were 
folfilled in him. And all former Revelations came 
from him, C/. 2. 17- 1 Per. 1. II. Mat. 2. 23. Heb. 
9. 7,515. He was the Seed of the Woman, the 
great Antitype of 1/ac, in whom all Nations ſhould 
be bleſſed, _ The brazen Serpent, the Paſchal Lamb, 
the Joſbua, David, Fedidiah. To him Rave all the 
Prophets Witneſs. Him did the Types exhibit,” as 
his Ulmbrages and ſwaddling Cloaths: And all that 
by Promiſes and Propheſies G 
to the World, are notably and 
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ſtance of all Shadows. 2. The Clory of our Gofpe 


Day firſt ſprang from him, and is maintained by hini, 


Heb. 1. 2. Jobn 1. 17, 18. He firſt ſhed abroad thar 


Light, and ſtill continues it as the great Luminary 


of the Church and World, 7obn 8. 12. 9. 5. By 
which we ſee our Work and Hope. And all thoſe 
other Lights that haye beamed forth their Luſtre to 
the World derived their Glory from this Sun; Their 
Gifts and Graces came from him as from their Spring. 
And our ſo great Salvation began to be ſpoken ar the 
firſt by Chriſt, Heb. 2. 3. He is the Marter, the Giver 


and the Publiſher of the Goſpel, the Promoter and il 


Succeeder of this Faith. He taught it, he ſealed it, 
he made ir to take root and ſpread, and he hath been 
its 7 ach Kara and Defence. He hath aſſerted 


" 
0 


1.9, 10. Col. 3. 1 rt For by b his podle, Choice 


wy Carriage we may diſcern what is moſt worthy 
of our Choice; 4. He hath improved this. Perſwali 


on to the It 2 moſt gecuratę Pattern for our 


Imitation; you ſee he kept his Recompence in hisEye, 


endeared it to his Heart, feaſted and ſolaced His Soul, 


therewith on all Occaſions maintained that holy Tem- 

per and Behayiour, which bad the neireſt Affinity and 

Ally thereto: Kept abe. that 3 juſt Ambition, Which 
0 


; made his Spirit. move a 


ve 


ve the Reach and Mente, 
of what might adulterate or dende his Heart. And 


——— walked in the direckeſt tendency unto it, and 


- moſt worthy. pt: F; ; neyer did Man believe, run, win, 
Foun Chriſt. 
. 89 5 | ſus here is called, Tea, the Finiſh- 
ed it wit 
LENS: nd defends it by his Power, and Hath nh ol 
[hl ight Hand a an he Throng of 1 
indicate and crown all faithful Racers in this 
m Cone of Tip © * 1 55 Aud he, "a 8. 15 
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his Blood, fucceeds it by 


Pore. 


Conſidered and Applie l. gy 


Forerunner is for us entred into that Heavenly 


State within the Vail, and fare down cloſe by the 
Throne, that by his great Prerogatives and Rea- 
dineſs, he might aſſure us that our patient running 
ſhall be no vain attempt. He hath told us what 
to believe and truſt to. He hath fully finiſhed his 
Mediatorial Courſe and Teſtimony. He hath an- 
ſwered all things of which this Cloud of Witneſſes 


| was perſwaded, he was and got that better thing, 


Heb. 11. 39, 40. And he hath now fully ſtrength- 
ened the Foundation of our Faith. F Per. 1. 19, 
—21. In him we ſce our Nature dignified and 


| exalted, and barn, through Sufterings to the Hea: 


venly Glory, our Perſons rendered capable of Re- 
miſſion, Adoption, and the Heavenly Glory, not. 


withſtand ing great Guilt and dreadful Forfeitures, 


ſore Oppoſitions and Temptations : Our Holineſs 
and Hopes borne up, notwithſtand ing the rebukes 
and ſtripes of Death, and the confinement of the 
Grave. Never had we footings ſo ſure for Faith ' . 
and Hope. He that hath raiſed up Jeſus, will alſo 
raiſe us up. Chriſt being perfected through Suf- 
ferings, will jerfe&t us. And as God hath raiſed _ 


him from the Dead. through the Blood of the ever- 


laſting Covenant; ſo will Chriſt in the Power of 
his Reſurrection perfect us in every good Work, 
and make us able to dv all rhings through this his 
imparted ſtrength. And all the Conqueſt Chriſt 


hath made Miniſters to our Confidence and Joy. 86 


that his obtained and poſſeſſed Throne, viſible Con- 
queſts, finiſhed Teſtimony, perfected Courſe, ſeal- 
ed Covenant, diſpenſed Spirit, prevalent Goſpel, 
ſpreading Imereſt, glorified Name, accepted Ten- 
ders, avouched Scepter, reſcued Preys, famous Me- 
morials, and his undoubted Deputation to be the Sa- 
viour of his Body, and the Judge of all, with all 
thoſe Arteſtations unts his Dignity and Exaltation, 
thar aye deen made by both tho Spirit and Ser 
nnn 15 . 4 . * ; vants 


him, ig che cleareſt Repreſentations; in 175 firmeſt 
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vants of the moſt high God-; all theſe things clear- 


ly do inform us of Chriſt, being intereſted in this 
our Faich, as the Author and Finiſher thereof. He 


ſet us out our Race and Courſe, makes all the Lays, 
determines how we Run, obtains and gives the 
Prize, affords the Helps and Aids thereof, and ran 
before us till he won the recompence of his Me- 
diatorial Courſe, that he might guide, maintain, 
and proſper us in the Race of Faith. _ _ 

2. Queſt. What is there here obſervable in Jeſus, 


as exemplary. and encouraging to Patience? 


I. That which he diſcerned and aimed at, in | 
what he met withal, and underwent. The 7oy way 
ſet before, and minded by him, Pal. 16. 8, — 11. 
And this for the matter of it, was that Glory and 
Delight which God defigned and promiſed him in 


Heaven, when his whole Perſon ſhould be exalted 


thither, admired, and ſerved by Saints and Angels 
there, and glorified in the inſtances of his proſperous 
Travels, when they are all gathered up as his com- 


: plea ted Body to Heavenlineſs, He ſhall ſee of the 


Travel of his Soul, and be glorified therein, and 
everlaſtingly poſſeſs his Father's Complacency, in 
his reſcued and compleated Kingdom; inhabiting 
the Praiſes of his Delivered and Triumphant Fa- 
vourites. As God; his Happineſs and Joy. could not 
be intermitred nor increaſed. As Man; his ſtate 
of Humiliation muſt iffue in its Exaltation and En- 
richments. 4s Mediator; his Joy lay in the Prof- 

rouſneſs of his Mediation, and in thoſe Plenary 


Delights, which would reſult from the full Com- 


munications of his Glory unto thoſe Sons, which 
he ſhall bring fafe thither. He accounted it no | 
ſinall Pleaſure to himſelf, - to. ſee ſo many cal bim 
bleſſed ; and Triumph in what they have obtained 
through him: And in compariſon wich this Joy, he 
valued nothing. And this his Joy Was {et befoi 


romiſes; 


v cho SS 
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Promiſes ; in the livelieſt Apprehenſions; and in the 
| higheſt Expectations of it. Angels d iſcourſed him 


about it, and his Transfiguration gave him a plea- 
fant taſte and umbrage of it: And he preſerved the 
higheſt thoughts and greateſt hopes hereof; This 


exerciſed his Med:ritions, redreſt his Fears and 


Griefs, and warmed him at the very Heart, 
giving continual Life and Verdure to his moſt Ho- 


ly Purpoſes and Profeſſion. He always kept his 


Heart and Hopes in Heaven, - and longed thence 
for the accompliſhment of his Baptiſm, and he 
kept this in his conſtant Proſpect; and turned ir 
to a continual Feaſt unto his exerciſed Soul, that 
he might never grow negligent, cowardly or im- 
The Croſs he hereupon endured, Phil. 2. 8. all 
that was bitter and afflictive, he willingly enter- 
tained, great were thoſe Tybulations which inter- 


_ poſed themſelves betwixt his Crown and him. The 


State and Circumſtances of a Servant. the Inciſion 
of a Circumciſing Knife, the fierce Aſſaults of Sa- 
tan, the ungrateful Uſages of his Perſon from his 


own Country-men : Their Blaſphemy, their Obſti- 


nacy and Incorrigibleneſs; their Scurrilous Reflecti- 
ons on him; their Cenſures, Charges, Scorns and 


Strokes; their Wreſting of his Words; their Ca- 
vils at his Doctrines; their Violation of his Laws; 


their bold Deriſions and Contempt of all the Grace 
and Counſels which he offered them: His Watch- 
ings, Abſtinence, and tedious Travails: His Dangers, 
Snares and Fears: His Agonies and his Crucifixion 


at the laſt: And fo, his Being, made a fearful 


Spettacle under the Notion of a Criminal unto the 
'orld, Angels and Men: The Treachery of Fadas : 


The Cowardice of Peter : The Taints and Scourg- 


ings of Court and Camp, and thoſe ſad Reſentments 
in his Spirit of both the Sine and M/ eries of his | 
Brethren in the Fleſh. Theſe under various g- 
rc 
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gravations, did integrate that Croſs which he muſt 
dear, and did, Sold like 2 Slave, Judged as a 
Criminal, and Crucified as the worſt of Male factors; 
this was the portion of his Cup. And yet, this, 
and much more did Chriſt endure. He put his 
Neck under this Iron Yoke. He turned his Back to 
the Smiters, and his Cheeks to thoſe that plucked oft 
the Hair. He kept his Spirit up, and ſuffered nc- 
th ing to confound his Thoughts, or to daunt his Cor- 
rage. For his expected Joy kept up the Harmony, 
Preſence and Greatneſs of his Spirit. He did not 
run away ;, he murmured and ſunk not at, nor un- 
der any thing; even and ſtedfaſt was his Reſolu- 
tion; and yet moſt ſubmiſſive was his Temper 
to all inflicted Evils. When he was reviled, he 
reviled not again. He vyed not Malice or Re- 
proach with any; but, on he went towards what 
he ſaw before him, taking his Croſs up, az, and 
@phere he found it. He faithfully avoided all extra- 
-vagances and extreams of Paſſions and AtteCtions. 
He was a Man of Sorrows, and acquainted with all 
_ Grref, but always equal to his faithful ſelf. 
3. He deſpiſed the ſhame, that did accompany 
| his Croſs : And he looked upon it as his Glory to 
give his Teſtimony to the Truth, and to endure 
the worſt. The nobleſt Spirits are moſt afflicted 
with diſgrace ; and when they are toucht in what 
they are moſt ambirious of, it goes the neareſt to 
them.' Oh to be charged with ignoble and baſe 
things, and repreſented as deſpiſed by thoſe whoſe 
Euges and Acknowledgments of us we moſt ambi- 
tiouſly deſire; no Exerciſe like this, d iſtaſteful. Oh 
to be taken from Priſon and from Judgment b 
4 vile Generation, and treated as a. Man too baſe 
to live; and judged, forſaken of the God of Hea- 
ven, of — N wr Reſpects to him he 
had ſo often talked and boaſted; what ſhame could 
more afflict than this! And yet: Oh the ſublimi- 

oi | | | ty 


a= = 11 QaAanOo -—n. RR. n 


U 


. 


Confrdered and Applied. 61 
ty of the Mind of Chriſt; who never could be 


jeared out of his Hope or Work, nor brought to 


ſuch reſentments of diſgrace from any, as to think 
meanly of what he undertook for God, and Souls! 
For he contemned all contempt from Men; and 
judged it Honourable to be defpiſed for the fake 


| of God. God's Commendation of him was more 
- ſignificant than any thing: And he thought it a 


ſmall thing to be judged of Man, or of Mars 
Day, when they called him Glzrron or Wine-bib- 
ber, Traitor or Blaſphemer, he thought it too un- 
worthy to be moved thereat. For his Reputation 
with the Sons of Men was a moſt ready Sacrifice 


to that Enterprize which he came about: And he 


was perſwaded in himſelf, that his Father would 


not be aſhamed of him, nor diſown him; and ſo, 


if he be taken up into the Lips of ſcorning, and 


_ defpiſed in their Hearts: If he be called to hang 


betwixt Heaven and Earth; and by the vulgar be 
given up hereunto, his Heait is too much taken up 
with ExpeCtations of true Renown and Honour, from 
the God of Heaven, to be diſ-ſpirited by ſuch trivial 


| Reproaches. His meek and lowly Temper made 


him fo willing to be any thing, that God in e. 


very thing might be exalted, as that nothing could 


make him proud, or to be quartelſome with God. 
Whatever Accents or Expreſſions of diſhonour were 
caſt by others on the Redeemer :; Chriſt had ſuch 
mean and flat Reſentments of them, as that they 
never moved him from or in his way. He de- 
ſpiſed the Shame, without the leaſt diſturbance in 
his own Spirit. Neither ſhould we ceaſe endeq- 
vours to get and keep above diſhonour. 
4. This Croſs he bore, and kept above this 
Shame, as a Racer in this our Courſe, Heb. 12. 3. 
1 Pet. 2. 21, 22. The Croſs and Race which 


_ Chriſt endured and ſcorned, were but the Prod 


of Sathan's Rage and Malice, and the World's bit- 
1 5 5 | „ . ter 
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ter Oppoſition to this Heavenly Courſe. Chrift's 
Enemies were ſuch to him, becauſe they could 
not find or make him falſe ro God, and a Rene- 
gado as to his Ways and Service; they hated Chriſt, 
and poured out their wicked Cenſures and In- 
vectives againſt him, becauſe they never could en- 
gage him in compliances with their Licentiouſneſs, 
ormality and Folly. They were for the Earth; 


and he for Heaven. They flattered God ; Chriſt 


ſerved him heartily. They trifled in Devotions, 
und laid out more in Pomp than Seriouſneſs; whilft 
Chriſt never addreſt himſelf unto his Father, but 


his Heart and Sacrifice flamed upon the Altar. They 


were for Whitening of the Sepulchres, and Gar- 
hiſhing the Prophets Tombs. Chriſt was for keep- 
ing Sweetneſs and Cleanlineſs in the inner Man, and 
fot all practical Imitations and Improvements of 
their Lives and Doctrines. They were for Bodily 
Service, he for the Intenſeſt Exerciſes and Engage- 
ments of the Heart, in Service and Devotions : 


They were for Temple Service in the Ceremonious 


part thereof, but Chriſt, for Univerſal Faithfulnefs. 

ood were for Slight and Partial 9 the 
Laws of God; but Chriſt was always for Inte- 
grity, and would not countenance the leaſt miſcar- 


riage, or defett in Work. They were for Reſting 


in their vain and formal Shews, and Glorifying in 
the Applauſes of Pur-blind Men; whilf nothing 
 fatisfied this great Exemplar, but ſuch Sincerity; 
and Purity, and Faithtulneſs, as would abide the 
Teſt and Scrutinies of the Omniſcient God. They 
made Religious Exerciſes the Palliation and Dif- 
guiſe of Rottenneſs towards God, and of Injuriouſ- 
neſs to others, whilſt he was ever careful ro have 


his Heavenly, Faithful Spirit Conſpicuous and Le- 


gible is his blameleſs Steps, and practical ExaQ- 
nefs. They were for fatisfying of thoſe Luſts, of 
which he preſt the Mortification, moſt — 
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Conſidered and Applied. 

A little Care and Diligence ſerved their turns ; bur 
the moſt vigorous and intenſe Engagements of ut- 
moſt Strength, were his continual Care and Reſo- 
jution. And when they ſaw the exactneſs of his 
Life, and thoſe Severities to which he ever kept 
himſelf, and found themſelves continually cenſured 
and reproved by him for their neglects of God, 
and triflings with him; they could not ſpeak to 
him, but in the Paroxiſms and Heats of Speech 
and Spirit; nor treat him any way, but as an Ene- 
my to Ce/ar and the Law of Moſes. And nothing 
could aſwage their Fury, but his Diftreſs and Cruci- 
fixion. And why then ſhall not we behold hiny 
in order to our Imitation of himſelf 2 4 
F. His Exaltation and Reward was great \ and 
high, and every way fitted to perfett our Salvation. 
1 Pet. 3. 21, 22. Alle 2. 36, 5. 31. How Ioftily 
and copioully doth the Apoſtle ſpeak about this 
thing ! Who prays, That the Eyes of your Un- 
derſtandings may be enlightned, that ye may know 
—to wsward that believe according 10 — which he 
wrought in Chriſt, when he raiſed him from the 
dead, and ſet him at his own. Right Hand in the 
Heavenly places, far above all Principalities, and 
Powers, and Dominion, and Might, and every Name 
that 3s named, not only in this World, but in the 
World to come; and hath put all things under 
bis Feet. and gave him to be Head over all things 
to bis Church — Eph. 1. 18, —23. And, we /ee 
Feſus, who was made a little lower than the 
Angels, for the ſuffering of Death, (the higheſt; 
ſharpeſt! Trial of a patient Soul) Crowned with 
Glory and Honour, that he by the Grace of God 
Should tafte Death for every Man. For it became 
bim, for, and by whom all things are, to make 
the Captain of their Salvation perfect through Suf- 
ferings, Heb. 2. 9, 10. And, becauſe he bumbled 
himſelf, and became obedient to the Death of the 
A Graf. 
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Croſs (the utmoſt poſſible ſtretch of Patience) 


therefore God hath highly. exalted. bim, — Phil. 2. 
7,—11. We ſee here, whither his Race led him, 

and where it fixed him. When he that had re- 
; ceived the Sop went out (to iſſue and compleat 
his Villanous Conſpiracy in the betraying of his 
Maſter into his Enemies Hands) then Jeſus ſpake, 
Now is the Son, of Man glorified, and God ts 
glorified in him: And if God be glorified in bim, 
God ſhall alſo glorifie bim in himſelf, and do it 
preſently in Foh. 13. 30, — 32. Now it is no 
ſmall Encouragement to us, to ſee out Mediator 
and Exemplar paſſing our ſtated Race before us 10 
N to himſelf, and ſo ſubſerviently to 
the great Purpoſes of our Chriſtian Hope and Cal- 
ing: For hereby we are convinced of poſſible Du- 


ties, tolerable Croſſes, conquerable Difficulties of the 


attainableneſs of very great Rewards: And that 
there is no compariſon or proportion betwixt what 
is enjoined on us and expected from us, and what 
is promiſed to. us, and certainly to be poſſeſt ere 
long. And who would not ſerve and follow Chriſt 
in this great Race, to reach that Crown and Ho- 
nour which he hath purchaſed, prepared, and de- 
termined for us? Joh, 12. 26. Rom. 8. 18. Col. 3. 
1. Was Chriſt a loſer by his Patience and Suffer- 
ings? Or loſt he any thing by. the Race he ran? 
And hath he not given us his Glory partly in our re- 


ſemblance of him; and the reſt in the Effects there. 


of? And ſhall we not be looking up to Jeſus ? 


3. Wer. What is this /ooking up to Jeſus, here 


required? 1 „„ ; 
| I. The Word is, 'Apogavſ, looking of from one 
term or thing unto another. We have here a 


Cloud of Witneſſes, and that calls us to reflect upon 


them, and one /ing/e Witneſs more conſiderable than 


them all. We have here a Race run by them, and 


ſet before us, eonſiderable in ir ſelf, as a Courſe of 


_ great 


? 


JT. 1 lis. tl 


great and noble Exerciſes and Atch ievements. 2. In 


irs Circumſtunces, as attended with great Difficul- 


ties, Corrivals and Aſſaults, that are to be ex- 
pected and conflicted with. 3. In its Iſſues as 
leading to, and ending in moſt glorious Acquiſiti- 
ons and Rewards, backward and forwards, and round 
about us muſt we look. And our rouling' and con- 
cerned Eyes muſt paſs from Term to Term, and 
obſetve all things comparatively for great Ends 
and Purpoſes. And thus we find Tranilations va- 


rious ; all which together thew us the greatneſs 


and the uſefulneſs of the Act. Reſpiciggus (fo the 
Syriac) as on ſome things paſt, viz, What Chriſt 
harh ſeen, and done, and borne, that our revived 
Remembrances thereof may quicken us to Imitati- 
on. Intuentes (ſo the Arabic) looking upward to 
what Chriſt is in Glory, and ſo to what he poſſeſ- 


| ſes, and is able to effect for faithful Racers. Ad he- 


reamus (fo the Atbiopic) ſpeaking the end of 


| theſe our Obſervations and Reflections, vis. That 
nothing of Difficulty, Diſcouragement or Competi- 


tion baffle our maſculine Reſolutions, for our firm 
Recumbences on Chriſt, as to his being in 
theſe ſtated Relations and Capacities, mindful of us, 
and propirious, and faithful to us. 

2. And yet all looking off from one Term to a- 
nother, is not here intended. We muſt not turn 
our Eyes away from either of theſe Witneſſes, of 
from the Difficulties and tedious Exerciſes or Cir- 
cumſtances of the Race (much leſs from the Race 
and Prize it ſelf) by way of Forgetfulneſs, Diſ- 


couragement or Contempt. Nor muſt our looking 


up to jeſus be by way of notional Speculation, 
but there is a manifold look intended here, as re- 


ſpecting Jeſus Chriſt. 1. A look of ſpecial Ohſer- 
vation, Heb. 3. 1. To ſee how Chriſt compleats 


the Teftimony of this Cloud, wherein he concur- 


rech with their Gourſe and Teſtimony, and wherein 


2 ” 


Conſidered and Applied. 65 2 5 


th 


66 HEBREWS Xii. 2. | 
he went beyond them. 2. A look of Imitation, 
1 Fvh. 2. 6. And thus we are to mind him as our 
Copy and Exemplar, following the Cloud and him 
wherein they went together, and where they fail. 
ed, and be fulfilled, there to leave them, and fol- 
low him. 3. A look of Hope and Expeclat ion, Phil. 


3. 28, 21: And that of his Crown from his own 


Hand, as one proſperous himſelf, and able to help 
us; to which I may further add. 4. A look of 
Admiration in Pal. 45. 2. Fob. 1. 14. A fixing 
of our thoughts upon him with great Veneration 
and Reſpect. FF A look of Aſſimilation, 2 Cor. 3. 
18. which conſiſts in an Identity or Likeneſs of 
Principles, Defigns and Temper, Phil. 2. 5. Marr. 
TI. 29. Rom. 14. 1,—5. To bear the infirmities 
of the weak, and not to pleaſe our ſelves, but 10 
pleaſe our Neighbour to his good for Edification, 


ſeeing Chrift pleaſed not bimſelf —for theſe, and 


all things are written for our Inſtruction, that we 
through Patience and Comforts — Now. the God of 
Patience and Conſolation grant you to be like mind. 
ed according to Chriſt Feſus. 6. A look of great 
Satisfaltion and Repoſe in him; I ſuffer theſe 
things (ſaith the Apoſtle) and I am not aſhamed, 


for I know whom ] have believed, and am per- 


ſeaded that he is able to keep what I have com- 
mitted to bim againſt that Day. 2 Tim. 1. 12. 
So alſo, 2 Cor. 12. 9, 10. And this indeed is the 
loo of Faith. 7. A look of carneſt longing to be 
with him, Phil. 1. 23. 2 Cor. 5. 2,—8. Col. 3. J. 
Surely the fixing of our Eyes on him in Glory, 
thould be with vehement deſires to be with him in 
that ſublime and viſionary ſtate. Our Eyes are fre- 
quently the Indications of our Hearts, and when 
they roul towards Chriſt in Heaven, they ſhould 
both ſignifie and enflame Defires to be with him ; 
and then the Energy of ſuch Deſires will make us 
expeditious in our Chriftian Cousſe. 8. A look of 


Pro- 


Providence for neceſſary Preparations for his Ap- 
pearance and his Kingdom, Luke 12. 35,— 40. 21, 
26. 2 Cor. 5. 9. Jeſus muſt here be minded and 
remembred, as one with whom we have to do, and 
of whom we muſt be found in Peace without 
ſpot and blemiſh, 2 Pet. 3. 11,—14, Look up to 
Chrift, that you may know what State and Trial 
you are to be prepared for, what a refined and ſub- 
lime Spirit and Temper you are to conform unto 
and accord with: And ſo, what Diſpoſitions an 
Reluctances you mult reject ; what Luſts you 
muſt ſubdue ; what Fruits you muſt produce; 
what Principles and Graces you muſt be 11 
with, and ated by; and ſo what Courſe of Life 
you are to lead, as bearing the ſtricteſt and moſt 
Congruous Affinity unto the Exerciſes and Enjoy- 
ments of your Heavenly State with Chriſt. Well, 
in a Word, look up to Jeſus, that you may know 
and apprehend him as a Crowned Racer, and ex- 
alred Head and Mediator, that you may imitate, 
love and ſerve him; that you may reſemble and 
expect him ; that you may long to be prepared to 
e and be with him; and reſt in this your 
ope. | : 
© Qurr. Why muſt we leo up thus to Jeſus ? 
_ ſo, what are the Grounds and Reaſons of this 
charge? | 15 | 
1. Patience of Spirit, in our moſt diligent pur- 
ſuits of Duty and Eternal Glory, (the thing, by 
Race, intended here) is charged upon us flere; and 
it is to this Patience, that this Charge and Coun- 
ſel hath the moſt immediate and deſigned Re- 
ſpect. For here you ſee that Chriſt's ' enduring 
the Croſs, his deſpiſing the Shame, and enduring 
ſuch Contradiftion — and his final Exaltation, as 
both a faithful, proſperous Racer, and an accom- 
pliſhed and entruſted Mædiator, are all propoſed to 
vs, as -here moſt uſeful * conſiderable in ** 
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left we be weary and faint in our Minds, who 


may reſiſt, but have got yet reſifted unto Blood, 
ſtriving againſt Sin. For ſeeing here, as in a Glak 


and Mirrour, we may behold and underſtand our 
Enemy, Sin. 2. Our Work, to ſtrive againſt our 
tedious Exerciſes, Comradittions of Sinners. 3. The 


; L oſs and Ha zards, the Croſs, Shame, Blood. For 


we muſt run as with our lives in our Hands: 
And, 4. The Poſſibility and Neceſſty of the Race. 

Chrift and others only went this way to 
Heaven, and Heaven they effectually reacht there. 


g by; therefore is Chriſt propoſed here as the En- 


couragement, Support and Pattern of this Patience. 
2. This Patience takes in ſeveral things. Fixed 
Purpoſes, ſmart Purſuits, bold Encounters, meek 


Submiſſions to every Yoak and Burthen; and a ſe. 


date and calm Poſſeſſion of our ſelves in an uſe 
ful Moderation, Harmony and Preſence of ou: 
Minds, for acting and bearing all things in an e— 
ual Tenour ; that though both Things and Per- 
ons vary, we may yet be the ſame; if things be of 
difficult attainment, we may be more diligent ; if 
Enemies be mad, we may be ſober ; if things 


go ſomething croſs to Expectations and Deſires, we 


may be ſtable in our final hopes; if Conflicts and 
A ſſaults ſhould” prove ſevere, we may be ftout 


and valiant; and when all /ecular Props and (or- 


dials are ſequeſtred from us, and all hopes and re- 
fuges from Creatures fail us, we yet may with 
ſerenity of Spirit center on God and Glory, and 
make ſublimer hopes and helps our Anchor, fil 
keeping up Heroick Reſolutions and true Prowefs, 


to fight and run till we have got the Prize, and 


made our Enemies and Temptations to flee before, 
or truckle under us, Aﬀs 20. 24. Phil. 3. 8. 
35 This looking up — 1s here propoſed as the 
ſt Expedient and Relief for Patience. Where- 
fore fet Patience eck this Breaſt, No in this Ex- 
. 0 pedient 


— 
. 


forth ; and had not Chri 


Conſidered and Applied. 6g 
pedient there are three Topicks that give forth 
great relief to Patience, vig. Chriſt his Intereſt 


in the Faith by which you are acted and directed, 


and for which you ſuffer and adventure all. 2. His 
Practical Improvement of it as Hnduring.— 3. His 
moſt Encouraging and Uſeful Exaltation, his being 
ſet doton at the) Right Hand of the Throne of God. 
Let me now therefore ſhew you the Force and U/e 
of theſe great Paſſages. 4 | 

1. Quer. Wherein may looking up to Chrift as Au- 
thor, Finiſher — do ſervice to our Patience? 

1. The Goſpel hereby gains the greater Cedit 
with vs, ſeeing thus he ſpeaks from Heaven to us, 
Heb. 12. 25. We are ſure the Son of God could 
not abuſe the World by forged Laws, Deſigns and 
Doctrines. He that came down from Heaven, and 
that now abideth there, is above all; and what he 
bath ſeen and heard, that he zeft;fieth. — He that 
receives his Teſtimony, hath ſet to his Seal, that 
God is true. For he whom God hath fent, ſpeak: 
gth the Words of God. For God grveth not the Spi- 
rit by meaſure to him. The Father. loveth the Son, 
and hath given all things into his Hands, Joh. 3. 
31, — 35. 12, 18. For it is a Shame to be an In- 
hdel, when the Foundation of our Faith is Chriſt 
himſelf; when we conſider Chriſt as the Apo- 
file of our Profeſſion, and look upon this Faith, as 
coming from him, filled with him, ſpeaking. of 
him, publiſhed, ſealed and ſucceeded by him, and 
leading to him; how reaſonable ſhould our Aſſents 
thereto be judged by us? How readily ſhould we 
give them thereunto? Chriſt knew the ſecrets of 
God's Name, the Purpoſes of his Will, the Me-. 
thods of his Counſels, and the vaſt Treaſures of 
his Grace, and the whole Conſtitution of God's 
Goſpel-Government in the World; and. therefore 
none ſo fit as Chriſt, to give theſe. Revelations 
| been full and faithful 

| | in 
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in his Goſpel-Teſtimony, he had never had ſuch 
glorious and miraculous Atteſtation from his Fa- 
ther to the Goſpel, as we ſee he had; and thus 
we ſee this amplified and notably inſiſted on, 
Heb. 1. 2, 3. 2. 3. Chriſt came from God, and went 
to God; and what he ſpake and gave is certainly 
of Divine, Original and Great Authority; and abides 
as the great Foundation of other things. Now 
when we are ſatisfied about the Matter and Foun- 
dation of our Faith, we can more eaſily addreſs our 
ſelves to what concerns our Hearts and Lives. For 
all that our Diligence and Patience can be con- 


cerned about, amounts to _— till cur Faith be 
e 


confirmed; and that is moſt effectually done by 
looking up to him, by whom this Faith was given. 
| What can be borne, or done, either in Conformity 
to this Doctrine, or for the ſake thereof, whilſt 
its Divine Extraction is ſuſpected ? And if we look 
into the Myſteries thereof, that are in themſelves 
ſo unaccountable ; many of them, and all of them 
ſo exceedingly ſublime, the depth would make us 
doubr their Truth, were we not mindful of that 
Oracte which gave them forth. But we can cre- 
dit Teftimony although we fathom not the things 
themſelves. And when our Faith is fixed, Patience 
is readier for its perfect Work, and more at liber- 
ty to work its Wonders ; 
2. The Goſpel gets a greater Intereſ} in our 
Hearts, Phil. 3. 7, 8. Foh. 1. 14,—16. For we 
look upon it as his Doctrine, who came to ſave the 
World, Rom. 1. 18. Looking up to Jeſus —Immanue!. 
God with (and conſequently for) us. And here his 
Goſpel bears the Name of great Salvation, Heb. 
2. 3. Hence we conclude this Faith to be contri- 
ved and exhibited to make and do us good, 1 11m. 
T2. 15. Tit. 2. 11, — 14. 2 Cor. 5. 19, 21. We 
know the Heart, Deſign and Grace of Chriſt, 2 Cor. 
8. 9. And therefore we may fafely truſt him, — 
| 8 | giv 
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neither reliſh dor diſcern, but are averſe exceed- 
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the hardeſt things in our adherence to it, and pro- 
moting of it. Who would not readily efpouſe his 
Doctrine, who hath' ſo chearfully engaged his ut- 
moſt to reſcue us from our Snares and Dangers, 
to make us fir for God, and happy in the Viſions 
and Poſſeſſions of the Heavenly Glory? The love 
of Chriſt conſtrains us to eſpouſe and vindicate the 
Intereſt of his Truth : And our lively thoughts and 
freſh remembrances of his Grace rowards us, will 
ſo endear his Truths to us, as that we ſhall with 
chearfulneſs and vigour proſtrate our All to the con- 
cerns thereof. And thus his Truths in the Embra- 
ces of our warm Aflections, will render all the 
Exerciſes of our Patience del ightful to us. 

3. This Faith obtains 4 — 
fluences upon our ſelves, and renders us more re- 
conciled to the whole Courſe of Duties and Suffer- 
ings too, 2 Cor. F. 14, 15. It is our forgetfulneſs 
or ſlighty thoughts of Chriſt, that makes us loth 
to follow after and ſerve him, and that renders 
all our Sufferings and Duties ſo tedious to us, and 
Promiſes, Threats and Laws ſo mean. 

2. Quer. What benefit can Patience reap from 
eying and  conlidering Jeſus as a Pattern. 

1. Hereby you may diſcern that you muſt run 
with Patience, Heb. 19. 36. 12. 3. Chrift knew 
the right way, but fixed on no other way than 
this, unto his Glory, Lxke 24. 26. And he ex- 
pects that we ſhould follow him, 70h. 12. 26. 
That Work and Buſineſs muſt be done, and all 
thoſe Duties faithfully diſcharged, which Fleſh and 


Blood will grumble at, and call ſevere and hard. 


That Glory, eyed and minded, which our ſelves 
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give this Faith an eaſier and more free Acceſs un- 
to, and a more full Poſſeſſion of our beſt Affecti- 
ons; and judge it the fitteſt Exefciſe and Expreſſi- 
on of true Gallantry of Spirit, ro ſuffer and attempt 


more proſperous In- - 
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ingly to purſue. That Croſs muſt be endured, 
which certainly will break the old Man's Heart, 


and be the embittering and removal of his plea- 
tant Cups and Morſels. And that Shame muſt be | 


deſpiſed, which the proud Heart will anxiouſly a- 
void. The Contradictions of the ſcornful Sinner 
muſt with Contempt be overlook'd, and we muſt 


glory in rhe Croſs of Chriſt ; and in thoſe notable | 
Effects which will moſt certainly expoſe us to the 


Taunts and Rage of them that hare the way to 


Life, 1 Pez. 4. 4. Here you have, as in a Glaſs, | 


what you muſt look for; and it will be finful 
and teproachful to you to be ſurprized by the Croſs, 
or ignorant of it. 


2. Here you may ſee that it is both poſſible and | 
fit to run this Race with Patience, Phil. 4. 11, 13. | 


2 Cor. 12. 9, 16. Chriſt indeed had Advantages 
above us, through his Original Innocence and Sound- 
neſs; through his Divine Nature, and his Extra- 
ordinary Unction. But yer, 1. The Exerciſes of 
our Patience muſt needs be wondertully ſhort of 
his. 2. Yer here it is evident what Humane Na- 
ture may be ſupported under and ſuited to. 3. What 
Grace is ready to ſupply the Defe&s and Weak- 
neſſes of our lapſed State. For Chriſt here ran be- 
fore us, and ſhews the way of Patience ; and tells 


fs of the Prize which he reſpected, and ran that 


he mighr obtain and give all needful Grace, which 
nothing {ſhall prevent, but our Refuſals, Undervalu- 


ings or trivial Improvements of it. And for the fit- 


neſs of it, tis dutiful, ſuitable to our State and 


Conſtitution, and beneficial ro us vaſtly in the 


end. 
is dignified by this our great Exemplar. and rendred 
Honourable to us; in I Per. 2. 23. Phil. 2. 5, — 
8. Heb. 2. 10.— 14. Surely, | "cis no .diſhonour to 
follow Chriſt in Faith and Patience, ſeeing Chriſt 
* ? | > 4 ; | 15 


+. 
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3. Here you may fee how the Race of Patience 


Conſidered and Applied. 3 
js himſelf an Honour te Believers. For none but 
Fools deſpiſe him, and all, the Harm and Scorns he 
bare, made him more honoured by the truly wiſe. 

Quer. 3. What is there in Chr:ifPs Exaltation or 
Right Hand Poſſeſſion that may encourage Patience? 
And wherein Chriſt is to be regarded 2; 3 5 ; 

1. Let me here premiſe, that we have theſe Words 
to be conſidered, 1. In their Sence. 2. In their Uſe 


and Influence on thoſe that mind him as engaged in 
this Race of Patience. 


1. Then, His Exaltation, and the Reward of what 
he bare and did, is phraſed by, being ſer on the 
Right Hand of the Throne of God. Where conſider, 
I. That theſe Words are ſpoken by way of Conde- 
ſcenſion to humane Phraſe and Speech. Not as if 
really there was a Chair of State;whereon God ſate as 


in the Form, or Figure, or Poſture of a Man. But, 


2. Some refulgent Glory more remarkable (it may 
be, anſwerable to the Oracle in the Temple) ſome 
glorious Shechinah ; which, what it is they beſt diſ- 
cern that ſtand about it, or before it. 3. In the 
ob we read of a fourfold Throne,v:z. a Throne 
of Majeſty, Heb. 8. 1. of Dominion or Government. 
They repaired to the Throne of the Governor, Neh. 3. 

. of Grace, Heb. 4. 16. Prov. 20. 10. and Judgment, 
* 19. 28. Thus therefore by the Throne of God 
we may underſtand, that State and Majefty where- 
with he.ſhews himſelf, glorious and powerful, arbi- 
trary and abſolute, and ſupreme in making, diſpen- 
ſing with, changing and executing Laws; both graci- 
ous and ſevere: 4. By the Right Hand of this Throne 
we mean, a near Approach unto, and a great Partici- 
pation of the Royal Prerogatives of this Throne of 


| God; and a Peerage in the Majeſty thereof. 5. By 


— Fl here, we underſtand, a being fixed in the 
fletfion of this Glory, Majeſty and Authority; and 
Io, an aſſumed and avouched Poſſeſſion of all the 
Royal Rights and Dignities thereof. 6. Chriſt here 
. 5 2 * r | may 


may be conſidered either as God; and ſo he is in the 
Throne, or meerly as an exal/red Man, and thus his 
Throne is diſtinguiſhed from his Fathers, Rev. 3. 21. 
or as Mediator, and thus he is ſer at the Right Hand 
of the Throne; taking and poſſeſſing that Peerage 

which God admits him to, as the Reward of his ſo 
glorious and faithful Mediation, which is made up of 
Reſidence, Felicity, and Authority, and Favour for 


Well then, this /r77ng, here, at the Right Hand of 

_ the Throne of God takes intheſe things. 1. Eminents. 
No Angels are allowed this Honour, Heb, 1. 13. For 
the Preheminence in all things, muſt be given unto 
Chriſt, Col. 1. 18. and hereupon he is called God, by 
him, that ſaid zbe Throne of God is for ever and ever. 
(2.) Intimate, and near Fellowſhip and Familiarity, 
(whence we have the Phraſe of the Right Hand of 
Fellowſhip, Gal. 2. 9.) and Chriſt is called God's Fel. 
low, Zech. 13.7. and is faid to /it with the Father on 
bis Throne, Rev. 2. 21. and there God opens all his 
Arcana and Cabinet Counſels to him, Rev. 5. 7,—12. 
and ſo he is called, one with him. Joh. 19. 30. And 
the Father loves the Son, and ſhews him all things 
that himſelf doth. (3.) Ability to do things Great, and 
High. Hence the Right Hand of Power, Mat. 14. 62. 
The moſt mighty, Plal. 55. 3. and at God's Right Hand 
he /mrtes through Princes, in Pal. 1 10. 5. e here 
J. 63. 1,3. he is thus, and thence the mighty Arm 
of God. (4.) Authority for Government and fudę- 
nent, Pal. 110. 1. with 1 Cor. 15. 25. the Law of 
Chriſt from Zion is called the Rod of bis Strength, by 
him Kings reign. The Government is upon his Shoul- 
ders. And the 7 World is ſubjected unto him 
alone. And every Tongue is to confeſs that Chriſt is 


Lord. (5.) The higheſt Office, and the moſt ample 


and important Truſt, Eph. 1. 26,—23. Rom. 8. 34. 
John 6. 7. Ace 2. 33. All Matters are ttanſzetel 
t God and us by the only Hand of Jeſus Chriſt. 
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(6.) The bigheſt Pleaſures, and the moſt abſolute Fe- 
licity, Pſal. 16. 11. oh. 17. 5, 22. And that, 
without all Diminution, Period or Diſturbance. 
(J.) God's Plenary Diſcharge of Chriſt from all 

mands of Fuſtice, and his abſolute Complacency 
in him, Joh. 17. 4, 5. Heb. 1. 3. 10. 12. Now the 
Mitre bears the Crown. And, (8.) God's fixed Pur- 
pole to vindicate, proſecute, and compleat all the 
Concernments of Chriſt's Name and Kingdom. And 
Chriſt's own firm and thorough Expectation and De- 
mand thereof: As Heb. 10. 12,13. And, (9.) Chriſt's 
granted Right to judge the World at laſt. and to bear 
up all at preſent, neither is this his Exaltation with- 
| out its Evidence by ſufficient Proof and Te- 
ſtimony. For, 1. All things are managed and acted 
in his Name, 1 Cor. 6. 11. > Matth. 28. 19. 
The Effuſion of the Spirit, Acts 2. 33. Miracles, 
Acts 8. 5,—13. A/! Gaſpel Gifts and Inſtitutions, 
* Eph. 4. 8,— 14. Salvation, Acts 4. 12. The Spirit 
S ſhall convince of Righteouſneſs, becauſe Chriſt went 


. to the Father, John 16. 8, — 10. and Chriſt is owned + 
7 as Head over all things. 2. God hath atteſted this 
g Exaltation with great N Heb. 2. 3. . 
| Yea, further, 3. Credible Perſons have aflerted, that 


they bave ſeen the Lord, as Paul and others, 1 Cor. 
15. 5,—8. Stephen, Acts 7. 55. And they have 
| borne their Teſtimony by the greateſt Martyrdoms, 
with evident Supports and Conſolations from on high; 
and that by virtue of this Name and Truth. 
2. if therefore Chriſt be placed here, then Pati- 
ence hath many things, toembolden and enlarge it. As, 
1. Chrift hath Authority with and from his Father to 
command your Patience. For God hath hereby made 
him Lord, that every Knee ſhould bow to him, and 
every Tongue confeſs bis Soveraignty. And therefore 
Chriſt's Righteous Scepter ought to be regarded; 
and oux Imitation of him in this his Excellence main- 
— fained, 2. Chriſt Jeſus is hereby a gloribus * 
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of perfetted and rewarded Patience. For he was thus 
ber fected through Sufferings aud Patience. You ſee 
he loſt not any thing by drawing out his Patience to 
an equal Length with all his Race. 3. Chrift hath 
Ability to know the Temper of your Spirit, and to diſ- 
cern your very Hearts as well as Lives, in order to 
a righteous Sentence, Heb. 4. 13. 1 know (fairh Chriſ 
to the Church of Thyatira) thy Patience, and thy 
\ Defects in the Caſe of Zezebel, and her Impenitence, 
which I will puniſh, zo make the Churches know | 
ſearch the Heart, Rev. 2. 10,—23. Our ſecret Mur- 
murings and Succumbencies cannot be hid from him, 
4. Chriſt hath Authority to judge both patient and 
impatient, Souls, As 10. 42. 2 Cor. 5. 10. Rev. 20. 
12. The Power of Life and Death is with him, and 
to his Sentence we muſt ſtand and fall. 5. Chriſt 
hath Advantage through his great Intereſt in the Fa- 
ther, and his Nearneſs to his Throne for a proſperous 
Interceſſion for all patient Spirits, Row. 8. 34. Heb. 
7. 25. Phil. 4. 19. God's Right Hand Friend can be 
denied in nothing. 6. Chrift hath Ability ro order 


all things for the Church's Good, Eph. I. 20,—23, 


Heb. 4. 15, 16. and to protect his patient Servants in 
this Courſe. So that all our Enemies {hall be ſub- 


dued, our Souls ſupplied and ſaved: And Manſions 


in the Heavenly Glory, prepared for us, and we for 


them, John 14.1,—3. and what needs Patience more? 


Infer. I. How great a Diſadvantage to a Racer, and 
to his Patience, is Ignorance of Jeſus Chriſt; and how 
deſirable is the Knowledge of Heaven! Eph. 1. 17. 
Phil. 3. 8,—10. 1 Cor. 2. 2. and 2 Pet. 3. 17, 18. 
He that underſtands not whence his Faith derived its 
Original, will reel and ſtagger in his Motions; and 
by the Unſettledneſs of his Mind, his Heart will cool, 


and his Courage melt away. Whatever things can 


emprinciple our Spirits, animate our Diligence, and 
warm our Hearts, are moſt conſpicuous and eminent 
in Jeſus Chriſt. And, under the — and 

| | | emp. 
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s Bl Terhptations of our Goſpel Day: No Man can live 
ce Bl bur by this delivered Faith from Chriſt; no Man can 
(0 nove that is not acted by the Spirit of Chriſt ; no Man 
th can have the Being of a Chriſt, unleſs created in Chrift 
Jeſu unto good Works, Eph. 2. 8,—10. Who hath 
rought Life and Immortality (the Hope, and Strength, 
and great Encouragement of Patience) to light but he? 
y Who, (fave himſelf) hath finiſhed and {ſealed that 
e Teſtimony which directs and leads to Life? Who 
: gives the Law and Promiſe that regulates and quick- 
[- BY ens the Diligence and Patience of this Race but he? 
t, Who ſo exemplified the ftrict and faithful Motions 
G of a Racer, and kept up Patience in its moſt lively 
Strength and Splendour (till he obtained the Prize 
d BY thereof upon the ſtricteſt Terms of Juſtice) as Chrift 
© BY himſelf hath done? And who can tollow him here- 
: in according to the indulgent and merciful Allowan- 
Y ces of the Goſpel without ſuch Succour and En- 
couragement, as are to be derived, by looking up - 
him? Now he that knows or minds not Chriſt, 
N wants the Foundation of his Faith, the exaCteſt Pat- 
ern of his Patience, and the Refreſhments of lively 
and ſtrong Hope in him, which is the Life and Soul 
| of Patience. No Man can run the Race without the 
þ Knowledge of the Prize and Courſe ; and of all thoſe 
tedious Exerciſes, ſubtil Snares, and terrible Oppo- 
ſitions that attend it, and firm Aſſurances of great 
Succeſs, by Promiſes and Inftances: And here, in 
Chriſt, we have them all: Which, whilſt obſerved, 
will ſtrangely forward and effect the Increaſes of our 
Strength upon us. But if theſe be not well diſcern- 
ed, what Wearineſs and Deſparation will there pre- 
fently creep upon us? For whilſt we know not where 
we run, nor whether; nor whether our Motives will 
be profperous, and to our Gain and Honour ; nor 
where to ground our Faith and Hope; nor whence 
to take the Hope and Meaſures of our Patience, we 
lye ſo open to all Diſcouragements and Aſſaults _ 
2 | | 5 the 
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the World, Sathan and our ſelves, as that we ſhall 
eaſily and quickly turn from being Inſtances and 
Examples of regular and ſucceſsful Patience unto o- 
thers; and be their Scandals or Affliction. But if 
we know and mind our Lord, we ſhall clearly ſee 
in him that our Way is right, our Croſs is tolerable, 


our Shame contemptible, and the Prize ſure and 


Sat. ; 


Iafer. II. How much is God concerned to have us | 


patient and proſperous Racers, Heb. 6. 11, 12. 10. 
38. For here you ſee a great Cloud ſet before you : 
The Doctrine and Deſign thereof is both explained to 
you, and charged and enforced upon you: And the 
moſt glorious Author, Finiſher, Pattern and Patron 
of your Faith and Patience, exhibited unto, and ſet 
—— you as more than all beſides, to ſet and keep 
you right. And now what greater Teſtimony could 
given of God's Defire and on to make you 
run to win, than what the Text affords you? For 
here you have, God manifeſt in the Fleſh, to medi- 
ate in theſe. Affairs betwixt your God and you: 
God was in Chriſt, reconciling the World to himſelf, 
And he from the Mouth and Practice of his own Son, 
(the Heir of all things) ſpeaks to us, that ſo the 
Greatneſs and Magnitude, or —_— of the Embaſ- 
ſador might prevail upon us. 2. When he appears 
to us about this Buſineſs, his Name is u and En- 
manuel, to convince us, that he deſigns no Hurt, but 
Good to us, in what we are called to. We were en: 
gaged in a pernicious fatal Race before; and being 
run away from God, we were making hafte to our 
own Ruin and Reproach; and therefore came Jeſus, 
. as a Saviour, to turn our own Feet into the Paths of 
Life and Ways of Peace. 3. When he appears, he 
brings the Goſpel with him: That Cluſter of glori- 
ous Revelations, whereby we are informed of the 
moſt important Doctrines, Laws and Promiſes rela- 
ting to this Heavenly Race; and all 1 
5 3 ' vaigemt 
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Conſidered and Applied. © 
vident, regular and joyful in our Courſe. 4. The 
Race and Prize being thus ſer before us in the Goſpel, 
he firſt runs himſelf. He credits all his Father ſpeaks, 
execures all hs Will, and confidently and chearfully 


* * 
. 
. 
4 * 
” 
6 


expects bis Promile all the way. He doubts of no- 


thing that his Father ae; he baulks at nothing that 
be orders; and he thinks nothing trivial or ſuſpici- 
ous that he promiſes to him as his determined Reward. - 
5. The Troubles and Reproaches of this Race he bears 
and ſcorns: He neither flees before the Croſs, nor 
falls he under it, nor grows he weary of it, nor quar- 
relfome therein. And for the Shame he {lights it whilſt 
he bears it. No Jeers or Taunts ſhall make him 
ſneak or change his Looks, as if he were aſhamed 
of his glorious Enterprize; for it was not Reputati- 
on with the Sons of Men, but with his Father, that 


| he eſteemed his Glory and Renown. 6. He fits dowre 


on high, placing himſelf at the Rght Hand of the 
Throne of God, that he might juftifie our patient 
Motions; vindicate us from all the Challenges, and 
Cenſures, and injurious Uſages and Reflections of 
Men and Devils; encourage us to perſevere, and 
crown our Perſeverance; and to convince us of his 
Ability and firm Purpoſe to perform all this. And, 
7. In all theſe Inſtances it is expected by God's Com- 
mand and Order, that Chriſt be obſerved and im- 
proved : And is not God our Friend ? 
Infer. III. Goſpel Contempt, or Non. improvement, 
how dreadful is it! eb. 2. 3, 6. 6. 10. 26. 29. For 
the Text loads it here, with the moſt fearful Aggra- 
vations. A more merciful and meet Exped ient could 
not be given to Souls below, than Fe/ws, in the Gof- 
| Mirror; whom to behold herein, will work our 
— Transformation into his? Image. An Inſtru- 
ment and Legacy is this Faith, wherein we have the 
deepeſt Myfteries, the ſtricteſt Precepts, and the moſt 
rich and precious Promiſes given us from the ny 
wiſe and glorious God, by the Hand of his greate 
Wo . „„ Favourite, 
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Favourite, with full Reſpects to our Salvation from 


all our miſerable Circumſtances, that we might re. 


turn to God, and run with the Patience of Hope, to 


the eternal State of Reſt and Bleſſedneſs; having 
our Proſpect, Patron, and Exemplar always before 
our Eyes, for our Encouragement, Conduct and Sup- 
port. And who can flight this Faith, or trifle with 
it, and yet be innocent, ſafe or joyful! Did Sinners 


know their Prize that is put into their Hands, they | 
would be terrified at the Thoughts of gaining nothing 
by it. Nothing can more provoke the God of Heaven | 
to Jealouſie than this, to ſee Men damned and ruined 
through prevalent Obſtinacy, Sloth, Ingratitude and | 


Luft, John 3. 19. What weighty Loads and Accents 


doth my Text ſet hereon? For every Word therein | 
ſpeaks the Refuſers and Deſpiſers of this Faith to be 
unworthy of eternal Lite. (I.) Ir is their bet! 


Friend that they flight. Jeſis their Saviour, and 


that in the greateſt Inſtance and Defign of Friend- | 


ſhip to them. Salvation was his Errand and Deſign, 
1 Tim. 1.15. and the Bleſſing that ſwells and fills 
our Goſpel Cluſter, T7. 2. 11. Whence, they that 
refuſed the Goſpel, are ſaid ro 7udge themſelves un. 
worthy of eternal Life, in Acts 13. 46. and what 
can more provoke to indignation than vile Reſentments 
of the greateſt Favours? (2.) It is the oſt apt and 
&lorious . ee which they flight, and that 

contrived and ordered to engage their 
Hearts. A Faith that hath an Author, and Finiſher 
thereof, beyond Compariſon or Parallel. Theſe Wit- 
neſſes had but ſome Umbrages and Shadows, but 
we here have the Image of Heavenly things, Heb. 10. 
1. God's Counſels and Contrivances in their laſt and 
beſt Edition, given from him that lay in the Boſom 
of his Father; and that ſo intimately and clearly 
knew his Heart, and who was himſelf the central 
Point, wherein all the Lines of Goſpel Majeſty, and 
erey met together; and one, by whom the _ 


WJ foch pleaſed and pleaſing” Aſpefts on us ? Goc 
iſeſt in the Fleſh! With his Heart Tbs gr 


enance the Index and Appearance of 1775 and great 
Compaſſions ! His Hand fo filled with Gofj 


| clearly repreſented to us in the Goſpel, rhar rher 


RWG . 7 
Conſidered nd Applied, tt 
Ait of our Salvation was to_ be redhlaftcd wit 
fingular- Fairtifulneſs and Succeſs, And can Sinners 


Wiingle nothing out bur this, to pour theit Contempt 
upon 2 What, ſhall ſach Light be ſtied abroad to be the 
re 
1 


ſ N And ſuch' a Mirrour of Divinity, 
Me 


the corrupted Breath of ſcornful *Wretches 2 Shall 


Jeſus be the Spitir, Publiſher and Mediator of this 
Faith, and ſhall it be caſt aſide, and end in no- 
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thing but the Aggravation of the ghilt ind ruin of 


our Souls? We are otherwiſe cautloned and coun-, 


ſelled by the inſpired Publiſher of thät Paſſage, 
in Heb. 12. 28, 29. Did ever the glory of the Lot 


pi ſo glorioully before the Sons of Men as in this 
Goſpel? Joh. i. 14. Did ever Me Joon BU 
S God ma- 


aw 
4 


cious Purpoſes and good Will to Men! His Cn. 
pel Plef⸗ 


ſings! His Speech ſo Comfortable !! And his hole 
Behaviour ſo Endearing and Attractixe! His Si 
Jo Meek and Patient! His Steps ſo Eafie, Safe ank 

Exemplary, to be followed through his abundant, 
Grace Commiunicated to the Sons of Men! And aA 
bis Namè and eminent Aﬀs and Attributions i 


God to ws, and whiat by him ſhall be effected for 
us! What! Shall ſuch. myſterious Doctrines, Exhi-, 
bitions, Miniſtrations and Defigns as theſe be fejected“ 
or abuſed by us: Know Sinners = and rretnble 
at it, that if this Goſpel be conde! ped by, you, 
you flight the beſt Reſemblances and Accounts of 


we may diſcern and find what Chriſt 3s mad: 4 
01. 


Chriſt and Grace that ever viffted this World. 
and this great Diſpenfation ſhall condemn you, if 
yon” will not ſuffer it to ſave you ; ſeeing whitſt 
Jon flight your DA Fs iſiration, you eue 


1 


* HEBREWS it 3. | 
defeat the fayiog Purpoſes, and merciful Addreſſes 


of the Goſpe] to you for their Good. (3.) You 


thus. Blaſpheme the be Spit Courſe and Wiſdom of the 

Lord d Jeſus, and ſhew your ſelves aſhamed. of him, | 
Luke 9. 26. Whoever will not value, ſerve and 
follow Chriſt, cannot expect Honour from God the 


ather, nor a Manſion op the Lord Redeemer, 


ob. 12. 26. What is this Goſpel which you flight, Wh 


ut, the Glaſs of his great Eminencies and Prero 


gatives; the, Hiſtory. of his Actions, Suffering 
and Glory ; the Inſtrument of his Government; 


the Covenant off his Peace and Mercies ; 


and the Grant and Cans, of thoſe Immi- 
pities and Favours which he indulgently beſtows up 1 
4 


on you ; and the Preluſions of that his Heaven 


Glory which he hath purchaſed, now. poſſeſſes * 5 
vou, and will x ait ere long to give you 2? And 2 
ule whereby you muff be Triel 


that eſt and 
ede long, in otder to your Eternal State? Here 


5 Abriſt intorms. you, of what ou muſt be perſwaded 
and why; what, 4 0 muſt be, and Ps. ſtand Þ 


ee to dear; and do, for, bim, and in Imitati- 
Fa of him ; and what, you, thenoupen may expect 
er 


eafter ? Ard can fuch; Things. be trifled with, and | 


you. not 1 5 worſt of Criminals ? (4. ) Lou 
dish and firike at all that Glory which God -hath 
ven Jeſus C hi ill, Luke 1-2 27. He 890 s Right 
fa, expe 3%, {hould; Honour, i. le e 
as one ol ted, Patron of this Th 
F you Night, his Faith, you; halange bim to ty 
10 rengrh of his imperial Rod. upon, your, 
There are Oy. other Inferences. that A migh 
IITLEL "4.9 das n 1 8 


dra fr — derte 
Ch Chil: 4 i eig : be Aunhor, 5 3 d Finiſher 
Faith, infers 1 75 jt a the he Gehl my 4 


Bas Concern, . 1 That . ps 6 iy 
5, Bar bar i 


Rule us, and not t p ba eel an 
reds dible in, the 
ous to be lath omed or ne us, 8 
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efles nis Behaviour under his Croſs and Shame infers 
You theſe things. 1. That the Goſpel doth deſerve all 
{ the that we can do and ſuffer for it. 2. It can be no 
him. Man's Shame or Folly to fallow Chriſt ; and to bear 
and he Repruach and Shame of Chriſtianity. 3. Thoſa 
the muſt not be our Guides or Patterns that will not fol- 
mer, lid Chtiſt, bearing his Reproach or Croſs after 
git, nim. Nor, 4. Should we quartel with the Croſs. 
e0- and Shame our ſelves, ſeeing we are not greater than 
our Lord. 5. . Religion is neither gainful, 
nt ; nate not ſound. 6. The Entertainment that Chriſti- 
es; anity meets with here, is no fir Teſt or Rule to under- 
mu- ſtand or try its Excellencies by. III. From 22 
up- Paſton. Ar the Rig bt Hand of the Throne of God, 
znly Wwe infer. 1. They that would Rival Chrift in his 
tor WW Prerogative, fhoukd therein be diſowned by us. 2. The 
And end is berter x6 judge af Mens Spirits and Courſes by, 
ried A than their boginnings. 3. Mien rather ſhould be pit 
lere Wi tied and derided ar, than feared or flatrered, who 
ded BW oppoſe Chriſt s Intereſt and Goſpel. Fax whil 
and i there is a Thrift in Heaven, related to a Sced and 
ati- 4 Intereſt below, the Golpel (ſhall abide below, 
ect None can be: miſerable or in danger that are the 
and Favourites of Chriſt m Glory: 5. All Things and 
Lou Perfors are moſt ſafely and fecurely lodged, that 
ach are put imo the Hands of Jeſus Chriſt, and leit 
ght with him. [Aft may be credited and truſted ta, that 
ove BY Chtift hirnfelf ſtands heartily engaged for, as the 
ce- Proſperity und Enlargement of his Kingilom; the Ac- 


ir cotaptiſhrngme' of his Promiſes; the Subjeftion-of all 
” that me his Exemice, and ours; and his return for 
hi dat complet Suleation- N. It is very dangerous and - 

5s WH unworthy! in us to deny Chtiſt any thing that he 
ut requires or: Camittmatds; - g. That Jeſus Ghrilt 8 too 
2 % and dear to God da be denied in am 


fi for thoſe that love kim. * 
'Confequime:how ' we ſtand in Chriſt's 
Kar be Mah Hand hach Power 10 
damn us: * in Heaven a 
2 OR, 


wich liz: rg 


u or 
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Can reſcue and protect whom he reſolves. to ruin; 
nor ruin whom he determineth and undertakes to 


fave. 10. Chriſt his Intereſt and Honour ſhould ten- 
derly and highly be regarded by us; for God that 
hatk raiſed him ſo high, cannot but dreadfully re. 


ſent all thoſe Rebellions and Affronts which any one 


ſhall offer Chriſt. 11. But Tet me now addreſs my 


fight againſt him. Sathan may, by pertniſſion 
fem to gain ſome Ground of Chriſt; but the | wor- 

der fu! 'Counſellor will baffle him in thoſe Ways, 
and by thoſe Inſtruments and Engines, which Sa- 
than may deſign and hope toibreak. Chriſt, who is 


# 


+> f 
$7... of 


felf to you in ſome fer Words of Exhortation; 
mainly, 1 not only drawn from this, Chriſt his 
4 0 fg , F is 42 1 "+ ; a 


Right Hand n. 


1. Exhort : Never fear the Diſſolution or Defeat: | 
ment of Chriſt's Kingdom in this World, 1/a. 9. 7. 
P/al. 110. 1. His Kingdom is his great Concern and 
Darling, and he will not neglect it. It is this Faith 
that he hath built his Kingdom on, and both the 
Building and Foundation ſhall be preſerved by him. | 
His Kingdom in its Maturity and Perfection doth 
he intend to be a Preſent to his Father; and he 


will produce it, at the great Day, as the Monu- 
ment and Trophy of his Victorious Succeſs. The 


Patience” which he practiſed and maintained in his 
Perſon, and that he countenances by his Grace, 


fhall certainly be rewarded. by him: Nor would 


he call us to deſpiſe the Shame, were he not able 
to vindicate and reward ſuch an Heroick Frame. 
He that hath: conquered Death (and the Conque- 


tor of all Mankind) and raiſed himſelf ſo high 
in Heaven, can by this Power ſubdue even all things 


to himſelf.” Chriſt never yet retreated from his Ad- | 


verſaries through necefſity, as an unequal match 


for them, but in deſign to effect Surprizing Victories 


by: Stratagem, to the reproach of thoſe that hate and 
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Right Hand) over all things to his Church, wil! 
never let his Kingdom be expoſed to a diſhonoura- 
ble fall. That Cauſe and Seed muſt needs be ſafe, 
that Wwhoſe Intereft and Protection he eſpouſes. What 


Conſidered and Applied. 


re. ſignifie the FluQtuations of the Seas to him who fits 
one upon the Floods... as their Controuler ; and who 
; my can cut his Paſſage through the , moſt | boiſterous 
ion; ¶ Waves, and make their Billows caſt his Ark upon 
t bis its reſting place? If Elijah was efteemed as the CH. 
riot of Iſtael, and the Horſemen thereof, much 
feat- WW more is Chriſt the great Protection and Defence of 
. 7. his whole Goſpel Kingdom. The Gates of Hell ſhall 
and not prevail ' againſt his Church, Mar. 16. 18. What 
aith is the arm of Fleſh to him that fits ſo near unto 
the the Throne of God! See Mic. 4. 11, 12. What if 
im. the Heathen rage, if Kings and Princes confede rate 
loth in their Politicks and Forces? The Zeal of God 
he for Chriſt ſhall baffle all. The Leagues of Earth 


and Hell will break with greater eaſe than Sampſon's 
= Cords. ' In vain doth Sathan and his Enemies lay 

their Deſigns in ſecret, to tear up all Chriſt's In- 
terefts and Kingdom. He knows their Purpoſes, they 
know not his. His Counſels ſtand, but theirs ſhall 


fall. Their Counſels and Attempts ſhall ;ſerve his 
Purpoſes,” but he will never ſerve, nor truly proſper 


ue- theirs. Their Storms and Whirlwinds, which they 
gh raiſe, ſhall prove/ the ruin of themſelves; and in 
199 their own ſnares ſhall their Feet be caught and 
1d- held. All things are with Chriſt, and for his, and 
ch a Ted ſhall ſerve him, and boldly bid defiance to 
ies their Enemies and his. All Wiſdom, Right and 
nd Might are the Prerogatives which Chriſt poſſeſſes 


at the Right Hand of Got. 
2. Exhort : Kiſs the Son ſeſt he be angry, and ye 
ys, periſh in the way, Eſal. 2. 12. To ſtand it out with 
- Chriſt, is but to Lic againſt the Price. Reve- 
is rence, Affection, 2 and Obedience are but 
d his due om us. 38 * 
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| hot and heavy than we can poſſibly conceive. What 
Calls and Cryings to the Mountains will there be, 
that the guilty may, if poſſible, be hid from him 
that firs upon the Throne; and be ſaved from the 
Wrath of the Lamb? Rev. 6, 16. How great) 
ſhould we dread his Fury, whoſe Exaltation is 5 
gre: and high ? Then is the Power of Life and 
eath even in his very Looks. *Tis ſtrange, that 
the Conſciences and Hearts of Sinners ſhould be ſo 
ſtupiſied and ſeared, as to content thetnſelves without 
his Favour; or think to - keep themſelves ſecure | 
without him, or againſt him. Surely ſuch Majeſty 
ſhould be revered, and ſuch an Eminence of Au- 
thority ſhould lift us up above the Malignity and 
Admiſſions of all Corrivals with him; he that is 
worlhipped and attended on by Angels, and trembled 
at by Devils, and truckled to by all his Enemies, 
ought to be honoured, obeyed and loved by us. God 
who exalred him, refolves that every Knee ſhall 
bow to him, and every Tongue confeſs that he ts 
Lord unto the Glory of Gad the Father, And (hall 
we then contend with him ; and think to, proſper, or 
preſerve our ſelves? Oh no, the Spirit and Courſa 
of Enmity to him {hall either break or melt before 
him. Nothing ſhould ſo engage and exerciſe our 
thoughrs as he to be at peace with him. God hath 
not raiſed him thus, that we ſhould flight him, and 
turn Rebels to him; but that all Homage and Obe- 
dience ſhould be done to him. No-rude Concep- 
tions of him, or Deportments towards him, can be 
Juſtified', nor ſhould they be admitted by us. His 
Eraltation is to be our Praiſe and Wonder; his 
Will our Rule; his Promiſe: our full Security and 
Support, no other Lords muſt have Dominion over us. 
His Throne and Scepter muſt baue our practical 
Acknowledgements and Avouchments by us. To Sin 
againſt him; to diſpute his Government and Throne; 
to cntradict his Pleaſure; or tb. murmur at his — 
| mY M vicdence, 


Vhat vidence, is to commit a Rape on all that can be 
be, facred. Let us then yield Obedience to him, whom 
him we can neither rival nor ſubdue. This Stone, that 
the God hath made the Corner Stone, falls with a dead - 
atly BW ly weight on him, that dares to reject it. Did you 
but ſee the Luſtre of his Perſon, the Majeſty of his 
and WF Throne, the Glory of his Scepter, and the vaſt Ex- 
hat BY tent of his Prerogatives and Dominion: Did you 
fo but know the Train which fills that Temple where 


lout he fits: Oh how ambitious would you be of his Fa- 
ure WF vour 2 How tender of his Intereſt * How featful of 
ity his Indignation > And how obſervant of his Royal 
Au- Laws and Will 2 You would with eaſe and readineſs 
ind BY conclude that Kings and Subjects, and all degtees 
1s ot Men ſhould lay all their Intereſt, Wills and AF 
led fections proftrate at his Feet. | 

es, 3. Exhort : Let not your Patience ſwoon or die 
od within you, ſecing you have fo great a Patron to re- 
u! ward it, Rev. 3. 21. Rom. 8. 34, —39. You ſe, 
11 whilſt he is on the Throne, nothing can end or go 
all W amifs whilſt you keep right. Here you may ſee the 
or Wt infide of David's Houſe, and the glorious iſſuęe of 
le Long-ſuffering and Patience. For Chrift himſelf was 
rc crucified (and condemned) through weakneſs ; but 
ur he now lives by the Power of God : And ſeeing he 
1 is aſcended to the Throne of Fellowſhip with God, 

d why ſhould we looſe our Conſtancy and Spirit ? 


It put ſome Spirit and Vigour into Stephen's Heart, 
when he beheld his Mafter at the Right Hand of 
God. The Heir of all things now inherits Heaven 
and Earth; and acts in the Power and Poſſeſſion of 
his Throne in Heaven: And having all Authority 
in his Hands, he Countenances and Commands your 
Patience. Oh be not baffled by any Fears and Pref- 
ſures; let nothing ſtinct or break thoſe noble Reſo- 
lutions which your Race requires. You know: your 
Antidote againſt: all Preſſures that otherwiſe would 
break the Harmony 3 your 3 
e = 4 2 Cu, 
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88 H EB RE WS xii. 2. 5 
2 Cor. 5. 1. Afflictions are but light and eafie, 
when Chriſt upon his Throne is kept within your 
View. The Croſs can make no breach upon you, 
whilſt Chriſt in Heaven, and thus Enthroned there, 
is duly minded and remembred by you. Your Ene- 
mies muſt ſerve and execute Chriſt's Purpoſes, and 


not their own. He meaſiires out your Trials, and 


brews your Cups, and orders vat the Sizes and Du- 
rations of your Troubles here ; and he will take 
effectual Care that your Temptations keep their 
exact Proportions to your true, Intereſt and allotted 

Strength. The Treaſures and Reproaches of Pharaoh's 
Court or Kingdom, could not diſſolve the Spirit of 
"Patient Moſes, whilſt Chriſt ſo much concerned 
himſelf therein. When Things and Perſons here 
below have ſhewed their beſt, and done their 
worſt, Chrift on his Throne is never at a loſs to 
mend the worſt of matters. Keep you but true to 
him, and he will he kind to you, and mindful of 
you. Lou cannot more diſgrace your Lord, than 
to ſink under what you feel, or to retreat from 
what he calls you to. What! Ought not we, as 
well as Chriſt, to ſufter; and ſo to enter into Glory? 
Luke 24. 26. with Rom. 8. 17, 18. Should we 
not 'patiently follow Chriſt, and following him, bear 
his Reproach with meekneſs, if we believe him 
thus exalted, and expect to live with him in 
Glory: Joh. 12. 26. What though the Race be 
long and hazardous; our Enemies many, fierce and 
great; and the Way rough and dirty ? The firm 
belief of this Article ſhould confirm your Spitits in 
the ftrength' of Patience. When ever our Hearts 
begin to fail us, what ſerves our Head for in 
this ſo meet Capacity and Relation, but to ſupport 
our fainting Spirits, and to keep our Patience in its 
full and conſtant Strength and Exerciſe > How can 
we bear or do too much for him; that can and 
will reward us like his enthroned and _ 

6% e 5 | 3 i © £93 as 2 * 


"Th $5 58 7 * » k TY i: 


Confideredd and Applied. 8g. 
Self? Chrift can do what he will; and will do more 
than we can think of, and ſhall we faint, as if Chriſt 
could not Save us? 5 
3. Exhort: Keep up an heavenly Frame of Heart, and 
Courſe of Life, Col. 3. 1, 5. Phil. 3. 20, 21. 1 Pet. 
T. 20, 21. Phil. 1. 20, 23. an Heart much kept in 
Heaven will be much fitter for it; and a well order- 
ed Converſation is the production, exerciſe and im- 
provement of an Heavenly Mind and Temper. Oh 
what a loadſtone and attractive is an exalted Head 
in Heaven to draw our Hearts and Lives up thither ! 
Chriſt in his Throne and Kingdom; and a Kingdom 
with him! Who wou'd not more Converſe with 
ſuch important things? Did you but ſee his State 
and Majeſty ; the Luſtre of his Face; the Grandeur 
of his Preſence; the Lovelineſs of his Looks, the 


Glory or his Throne and Scepter; the Order of his 


great Court; the Splendour of his vaſt Retinue; the 
Multitude and Greatneſs of his Hoſts; the Poſture 
and Accompliſhments of his Favourites; the Rich- 


neſs of his Entertainments; and all the Treaſures of 


his Grace and Glory; with all the Services and Ado- 

tions that attend his Throne and Preſence ; what 

lames of Love; what Pangs and Fervours of De- 
fires to be with him would thoſe create and keep a- 
live in you! The ftatelieft Grandeur of the greateſt 
Courts on Earth, even a Solomon in all his Glory, is 
but a Pageantry and dark Shadow hereunto; to ſee 
the Shechinah of the Father's Glory in its utmoſt Beau 
ty; and the Son fitting there, as rhe moſt immedi- 


ate Emanation of his er's Eminence; to ſee Di- 


vinity and Majeſty in the moſt liberal Diffüſions of 
their Luſtre, through all thoſe vaſt Dominions ; and 
to behold the pure and ſtrong Reflections and Re- 
ſtractions of them from ſuch Multitudes of the moſt - 
glorious Mirrours in that State! To ſee the Lord with 

all his Saints and Favourites about him, in their exact- 

eſt Orders. ſparkling their borrowed Glory —_— the 
! 8 1 ternal 


go HEBREWS xii. 2. 


Eternal Praiſe of him who brought them thicher 
and placed them there; and to find your ſelves a 


mongſt them; what Hearts would not theſe thi 


enflame and raviſh with extream Delights? Surely, 
ir would ſtrike a Mortal blind to ſteal a Glance 
hereat. Lord give us ſtronger Eyes, and better 
Hearts, that we may clearly ſee this Glory and Poſ- 


ſeſs it. And Oh what Melody will it make in our 
engaged Ears, to hear the Praiſes which thoſe Hea- 


venly Chorifters do, with ſuch Holineſs and Harmo. 
ny expreſs ! Their Hearts and Hands are all in Tune, 


and with great Skill and Order, do they ſing the 


of Moſes and the Lamb. So many Millions 


in ſweet Melody and Concord bearing their Parts 
in ſuch a Conſort as Chriſt hath ordered and com- 
poſed ! Oh bleſſed State! where nothing but Halle. 
lajah's and Hoſanna's ſhall be heard! Oh ſhould 
we ſearch the Excellencies of that State, where Chriſt 
enthroned makes all ſo joyful and tranſported, our 
Souls would break their Bodies to be gong, to ſe 
this Royal Favourite, whoſe Throne and Preſence 


are the Glory of that State, and to behold his Lufire. 


And now Chriftians; {ſhall we have ſuch. an 
Head, fixed on ſuch a Throne; whoſe Habitati- 
on is in the Meridian Glory; whoſe Cendition. 3 
Happy; and whoſe Authority is {9 græat? At 


4 {hall 


we never {end our Thoughts like Spies up Thicher, 


to keep a need ful and refreſhing Correſpondence and 


zommunion with our Head 2 Have we no Friend, 
no Intereſt, no Bufineſs there? How can we keep 
our Graces lively, or preſerve our Souls in hape, 


without our daily Comemplations af Chriſt at God's 
right Hand: So many Thoughts abroad, ns. 1 nane 


reach Heaven? So. many wann. Affect 
thing like a warm and: adive Heart to caſt into our 
er's Boſom ? Can other rhings bring us to ſome 
Fauſes of Conſideration, Aſtoni *, and. Won⸗ 


der? And can we not turn our Thougins.-to ſeek avd 
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Confidered and Applied. - 91 
ſee that Jeſus, whoſe Office, Excellence, Name and 
Exaltation, are ſo wonderful? Where lyes our Hope 
and Treaſure, that our Hearts are ſo eftranged from 
their aſcents to Chriſt > What is it that ſo engages 
and conſumes our Time and Thoughts, as that we 
never think of him that is above ? No wonder that 
we Love him not, that we can bear and do {6 
little for him; and that he is ſo meanly reſembled by 
us; ſeeing we ſpend ſuch ſlightly ſeldom Thoughts 
upon him. When were you in your Meditations and 
Defires laſt with Chriſt ? Is it not long ago? It may 
be, never? And is this the way to have your Spi- | 
tits attempered to that State? Up with your Hearts 
then, Chriſtians; and never ſatisfie your ſelves to g 
ſtay below, ſeeing Chriſt your Lord and Head is 
gone to Glory: And 2 it evident by your Lives, 1 
that you are haſty and impatient to be gone. Live 5 
more like Citizens of Heaven; and make it manifeſt, 
by doing brave and noble things for God, that your 
exalted Head hath got, and raiſed your Happineſs. 
Chriſt on his Throne aQts wiſely, warmly, and in- 
; duſtriouſly for you. All his appearances and en- 
gagements for your good, are. Great and Royal, like 
himſelf. And tis from the right Hand of the Throne 
of God, that Chrift hath ſent that Spirit which muſt 
anoint and fit you for his glorious Preſence ; and this 
Spirit is to make you Provident, Sound and Fruit: 
ful; to render your entrance more abundant into his 
everlaſting Kingdom; and will you not be Fruitful? 
Chriſt's Exaltation is the fruitful Root and Seed of 
all your Holineſs and Hopes: And he will not bring 
you to himſelf} till you have brought forth Fruit 
to God. Oh then adorn his Doctrine and advance 
his Crown, be filled with Fruits of Righteouſneſs to 
his Praiſe, Phil. * 287 £47 152.11 . TS 
5. Exbort : Let then the Holy Supper of our Lord 
be minded and improved as it ought ; and Chris 
therein, 1 Cor. 3. 7, 8. Chriſt crucified and glojified - 


are 
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are here ſet before you, to be ſtrictly and peculiar- 


ly minded by you, as both the Pattern, Advocate, 


and Rewarder of your Race. This is ſo clear a Mir- 


Tour, as that, unleis the Glaſs be ſullied, your Eyes 


cloſed, and your Hearts be hardened, you needs muſt 
be awakened and affected. A Crown of Thorns up- 
on his Head: Great Wounds and Gaſhes in his Side: 
Great Nails ſtruck through his Hands and Feet, a 
diſmal Cloud upon his Countenance, a great Agony 
upon his Spirit, and his expiring Breath loaded with 
audible Complaints of God's forſaking him as well 
as Men; and this, amongſt ſo many Witneſſes and 
SpeCtators whoſe Souls deſired, compaſſed, and were 
moſt ſatisfied in his Diftreſs'; and himſelf thus ſtript 
of all that could cammend him to the Reſpects of 
Men, that looked not higher than this World : Our 
Lord under theſe dreadful Circumſtances is made 
the Sacramental Spectacle of this Day: Oh what a 
Vail was drawn here over all his Glory! For here 
he is repreſented to us as a Man' of Sandi, ha- 
ving none with whom his Acquaintance was fo fa- 
miliar and intimate, as with the deepeſt of Sorrows 
and Perplexities that Innocence could bear. You 
Here behold him labouring under the painful Croſs, 
attended with all Inſtances and Expreſſions of Con- 
rempt ; and called now nothing but a Nazarene, ex- 
poſed to the deriſion of the Soldiers, Rabble, and of 
all forts of Men, as the right Trial of a brave, meek, 
and noble Spirit. The Ways were rough which he 
paſt thorough ; the Encounters ſharp which he main- 
tain'd; and the Tongues cruelly reproachful, whereof 
the Scourgings were his Diſcipline and Entertainment, 
amidſt that People whom he came to Save. No 
Innocence could prevent their Malice; no Pleas or 
Pity could appeaſe their Wrath; no Worth and Ex- 
cCellence, though viſible and matchleſs, could allay 
much leſs prevent the Scorns and Contradictions of 


Sinners againſt himſelf: And it was his Faithfulneſs, 


Grace, 


Grace and Pity tO his Friends and Enemies that ̃ 
brought theſe Miſeries upon him. For had he ſpa- 
red: himſelf, and {lighted- us, he had not borne this 
Crucifixion and Reprœach: And then, we had endu- 
red againſt our Will, and to our matchleſs Horrour 
and Confuſion, far greater Miſery and Reproach than 
his, in this reſpect, that Wrath and Guilt had been 
eternally concentred in our ſelves. So that here we 
have Chriſt ſet before us, as in his Mourning State 
and Weeds, emptied of all that ſhould extort Re- 
ſpetts and Honour from Earthly Minds, who Mea- 
{ure fotth their Eſtimation and Regards by world- 
ly Riches, Grandeur and Accompliſhments, and 
mind not the right Grounds and Teft of value, 
And yet in the Evening time tis Light: Chriſt his 
Glory ſtrikes through this Cloud: And the rejected 
Stone becomes the head of the Corner. Here Ma- 
jeſty, Truth, and Mercy are met together for our pre- 
ſent Entertainment; and the Glory of our raiſed and 
exalted: Head Heams forth upon us from that glori - 
ous and high Throne, at the right hand whereot he * 
fits. He gives us here his Inſtitution as a King, 
and he lays his Royal Charge upon us like a right 


hand Favourite, Do this, and do it thus; he gives 


us the Explication of his Ordinance as a Prophet, 
this | Bread, &c. he gives the Pledge and Far- 
neſt of his Ability and Heart to bleſs us; the New 
Teſtament in bis Blood. The Covenant of Promiſes 
he hath-purchaſed, exhibited and ſealed :. He tells us 
of his ſecond coming to convince the World of that 
— pra he at God's right hand 
Poſſeſſes for udgment. Till he come None 

but a right hand Favourite could have obtain d this 
Covenant, given this Ord inance, and made this Uni- 
verſal. Law, to bind the Conſciences of Men, to keep 
up theſe Memorials of his Sufferings and Love. Here 
therefore we may ſee Heaven, Emptied and Filled a- 
Lain; m4 Enroded with. Majeſty ; Crucified 


"ehrough 


” * 
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through Weakneſs, and Living through the Power of 
God: A Criminal accuſed and condemned of Men, 
but cleared and glorified by God: A Priſoner at the 
Bar, and a Prince upon the Throne: Slain by the 
Sons of Men, and yet their Governor and judge: And 
aſſaulted by the Powers of Death and Darkneſs, and 
yet ſetting his Feet upon their Necks: Expoſed to 
all the Diſgraces that the worlt of Men could caſt up- 


on him; and preſently we behold him the Object of 


all Venerate Proſtrations, Services and Submiſſions 
of the Earth and Heaven, This Ordinance is his 
Charge and Law as King, his great Memorials as 
Conqueror of his and our grand Adverſaries : His 
Gift and Grant as our concerned and engaged Friend 
to help and fave us: His Teſtimony that we never 
are to be forgotten or forſaken' by him: And his 
{trotg and ſacred Bond on us to oblige us ſtrictly 
and effectually ro all the Services and Expectations 
of our Chriſtian Calling: And Laſtly, The Taſte and 
Emblem of theſe reciprocal Endearments and Re- 
ſpects wherewith in Heaven we ſhall be exerciſed 


Duty to him, Ad- 


8 3 


of God, 1 Gor. 4. 


bit 
ende be we 
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and Avouchment of his beſt reſpects to them) that 
they are Hracliter, to whom pertained the 
125 and the Glory, and the Covenant, and the giv- 


ng the Law and the Service of God and the — 


Whoſe, alſo were the Fathers, and of whom, as con- 


the Fleſh Chriſt came. But, Secondly, By the 
conv Refladlion he tells them, that he was 

( (hough they cook * 3 a I Mean 
Man was ugh: they curſed. 
m_— and uſed him as a vile :Crimize! and 


8 Malefaltor ) That he was God bleſſed for evermore, 


(though they thought to have laid waſte his Ma 
and Kingdom to all intents: and purpoſes) and 
unto his, Au is affixed, to ſignifie his firm Belief. 


herein. « 44.143 
Let Chxiſt then onda here. Firft, Abs; is 
Thrones tbe Author e ths. TInflitation. 'Tis true, he 
ban on his Croſs, when he firſt fer his Roy- 
al Stamp and Signet on this Supper, but it was becauſt 
he knew his right. uma this , and His y_ 
Poſſeſſion vw ry and therefore it was Judged 
a ys chat e the Glory of his _— 
onld thus dawn 
5 2 this. 1 — 0 reve 55 
nor neglacted, nor y and rudely lexved 

2 us. . 896 As on the Mercy Scat, boi 
upon us; and as diſpenſing Favours 1698, 
5 

ing of Galem ngs. a 

tot. us to and Blefſe — 


Thirdl 3 
i dly, ping us ONT 7 gerrer 

e A to; all faithful Services and Sub- 

e and Repoſe in him. Here then ob- 

ſerue Chriſt as Guaiſad to form. your Faith ; an 

obta n Teen fo ou; and to — 
1 bearing —_ roſs with. Taser 
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wherewith it was attended, to ſhew you how enno- 
bling true Faithfulneſs and Religion is, and what ſup. 
port it gives to exerciſed Souls by its ſublime and 
powerful Principles: As /ooking — © where he, 
after, fate, ro quicken you to take your Views of 
Heaven, and to convince you of the Neceſſity and 
Uſefulneſs of an heavenly Heart. As zow exalted at 
Right Hand of: God, to make him capable of main. 
N warranting and rewatding all your Faith 
and Hope in God and Chriſt; and to aſſure you 
of his ſecond coming. , Look upon | : Chrift | v there- 
fore, and, 1. Mourn for, às heartily 'aſhamed of, 


your Sine, whereby you have pierced him, Zech. 12. 


10. Oh now repent of all your >. 5 of thoſe 
great and weighty Duties towards God, your ſelves 
and others; let Sorrow fill your Hearts, that you have 
been ſuch flothful Servants, faithleſs Stewards, and 
diſloyal Subjects; and ſo partial, ſluggiſh; and un- 
conſtant in your Courſe! and Station. Let it afflict 
you, that you have ſo unworthily and frequently re- 


treated from following aſter Chriſt; and that you 


ſhould admit of ſuch ſtrange and groundleſs Sinkings 
and Succumbencies in your Spirits at the Sence of 
every Load, and Apprehenſion of every tifing Storm 
and Cloud. You ſee this Spirit of Fear and Cowar- 
dice, of Sloth and Falſhood, to be quite alien from 
that Spirit and Temper wherewith your Lord was 


* 


actuated. 2. Look on hin, that you may be reconciled 
unto the Duties and Sufferiags of his Croſs.” Here you 
may ſee, tis brave and noble, to be anden a pa- 
tient in the Concerns and Sufferings of the Goſpel. 
Think it not therefore ſtrange concerning the fiery 
Trial, which is to try you, as if ſome new thing had 
happened to you: But rejorce in as nuch as your art 
Partakers-. of Chriſt his Sufferings; that when his 
Glory ſball be revculed, ye alſo may be'tlad with ex- 
_ cceeding y. Theſe Suflerings are your Happineſs, 
becauſe they are for your all-deferving Maſter 's Ho- 


nour 


wt ee 


— 
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vour ; and thus the Spirit of God and Glory refts upon 
you. Bur ſuffer not as evi Doers, but as blameleſs 


Chriſtians, 1 Pet. 4. 12-19. Your Sacramental 
Looks at Chriſt do much, (if fixed, ſerious and con- 
cerned.) to reconcile you to all thoſe Sufferings and 
Duties of the Croſs, which wanton Fleſh ſo deeply 
will reſent, and poſſibly decline. 3. Look on bim, 
that you may be mortified to all that he renounced as 


rivalling his Croſs and Work, Gal. 6. 14. See Heb. 


11. 24,—27. Alas! how little did the Flatterings, 
Courtings and Careſſes of this World affect him, who 


| valued not what that could give him! And how 


little did the Rage, Derifions and Severities of this 
World affright him; who faced, felt, and bare the 
worſt that this could do, with an undaunted and un- 
ſhaken Mind! And ſhall we value, or be moved by 


| what he deſpiſed? 4. Look upon Chriſt as your En- 


couragement and Support in Sufferings and Duties. 
Here you may ſee in Chriſt, 1. The ſweet Reſults 
and Iflues of difficult Work and Trials at the laft. 
2. Chriſt's Power and Purpoſe to vindicate and re- 
ward your patient Sufferings and Services for him. 
3. His preſent Mindfulneſs and Regardfulneſs of you 
to bind you faſt to him in ſweet and ſacred Bonds, 
and in the beſt and ſtricteſt Ties: And to encourage 
you in the way, by Sacramental Exhibitions, Seals 
and Pledges of his deſigned Reward. _ 

Exhort. 6. Come then more frequently with bold 
and fervent Spirits to the Throne of Grace. Heb. 4. 
15, 16. Phil. 4. 6, 7. Having then, Brethren, Bold. 
neſs to enter into the Holieſt by the Blood of Feſws, by a 
new and 104 way, which he bath conſecrated for us 
through the Veil; that 18, his Fleſh; and having an 


bigh Prieft over the Houſe of God; let us draw near — 
eb. 10.19,—22. Our Wants are many, and our 
Straits great: The Majeſty of God is terrible, our 
Souls are thro Sin, vileand loathſome ; our Fleſh is 
reluCtant to our beſt Concerns; Sathan is a fixt and 
H furious 
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furious Enemy to Prayer: And Conſcience of 
Guilt and Forfeitures makes us aſhamed and afraid 
to pray; the Cries of Sin are loud, and very terrible 
and inceſſant: We want abundance of Grace to 

Tithe us, and accompliſh us for both the Race and 
Prize; and hereby to relieve vs in our fo plentiful and 
urgent Straits and Fears: And yer our Liberty is great, 
and our Approaches may be near and chearful, ſee- 
ing our Interceſſor firs at the Right Hand of God, 
able to ſave us to the uttermoſt, from all we feel or 
fear; becauſe he lives for ever to intercede for ns, 
And ſhall we then negte& fo great a. Priviledge 
and redreſs as this? Sirs Chriſt there as a conſtant 
Advocate, to ſolicite for us, and to ſucceed the De. 
fires and Requeſts of Supplicants? And will you 
never put your Requeſts and Hearts into his Hands? 
Live you fo independantly on your God, in your own 
Thoughts and Sence, as never to requeſt his merciful 
Reſpects and Grants? Or can you think to ſpeed with- 
 ogr the Aids and Interceſſions of this Right-hand 
Friend > If not, why thould you be ſuch Strangers to 
your Reſorts ro God, and to your Applications to 
the Throne of Grace: Oh let no Morning paſs with- 
out your Supplications; and ler no Evening eaft its 


* 


fable Covering over your Prayerlefs Souls. And 


when you make your Supplications, ſneak not thro 
ſinful Baihfulneis or Fear. Let not your Hearts 
contract themſelves, ſeeing your hearty Advocate is 
Taiſed fo high. He hath the Treaſury of his Father's 

Bleffings in his own Hands; and he engages high, to 
anſwer the Expectations and Deſigns of all enlarged 
Souls, John 1a. 13, 14. God is acceffible through 
your ratfed Head; and moſt propitious to ſuch Souls 
as are importunate to be filled with all the Fulneſs of 
God. Nothing fo ſtints his Mercies, as the finful 
Norrowneſs of your Hearts. The Cruiſe runs free 
ty, and frops not, whilft there are Veſſels to receive 
irs broached Treaſtres. Chriſt hath obtained 1 


, 


mm—_ Sq © TR thn 


hn. wp aq try 2 ee ww — ed {_. mw. 


— 
* 


222 200 233 0: 


; «Fg 2 2 , * 
. . " * . 
= , a * 5 | Py 
% . 
Conſidered and Applied 99 
4 4 0 1 5 Ld s 9 


of Loſe nothing then through want of asking; but let 
raid your Prayers be warm, as well as bold and frequent. 
ble, MW (/ 4.2, 12. Hearts that aſcend in Flames and Fervours 
qua- of Devotions, are quickly catch'd, mightily prized; 


and and readily are their ſmart and warm Requeſts pre- 
and ſented to the Father by the Son. And he will make 
eat, his Bleſſings tell his Intereſt in Gem. 

fee- Exhort. 7. Fear not to follow Chriſt, where he 
od, hath gone before you, and calls you to follow him. 
| or WM John 12. 26. with Rev. 14. 4. You ſee that Faith, 


whereon you are to ground your Holineſs and Hopes. 


15 
doe Chriſt is the Author and Finiſher of it; and certainly 
tant the Child of ſuch a Parent, and the Production of this 
De. wondrous Potentate and Counſellor may well engage 
you your Hearts, and quicken you to bear and do what is 
ds? required of you. You ſee it was his Courſe and Spi- 
wn tit to do great things, and to deſpiſe the Coſt thereof, 
iful that he might bear his Teſtimony (and complear it) 
ith- to the Excellence of practical Religion; and all this 
and MW for your Imitation: And that which Crowns the reſt 
Sto MW is, his acqueſted Dignity, and Glory, to make him 

; to Ml evidently fit to crown your Imitation of him, and O- 
ith- MW bedience to him. And when you ſee his Faith, his 
its Proweſs, and his Godlike Prerogative, how can you 
Ind 


queſtion your Succeſs in doing, and 1 what is 
commanded you? Chriſt hath a double Headſhip, 
with reference to your Race of Patience, by virtue 
of this Right-hand Seſſion. 1. There is an Head- 
ers ſhip of Sapremacy. For he is God over all bleſſed for 
to WM evermore, Rom. 9.5. the only Potentate, 1 Tim. 6. 
ped 15, 16. And all are ſubject to him. The Reins of 
h Government are in his Hands; and univerſal Judg- 
us ment is committed to him; and every Tongue muſt 
of call him Lord, and ſo confeſs him to the Glory of the 
ful MW Father. And ſhall the Scepter of his Government be 


ee: contronled or deſpiſed by you? Shall he be Head 
ive over all things to his Church? And will you turn 


rebellious to him, and 1 25 Obedience to his Plea- 
„„ 


ſurs 
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ſure, and Conformity to his Steps and Spirit 
2. There is an Headſhip of Influences, to ſupply 
your Souls with Grace and Comforts for, and in 


_ your Race, John 1. 14.—16. Eph. 4. 15, 16. Col. 2. 


9, 10. PH. 4. 13. Your Unction may be plenteouſly 
derived from this holy one. He muſt encreaſe your 
Faith, enflame your Love, kindle Deſires, eftabliſh 
Purpoſes, advance your Aims and Hopes. and animate 
your Strength and Boldneſs, and make your Conſola. 
tions be as the Overflowings of Fordan. Luke 4. 18. 
2 Cor. 12.9, 10 Oh gird up then your Loins, and 
follow him. Let every Dury be performed with 


Watchfulneſs, Cheartulneſs. Life and Conſtancy. Let 


all your Talents be improved and multiplied with full 
and due regard to all your Maſter's Intereſt and Ho- 
nour. Prepare for right and Juſt Accounts of all your 
Truſt. Bear all your Hardſhips and Severities with 
Compoſedneſs; look upward, and move forward. Let 
nothing daunt or tempt you from your Courſe and 
Scope. Mind what your Miſter was, and Cid as your 
Exemplar ; and make your Spirits and Lives the ex- 


acteſt Tranſcript of your Copy. Mind Chriſt, and 


| Prefs towards Heaven, till your whole Courſe be fi- 


niſhed, and Prize obtained. 


_ _ Exbort. 8. Fear not to die, that you may live with 


Chriſt, Co/. 3. 1,—5. It is no mean Antidote and Cor- 


dial againſt the uſual Faintings and Diſcouragements 


of 4 dying Hour, that Chriſt our Head and Hope is 


ſet at God's Right Hand. And ſeeing it is to him we 
go, we may and ſhould preſerve our Spirits in Peace 


and Confidence. *Tis true, Nature abhors irs Diſſolu- 


tion, and tis amazed and ſtartled at the Thoughts 
and Gripes thereof; for ' tis an Enemy to be deſtroy- 
ed. A Paflage ſo exceeding dark, as that the beſt of 


F 
Y 
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Men need great Encouragements and Supports. Souls 
lodged in Bodies, and through your Senſes, deriving 
thoſe Accounts and Notices of God, which were de- 
ſigned for this preſent State of Pilgrimage, — 
_ | 5 an 


and Trial, are loth to go they know not whither; 
to converſe with Beings, and in ways whereof they 
have ſo little Knowledge. And Conſcience of Guilt, 
with the Remains of Vanity and Luſt, will ſtart ſuch 
Jealouſies, Doubts and Fears of being loſt for ever, 
becauſe of that Quarrel with us, of which we bear 


the ſad and ſenſible Effects to the laſt Breath and 


Step; as that without good Hope through Grace, we 
dread and tremble at the Approach and Stroak of 
Death. But Chriſt, our Head, at God's Right Hand, 
gives Death irs comfortable Looks and Aipetts to- 
wards us; and makes its Stroak more gentle and de- 
lightful, becauſe the Sting is taken out. Chriſt who 
once dwelt in Fleſh; that left it for a while, and 
took it up again, and bare ir ro the Throne of God, 
greatly delivers us from the Fear of Death, will reſ- 
cue us from its Power and Touch, and gives Aſſurance 
for the preſent, that he will take our Spirits into his 
own Hand; and fix and order them to their full Sa- 
tisfaction. We only are to prepare for our Depar- 
ture, and to reſign our Spirits when called away, to 
him that loves them dearly ; and that ſafely may be 
truſted with them; ſeeing he is gone to Heroes for 
to prepare our Manſions, to take Poſſeſſion of them 
for us, and to enſtate us in them, when we have 
dropt theſe vile and earthly Mantles oft. Who would 
not then begin, to ſee the Glory of that Stare, and to 
behold the Prince of Peace and Life upon his Throne, 
and in the Meridian Luftre of his Majeſty > Much 
more {ſhould it correct the immoderate Fears of 
Death, and our exorbitant Reluctancies to be gone, 
to think that Chriſt at God's Right Hand will glori- 
he us with himſelf, and make us everlaſtingly Par- 
takers of his Joy, Jude 24, 25. Phil. 1. 20,—23. 

Exhort. 9. Long after, and prepare for the general 
Reſurrection, wherein mY Lord ſhall viſibly appear 
to all, Lake 22. 69. Aeb. 9. 28. 2 [im.4.8. The 


Day is near when all ſhall ſee where God hzth fer 
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his Son, and when he (hall be g/ors fied in bis Saints, 
and admired in all that believe, "Tis true, at pre- 
ſent, the Oracle is veiled from us; and the Throne is 
much beyond the utmoſt Reaches of our Eyes: But 
when the whole Creation ſhakes again, Chriſt on his 
Fhrone will r ſeen. When Chriſt was cxuci- 
fied, the Veil of the Temple was rent in ſunder, to 
teftifhe his Entrance into the holy Place, and the Con- 
ſecration of our Way thereto. But when he appear- 
eth in his Glory, the Heavens fhall part as the unco- 
vering of his Throne, that all his Favourites may be- 
hold him to their Joy. With what a Shout will he 
deſcend What glorious Hoſts will then attend him 
What ſtrange and vaſt Diftuſions of his radiant Glory 
will then gild the whole Creation! The Arch-Ar- 
gel ſounds the Trumpet, and all ſhall hear and come 
together: Chriſt and his heavenly Hoſts come down 
as Lightnings, the Thrones are ſet for Judgment; 
Chriſt takes his royal Seat, encixcled with the Glory 
of his Father, his own; and the Glory of the holy 
Angels. Millions of Aignified Kings and Prieſts, (made 
fuch by him) are all enthroned about him. Myriads 
of potent Angels ſtand in read inet, like winged Meſ 
ſengers, for rhe expedicious Diſpatches of the Buſineſs 
of that Day. All Eyes beheld him; fome with 
Aſtoniſhment and Dread; and others with great De- 
light. Hell throws its Covering aſide; the Graves 
reſign and vomic up their Dead. The Elements melt 
with fervent Heat. All ſtand before the Bar, to 
have their Cauſes tried, and themſelves. judged by 
Chriſt to their eternal State. The Juſt aſcend, and 
ſo attend their Lord to Heaven with fuck: loud Accla- 
mations as become the. compleated Temple and King- 
dom of their Lord: Whilſt all the Enemies of Chriſt 
ſtand trembling at the Sight, until the burning Gul ph 
devour them, and all their Dajzages. be conſumed: by 
the moſt furious Flames. of that, concluding Day; 
and then what Bodies. will the. Saints. * 0 
| FE. eaven 2 
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Heaven ? What Souls therein! Oh what Accom- 
pliſhments, Viſions and Employments will they attain 

unto, to make all know where God hath ſer his Son? 
And ſhall not we prepare and long 3 ſee that 
Day ? | 224" ES 4 | 

Exhort. 10. Keep to your raiſed and exalted Head, 
and walk before him, as the peculiar People of his Praiſe 
and Grace, Eph. 2. 55— 10. 1 Pes. 4. 45 5 — 9. Eph. 
1. 11. Know him well, and the Power of his Ręſurre- 
| ion, and the Fellowſhip of his Sufferings, being made 
conformable to his Death, if by any Means you may 
but attain to the Reſurrection f the Dead. Phil. 3. 
10. Hold faſt the Profeflion of your Faith, Heb. 10. 
21,—23. Think it enough that Chriſt at God's Right 
Hand is for you, and crave no more, Roy. 8. 34. 
For who can vindicate your Hopes and Courſes, like 
himſelf? Oh let it be your Care to convince his Ene- 
mies, that Chriſt is raiſed on high by great Exploits 
for him. Let nothing get your Hearts, nor be ſeen in 
your Lives, but 1 Lord approves of, and will 
own, 1 John 3. 3. hatever Chriſt died for, that, 
by his Exaltation, will he both propagate and purſue. 
For his Heart ſtands firm for Godlineſs in Heaven, as 
well as on the Earth. Seeing he aroſe again to be the 
Lord of Quick and Dead. Chriſt's Heart is pure and 
true, and fo muſt yours be alſo ; otherwiſe Chriſt and 
you mult part. He cannot bear a falſe and filthy 
Soul; for his Zeal and pe” are as ſtrong in Hea- 
ven as on the Earth. 


Keeps a jealous Eye upon your Ways. a 
0 ts i find eee 
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14. HEBR EWS xii. 2. 


impure, you will find his Wrath the heavier and 
hotter, becauſe he, by his Exaltation, is the fitter to 
Execute deſerved Revenges on you. The perfect Re- 
paration and Recovery of declined Religion in the 


World, was that great Deſign which he Eſpouſed; 


and if you croſs this Purpoſe, be ſure it will coſt you 
Dear. Should you diſgrace your glorified Redeemer, 
he certainly will require it at your Hands. Chriſt 


hath Eſpouſed your Cauſe and you: Oh Raviſh! 
Neither from him; nor let him ever have any Cauſe 


to Charge you with Diſhonouring and Deſerting him. 


'Tis either you, or none, that Chriſt expetts to be un- 


to his Praiſe; and if you ſneak and run away, or 
lye to him, and trifle with him; it will coſt you 
Dear at laſt, and who can ſtand againſt him, or be- 
fore him, who ſtands ſo high in God's Eſteem and 
Preſence » He mutt have all things under him; none 
can be Proſperous againſt him, ar:d all that ſtand up 
for, and keep to him, will find no need of any Ad- 
vocate or Patron, but himſelt: He will be kind 
and true to faithful Souls.and will be glorified in them 
to their gain. See then that Chriſt be formed in you, 


and honoured by all your Speeches. Hearts and Lives, 


Grow Wiſe in the Myſteries of both his Croſs and 
Crown, that you may know both what and where he 


is. Grow warm in your Affleck ions and Devotion, to 


make your Altars Smoak and Flame with grateful 
Sacrifices and right Incenſe. Grow frujrful in the 
higheſt Inſtances of Practical Regards to him, that 
he may ſee of the Travail of his Soul to his great Sa- 
tisfaction, and be delighted with the vaſt and full 
returns of his whole Undertaking and Expence. Let 
Zeal tranſport and actuate your Spirits, when you 
behold his Intereſt hazarded or aſſaulted, and his 


Name reflected on. Oh let not Ignorance blind your 
Eyes; nor Inconſiderateneſs, or by Reſpects diſtort 
your Looks; nor Senſuality corrupt your Hearts; 


nor Barrenneſs attend your Lives; nor any Fears or 
| | : 8 12 Dangers 
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Dangers upon his account caſt ou upon Deſponden- 
C 


cies or Retreats. Be apt Diſciples, loyal Subjects, 


| fruitful Sheep, and grateful Favourites; and let the 


Glory of your Lord be ſo tranſmitted through your 
Spirits and Lives to others, as to convince them of 
the Excellence and Exaltedneſs of your Maſter. His 
Eminence forbids Corrivals in Intereſt, Aims and 


| Hearts, His intimacy with God, and his concerned- 


neſs there at God's right hand for us, ſhould be our 


| grear Encouragement to Live and Die to him. His 
| Majeſty ſhould make us humble Proſtrates at his 


Feet; and his Authority ſhould eafily command all 
our Obedience and Submiſſions. His Truſt and Of- 
fice in the Heavens ſhould keep up all Compoſed- 
neſs, Confidence, and Chearfulneſs in us. No other 
Eye ſhould Guide us: No other Lord ſhould Rule 
us: No other Hopes and Ways ſhould Pleaſe us, but 
what are of and for him, and ſeeing God reſolves 
to make his Enemies his Footſtool, how ſpeedily and 
fully ſhould we quit and keep off from their Tents. 
God's All is the Hands of Chrift. All Fullneſs: All 
Authority: All Grace and Glory: And all that God 
himſelf can be concerned in: And our All lyes upon his 
Heart; all that is fit to make or do us good. All 
that our Enemies are, or have, are perfectly at his 
Diſpoſal and Command. All their Succeſſes, Poli- 
cies and Strength. All therefore muſt be fetcht from 
Chriſt, left with him, fixt upon him, given to, and 
ventured in, and with, and for him; and engaged 
in Conſtant, Vigorous and Chearful Motions towards 
him. And all his Truſt and Interceſſion for us con- 
fided in. And all our Fear ſhould be, leſt we pro- 
voke his Favourites or himſelf, to Pray againſt us, 
and that his Intereſt be not obſtructed by us. For 
he is at the right hand of the Throne. We ſhould 
adhere to him, as the diſpenſer of all Grace: As the 
exacteſt Pattern of right and proſperous Religion. 
The beſt Mirrour of the Father. And the great Aſſer- 
ter of God's rights. . SER 
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ſtancy, and the nobleſt Courage; for he 1 
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| Heb. xii. 3, 4. 


For conſider lum that endured ſuch contratlict us 


of Sinners againſt himſelf, leſt ye be wearied, 
and faint in your minds. Ver. 4. Te have not 


get reſiſted unto blood, ſtriving againit fin. 


PHE two Se, Verſes have largely been in- 


1 fifted on: And in the latter, the Groſs and 
Glory of the Lord Jeſus have been propoſed to our 
Thoughts, and urged upon us. But, further Reflecti- 
ons wete thought neceſſary ro illuſtrate and enforce 
this Signal Monument or Inſtance of Sufferings and 
Patience on us. The Cloud of Witneſſes ſuffered 
much, Chrift ſuffered more; they bare their Suffer- 
ings well ; Chriſt better. They were great Patterns 
and Encouragements ; but there was more in Chriſt 
than them, to raiſs our Courage, and ſtrengthen our 
Patience, and to maintain our needful Hopes and 
Comforts; and rherefore 'tis but fit that Chrift be 
well conſidered ; for his firſt Sufferings have their 
Extraordinary Aggravations. For they were, 1. Con- 


radiclions. 2. Of Sufferings. 3. Such Contradidlion. 


And, 4. Againſt himjelf. Emanuel, Jefus, the great- 
eft Favourite of God, the reateſt Friend to them, 
and the moſt Innocent and Blameleſs Perfon that e- 
ver lived amongſt them; and one that could have 


baffled, ſhun d, and ſhamed their Contradickions, 


when, where, and how he pleaſed. 2. His Patience 
hereby is illuſtrated as carrying in it the higheſt Con- 


0 
0 
N 
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ich Contradicton of Sinners againſt himſelf. 2. He 
ereupon is fit to fix our moſt concerned and obſer- 
vant Looks and deepeſt Thoughts, and to be ſeri- 
ouſly conſidered by us. Before, it was agogavles. 
— Fo, 2. Looking off from other things and Perſons. 
to him: From tbeſe Witneſſes, with all their Suffer- 
ings, Actions, and Acqueſts, to Chriſt that far ex- 
ceeded them in all theſe things, And in him, from 
the Sufferings and Difficulties of the Race, - unto the 
Certainty and Greatneſs of the Prize. But now, the 
Word is ,es: A Word almoſt too big with 
Sence to be Tranſlated. Ir Signifies rationes in ani- 
mo revoluere, & in digitos mittere, ob gculos reve- 
care, & diligenter cogitare. So to Wei gh and Rea- 
ſon about Chriſt's Sufferings in their Articles, Cir- 
cumſtances, Reaſons, Ends and Uliſes, as that nothing 
ſhall be miſt or fruſtrated in its important Ends 
and Uſes : But that his Suffering in their due Influ- 
ences, Benefits and Effects, be both deliberately and 
Ner- accommodated to your Concerns, De- 
ets and Wants. 3. Their Uſe is great and Cor- 
reſpondent with all our Wants and Exigencies; and 
no Expedient can be ſo fit to prevent our Wearineſs 
and Faintneſs, For we need yet more Snpports whilſt 
ur our ſmarteſt Trials are yet behind. | 
d Dock. He that would neither Faint nor Tire in 
e his Spirit under the greateſt Trials, had beſt Conſi- 
ir der Jeſus Chriſt, who endured ſuch Contradiction ot 
. Sinners againſt himſelf, Phil. 3. 8, 10. Frejorce (ſaith 
7 


Paul) in my Sufferiags for you, that I may fill 
that whi * n of the Aﬀettions of Chrift 2 
my Fleſh. — Col. 3. 24. Oh how plain and full is 
bat great paſſage to this purpoſe, Foraſmuch then as 
. Chriſt hath. ſuffered for us in the Heſb, arm yaur 
ſetves likewiſe with the ſame mind: For he that bath 
ſuffered in the Fleſh hath ceaſed from Sm, that be 
(or ye). ſhould no longer live the reſt of his (or your) 
| time in the fleſh to the luſts of Men, but to the * 
: p 
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108 HE BRE WS xi. 3, 4. 
of God. — For, for this cauſe was the Goſpel preached | 
(Chriſt's Suffer ings, with the Ends and Benefits there. | 
of) to them that are Dead (Martyred in Fact, or R. 
ſolution and Readineſs of Mind and Purpoſe) that thy 
might be Judged according to Men 8 the Fleſb (juxta n: 


legem Filiorum hominis. Æthiop.) 


greater— John 15. 18, 20. Chriſt who was better 
than our ſelves did not decline the Croſs, nor ſtick 
at the D ſparagements and Reproaches that attended 
it; and why ſhould we? 2. Nor can his Suffering 
he greater than his Maſter's: For Chriſt was every 
way Contradicted by Word and Deed, and ſhametul- 
| ly reflected on, in all the Articles of his Dignity, 

Offices and Prerogatives, by the vileſt Men, Sinners, 
and even thoſe whom he appeared to Save, and to 
whom he was in all reſpects molt inoffenſive and 
obliging. For none could Challenge him of Sin, nor 
lay he endeavoured any thing prejudicial or injuri- 
ous to them. Why may not we then bear what 
Chriſt himſelf hath borne before us from ſuch a ſort 
of Men, as are oft more groundedly offended with 
us than with him, and every way leſs beholden to 
us? 3. What Chriſt endured for Sinners was every 
way calculated and contriv'd for our good. 1 Pet. 3. 
18. For he by his Croſs became our great Example, 
Propitiation, Patron and Redemption, and as the 
Spring and Treaſure of all that Grace which was to 
Accompliſh, Encourage and Succeed our Patience un- 
der all our Trials. | 


1. Query: 


t live according 

to God in the Spirit, 1 Pet. 4. 1, 2, 6. And the love 
of Chriſt conſtrains us to no leſs, 2 Cor. 5. 14, 15. 
And truly he that well Con ſiders, will find in him 
moſt wonderful Supports of Mind and Patience, ſee- | 
ing he hereby may eaſily diſcern what pertinently may 
obviate all Cavils and Reſentments of the greateſt | 
 Safferings or Succumbencies under them: For, 1. He 
is not greater than his Lord. If the World bated you, 
you know it hated me before you. The Servant is nt 
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2. The Sufferings of Chriſt, were, 1. Preliminary 


Wand Preparatory, or ſuch as he endured before his fi- 
W nal Crucifixion ; or elſe, 2. The Sufferings of Death 
Dit ſelf. Many Calamities and Diſtreſſes he under- 
vent before his moſt Diſmal and Diſtreſſing Hour 
came upon him; ſuch were theſe Contradictions here; 
and they are mentioned fo revive and fix the Pa- 
tience of theſe Perſons whoſe Sufferings and Re- 


proaches were Conſiſtent with the Preſervation of 


their Lives. But what he underwent at his Death 


is hinted after in that Paſſage, ver. 4 whereby it 


is infinuated that Chriſt muſt be conſidered by them 
to Support them under what they felt at preſent : 


And to increaſe the Patience for the Endurings of 
far greater Sufferings than yet they had known, 
and ſmarter Agonies than they had been engaged 
in yet: Even reſiſtance unto Blood. For ſhould they 


Faint and Tire under their leſſer Trials, how would | 
| the greater be endured by them ? For they were to 


look for Agonies of different Sorts and Sizes; and 
neither could their Saviour exactly be conformed 
to; their Sins, and the Abetters of them Conquered 
fully; nor their Advantages and Encouragements im- 
proved duly to their great Ends and Purpoſes, un- 
leſs whatever poſſibly could come upon them ſhould 
be endured by them; and then, 
2. Both theſe Sofferings and Contradictions are 
conſiderable; as, 1. Propitiatory, and by way of Ex- 
piation and Atonement ; or, 2. Exemplary; and as 
_ Inſtances of Courage, Conſtancy and Patience, 
or our remarkable Imitation. And thus they were 
a Martyrdom or Witneſs againſt thoſe Men and Cour- 
ſes which are diſpleaſing unto God. See 1 Theff. 2. 
I4, 15. : | ; 
5 What Chriſt endured,” here is called, Contra- 
dition of Sinners againſt himſelf; and ſuch. This 
| . : in 
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1. Een. What was it that Chriſt endured? And 
Wo wherein is he conſiderable ? 


110 HEB RE WS xii. 3s K. 


in its firſt Notion felates to Words. But Action 
have their contrary Language too. And we find] 
theſe Sinners, (needing whilſt abuſing and refuſing 


the Grace he brought) Contradicting what Chrif 
ſaid of himſelf and them; and what he did before 
and for them; and what he deſigned by all he did 


endured, and acqueſted, with reference to their Fe. 


formation and Recovery : And all this under the 
higheſt Aggravations that the Dignity of the Perſon, 
and Riches of his Grace, and the Reaſonableneſs of hi 
Claims and Laws could lay thereon. ;% 

2. Query: What is it to Confider Chriſt? And hoy 
muſt that be done? „ 
1. Conſideration, in its general Notion, is the col. 
lecting and fixing of our Thoughts upon that thing 
or perſon, that may be judged or found of Conſe- 
quence and Moment to us, and thus it is oppoſed 
to Incoherence and Diſtractions, to Tranſient and 
Slight Thoughts about and Glances at a Matter; and 
to Indifference or Neutrality of Spirit in Things ot 
Perſons with whom or which we have to do: It i; 
the Pauſe and Immoration of the Mind to Under- 
ſtand and Improve its Object and Affair unto the 
beſt Advantage © 

2. The: Ende and Uſes of Confideration are a clear 
'1. Difcovery and Diſcerning of what is ſo conſide- 
rable in its Subſtance and moſt material Circumſtan- 
ces, 2. The fixing of our Hearts and Purpoſes 2. 
bout it, 3. In order to our Due and Prudent im- 
provement of the whole. 80 

3. But the Word here, is 'araaoyioads, and it In- 
ſinuates a Computation. and Summing up of Chriſt's 
Contradictions that he met withal, and then the 
Charge and Echortations comes to theſe things. 
. Fake an exact Account of what Chriſt underwent, 


or of the Contradiction which he met with, 1. His Sen- 


timemts and Thoughts of things were Contradicted. 
He thought it: beſt. to do his Fathers Will, and - 
| | 5 , 


_—_ 


his Honour in Founding, Building, Supplying and 


ction 

5 fn WCompteating a Goſpel Kingdom; and in Preparing 
oline and Offering up a People to the Lord, firted for Ser- 
Zhris rice, for Suffering, and Glory; and to go before 


them as their Pattern, to Suffer for them as a Prieſt, 


did, to Teach them as a Prophet, and to Rule them as a 
Re: King ; whilſt others thought it hetter to ſerve their 
- the Carnal Purpoſes, and to conſult and gloriſie them- 


rſon, | ſelves. He thought it better to have an Heart and 
of his Life in Heaven, than to attemper and engage his 


Heart and Life according to the Intereſts and Hu- 
mours of this World. 2. His Spirit and Courſe were 
contradicted, both which were Heavenward bound, 


col. whilit others fer their Hearts on things below, and 
hinz WM ſpent their Days and Strength in the moft eager 
önſe - chaſes of the fond Dotages of Time. 3. His Do- 
ofed . Erine, Laws and Promiſes were contradicted, through 


and Infidelity, Rebellion and Contempt, in Tongues and 
and Actions. 4. His Claims we contradicted, and his 
or Miracles blaſphemed by thoſe who Charged him with 
It is being poſſeſſed of the Devil, and his Working all 
der- his Miracles thereby. 5. His Life was contradicted 
the by Mens unworthy Walking, and by that injuriouſ- 

neſs, formality, hypocriſie and other Inſtances of Fla- 
lear I gitiouſneſs,; and, 6. His great Defigns and Ends 
de- were contradicted by all the Oppoſttions, Snares and 
tan- MW Cavils that were ſcattered againſt him. And then, 
; 2 7. This was a Contradiction agarnft himſelf imme- 
im- diately. For in his Perſon, and he in the very Heſh did 

endure this Contradiction: He, in his Catgſe, his 
In- Miniſters, his Members, had Suffered before, and 
it's doth it yet: But in his Peron, he received the 
the 'iwarting Oppoſitions of the Sons of Men. They 
12s. called him a Seducer, falſe Prophet, an Enemy to 
nt, WM Meſer, Sathan's Familiar and Receptacle, and a great 
en- Impoſtor to his Face; and they Prodigally poured 
ed. out all terms of Invidiouſneſs, Infamy and Contempt, 
eek denying him to be what he aſſerted of himſelf, * 
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his Uloction, Offices and Deſigns; and what the Father 
did. atteſt ſo evidently and miraculouſly concerning 
him. 8. And that ſuch a Contradiction too; ſo li- 
beral and unwearied, ſo bitter, frequent, baſe, ma- 
licious, impudent and unworthy; againſt ſuch Light, 
ſuch Life, ſuch Love and Grace; and under ſuch 
Encouragements, Inducements, and Obligations to 
the contrary. And, 9. That from innere, the 


worſt of Men. A /celeratss illis qui ſuerunt ſibip 


. . 


ſis adverſati. (So the Syr.) Men that were viru- 


lent and ungrateful to him, that never could be | 


Javed without, but yet were pitied, and that might 
have eaſily, and at pleaſure have been deſtroyed by 
him; and who could declare his Generation? So that 
here the Multitude and Aggravations of theſe Con- 
tradictions are to be ſumm'd and reckoned up, that 
you may ſee how plentiful and great they were. 
II. Keep it upon your Hearts, and in your conſtant 
Thoughts, how much you are obliged to pledge him in 
this his Cup, Rom. 8. 20. John 12. 26. Necellity 
lyes upon you, by all that can be noble, dear and 


ſacred, to be baptized with this Baptiſm of his. For 


his Example lyes before you as your Copy. And with- 
out Fellowſhip in theſe his Sufferings, you cannot be 
Partakers with him of his Glory; and if you ſet 
not him before yov, as one that you mult follow, 
your Strength and Patience will decline. III. O0. 
ſerve his Patience in its Aids and Ende, for your 
Encouragement and Support. His God is yours; 
his Grace and Conſolations are a common Stock 
and Treaſury for your Reſorts unto , and by endu- 
ring this his Contradiclion, he hath both ſanCtified, 
_ dignified and allayed your Sufferings with and for 
him, and made you capable of great Aſſiſtances and 
Rewards. Chriſt never would have borne fo much, 
nor have engaged us in his Cauſe and Croſs, had he 
not deſigned us all Mercy, Grace and Glory in 
this Courſe. op 5 . 


Quer. 3. 


Cuntradiſlion be conſidered by them? _ 

Leſt Fainting in their Spirits they ſhould be weary 
of their Courſe and Exerciſes, becauſe of what. they 
felt at the preſent. For after they were illuminated 


Ithey endured a great Fight of Afflictions (tho' yet 
their Lives were ſafe), Heb. 10. 32. They had great 


Trials at the' preſent on them ; for they were made 


ence, Faith and Courage in our Chriſtian Conflicts, 


that the ſame Afflictions have been accompliſhd in 


our Brethren that are in the World, 1 Per. 
5. 8, 9. much more will it relieve us, that we drink 
no other Cup than what our Lord and Head hath 
drunk before us, 1 Pet. 2. 21,—23. Burthens, when 
plentiful, great and laſting, preſs exceeding hard ur- 
on us; and we are liable to Succumbencies and Deje- 
ctions without Relief: And all our practical Remiſ- 
neſs and Retreats ariſe from our inward Diſſolutions 
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«© Conſidered and Applied. 113 
Auer. 3. To what End and Purpoſe ſhould Chriſt's 


the Men of Scorn to all their Enemies, and were re- 
puted by them as the Excrements of their Genera- 
tion. And if it give ſuch great Relief to Pati- 


and Decays. We are firft looſned in our Spirits, 


$xAv badvor iy Jets NUM h and then we tire in our 


Motions: And thence it is that we are thus called 


to our mental Exerciſes, and to our Ratiocinations, 


and both dporeiv and dvaaoyiged!. And that, for the 
Prevention of theſe following Evils; 1. The Con- 


cuſſion of our Principles. Eſpecially thoſe in Heb, 
11.6, we are apt to ſay as Heman, hath God forgot- 
ten? Or, as thoſe, Can he ſpread a Table in the 
Wilderneſs Can he deliver or ſupport us? And that 
he can and will is evident to ſich as fix their Eyes on 
Chriſt, as contradicted or enduring. 2. The Altera- 
tion of our Sentiments and Thoughts. For we are 


apt to think our Race too yain and fruitleſs when we 


ind it difficult, coſtly and 'reproachful ; and, our 
ſelves Buts and Spectacles to all; and that the Con- 
ſolations and Rewards of Godlinefs are no meer Com - 


— 
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penſations of its Coſt and Labours. But when we 

nd Chriſt readier to deride than ſtartle at the Con- 
tradiction of his Enemies, through deep Convictions, 
and ſettled Per ſwaſions of the Excellence and Wiſdom 
of his Courſes, we find no cauſe to change our Thought, 
or to abate our eſtimate of Conformity to our Lord 
and Head in bearing Coptragiction. 3, The weak- 
ning of our Purpoſes and Reſolutions to perſevere, 
whilſt, and though ſmarting under the Sgourgipgs of 
enflamed Tongues. 111 in g Hearts are prone 
to new Reſolves, Better turn back (they thipk) than 
weather Storms and Tempeſts; but a; Chriſt- obſerved 


will ſhew the Worth and Power of conſtant Reſolyti- 


ons to endure and perſevere. 4. Abatements or Reſent- 
ments of our Chriſtian Hopes - Which, if declining, 


will break our Thoughts and Courage, This Chriit 


kept upon. For when My threatned or blaſpbemed 
him, he then retired to his Hopes forthwith. Now 
when we ſee what he brake through to his expected 
Glory, nothing can. repreſent our Caſe and Cour ſe as 
deſperate, ſeeing Chriſt bimſelt had no Fruſtrations 
of his Hopes, by all the Contradictions which he en- 


dured, 5. The abating of our Love to. Chriſtianity 


ig all its Parts and Branches, becauſe: of its Caſt and 
Bitterneſs to the Fleſh. Becauſe Iniquity, ſhall abound, 
the Love—Mat., 24. 12, 13, Cald Lote makes lan- 
guid Reſolutions, and trivial Endeavours and Par- 
ſuits. The Members grow but weak when the Heart 
turns cold; and he that takes his Meaſures , and 
ſo computes; the Worth. of Godlineſs, or of hi 
Chriſtian Race by its Conſiſtence with the Preſerva- 
tion and Repute of carnal Self, will fall or ſtumble 
at leſſer Troubles; and be gone, e re greater come 
upon him. But he thar well conſiders; Chriſt, and 


ſees how warm his Love remained. to his eſpauſed 
Iatereſt and Courſe, will ſee great Cauſe to keep Af 


fections warm to Chriſtianity, ſeeing, Chriſt: ( who 
was the wiſeſt Perſon, and Was moſt truly: 7 
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faitHfiil to his own Sentiments and Perſwaſion) kept 
whit he uhdertook to do and be, even in his beſt 
| Endearments and Embraces; whence we eaſily infer; 
chat the Reproach of Thrift ſhould riot abate th 

fervours of our Love unto his Courſe, his Cauſe and 
Spirit, Sorely; no ſurpaſſing, Worth could Pe 

| efcape the Diſcovery of his ſagacidus Eye. Wha 

then he loved moſt dearly, and moſt tenaciouſly ad- 
hered to, muſt needs be worthieſt of our Choice 

and Hearts. Chriſt loved what e deſigned, engaged 

in, aud expected, more vehemetitly than to be jeared 

and diſcouraged from his Purfüits thereof. And we 
muft well conſider him, to keep Affections warms 
For a cold Heart can never make a ſtedfaſt Chriſtian: 

Nothing avails in Chriſt but Faith, which works by 
Love: 6. The batting: or confounding, and di- 
ſtractigg of your Minds, Fal. 94. 19. When Thoughts 
are caſt into Diſorders and Diſturbances, ſo as that 
you know not where to find your ſelves, nor to 
maintain the Preſence of your Spirits for ſeaſonable 
Thoughts and Work, then are your Minds diſſolyed. 
But it was not ſo with Chriſt; for in the midſt of 
Contradictions he ever knew what preſently to re- 
ſort unto, what to reſolve on, and reply; and what 
to truſt in, and attempt: And when he is confider-. 
ed thus, you will ſee the Method and Importance of 
Self Conſiſtence and Command. 7. Practical Deſer- 
tions of, or Triflings in your Courſe; or too frequent 
Iatermilnons of it, to avoid the Scourge of Tojigues: 
Now when you mind the ſteady Tenor of Chriſt's 
Courſe and Spirit, 1 better will conform to him. 
2. Leſt ſharper Trials, when they come, ſhould 
break thoſe Spirits which ſtood more firm before. 
There is a vaſt Difference betwixt running with the 
| foot and Horſemen, Fer. 12. 5. Zebedts Children 
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dable Enemy to Sovls ; and its Abettors will purſue | 


its Intereſt to the Death of thoſe that hate it: And 
as they pour forth IJavectives, and all malignant 


Taunts and Speeches, 1 Pei. 4 4. fo will their ; 
ſages 


rough Hands teſtifie by cruel the Bitterneſ 
and Malignity of their envenomed ahd enflamed 
Hearts, ohn 16.2. And they who have weathered 
leſſer Storms, may fail and fall in greater. And 
therefore, Chriſt muſt be conſidered to encourage 
and prepare us for Suffering and” Martyrdom to the 
Death. Houſes, and Lands, and Reputation, and 
Relations, are far leſs than Lives; but all muſt go, 
it you will throrghly conteſt with Sin, and conquer 
if, Theſe afterings, vs*ghue]es Tordaidzor TE Af, 
Cal. 1. 24. That muſt be filled up; even ſuch as, 
1. Chriſt himſelf paſt through who was obedient to 
the Death of the Croſs; a Stroke. far greater than 


verbal Contradictions, or the Spoils of Fortunes. 


You have the Hiſtory thereof in the Goſpel. 2. Such 
as you have not met with yet. The blaſting of your 
Names, the ſpoiling of your Goods, croſs Thwartings 
of what you publiſh and aſſert, the Baniſhment or 
Strippings of your Perſons, the Scatterings, Hatred 
or Afflictions of Relaticns, and many other Articles 
of Diſtreſs, come ſhort of Syfferings to Blood. 
3. Such as your Ciuſe and Days may, and will quick- 
ly bring upon you. For your Adverſary is hard at 
work in the Purſuis and Chaſes of his Game and 
Prey, 1 Pet. 5. 8. For the Enemies of ſound and 
power Religion reliſh no Cup ſo well as thoſe of 
Blood; nor are they ſatisfied till all thoſe W itneſles 
be ſlain that bear their Teſtimony againſt all Sin 


whatever. 4. Such, as you, are bound to bear when 


brought upon you, Luke 14, 25,—33. He that 
bears much, and bears not all, gets nothin 

at the lat. For he that endures to the end, is onꝭy 
ſafe. Your Lives muſt be as readily offered up as 
apy thing beſides, F. Such as Joy cannot bear, but 
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Conſidered and Applied, 117 : 


Joy conſidering Chriſt, and ma; be borne thereby. 


art or tis thus that you may clearly fee your End, Way, 
heir I Croſs and Courſe ; your Hopes, Helps, Duties, 
"neſs Dangers, Maladies and Remedy, the Poſlibility of 
med bearing all, and loſing nothing by your Croſs and 
cred E Death, the Wiſdom of the conſtant Racer, and the 
And Loſs and Folly of Revolters, and both the Gain and | 
rage Excellence of true Chriſtian Courage, Patience and 
the Wi perſeverance in this Reer ſee in Chriſt. 
and Infer. 1. Fainting and Wear ineſs in our Minds and 5 
50 Motions may be prevented by us; and therefore are 
quer the more inexcuſable in Profeſſors, Gal. 6. 9. It is 
fil, but Wickedneſs to faint or fall, ſeeing we have what 
a, may relieve us, and prevent this Fooliſh Galatians, 


who hath bewitch'd you before whom (faith the A- 
han poſtle) Chriſt hath been fo evidently ſer forth, as. 
ner. Wi crucified ? Gal, 3. 1, 2. The Croſs of Chriſt conſi- 
ach dered and improved well, gives great Relief, and ſo- 
our I reraign Cordials againſt all fainting Fits; and will 
1.5 as notably prevent all Staggerings and Laſſitude in 
0 If our Steps and Motions. We ſee the Remedy is near; 
red why therefore ſhould Deſe&ions and Decays be ſeen 
cles in us? All that was contradicted in our Lord con- 
20d, cerned us; and all his tedious Conflicts were with 
ck. the Enemies and Hindrances of our Integrity and 
At Salvation ; and all his Victories and Triumphs in his 
and Croſs reſpected our Relief, Encouragement and Suc- 
nd ceſs. Are we too valuable in our own Efteem to 
of WM bear Reproach ? Chriſt, greater and more deſervin 
les than us all, bare the Reproaches of his Day; and 
SIN they, ſuch as far exceeded ours. He that was God, 
zen as well as Man, was called a Nazarene. 5 He that 
hat was innocent, was arraigned and condemned as the 
5 worſt of Criminals and Malefaffors. He that was 
true and faithful, was reckoned as the 7810 _— 
as and Seducer of bis, Age. He that poſſeſs d the Spirit 
ut without Meaſure, and that wrought ſuch numerous 
by and matchleſs —— was charged with * 
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Iden Why then eld d x much b to 
our Lord, reſent the Contradictions of vile Perſons: 
And what was mi Ground of all this Contradiction, 
but that he ſtruck at Sin, agg contradicted thoſe that 
ſtood up for it? Nothing hut Sin epſlaves and fink 
the World, and mortifies the Spirit of Love and Ho- 
 Linefs, We ſee that the Conflict and Acqueſt are no. 
ble, and fo our great e and Renown; and 
we ſee it poſſible t9 eſcape the Tyranny and 15 
of our $i 17 wa to Ree 17 World and Devil, ſee 
Ing the s of Chriſt haye given the deadly 
Blow, kin ps purch aſed ſuch H Hopes and Grace as that, 
| to droop or fail ig this Attempt is not of abſolute Ne- 
ſity, but Ba gur . eile and Choice 
Sab Chriſt all this; to nl leg. on through 
e ee unto kya be 1 5 
eu, 3. rd, bu "AVE no Cauſe. Pe 
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Confidered une Applied. 119 
your Yoke, that you muſt think on. 2. See that 
you reckon on the greateſt Sufferings, and be prepa- 
red and provided for them. Whilſt there. is any 
more that poſſibly may be felt or loſt; than what 
Jas yet, hath been your Lot and Cup. Oh fink and 
ſhrink not at your preſent Sufferings, but raiſe and 
keep your Patience and Courage up for more. Our 
8 Sufterings have been flight and few, if we compare 
them with what the ancient and modern Martyrs 
have encountred and endured. And oh how light 
have our moſt heavy Burthens been to Chriſt's ! 
| None here have yet reſiſted unto Blood. But how 
| far Experience may exceed our dreadful Fears and 
Proſpects, God only knows. Suppoſe, expect, and 
fear the worſt. Paitiful and ſhameful Deaths may 
| poſſibly be the ſpeedy Teſt of confident Profeſſors. 
athan and alt his inſtigated and enflamed Inftru: 
ments will never be Content with any thing below 
the full Proſttation of either our Integrity or Lives. 
And he that hath not Life in Readineſs, to ſacrifice 
in Refiſtance unto Sin, feeds but on Aſhes, whilſt he 
hopes for Heaven. 3. Let Chriſt and all his Suffer- 
ings be well confidered to make you ſtrong and 
ſtout enough, to bear the worſt that can betal you, 
Heb. 13. 12, 13. Chriſt ſuffered to make and prove 
Sin hateful; to engage his Servants in this Quartel ; 

| to obtain the Spirit and Word of Patience, and tr 
Magnanimity for them; to procure the Proſpe | 
Pledge and Foretaftes of their Victories and Tri- 
bbs, to make their Enemies conquerable, their 
Difficulties fuperable, and their e Tewarda- 


ble, ee”, 


3 - bi 
; 74 3 | 
I 4 8 E | 
* I 2 N LG . 
, * 
the ; 4 
„ 7 # 5 by 2 
* * _— pA * * 


x 
* 


o HEBREWS 4 


Heb. 12. 4. 


Ne have not yet reſiſted unto Blood, ſtriving | 


| againſt Sin. 

18 I have glanced at this Verſe in my laſt 

1 Diſcourſes, yet ſecond Thoughts make me con. 
clude it weightier, and more conſiderably uſeful, than 


to be paſſed by without ſome deeper Pauſes and Diſ- 


courſes, than hitherto I have ſpent upon it. In the 
former Verſe Chriſt was propoſed to us as in the 
Extremity of his Sufferings and Patience. Such 
Contradittion of Sinners, infinuates ſome ſpecial Exer- 
ciſe and Teſt of Patience, in its Meridian Strength 
and Luftre ; ſuch, as theſe exerciſed Chriſtians had 
not yet parallell'd; for they had not yet reſiſted unto 
Blood: Such, as they may expect before they have 
reach'd unto the ſtared Period of their Sufferings: 
Such, as they muſt endure when they are called 
thereto: And fuch, as (ſeeing Chriſt and others had 
1 ffered before them) would put them to the Bluſh 
indeed, ſhould leſſer Sufferings become the Shipwrack 
of their Patience. For ſhould they have retreated 
from their Maſter. though in the ſmarteſt Exerciſcs 
and Extremities of their Race, Chriſt might reflect 
upon them, as Cz/ar on his Soldiers, Videris quem, 
& quo loco deſerturieſtis. Chriſt was ſo ſaſe a Lead- 
er and Commander as that he ſafely may be trufted 
to, and followed; and to leave him when and 
where he looks that we fhould follow him moſt 
cloſely, is ſuch an Inſtance of damnable gone 
5 N N 'S ON 2 
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and Folly as muſt opp our Hopes, and blaſt the 
Reputation of Fidelity and Proweſs in revolters. 
Auch is not all that Chriſt expects. Chriſt's Expecta- 
tion and Demands are high. For it is all or nothing 


tat Chriſt requires. Much may be ſuffered in vain, if 


you refift not Sin to Blood, rather than to ſuffer ir 
do prevail againſt you, ſo as to make you turn Apo- 
ſtates: neither is Chriſt conſidered as he might and 
cought to be, unleſs you fortifie your ſelves hereby to 
hold out to the laſt, even to reſiſting unto Blood. 
= Dog. Sins may nor poſſibly be ſufficiently encoun- 
T tered and oppoſed without Reſiſtance unto Blood, 
though much may be endured and done before it 
come to that, Heb. 11. 35. Luke 14. 26. Every 
8 Mole-hill we judge to be a Mountain, and we think 
| ſmall Sufferings great. The Riplings of the Skin 
are counted the renting of the Heart. We are 
oft more ſcared than hurt, and perhaps, the Re- 
ſentment of our Trials ariſes not ſo much from 
the Greatneſs of our Exerciſes, Burthens or Temp- 
tations, as from the ſoftneſs of our Spirits. We com- 
plain, Non quod dura, ſed quod molles Patimur. But 
| God better knows what is fit to exerciſe and try our Pa- 
| tience than our ſelves. No living Man hath Gn 
yet the Trials of executed Martyrs for the Goſpel's 
Sake. He that obſerves the Sufferings and Con- 
teſts of this Cloud of Witneſſes will eafily ſee him- 
ſelf outſtript; and much more he that minds the 
Trials and Sufferings of his Lord. Our Pains and 
Sorrows in Reverſion may far exceed all that as 
yet we have met withal. Our Eyes ſhould never be 
removed nor taken off from Chriſt, until our Spi- 
 rits be prepared and fortified for Ræſiſtance unto 
Blood, tho? we have ſtriven long and vigorouſly againſt 
Sin and Sinners. They to whom their Carnal Lives and 
Fortunes are endeared, think to impoſe upon the 
faithful Chriſtians by their Hopes and Fears. They 
take them to be Men as well as others, and _ 
B | 0 
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of their Lives, and very much averſe to Die; and 
ſo they preſs them hard by bringing them to rhis 
Dilemma, either to turn or burn; either Conforn 
unto this World or leave it, is their Cry, and though 
By-reſpects, and more remiſs Degrees of Grace may Wl pref 
fortifie your Spirits againſt ſome leſſer Sufterings ; Ml eres 
yet when it comes to Die for Chriſt, the quick is del 
toucht indeed. But it is our Intereſt and Wiſdom to ven 
be provided for the worſt. and to make our Patierice wit 
ſtrong enough to bear the Extremity of Tortures for the 
the Sake of Chrift, and always to conſider; ſo as to 
Die for him. Sin hath not coſt you all it may do, 
to fruſtrate its pernicious Attempts upon you. And 
therefore Chriſt ſhould be conſidered by yon, as one 
that hath endured the worſt, both in your Cauſe and 
Race, and for your Sakes, and to your very great Ad- 
vantage, leſt otherwife you tire and faint, and fo 
Deſert and flight him, to whom you have vow'd your 
Lives and Services, and are obliged ro do fo by all 
that he hath borne and done for you: For he thought 
not any thing too great or dear to ſerve you with, 
who bare ſuch Contradict ions. He readily Accepts 
your A//, be it much or little And he will aſſiſt 
you for and in the higheſt and moſt coftly Services 
and Endeavours. Now the ;Fenera Heads or To- 
picks of Diſcourſe upon this Verſe are theſe; 1. The 
» Combatants are Chriſtians on the one hand, and Sin 
and Sinners on the other. 2. Their Conflictt; ſtriving 
againſt Sin; and this is either: x. More Reme/s inti- 
mated in ot yet reſiſting. Or, 2. More Extream and 
Smart, here called Re/iſtance unte Blood. 3. Here 
is the great Den and Errand of this Claufe and 
Paſſage, which is to ſhew them, r. Whar Sin 
coft them ere it can be fully conquered by them. 
Re/iſtance umto Blood, and ſo what is to be « 4 
and 8 for by them. 2. How far ſhorr they 
yet axe come of theſe Refiftances 3. How needfot 
it is both to Preſerve, and: to Adwarice their — 
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and Courage 10 an higher pitch. And, 4. What 
Courſe they are to take to do this, and to what end 
Chriſt is to be conſidered by them, that they may 
Tire and Faint in nothing. The Sence of Paſt, or 
preſent Sufferings, ſhould not diſ-ſpirit them; for 
greater have been borne by others, and may befal them- 
{clves. Theſe greater, yea, the greateſt Conflicts, e- 
ven to Blood, have been endured by Chriſt and others, 
without Retreats, and theſe mult labour to be like 
them. For ſuch Temptations muſt and may be borne 
by all engaged Chriſtians in this Holy War, when 
they axe brought unto. the hear and ſtrength of Bat- 
| tel, And therefore Chriſt muſt be conſidered as our 
Captain in this War, to make us Valiant for t 

| Chriſtian Cauſe under the ſharpeſt Trials that poſſi- 
bly can attend it. Phz/, 1. 20, 23, 28, 25, Chit 
0 ſtands before as at the great Inſtance of inviolable Fa- 
I tience and undaunted Courage. For he hath reſiſted 
l unto Blood in ſtriving againſt Sin: This his Reſi- 
t ſtance hath made our Conquerings Pollible, Needful 


' and Rewardable ; and we mult neither Tire nor Faint, 
F whenever we are called to follow Chriſt. 

Quer. 1. Who are the Combatants in this Holy 
and Smart War? 


1. Chriſt and Sathan are the two great Generals, 
and the main Contenders. Gez. 3. 15. Chriſt when 
on Earth encountred Sathan; and Sathan him: 
Matth. 4. Jab. 14. 30. and ſo the great Diſpute is 
this betwixt them, whoſe Will and Intereſt, Chriſt's 
or Sathan's, ſhalt rule and influence the World. Chriſt 
he e Men for God; and Sathan engages Men 
againſt him, Chriſt is for fighting of his Paſſage 
to his Throne (made Perfecł by Sufferings, Heb. 2, 100 
And Sathan meets him as an Enemy, to Defeat his 
Enterprize if he can. Chriſt Heads and Leads the 
Seed of God, and Sathan Heads and Leads the Sons 
of Belzal, Chriſt Lifts his Army by 2 Sactamental 
Oath, and Diſciplines. and Mauthals them according 
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to his Goſpel Rules and Orders, and Sathan Studie 
and Attempts to make them Diſorderly, Falſe and 


Faint. 2 Cor. 11. 3. 1 Joh. 3. 8. 

2. Saints and Sinners are thoſe Hoſts and Soldiers 
that Fight, reſpectively, their Maſter's Battels. Eph. 6. 
12. 1 Pet. 5. 8, 9. 2 Tim. 2. 3. 2 Cor. 10. 33 5. All 


that have given up their Hearts and Names to Jeſus M 


Chriſt, they heartily Eſpouſe the Vindication and A. 
vouchment of his Throne and Scepter. They will 
contrive, ſpeak, act and bear the greateſt Things for 
__ Chrift, whatever Coſt or Difficulties ſhall attend 
their Undertaking. They will not bear Invaſions of 
Throne, nor U ſurpations of his Royal Rights, nor 
the Eclipſes of his Glory, nor any Oppoſitions to his 
Will and Intereſt, without their teſtified Reſentments 
of ſuch rude Encroachments as Sinners make upon the 
Intereſt and Kingdom of their Lord, but they will 
regularly engage their utmoſt, that Chriſt may take 
and uſe his own. And on the other hand, Sinners 
are of the Devil, and his Works they do. Joh. 8. 44. 
and 1 Fob. 3. 10. They will abet his Intereſt and pro- 
mote it; and Sacrifice their all to the grand Enemy 
of Chriſt and Souls. They act for the Promotion of 
Sathan's Intereſt and Kingdom; and in the Power and 
Conduct of his Inſtigations and Suggeſtions. Eph. 2. 2. 
And they are all Heart and Action in his Service. 

3. Sin is here ſpoken of, as the Enemy contended 
with. For it is this that ſtrives for Maſtery. in and with 
the Souls of Men. And *ris our Reſiſtance hereunto 
that ſo enrages all its Patrons and Abertors. I. Per. 


4. 4. 2 Cor. 10. 4. 2 Pet. 2. 19. Rom. 6. 17. Now Sin 


is a general Word, but it hath its ſtrict and cloſe 
Importance and Acceptation in the Text. And it in- 
tends ſuch a Defection from the Goſpel, as the utmoſt 
Rage and Subtilty of its Advocate, would prompt and 
urge theſe Chriſtians to: As Infidelity. 2 Irm. 2. 18. 


Heb. 3. 12. Enmity or Coldneſs of the Heart. Marth. 


24. 12. and Practical Impurities, Diſorders and Re- 
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Quer. 2. What is the Quarrel and Diſpute betwixt 
Itheſe Combitants? 1 
1. The Conteſt was whether Chriſt or Sin ſhould 
W::ke and rule the Heart and Life. Their Charge and 
Obligation was, as Chriſtians, to reckon themſelves as 
Dead to Sin, and as Alive to God through Feſis 
ECri/?; that fo, Sin might not Reign in their Mortal 
ns RR Bodies, that they ſhould Obey it in the Luſts thereof. 
a. eeing bis Servants we are whom we Obey, whether 
/ Sia anto Death, or of Obedience unto Righteouſ- 
or neſs. Therefore we muſt remember our Sacramental 
ng {MM Obligation. Rom. 6. 2, 17. the Inſliruments of Sa- 
of chan preſt hard upon theſe Worthies to make them 
or like themſelves ; and to diſclaim, and turn downright 
iis Enemies to, Chriſtianity : To be aſhamed of Chriſt and 
its of his Goſpel, to fave their Carnal Lives and For- 
he tunes, and fo to quit their Chriſtian Race. Chriſt 
ill and bis Servants were for preſerving their Integrity 
ke and Hope. Chriſt did not Sin, and he engages all his 
rs {Wervants to avoid it. 2. Tim. 2. 19. Theſe (in purſu- 
4. nnce of Chriſt's Charge and Will) would not admit 
o- 2 Rival in the Heart with Chriſt. AZ. 24. 14, 16. 
ay But to the Goſpel would they cleave:, and ſo became 
of bpolicitous for nothing, but to be Faithful unto him 
d Wl that called them to Glory and Vertue. The Goſpel 
2. preſt them to adhere to Chriſt and follow him: And 

in preſt hard upon them to forſake him, Rom. 
q 7. 23, 25. And thus the Intereſt of Chriſt and Sathan, 
þ Sin and Holineſs, Heaven and Earth, the Eternal 
0 Welfare of the Soul in Perſeverance, _and the Preſer- 
; vation and Satisfaction of their Animal or Carnal 
„ ie, by their Apoſtacy or revolt from Chriſt in ſmart 
e Competition, was the Conteſt. Theſe Intereſts could 
n- not Predominantly conſiſt together. a 
ft 2. The Weapons of this Warfare were, on the one 
4 band, Faith and Patience, Love and powerful Reſolu- 
I tion, Diligence and Watchfulneſs, to keep the Heart 
e Gran: Or, th, we, Armal? uf; Gas 
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Eph. 6. 10, 18. and on the other hand, the Rage o 
atteries of Sinners, threatning what is moſt fort. 
dable and promiſing what was moſt alluring to Fleſh 
and Blood: Saving or lofing natural Lives and Com. 
forrs. Matth. 8. 34, 5 then we muſt, and re. So 
fiſt by being ſtedfalt in the Faith. 1 Per. 5. 9, Puttig an 
on the broad Plate of Faith and Love; and the Hog de 
of Salvation as an Heltnet, in 1 Thef 5.8. rhe ſound WM po 
belief of what is reported, Predominant Love to what yo! 
Is offered, great Expectations of what is promiſed, WM Vic 
and ready Submiſſions and Obedience to what is cor. ¶ cor 
manded, is that whereby we keep our Spirits up in {MW yet 
this our Chriſtian Warfare; but 1 Enmity, WY pet 
Rage and Flattery, are the. Artifices, and Carnal Joys MW t 
and Sorrows, Hopes and Tears, the' Engines whereh 
our Chriſtian Fidelity and Perſeverance is affailed. 
And thus *tis, turn or burn. 8 
-— + Ks a thar Contention, and coſtly at the cheap 
eſt Rates to Fleſh and Blood. 2 Tim. 3. 12. Diverſe 
Temptations ſmartly urged. long continued, and 
reaching unto Life and. Blood, in Jam. 1. 2. Storm 
at the furt beginning multiplied and continued al 
the way: AZ. 20. 22, 24. 14. 22. Heb. 10. 3 2, 2, 
and at laſt iſſued in Death ir RE. Job. 15. 2. af 
Matth. 5. 11, 12. theſeare the coſt of Faithful Godli- 
neſs, and here we are faid to be aY]«ywrit2 8. Con- 
teſtings to ſuch an Agony, as that all our Powers are 
vigorouſly exerciſed and exerted, and moſt ſeyerely 
tried. Striving as to the Pangs of Deach, and here 
both Heads, Hearts, Hands and Backs are all 
at Work to win the. Day. Col. 1. 10, 11. and yet 
a further and the ſmartelt Exerciſes ebmes after all. 
Mina Thrils piers AU. Setting your ſelves to face 
your Sufferings and confront them, and dating theF- 
nuemies of your Chriſtianity util that Fury muſtet in 
their Faces, which ſhall broach your Blbod; Ad Hd. 
ctam eripere; to fix your ſetves as Marks and Burs t0 
have thoſe Atrows of envenomed Rage fix in your 
Breafts, that ſhall prove fatal to your Lives. m 
| | * 


Conſederecd and Applied. 1 
upon Br and Wound upon Wound. And after 
, _— Succeſſions of Diſtreſs, to have your 
Lires by Violence ravithed and forced from you. 
Much. may be born e're you arrive at this. The 
te. Scourges of: malevolent Tongues begin the Round; 
ins and then falſe Accuſations; then Arraignments, Plun- 
op des Baniſhment, Confinement, c. And all theſe 
0d poſfibly, bur ſome ſmall Taſtes and Prelibations of 
hat WW your bitter Cup, and the end not yet. Much Fraud and 
Violence, many a Wound and broken Bone, and yet 
m. come ſhort of this Reſiſtance unto Blood. Whilſt 
in yet all polfible Diſtreſs and Rigour ate to be ex- 
ty, pected and provided againſt by thoſe that haye ſuf- 
% tered much already. For nothing can ſtint or ſatisfie 
by WY the thirfty. Rage of Sin, but the Deſtruction of its An- 
ed. WH tagoniits.. 3 | 
4. All this, becauſe they will not turn Apoſtate, 
but hate the Dominion, and flight the Threats and 
iſe . Tenders of all their Advocates and Patrons of Ini- 
nd quiry. Heb. 11. 23. hence Faithful Perſons ſhall be 
m called Hereticks, Schiſmaticks, the Peſt and Troublers 
al! of Mankind; and when they are rendred baſe and 
4. WI odious. by ſuch invidious Characters of Ignominy and 
Reproachk the next cry then is for their Blood, and the 
next Work: to ſpill it. If ye were of the World, the 
World would love his own, but becauſe you are not of 
but .cal'd out from it, therefore it hateth you. Job. 
15. 19. and indeed never are you conquered, nor 
have you loſt rhe Field or Day, until your Hearts be 


gone. If you Believe, Love and Obey your Lord, 
you are not conquered though you Die. 5 
Luer. 3. Why mult Sin be ſtriven againſt, and re- 
ilted unto Blood ir ſelf ? 

1. Where Sin prevails and gets the Day, all Miſ- 
chief follows. Rom. 6. 23. God is dilhonoured , 
chriſt contemned, the Spirit grieved, the Goſpel fru- 
[trated and diſgraced, our Souls are polluted, diſor- 
dered and wronged, Sathan is gratified, Saints are 
" = grieved, 
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grieved, Sinners ſcandalized, God's Image in us de. 
faced, and Hopes laid waſte, and whatever we have 
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born and done for God is hereby loſt. And who can 
tell the Sinfulneſs and Perniciouſneſs of Sin? He 


that retreats from Chriſt, and that quits his Faithfulueſ 
to make the World or Life his own, grows guilty of 
and obnoxious to all that is De. 


all that is unworthy, 


3 Hi 
loo 
uch 

2. 

anc 
Nev. 
he 


ſtructive. He Chalenges and Fights his God, and ind | 
PraQtically Impeaches all his Namie aud Government, tio 
God is not credited in what he ſpeaks, but his veraci- I be 
ty is chatged with Falſhood ; nor is his Goodneſs va. 11 88 


lued, nor his Faith fulneſs truſted to; no nor his Majeffy 
revered but ſhamefully reflected on. The Lord Re. 


deemer is dealt with: As an Impoſtor in his Do- 


ctrines; as an Uſurper in his Claims, and as a Strange 
Deceiver, and Injurious in all his Promiſes: His 
Teaching, is rejected, his Grace deſpiſed ; and his 
Government exploded. The Spirits is quenched, vext 
and grieved, and all his Operations mortified and 
invalidated. And all Divine Revenges are intailed 


upon us, and broached by us. We grow hereby the 


Plague of both the Church and World; and we mul- 


ng 
%% 
hem 
ndex 
vill 
fel 
DUCT 
Job's 
Pod 


naet 


tiply Revenges on our ſelves, in Life, in Death, and ers 
in the inviſible State. God's Image Fellowſhip and Wir 
Favour are forthwith gone ſrom us; and then all {Mord 


Miſerics and Diſeaſes do forthwith ſpring in upon us 


here 


like a great Inundation. nothing but Sin can make 
us Miſerahle; and no Sin like Apoſtacy can ſeal us up 
under a State of abſolute Deſperation. No Good 
can ſtay behind when God withdraws, and is departed 
from by us. And when the Cauſe and Intereſt of 
Chriſt and of his Goſpel is deſerted by us, nothing 
can then abide, hut fearful Expectations of Wrath and 
Fire that ſhall devour the Adverſary. We fly from 
God aud Chriſt, and then the Devil Entertains and 
Rules -us ; and we grow. his' by Law, and whilft 
we tread down Chriſtian Faith and Hol ineſs, and Joys, 
we give up all to him that ſeeks and will Devour us 


as 


A. 2 


na , 


V 
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lis Prey: And ſhall we not ftrive againſt Sin ſo 
Blood, as rather ro die, than to entertain it in it? 
den ichen ! 8 
2. It will abide the greateſt Conflicts and Reti- 
ances to prevent our falling by it, Rom. 6. 21,23: 
dev. 2. 10. 1 Per. 5. 8, 6. Indwelling Sin prepares 
he Heart to entertain the Notions of the World, 
ind gives the Devil great Advantage to enforce Temp: - 
ations on us. Even Peter had been much in danger 
{ being prejudiced and prevailed on by the winnow- 
nos cf Sathan, had not Chriſt prayed 1 the ſecu- 
ing and ſtrengthning of his Faith; and the Corin: 
ians Church it ſelf made the Apoſtle jealous over, 
hem, left they ſhould. have been corrupted from the 
Simplicity that is iff Chiiſt {eſus, **Fis a great Mind 
ndeed, that can endure till all be gone. Sathan 
vill raiſe all Storms, and uſe all Stratagems and 
{zthods, and ſhoot his tharpelt Arrows with utmoſt 
Strength and Fury, to make us either yield or fall. 
72's Wife her ſelf ſhall urge her Husband to curſe 
Pod and die. Peter ſhall tempt his Maſter. . %- 
raePÞs Tongue ſhall ſcoff, and the Phariſees and Ru: 
lers of the People ſhall engage their Meſſengers and 
Inſtruments of Death, to aſſault the Worthies of the 
Lord of Life, to make them quit the Field, or die 
herein. Nor is it the Confinement of their Perſons, 
the Spoils and. Plunders of their Goods, but the 
truhon of their Blood that is deſigned : Nor is your 
onqueſt perfected until in Fact or Purpoſe your 
Lives be ſactificed to the Intereſt of the Chriſtian 
Cauſe; the inordinate Love of Life is greatly incon- 
liftent with the Spirit and Frame of Martyrdom, even 
as the Preſervation of it, upon diſhonourable Terms is 
our Defeatment, in your Agoniſtical contending with 
jour Sins. For ſlighter and more diſtant Skirmiſhes are 
greatly different from what may be the Teſt of your 
tue Victory and Valour. And if you make and keep 
is Reſervation; that all * 80 for Chtiſt but Lig F 
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Sin certainly will get the Day, and you the Fall an! 
Shame at laſt, 2 VIDE 

3. Your Victory, though at the deareſt: Rates 
will make amends for all at laſt. 1 Per. 1. 7. Non: 
are advanced ſo high in Heaven as Confeſſors and 
Martyrs. Both Head and Members are. to be per. 
feed through Sufferings; and we are more than 
Conquerors when we will rather die for Chriſt than 
leave Him. Te that have followed me, — ſhall ſi 
on Thrones. And they (hall wa/k in white, fo 
they are 1 and he that ſhall loſe his Life, ſhall 
faveit. No Man lays down his Life unto ſuch Ho. 
nour and Advantage, as he that ddes in the Cauſe of 
God, and for it, and that reſiſts Sin unto Blood. 

Quer. 4. Why were theſe Hebrews told that they 
had not yet reſiſted unto Blood? 


1, To check their confident Reſting in what they 
had already undergone and done, 2 Cor. 12, 7,—9. 
Yau ſee here tis acknowledged that, 1. Sin was the 
Enemy which they had ſingled out to fight with, 
2. That yet they were ſtriving with it; but yet, 
3. That it had coſt others dearer than themſelves 
to fetch it down, even thoſe Martyrs. in Ch. 1:. 
And Chrift himſelf, who had borne much more than 
they. 4. That they themſelves might have more 
ſharp Encounters than yet they had engaged in; 
5. And that for ſuch Encounters they ought to be pre- 
pared: And, 6. Thar their great Hour was neat 
them. Er adhuc uſque ad mortem perveniſtis di. 
certando adverſhis peccatumn. Mthiop. Now thereſote 
let them not be too confident and careleſs, ſeeing 
though they have ſtood to Day, they might be foiled 
to morrow, though not by the ſame, yet greaterTrials. 

2. To awaken them to greater Diligence and Care 
For greater Trials, 1 Pet. 4. 12,—19., God in bis 
Providence thinks it fit to train up Perſons by degrees; 

firſt leſſer Burthens, and then greater; and whilſt 
there is an Enemy to fight with, and Sin to, hold us 


eee tid e 835 


it we wut expect that Storms increaſe; and chink 
the gteateſt Trials probable. That Faith and Pati- 
ence, whit 


u may bear us up under forme lower Exer- 
iſes, may be roo faint ind ſmall to bear us up in 


greater. Trials may riſe, and we muſt grow in Grate; 
ind be prepared for Bonds and Death. ; 


2. To turn their Eyes and Hearts towards eſus 


Chriſt, 2 Pet. 2. 21, —23. That we may mote ſeti- 
ouſly think upon his Sufferings and Patience be 
more Pet 
I and Fairhfuln=(s to-aflift and ſave us; be more 
ſolicitous and frequent in our Kecourſes and Addreſ: 
e to him, for Grace and Mercy to us in our peculi- 
ir Articles of Diſtreſs ; be more provoked by his 
dulferings, Patience and Love to pledge him in his 
bittereſt Cup; and more "exalted in our Hopes 
through him̃ of getting ſafe through Death to Heaven. 


1 
ſwaded of his Love to us, and of his Abili- 


lxyfer. 1. A cheap Religion is a vain Thought and 


pxpektation; or Chriſtfanity 75 a State of War with 


{hrink without great Watchfulneſs, and ftorm and 


ſhake the holy Putpoſes of our Spirit to ſtand firm for 
God, by deadning our Love to Holineſs, and wea: 
kening our Confidence in God and Chriſt; and dur 
Hopes of Help and Glory. The Fleſh will make us 
iread the Coſt and Pains of Godlineſs. The Werld 
will Labour to corrupt our Souls by Flattefy, ot 
o daunt them by its Frowns. or wa and by the 
Shce and Proſpekt of multi tied Encounters :, All 
105 gens, Rage and Strength, will be againſt us; 
And Sathan wi come down with great Rage and 
Fierceneſs, to inſtigate his Inſtrutnents, to ven our 
Souls with very fore Engagements; all Luxury of 
Oppoſition may we expect to proſtitute out weft 

nd Souls to Sathan's ImereR and Wilk We ll 
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be ſtriving much and long, and little know how dati 
and terrible our Night and Storms may be, e're the 
Day dawn upon us. And when the utmoſt Apoy 
may come, or how, we may not know. _ 
Infer. 2. Patience muſt have its perfet Work, ani 
due Support, Jam. 1.4. It is not our Eaſe and Safe 
ty, but our Integrity and Duty, that we muſt be i. 
iolved and intent upon. Our State is militant, ng 
triumphant, and we muſt walk in Armour, an 
weild our ſpiritual Weapons with all Dexterity and 
Courage; the Crown and Throne are promiſed v 
Conquerors, and not to Cowards ; and he that is 2 
{hamed of Chriſt, ſhall not be owned nor rewarde 
by him. That we ſhall reach the Heavenly Gloy 
without Reſiſtances, and thoſe ſharp ones too, is 10 
where promiſed ; when we are tried,we ſhall receive, 
Jan. 1.12. And therefore let us, 1. Be prepared 
for, and Expectants of the worſt. hat if the Fig 
tree ſhall not bloſſom? Let it be much upon out 
Hearts. 2. Let Reſolution and ſtrong Patience run 
'pazallel with all your Work and Oppoſitions, and be 
ob 
125 


Nioned thereto. Let them grow as great, and 
as long as all your Trials. Let nothing daun 
or tire you, but rather glory in your Troubles for the 
ke of Chriſt. 3. Conſider Chriſt as ſuffering and 
reſiſt ing unto Blood, that you may bear his Croſs in 
the Power of his Spirit. And in this Mirror, whit 
Courage he exemplified -; What Patience he expreſs; 
what great things he deſigned and obtained hereby; 
what Victories, * —— „ what Kindneſſes he de- 
figned for thoſe that are Partakers of his Suffering 
and Patience, both here, and at the laſt; and whit 
Conformity he expects from all his Followers to him 
ſelf, to make them reſolute and proſperous, Rom. 6. 
MY OO Es RE 


7 


„ _— 


* ets 


K «fs 4.5 : 

— 5 + ' 7 

2 . - 4 2 I 
» IT. , . , br 

o a £ 4 4 . * a he 

: #4» 4 - 8 . : , 

» 

* at R 


Conſidered and Applied. 133 


em —_—_—_. 


* 


* - . 
* 
* 4 . * 
of — 3 Sh ——— 
N — b — - 
U Fj 
2 v7 s 2 . * + 2 
— > N * 9 
„ 
: 
7 y * ud * * % 
* mY \ 
i 
2 f k 
1 * 
. 1 % 
* A 
Li * es. _—_ 
WW 7 eng © 2 Pp. * 7 ko ve TOs —_— 
7 8 4 K 
* 
p 


. 


Ns | 
— * 
981 
0 
8 : 
s 
. 
— 


— 


„ 2 oe 
Heb. 12. 3. 


1 


ind je have forgotten the Exhortation that ſpeaks 
unto you as nnto Children. 25 


E ſee here the thing moſt ſolicitouſly urged 


rded 

lot and purſued is a Patient, Perſeverance in that 
s 00 Chriſtian Courſe or Race, which is every way a War 
ive, aint Sin. For neither Satan nor Sinners are Con- 
ared {querors of our Souls, till they bring us to Sin; and 
Fig. Nrhilſt we decline the ſame finful and vile Courſes 
out which they take, and the ſame wicked Temper and 
run Principles, wherewith they are acted, we incur their 
d be Diſpleaſure, and muſt, more or leſs, he expoſed to 


their Rage and Contempt. Now ſeeing Chriſt en- 


aum dured more than theſe had done, and yet abode faith- 

the fal to his God, and conftant in his Courſe, we are 
and I called ro conſider him, to fortifie our Spirits againſt all 

$ in Succumbencies and Retreats. And if we have enou 

phat in what is here to be conſidered, to keep our Spirit 

od; N up in the ſharpeſt Reſiſtances of Sin; to faint and re- 

by; treat, becauſe of ſmaller Encounters, cannot but be 

de. diſgracefully reflected upon us And he that faints 

ings in the heat of the Bartel, (and much more before) for- 

rhat WY gets and diſclaims what ſhould comfort and fup- 

um port him under, and fortifie him againſt the ſharp- 

3c 8 

| So that theſe Words ( if read :mterrogarroely) ate 

| a Expoſtulation , if affirmatively and poſirroety, they 
uea ſmart Reprebenſion, and ſhew the Unreaſona- 

_ I dlonefs of quitting the Field from a new Medinm. 

ww K 3 For, 


in which Chriſt ſhould be molt h:noured, ang 


bf, and Conformity to him. And, 8. The Sinking 
_ of their Spirits in this War with Sin, becauſe of 


Evidence and Proof that they had forgot it; anl 


. 


fix us, and make us valiant to the Death in our Ref: 


o 
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For, I. There is a Word of Exhortation upon Re 
ord, in Prov. 3. 11. that concerns them. 2. It h 
peaks them as Children, and ſo comes in with bol 
Faternal Juthorjy and Affection. 3. It is a thi 
not to be forgotten by them, becauſe of its Authoriy, 
its Weight and Ulſctulneſs. For it will fix ge 
Courage, if well conſidered. 4. And yet they hit 
forgotten it, and thereby their Inzereſt and Dun 
And, 5. That, when their preſent Exigencies require 
its due Remembrances and Improvement. And, 6. B: 
fore the Excremity of the Conflict had come up; 
them, ever to Blood, with Sin. And, 7. That Extrem. 


Cauſe moſt affexted, by their moſt fignal Remen; 
brance, Improvement and Imitation, or Reſemblanc 


the Difficulties which did atrend them, was a plai 


therefore juſtly more reprovable in them. It is; 
plain Caſe; that whoever | faints or falls in bis Reli 
ances of Sins, forgets thai Exhort«tion which ſpeak 


s —_— * 7 we he $ 6 2 0 
To ſuffering Chriſtians, as 10 Children, and tis a great 

mo $12 WS) I N 57 28, got 
Fault in him that doth it, Prov. 3. 11. Faining WW *. 
and Falls ariſ from our Forgerfulnets of what ſhould I... 
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Wards his Servants, in their ſevereſt Exerciſes ; no 
Reaſon. then can be aſſigned for our Succumbencies 
nd Revolts, but our forgetting what ſhould be re, 


thin nembred, and is (iffo remembred) ſufficient to make 
on, Por Proweſs great and conſtant. Had God forgotten us, 
* dr made our hot Diſpures with Sin expreſſive of 11 
Pur atred and Contempr of us; and had he thereby told 


5 that he diſcharged us from his Family, and dil- 
rarded us from the number of his Children, well 
cht our Hearts then fail us; and had he leſt 
Ws wichour juſt Ground for Expettation of Sup- 
plies, and Countenance from him, we then had faln, 
becauſe impoſſible for 5 to ſtand For we might great- 
y fear our being expoſed by him to great Captivity. 
and Reproach. But now the caſe is orherwiſe., God 


ng is provident .to make us both valiant and viftorious; 
wi ſtour and proſperous, cheerfyl, confident, and tr iu 
* A Phant. If then our Spirits all, and we be brovg| t 


to flee before this fatal Enemy of God and Souls, 
and that before the Heat of Bartel, (Martyrdom to 
the Log, of Life, the ſignal Proof of 2 fixed Hearr for 
God). This plainly ſhews that this Word was for- 
got. | 
wh Over. 1. What is there in this 5 with, Sin that 
del. rmpts to fainting, and fen this xhortation need-. 
oe ful to be remembred and improved by us? 


% Our natural d o embrace and akt it, 
a Lb. 3. 13. 2 Tin. 4. 55 1 hence they are. called 
ds L, 1 Joh. f ep And we 55 ofthe Plea- 
on es of Sin, Heb. 727 1 A Sin duel] cling 7 
1d 106 the Members 1 om. 74,2 | Eulfilli i'd 
in de Deſires Red! Bleſb and Mind, in Ez 105 8 2. 
ind ne were borne into the World, 8 21 the ve. 
12 . OO 

$ ih; t Bodies; 

e are grown 
X72 all, e Ih a 


of er e 
K 4 


136  HEBREWS ji. 5, 
our Sins, is to reſiſt our ſelves; and of all Difficul 
ties, Self-conqueft is the greateſt. Whatever tha 
appears, offering ir ſelf to gratifie thoſe Corruprion; 
Which even lye as deep within us as our ſelves, cy 
hardly be reſiſted. And this is inſinpated in thy 
Text, which tells us, that our Goſpcl Change ani 
Temper muſt begin with Self-denial. Mar. 8. 2, 
Self-love can hardly be denied in any thing that 
may ſatisfie its Craving, and ſecure its Intereſt : Se/ 
ſeeking can hardly be rebuked, in that it is the provi- 
dent Caterer and Actor for Self-delights. Se, / con. 
eertedneſs can hardly brook thoſe great Reproaches, and 


* 
. 


that Contempt from ſcornful Sinners, to which the 


HBoſpel muſt and will expoſe us. And Se/f-will is 


grown ſo ſtift in its Reſolves and Purpoſes, as moſt 
bitterly to reſent all Contradictions thereuito. No 
for a Man to act abſtractedly from, and in Oppolition 
tatbar ſelf, which he naturally accounts 5% all, re 
quires ſuch Aid and Quieknings as God ſaw need- 
fl and thought meet to give. For otherwiſe our 
ſelfiih Hearts have ſuch a voraginous Thirſt after 
forbidden things, as that every Tender makes a Match, 
and every Proſpect of Denial or Diftrebs thereto, doth 
ſo enrage the old Man, and ſo enflame his Paſſiom, 
as that the Remains of old Corruptions, in the beſt, 
will ſtrongly plead and uige their Inizrcft, and 
tempt us with great Vehemence, Unwenriedneſs and 
Boldneſsto quit thoſe holy Ways and Courſes, which 
preſs aud trend {© hard Upon the Heart and Inter! 
Sf ou; eſpouſed and endeared carnal ſelves. So that 
If we refolye and ack nor Ja the Power of this f. 
membred* Exhotfarion, we ſhall be pur to. flight: 
Alas! Who doth not feel ſtrange Gridges and Relu- 


Etancies to be at ins to conquer felt, Fi quarrel 
Fe BE Matty? - Lis 
Tinder: re are apr to carch Fire, and ra-kindfe at eve 


w 


y Spark that flies abroad :* And muſt ire rather dis 
thr Rey oor e Tk POW et 


Rt 


5 
wry 


hard. We want not dreadful Inſtances of fad Foils: 
and Faulterings (in ancient and more modern Hiſto- 
ries) in Men both good and great for Holineſs. And 
the beſt are forced to cry out for help, and to recol- 


lect and pauſe upon whatever is upon Record, to give 


Relief. Whatever is written, is upon Record for our 
Inftruttion, that we through Patience and Comfort of 
the Scriptures might haue Hope, as in Rom. 15. 4. 
which argues all to be but ſufficient ro make and fix 
us in the Spirit of Enmity to Sin, Temptations to 
Sin are ſcarce readier for us, than we for them: And 
to reſiſt our vigorous Inclinations, and pleaſing Ap- 
proaches to our darling Luſts, is the true Spitit of 
Faithfulneſs and Valour. He is a ſtout Man indeed 
that can with Cheerfulneſs and Reſolution pluck out 
right Hands and Eyes. And he that forgets this Ex- 
hortation will ſpare himſelf. ; 

2. Great and crafry Advocates and Champions to 
perſwade or drive us to be the Servants of Sin, 1 Per. 
444. Sin wants not thoſe that will promote it. The 
learned will diſpure for Sin, and great, and rich, 
and honourable Perſons, will ofttimes countenance it; 
and Perſons in Authority ſometimes will command 
it,as the Saints and Apoſtles found it, and the Military 
Heftors of the World will challenge and deftroy who- 
ever will encounter and reſiſt Sin; and the Rabble 
will cry this great Diana up. And he that ſhall at- 
tempt: (like Gideon) to pluck its Graves and Altars 
down, muſt feel and look for Fifts about -his Ears. 
What have we found more ſtrenuouſly oppoſed than 
Holineſs ? And who are they that get the Favour, 


Riches and Applauſes of this World, but ſuch as 


(Proteus like) can change their Looks, and form their 
Principles and Actions to the Humours of their Age 
fin, ſhall find both Wit and Learning on the Wrack 
to droll N N to implead their Principles and 
Fes for Holinr, and to exremuare thoſe Crimes to 


* LY 
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and Day 2 But he that will reſiſt and die, rather than 
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which they are tempted by them; and if thi 
will not do, Dammee's ſhall ſwarm and multiph, 
and daunt you if they can with furious Looks, 
with full mouthed Oaths, with their enflamed Paſ. 
fions and mercileſs Aſſaults; fo that if this Exhor. 
tation do not countermand and defeat theſe Diſad- 
vantages, we ſhall find it hard to ſtand. 

3. The dreadful Ufages and Effects of Rage and 
Cruelty that we muſt bear and reckon on in right ref. 
ſtances of Sin, Heb. 12. II. 125 16. 2. Aﬀs 20, 
23. through the Infirmities of the Fleſh, we ate 
apt to tremble at the Miſeries which the outward 
Man muft bear. All Terms of. Invidiouſnefs and 
Reproach, all Characters of Diſgrace and Stigma: 
tizing Infamy, liberal Invectives, and ſlanderous 
Reports againſt us, as Traitor, Hereticks and 
Schiſmaticks, Seditious, Difturbers of the Church 

and World, Humourſome and Fanatick Perſons, and 
Qauſers of all the Diſturbances, Plagues and Woes 
that ſhall be inflicted in our Age and Days, and 
frequent. laying to our Charge things which we 
know not and abhor. The Impriſoning of Perſons, 
the Spoilings and Plunderings, or Confi ſcation of our 
Goods, Baniſhment from our Habitations -or- Coun- 
tries where we were born, Convening of us before 
Courts of Judicature, bitter Threuts and cruel Tor- 
tuxes, and all that may introduce or aggravate our 
Death, and ever uſing us as the vileſt Criminals and 
Malefactors. Now theft are terrible and ungrate- 
ful unto Fleſh and Blood; and if our Minds and 
Thoug les be once ſequeſtted ftom the Pertineht and 
Skilful Conſideration and Concotxion of thoſe com- 

fortable- Words and Things, which God” hath left 
upon Record fon our Enchuragemient and Support; 
e ſhall be apt rather to 8in tflan ſufler whar the 
ht with Sin may coſt umu t 
adds 20. 1 5. 7b 1g 26: Hats Divi 
Ae | pray 
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prayed in his Afflictions, Remember not againff 
me the Sins. of my Touth, nor my Tranſgreffions, 
according to thy Mercy remember me, for thy Goad- 
115 ſake, O Lord, Pſal. 25. 7. Conſcience of foul 

iſcarriages is ofttimes flying in our Faces, and re- 
viving the Memorials. of our Sins upon us. And 
as we fee ſufficient grounds to juſtifie all our Tri- 
als and Afflictions which God brings upon us, 1/a. 
64. 5, 9- ſo there will be Fears upon us, left by 


8 the Hands of Sinners God plead thoſe Controverſies 
fe with us, which we cannot bear; and conſequently 


is leave us in the Day of our Temptations ; and it ſo, 
id what Cordial then ſo proper for us as this Pater- 
nal Exhortation ? For when we well reflect upon our 
State of Filiation and Adoption, and thence infes 
id our Intereſt in God too deep and great for us to 
h be forſaken and forgotten by him, or too rigorouſly 
to be chaltiſed by him; we then take age, 
85 and grow Valiant. 1 Ei + 
0 5. Dark and Black Thoughts about our Preſent 
0 Trials and our Eternal State, . 49. 14. P/al.77.7, —g. 
When we are jealous of Miſchief 5 by our Tri- 
als, we then are over · powered by Delpondencies; and 
interpret all that happens according to our dreadful 


0 Fears and Expettations. And we then Conſtrue all 
L our Providential Exerciſes to bear the ſtroaks of 


an Enemy, and as the zvoundings of a cruel! one, 
aud lock on God as one that is deep and reſolute 
in ſome pernicious. Counſels and Deſigns. And if 
| we apprehend. Diſtreſſes to be the Prelibations of a 

| WM forſaken State; it is then next to impoſſihle not s 
I faint, For who can bear the Indignation of the 
Lord: And when we know not whither the Fiery. 
| Trial may tranſlate us; he needs muſt. fear. to 
. WW faffer, chat looks for e but Damnation when 
he is dead and gone. And tis l ee the bf 
ght to venture upon Sin to reſpite. by 

that hath no Heaven to look tor, when 


/ 
8 * # 


7 


* 


140 HEBRE WS xi. 5. 7 


finful violence hath play'd its part upon him, and 
ſwallowed up his Life. And if we have ſome little 
hope through Grace, yet whilſt our Caſe is dark 
and doubtful, the hazard ſeems too great to be ad- 
ventured on. And whilſt we are relſiſting, yer Oh 
how little is that Faith that ought, and is to realize 
the invifible and diſtant Rewards of Godlineſs 
How cold that Love which muſt conſtrain us to 
be ftour and faithful? And how weak is that 
2 that ſhould enable us to expect it, and to 
call it ours? It is not very wonderful that thoſe 
Spirits ſhould be daunted and diſ-ſpirired, that lit. 


tle underſtand the Uſefulneſs, End and Errand of 


their Trials, the Safety of their State, the Suitz- 
bleneſs of their Strength, and the Certainty and 
Greatneſs of their Reward. If once we think God 
looks upon us, according to the Characters and 
Thoughts of thoſe that hate and perſecute us for 
his fake ; and that he will carry us by the violence 
of their Hands unto that State of Horror which 
we expect and fear; to ſee the burning Pit at the 
end of what we are called to ſuffer, renders the 
Senſe and Proſpect of our Sufferings to be ſo quick 
and terrible, as that we are in danger of turning our 
Backs upon the Croſs, to avoid the Sight and 
Thoughts of what we fear; and eſpecially if Sa- 
than take the advantage of our gloomy Thoughts 
and Days, and render God to our Fancies, as one 
only cloathed wich Vengeance to confound us. Sa- 
than and Sin within us, Hell before us, and Ter- 
rors round about us, will ſtrangely run our Spirits 
down; and nothing can relieve and ſtrengthen us 
under ſuch preſſing Loads and Circumſtances, but 
the due remembrance of this ſweet Exhortation. 

2. Luer: What is this Exhortarion that was or- 
gotten thus ? And what is there in it fit te fortific 
As againſt, and prevent our wearineſs and - faint- 


ing. N. 
35 1. The 
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1. The Word here, is Tata, from Tageianr@, 
in Advocate or Comforter, who pleads a Cauſe as 


| 2 Matter may require; clearing a diſputed Right 
by Plea, or Pleading for the Performance of ſome thing 


or due, or Impleading frivolous Allegations, Miniftring 
Comfort, and Calling of Perſons from, and warning 
them againſt all Dangers or Diſadvantages ; or, in a 
Word, prelfing things fit and meet by weighty Motives. 

2. The Matter of this Exhortation, is, not to 
deſpiſe, nor faint. The two extreams, to which 
we are liable in the Stormy Day; the one reſulting 
from Srupefation, Security and Supinenęſs, and the 


other from Exceſive Tenderneſs or Fears, Now 
| our being dehorted from theſe things, implies ſome 


contrary Duties. Be ſo far from deſpiſing, as duly 
to be ſenſible of and affected with an Holy Fear of 
God's rebukes, and carefully regard them; and then 
be ſo far from fainting, as to keep a Stout, a Pati- 
ent and Chearful Spirit under them. And do not 
quit the Courage, Courſe and Comforts of your 
Chriſtianity, as over-powered by the Fears or Pref- 
ſures of your ſmarteſt Trials by Sin and Sinners; 
but let the Joys and Greatneſs of your Minds exalt 
you above, and keep you clear from the Demoliſh- 
ments and Deſolations of your Integrity and Chri- 
ſtian Conſtancy. Quit not your Duty, Hope and Re- 
ſolution, but maintain them; and in the Power there- 
of do worthily, and like your felves in all the Con- 
lids of your Chriſtian Race. 
3. The Compellation is the Comfort of this Charge, 
for in that you are called Sent, you need not doubt 
but that your Father's Heart ſtands firm and right 
for you; and though this Paſſage was 'writ' and 
ſpoke by Solomon, yet he ſpake it by the Spirit; 
and as tis ſpoken unto Perſons under Common Cir- 
ſtances with out ſelves by God, fo it is of Univer- 
lal Import and Concetnment to all, when they are 
in their deepeſt Agonies and Engagements. * 

5 1 | Wo Ae 


the whole Exhortation is a Taegd*anrrs, even in the 
moſt Comforrable Sence, and in the moſt Compre. 
henſive Importance. For here, 1. A Fatherly Re. 
lation to them is owned and avouched in that he 
-|Hith, my Son. 2. Fatherly Counſel and Advice i; 
F v hereupon; deſpiſe not, faint not. 3. Tis af 
efted that they are corrected and rebuked by this 
Father, and that Sinners are his Rod, and fo at 
bis diſpoſal. And, 4. They are called Ch:1drer 
when correfted, and as ſuch rebuked. And there- 
Fore, 5. This ſhould be remembred, and not forgor- 
ten, leſt they ſhould faint and tire. So that from 


hence there are rheſe following things to be inſer- | 


ted, to antidote our faintneſs and wearineſs in our 
Cn _ \ I 

1. Your fil:al Relation to your God abides even 
when and though we ate moſt ſeverely exerciſed, I/a. 
63. 1. We are Sons, and owned as ſuch, when in 
the extremity of Temptations, Bring my Sons fron 
far, Ifa. 43. 6. And out of Egypt have I called m 
Sans. No Sorrows can be mentioned and enduret! 
here, but what may well conſiſt with this moſt 
near and dear Relation. Chriſt was a Son when in 


the Paroxiſms of his Agony ; and he cried our with 


His dying Breath, Father, into thy Hands I con- 
mend commend my Spirit, Luke 23. 46. God is not 
backward nor aſhamed to be called your Father, 
when you are with Daniel in the Lion's Den; with 
Feremy in the Dungeon ; with the three Martyrs 
in the hot Flames; with Chrift or Peter on the 
Wrack; with Zo/eph or the Iſraelites in a ſtrange 
Land; with Paul encountring Beaſts at Epbeſus; 
or with Stephen convened before the Counſel, or 
periſhing in a fhower of Stones. He calls and owns 

you as, you are; and whilſt you ate called Children, 
you need not N dejectet. 

2. God whillt he is a Father, will have tlie Heart 
and Bowels of a Father towards you, Fal. 103. 


13, 14 
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z, 14. And therefore he can have no Pleaſure ir 
he Sufferings and Sorrows of his Sons, ar ſucb. 

here is thy Zeal. and Strength, and the ſound- 

nas of thy Bowels and Compaſſions towards ws Or, 
thy Mercies, are they reſtrained ? Doubtleſs thou 

art our Father, Iſa. 63. 15. For, in all your Afflicli- 
ns he is afflidted + For he ſaith, they are my People” 
and Children tbat will not lie, Ver. 8. 9. He that 
hath (ſhadowed out the Temper of his Heart to- 
wards us by thoſe compaſfionate Inſtintts, which 
he hath fixed and inviſcerated in the Spirit of 


exrthly Parents, will never let the Umbrage ſurpaſs 


the thing reſembled by it. If tender Mercies, and 
the molt intimate Compaſſions be Conſtituent of 
the Divine Image in the Elect of God himfelf, 

thete muſt be ſomething in God, wherewith this 
Image. ought to correſpond, and from which it is 
to be derived. And this avouched Relation is to con- 

vince us of a meet Heart in God. . 

2. This Relation infinuates great purpoſes to do 
ind make us good by all we fear, Rom. 8. 28. 
Heb, 12. 10, — 12. Fer. 24. 5. Your Sufterings 
and Conflicts ſhall not exceed your Strength, 
| Cor. 10. 13. Nor {hall you be out-match'd by 
y Combarants that ſhall engage againſt you, 2 Cor. 
12. 7, — 10. You ſhall loſe nothing by your Suffer- 
'ngs but your Droſs, /. 27. 9. The Trial of your 
Faith ſhall be Honourable in its Events and Iſſues, 
| Pet, 1. 7, After you have ſuffered you ſhall be 


{rengthened and confirmed, 1 Per 5. 10. And all 


your Agonies and Trials ſhall but cultivate your 
Spirits, and illuſtrate the excellence of your Chri- 
tian Principles, Hopes and Proweſs, and purge 2 
way that Drofs which ſticks upon you. All your 
Convict ions ſhall be deeper of the Sinfulneſs of Sin, 


Aide Vanity ef. Creature Oomfonts, of the Realiry = 


of Chriſtian Gadlideſs and Hopes, of the Neceſſity of 
four Dependance 0n».your ©: Ged,” of your Advan- 
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tage by the Grace of Chrift, of the great Confola: 
tions of the Spirit, of the great Rage and Subtilty of 
Sathan, and of the vaſt difference that is betwixt 
Heaven and Earth; of the ſtrange energy of Di. 
vine Supports, and of that mighty Power and Grace 
of God, whereby you ſhall be brought of more 
than Conquerors through him that loves you. And 
your Sutjierings {hall fr you for the State of Reſt 
and Peace; and the Crown of Life ſhall be be- 
ſtowed on you with greater Accents of Renown 
and Honour. For who can poſſibly imagine that 1 
Father ſhould Contrive Effect or Countenance the 
ruin of his Child? If you be Sons, you muſt be 
Favourites, and ſo no Agonic can ſignifie or im- 
port Rejection; you muſt he Dignitaries, and f 
* no®Sufferings ſhall finally reflect diſgrace upon you; 
8 muſt be Heirs, and fo the Inheritance cannot 
e taken from you ; you muſt be wnder Condutt, 


and ſo you cannot be bewildred ; and ander ſtrong . 


Protection, and fo you cannot be Divorced from 
God ; under benign and powerful Influences, and 
fo your Srength muſt have its great Increaſes on 
you; under Enecouragments.,' and ſo your Spirits 
need not fail and fink. within you; under com- 
paſſionate Reſpects, and ſo your God cannot deride 
you ; and under Aſſurances of your Heritage, and 
ſo you cannot be undone: „ 169, 

4. All your Corrections cannot but be gentle and 
in merciful Deſigns, 2 Cor. 4. 17,18. Rods in a Fa- 
ther's Hand muſt needs be gently uſed. The Rod 
of the Wicked ſhall not always reſt upon the rigb- 
teous ; leſt they put forth their Hands unto li- 
niquity, Pal. 125. God he will Correi? in moe 
ſure, and debate with the rough Wind in the Day of the 
Eaft-Wind. God takes no Pleaſure in the Cries 
and Tortures of his. Children: Bowels are work- 
ing whilſt the Hand inflits the Scourges: of the 

ſmarteſt Rods, and even Sinners, for all 2 

ME. CE ad aan Kage 


/ 


Rage 
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la Wage and Confidences are but the Rods of God. 


of Nea, Perſecuting Sathan is but the Meſſenger of 
ix Gd: And all his Inſtruments are but the Engines 
Ji: If Divine Correction. God bounds their Rage, 


nd turns their Fury. to their own Reproach. The 

rath of Man ſhall do his Children Good, and 
Praiſe him; and the remains thereof are under his 
Reſtraints 5 and therewith ſhall he gird himſelf, 
Dur Cups ſha!] never be too bitter to be wholeſome, 
All the Afflictions of the Sons of God ſhall be but 
rials, Antidotes and Inſtructions, directed to the 


'4 

he , not to the Rain of ſuch great Fivourites and 
be irlings, Our Troubles are bur his Chaſtaings of 
n. s who calls us Sone, and our Mettle is but tried, 


hilſt our Backs ſmarc. The Peaceable Fruits of 
Vghteouſneſs are the determined Harveſt of our 


I; 
ot eeping Seed-time: It is impoſſible that ſuch a Fa- 
7, bers Hand ſhonld ary ways forget his Heart; or 
1. chat his Heart for ſake his Hand, but whilſt the Rod 
n afl us, our Father's Heart Compaſſionates our Cale, 
d and will contrive our meet Advantage and Relief. 


lt is but Chaſtning and Correction; and not pure In- 
dignation and DeſtruQtion, that God inflicts upon 
his Children; and he prepares for Peace and Joys, 
whilſt he Rebukes our Perſons: And 'cis the (Haft- 
4 [Ming and Correction of the Lord which we endure, 
Even the Father of Spirits, who doth not {trike to 
3 WL us, but to Save us. A Father, Wiſe enough 
. Jo know our Caſe, and Provident and Prone enough 
/ {Mo work our Cure; and one Solicitous to let us un- 
- erſtand his Heart by his aſſerted and aſſumed Rela- 
don; and one Reſolved to anſwer all the Relations 
- Ie aſſumes and owns: All which doth ſhew how 
Ilie Cauſe we have to Faint. 
5 Luer. 3. How and whence do thoſe that Faint and 
are Weary, forget this Exhortation ? Or what Forget- 
neſs are ſuch charged with? 19 | 


e I 1. They 


| ſ 
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1. They were anmindful of it, and did not keep 
it in their deep and frequent Thoughts. And of th 
Rock that begat thee thou art unmindful, and hif 
Forgotten God that formed thee. Deut. 33. 18. Det 
Thoughts and frequent roulings of this Paſlage in ou 

inds are greatly uſeful to concoct it into our ju 
and ferviceable Aſſents thereto. It is no Wonder 
all God's Chaſtnings be miſconſtrued by che unmind g 
ful Soul. For every Rod looks like the dreadfi s 
Indication of an angry God; unleſs the Interpret i 
tion and Conſtruction of God's Diſcipline be formed, 
and modelled, and corrected by this remembred Ex 
hortation, Tis the well principted and exerciſ 

Mind that can beſt fortifie the Heart againſt Succun- 
| Gencies ;, and when ſuch Truths as theſe, make their 
unmeet Eſcapes from ſuch Remembrances thereof 1 
God hath made our Duty, how naked are we res. 
| Ared to all black Thoughts, diſcouraging Inferen. 
cies, and fad Conclufions, when we are chaſtned, 
though with all fit Moderation and Compaſſion, and 
to the beſt Advantage God ſpeaks that we ſhould], 
hear and mind for Time to come; and he expech 
that we ſhould faithfully charge our Memories wid 
all thoſe Principles and Paſſages upon Record, whicl 
he hath fo wiſely ſuited and contrived into a fitneb 
to ſecure and raiſe both our Incegriry and*Conſol: 
tion. And therefore We ought to give the more tr 
neſt heed to the things which we have beard, leſt a 
any time(mind that)we ſhould let them /li [Tagagguouy] 
teſt that ſuch things ſhould be in us as in ſome leak 
ing Veſſels, Heb. 2. 1. Unfaithful Memories (wiz 
too weak through Sloth and None-obfervance to rt: 
tain fach Soveratgn Antidotes and Maxims of Si- 
ports and Conſolations) do great difſervice un, 
that Harmony aud Compoſedneſs of Spirit, whereby.” / 
we ſhould Preſerve our felves invioably ſufe in al. h 
Diſtreſs of Weather. Such Fraths ſhould have . 
frequency of cloſe and ſmart Reflections on then; 
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7 id be Freafoted up, as greas and ſeafonable Provi- 
3 o 1905 againſt our Winter Storms, For when they 
a. ye in our Memories, as in broken or negleQed Veſ- 
* ſs, they will be as Water fpilt upon the Ground, 


nd paſs away with all their Uſefulnefß and Conſola- 


bs iors from: us: When as our cateful Cnſtody and 
10 Remembrances thereof will fo affett our Hearts; as 
a the ſweetneſs of our Relifly wil raiſe our 
wi, _—_ and ſecure their Uſe and Ends, and Ray 
it h us. ; | 
ON They did not well conſider the right Importance 
e Loprovement of this Paſſage, Dewr. 8. 5,6. For 


neonſiderateneſs- is'the worſt Forgetfulneis. Remem- 
ge not the former things, neither conſider the 
binge of old, Iſa. 43. 18. Hear, O Heavens —l have 
ariſped.— ( hi ldyert — burt Iſrael dor 01 know , my 
People doth- not confider, Wa. I. 2, 3. n ictt not 


od ch a Fruth and Topick of Support and Comtort 
en Record for tranſient Glances at it; but for our. 
14 eep Remembrances and conſiderate Improvements of 


t: Such things are not to be eſteemed of and uſed 
& ſpeculative Notions, or romantickſ Fancies, but as 
laily Bread for Nouriſhment, Support and Service. 


ich 

"cod hereby did defign to obviate all Cenſures of 
Ein, and all finful Fears, and Cowardice, and De- 
y pondencies before him. And ſuch full Breaſts as 


beſe ate to be ſuck d by the ſerious Pauſes of con- 
iderate Minds thereon. God*s ſpeaking to us gs 10 


ie | 
er, even whilft bis Rods are on ws, calls for 
den iccerning Eyes, and ſtud ious Minds, and great Con- 


medneſs of Heart about ir. Tis God that ſpeaks, 
nd we ſnould hear. God zn Bethel, /pake with us, 
e Lord of Hoft's' in bis Memorial; therefore turn 
ling to thy Gad, and—wair om him continually, Ho. 
2. 4,6. And therefore we are fure, that ſeeing . 
e takes notice of us; alt Corrections can be ordered 
ell. By hit in Number, Weight and Meaſufe. He 
os what Kinds of chaſtning are beſt för us, * 
L * 1 
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in what Nature, Number, Seafons, and Proponi. 
ons they are moſt firly to be diſpenſed to uy 
and in what Words to be recorded for us, and direct 
ed to us. God, as a Father, ſpeaks, and therefor 
we are ſure his Heart attends his Words; and thenc 
we have no Reaſon to ſuſpect Hypocriſie, Hardhen. 
tedneſs, or Neglect of us. He ſpeaks to us, as uni 
Children: and therefore his Corrections are not to be 
reſented by us, as void of all that Fatherly Providence 
and Pity, which may ſupport and comfort us, an 
intigate the Bitterneſs of our moſt diſtreſſing Cups 
He ſpeaks unto us, as unto dear Children in Aflidi- 
on, and as under his Fatherly Rebukes, as caſt intothe 
Furnace for our Good; and therefore as too much te. 
garded; to he forſaken, even in the Iron Furnace ; 
and he ſpeaks to us as concerned to imprint this Pal 
ſage on our Hearts, that he zs our Father ſtill, whate 
ver Frowns appear upon the Face of Providence; and 
whatever Rods are taken up into, and uſed by his 
Hand, and that he intends no hurt by the evil things 
which we feel; jo that if Afflictions be not ſtudied 
and conſidered well, and all the Words of God re. 
lating thereunto, the Exhortation is forgotten by us. {ever 
2. They made no better uſe thereof, than if it utter: Pom 
ly had been forgotten by them. They carried nord 
themſclves in their Temptations, as if they had fe. dl. 
membred what God ſpake as a Father to them. %% Han 
thou vt from this time cry unto me, My Father Hi C 
thou art the Guide of my Huth? Will be reſerve [Mb 
Anger] fer ever * Will be keep it to the end? Bt 
bold, thou haſt ſpoken and done, evil things as thu 
coul, Jer. 3. 4, 5. How ſhall I put thee (ſaith GC 
to judab) among/t the Children, and give thee a ples 


fant Land, à goodly Heritage of the Hoſts of Nations: 
And I jaid thou ſhalt call, me, My Father, and. Sul dbl 
not turn away from me : For whilſt they did other fo h 
wiſe, and perverted their Ways, they had forgott* Phi, 


the Lord their God. Jer. 3.19—21. Return ye ** 
; x : | * a W. $644 . o or 


New [nd 
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pre ye backſliding Children, ſaith the Lord their Fa- 
her) and I will beal your Backſlidings : Behold (ſay 
ey) we come to thee, for thou art the Lord our God, 
22. Things and Words are remembred beſt when 
kilfully and carefully applied and improved to their 
ſpeftively, determined End and Uſes; and on the 
ontrary, dreadfully forgotten when they abide as uſe- 
& with us, and before us. He that grows weary of 
is Exerciſes, is as if he had no Cordials, Excourage- 
nents and Supports; and he that Faints, as if he had 
o Countenance and Encouragements from his God. 
ind when we have this Relative Memorial, of the 
od our Father, with us, deſigned, to ſave his Chil- 
ten from Succumbencies and Retreats ; when it is 
ot improved, it is as if ir were not with us, or 
not remembred by us. Now the. Deſign of this 
Paternal Exhortation to Suffering-Chriſtians was 
o produce and keep theſe following Inſtances of its 
ing remembred by us to our great Advantage; as, 
1. Great and Grateful Thoughts of God. He ſhall 
ty unto me thou art my Father, my God, and the 
Rock of my Salvation, Pſal. 89. 26. and David ſaid, 
Blefſed be thou Lord God of Iſrael our Futher, for 
wer and ever. Thine, O Lord is the Greatneſs, 
Power, Glory, Victory and Majefly: All in Heaven 
and Earth is thine; and thou art exalted head over 
all, Riches and Honour come of thee, and in thine 
Hand it is to make Great and to groe Strength to all. 
1 Chron. 29. 10, — 12. God our Father which 
bath loved us, Comfort your Hearts, 2 Thell. 2. 16, 17. 
This relative Term Our Father Inſinuates God's abi- 
ity and readineſs to do us Good; and as ſuch ſhould 
we conceive” of God, Luke 11. 13. And he that 
ſpeaks to xs as to Children, would have us think de- 
lzhefully of him, and repreſent him as moſt Ami- 
able and Lovely to us. (2.) Chearful Approaches 
to him in our Troubles, Luke 15. 18. Matth. 6. 9. 
Phil. 4. 6. Heb. 4. 16. Eſal. 50. 15. When my Soul 
. by * Fainted 
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1 ned within me I remembred the TN 418 
2 came to theę into thing Holy J. on 
1 faid I am caf out of thy Sight, yet I will lack * 
roward thy Holy Temple. Jon. 2. 5, 7. be that ſpe 
tenderly to 25 y as to Children thereb encouny 
our Addreſſes to un; as to your F ather, whal 
| Fer: are open to you, his Heart affected with jg 
and his Bleſſinęs and returns to Prayer moſt ready ig 
you, Eſel. 34, 25+ Deut. 4. 7. God loves we {hoyl 
mph, his Preſence with all Frequency and Fr 
Heb. 19. 9 22. and as in great Spirits 
Ad Joption. (3.) Pacha and Diligent Engagemei 
in his Seryice and Concernments. Lye 2. 4 
2 Cor. 6. 16,18. Mal, 1. 6. and, as obedient (i 
aren, not falhioning, c. 1 Pet. 1. 14. Even lik 
the Rechabitgs, God would 1 us carefully qbier 
his Inſtitutions, Rights and Laws, Jer. 3 J. 6, 13,1 
according as he bath choſen a- hat we ſhould be Iu 
ly—having predeſti nated us to the Adoption of Ch 
dren, Eph. 3. 4, 5: So Jobs 14. 31- 17. 1,41 
No Coſt or Qppolition mult de feat our ſtrenuy 
and 7 roſecution of aur Fathei's Pleaſurt 
and Affairs. (4.0 Patient Sobmiſnons to his pfoi 
dential Will, Luke 22. 42. cb. 12. 7,9. and 
moſt chearful Temper and Deportment of you 
ire under the heavieſt Diſpenſations for yout 
ther's Intereſt, 2 Cor. 6, 10. 12. y, 10. 1 Pot. 1.6 
and Met. 5. 11, 12. No Parents mult be challenge 
Ir murmured at by their Children far what the) 
inflict upon them; and eſpecially if they be awed 
90 treated as dear. Children. (J.) High Confident 
In God, and great Expectations from him, Ja. 41 
Gre! a 57: 4 13. 10 12. 32, P/al. 73: ua 
2 a og fr hy 2 
2.34 39. I, Foba 20 17. Rev. al: 
Fr EDN 210 LN Nh chews 
N it vp, with anlwerable Cape i es ther 
er derte fen h Feber 1 


8 
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> his ſuffering Children by this his Exbortation; 
that for theſe great and comfortable Ends, 


40 a they that fainr, forget this very Paſſage in theſe 
Particulars. | 


. in their unworthy and black Thoughts of God, 
Wha 2. 51. 13. and 49. 14,—16. P/et. 77. 7,—9. Let 


1 ja od but croſs his Hands, and ſtraight they think he 
Mi divorced them from himſctt; and that he can- 
oY ot give a Bleſſing, nor ſpread a Table in the Wil- 


| erxeſs for them. They take his Nature, Name and 
1 orenant, Faithfulneſs and Compaſſions, to be as 
changeable as his providential Aſpects. They look 
ot on him as a God that may be truſted, or as able 
nd difpoſed to remember them in the Depths of 
"Wicir Diſtreſſes. And when they look upon him as 
bien Enemy (tho he avouch the contrary) they take 
e Trials which he brings upon them, for his Ho- 
our, and their Good, to he the ſure and fad Pre- 
cube of their inevitable Ruin. And they account 
„is Comforts ſinall, and his Arm weak: And fuch 
nuorgetfulneſs put God unto that ſtartling Expoſtu- 
alu :tion in I/2. 50. 1, 2, 2. Better Thonghts would 
po eep them right and fafe. 
1 2. Trembling and diffident, or neglected Appli- 
YOUBNc:tions to God in Diſtreſs, Jam. 1. 6. When Pray- 
Jager ſhould be moſt free and fervent, and Supplicati- 
os made at the higheſt rate of Importunity, Luke 
en. 1,—8. and the Spirit of Adoption moſt warm 
and maſculine, land make its Exerciſe moſt demon- 
wo trative of its Strength, Hearts run up like a Scroul 
dene of Parchment before the ſcorching Flame: And Men 
- 4\Mare fearful to call God Father, becauſe the Rod is 
in his Hand. Mountains of Troubles cannot be 
removed, nor borne, they think, and then tis accoun- 
led vain to pray; tho Chriſt and Pau? grew warmer 
nd more enlarged in P by all which they en- 
(red : Luk. 22. 44. 2 Cor. 12. 8, 9. and they loſt 
wthing by it. Tu Juſtly to be feared that the Ne. 
e " 4 le 
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le& of Prayer, or Negligence therein, begins the 
Abatement, and brings on the Supplantation of 
the Eſtabliſhment, whilſt Prayer , continued and 
laboured in, confirms a Chriſtian? - Soul in Strength 
and Hope, P/al. 138. 3. Phil. 4, 6, 7. and ſee He, 
5. hen we account our ſelves too much 
afflicted and endangered to be Children, we flee Naur 
from the Courſe and Fountain of our own Relief, Ii 
and forget this Word of Exhortation; and fo in. tbe 
creaſe aur own, Decays therety, Whilſt we ire il 
Children, Prayer can never be unſeaſonable, nor un- ſto | 
grateful, nor deſtitute of ſuificient Encouragemeats Ml 4, 5 
and Aids: And whillt our filial Relation, and God's Ml tho! 
Avouchments of it are remembred, we need not fer ſpe: 
to pray, nor ſeek to flee from God, even when we Anc 
cannot look to live. {ma 

3. Retreats, from Chriſtian Services, and Attemprs, Sur 
or Faultrings therein, Mat. 24. 12, 13. 13. 21. jd 
When we grow weary of our Duty, the Exhortati- if 
on] is forgot. God calls us Children, and dear one tio 
too, that he might thereby quicken and encourage ful 
us to follow him as Imitators of him, Eph. 5. 1. ver 
and he doth expect that we, by Fruitfulaeſs, ih- ud Ml if 
glorifie his Name, becauſe he is our Father, Mu. in. 
5. 16. John 15. 8. And tells how, as obedient CH- fil 
dren, we are to torni our telves, 1 Pet. 1. 14. And ſh; 
he expects that we ſhould manifeſt our Relation MI tt 
by Conformity and Reſemblance. That we ſhould WW mc 
ſet and keep our tlearts in Heaven, becauſe our Fa- on 
ther's Relidence is there, and he will have none with © 
him bur clear and wonderful Mirrors of his molt MW N 
glorious Name. He looks for Sober neſs, Righteoul- WW #7: 
neſs and Godlineſs), for lofry Aims, and great De- H. 
ſigns for him; Fruitfulneſs to him, and great Com- *7 
placency in him; and for Converſations well order; © 
ed before him, and regularly directed to his Praiſe WW #7 
and Pleaſure, tho ve ſhould force our Paſſage to th 
Ha Ng” the 2 ungrateful * on 

edi· 


Conſidered and Aid. 133 


the Nrediouſneſs to the Fleſh, 1 Pet. 1. 17. Do we not 
of en forget the Word, when we decline the Thing? 
and 4 Sad Looks and ſinking Hearts under the Heat 
z2th Mod Burthen of our Chriſtian State and Day, 1 Tbeſ. 


2. 3. Col. 1. T1, 12. as if our Burthens were to ex- 
ceed our Strength and Succour. 1 Cor. 10. 13. As 


flee Nor Suffer ings abound for Chriſt, ſo will our Conſo- 
lief, ion abound much more by Chriſt; ſeeing God, 
in. the Father of Mercies, and the Ged of all 8 
are MW vill, anſwerably to his moſt dear and near Relation 
un. No his, comfort us in all our Tribulation, 2 Cor. 1. 


ents 4, 5. But God expects that this Relation, and all 
ds thoſe comfortable Words that iſſue from it, and be- 
fer ſpeak it, be well contidered and improved by us. 
we And why ſhould ſuch Conſolations be accounted 
ſmall, or be neglected by us as vain and uſcleſs ? 
vis, WM Surely , if ſuch paternal Paſſages be made and 
21. WF judged expedient, and apt, to keep our Spirits up; 
li- WW if our Hearts fail us in an evil time, the Exhorta- 
ne: tion needs muſt be forgotten; ſecing tis a Breaſt ſo 
age full of Conſolation, as that our Chearfulneſs can ne- 
1. rer ſtarve, whilſt we have this to feed it with. For 
ud if God ſpeak to ſuffering Saints, as unto Children, 
a, in deep Deſign to keep their Spirits ſerene and joy- 
i. MF ful, he thereby tells them, that all things are and 
e {hall be well; that he will not negle& his Favou- 
on WM rites; that they are of his Houſhold ; and that the 
111 W moſt merciful Contrivances and Deſigns are yet 
a- WM on Foot for them. For (ſaith the Apoſtle) through 
ich WW Crit we have Acceſs by one Spirit to the Father. 
oft W Now therefore ye are no more Strangers and Foreign- 
ul. ere, but fellow-Citizens with the Saints, and of the 
- ¶ Houſhold of God : Built upon the Foundation of the 
m-W Prophets and Apoſtles; and Chriſt Feſus the chigf. 
e- Corner-ſtone: In whom all the whole Buildings - fitly 
ic Framed together, groweth up unto an boly 1 60 in 


to the Lord; and all of us built together a fit Habitati- 
nd i on of God, through his Spirit, Eph. 2. 1 2 
* 1 * = ORF 12S hh * 5 : W C 
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which Spirit reſts upon the Sans of Glary moſt 
glorionſly, when they are moſt in the fiery Trial, 
as miniftring to their powerful and conſtant Joy, 
1 Pet. 4. 12,—14. If Sons, then Heirs, The Spirit 
of Sons is in you, the Inheritance of Sons before 
you, and they are but the Chaſtnings of Sons that 
are . 1 ; that the Father's Heart is towards 
you, his Eye upon you, and his everlaſting Arms 
about you, is evident from this yout filial Exhor: 
tation, that ſo your Confidence may rife exceeding 
high, your Expectations may be great, and then the 
| ltdes of all your Hopes and Frials cannot but be 

ſure and glorious. And if your Spirits be caſt down, 
as if your Trials ſpake and prov'd you to be ſpuri- 
ous, rejected, and deſpiſed, the Root of all is nothing 
but this Forgerfulneſs. „ 
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Heb. xii. 5. 
— My Son 


, 


Efore I paſs to the Application of the former 
Clauſe, I think it not amiſs to give you ſome 
Reflections on this Compellation : For it is this that 
is the Spirit, the Proof and Inſtance of the former 
 Paſfage, It is from Prov, 3. 11. that this Place 
is fetch d. Now theſe Words they contain, I. A 
near and dear Relation, Son. 2. To the great God, 
My Son. 3. Avouch'd upon Record by : The 
Exhortation that ſpeaks, &c. 4. And that to Chriſti- 
ans, Speaks ro you. 5. When near or under Suffer ings, 
as the whole Context ſhews, 6. And that, in mer- 
ciful Deſigus, that they might more counloerably 

| | . Le and 
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aud intenſely mind the following Counſel and Ad- 
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vice of God their Father, with Reference to their pre- 
ſent or approaching Trials, 7. And therefore, ſo 
much in the Spirit of Compaſſion and Concerned- 
nels, as makes Deſpondency and Deſpair unreaſona- 
ble: in any of his ſuffering Children. 8. And all 
this inferred from Solomon's beſpeaking of his Son, 


| with Reference to what Cilamities and Diſtreſſes 


might befal him. 9 3 | 
off. God calls his ſuffering Saints, (and ſpeaks 
to them as unto Qhildren, when he exhorts them 
unto due Deportments. under their Chaſtnings and 
Corrections. My Son, hear the Inſtruction of thy 
Father Prov. 1.8, Deut. 8. 5, 6. He calls them 
Children, Ija. 63. 8. He pities them as Children. 
P/al. 103. 13. He cautions them as Children. 
2 Cor. 6.17, 18. My Son, (and thus he counſels them 
as a Father) keep 5 Father's Cmmandment For the 
Commandment is a Lamp, and the Law a Light; and 
Reproofs of Inſtrudlion are the Way of Life. As in 
Prov. 6. 20,23. he forms them unto the very Spi- 
rit of Adoption, Gal. 4. 6 Which Spirit is both 
the Evidence of their filial State; and their Aſſi- 
ſtant and Inſtructor to make them form their Pray- 
ers aright in their Temptations. Rom. 8. 15,—26, 
27. And he makes their adopted State to be the 
Evidence of his unſpeakable Love to them, 1 John 
3.1. And he emprinciples and diſpoſes all his faith- 
ful Miniſters to repreſent his fatherly Compaſſions 
and Regards to his afflicted ones, in their Paternal 
Counſels and Inſtructions, 1 John 2. 1. 5. 21. 1 The. 
2. 11, 12. Tow know (ſaith the Apoſtle there) how 
we exhorted, and comforted, and charged every one 
of you (as a Father doth bzs Children) that you would 
walk warthy of God, who hath called you to his 
Fasten and Glory. And by ſuch fatheriy Expreſ- 
God would inſinuate our Belief of all Com- 
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Quer. 1. In what Reſpects are ſuffering Chriſtian 


here called Sons of God? And why fo called? 
I. As they are born of God, and have derived at 
holy Nature from him, Johz 1. 13. Fam. 1. 18. Old 
things are paſt away, and all things are of God, 
2 Cor. 5.17, 18. They are caſt into a New and Hes. 
venly Mould, and have the more noble and conſtitu- 
ent Principles of a new Creation in them. Life, 
Lighc and Love, have formed in them/a new Conſti 
tution and Complexion, F 
2. As they are acted by the Spirit of Fila 
Gal. 4.6. As to Reverence, Mal. 1.6. Heb 8, 
Affellion, Heb. 6. 10. and Afmilation or Reſen- 
| blance, Eph. 4. 24. Supplication, Rom. 8.15, 
3. As they are enſtated in all the Priviledges of 
Adoption in Rom. 8. 17. John 1. 12. For hereby they 
have their free and near Acceſs to God, Eph. 2. 18. 
I/a. 53. 16. Deut. 4. 7. They have their Rrght, and 
may put in their Caim to their Inheritance in Hea- 
ven, Rom. 8. 17. Luke 12. 32. * a Son, then an 
Heir ef God through Chriſt, Gal. 4. 7. They may 
expect Proviſions at their Fathei's Colt and Charges, 
Mat. 6. 32, 33. They are ſure of God's compaſſionate 
Reſpects, I/a. 63. 8, 9. Phal. 103. 13. God will 
moſt providently manage all things to their beſt Ad- 
vantage, Rom. 8. 28. Heb. 12. 10. All Vindications 
and Supplies they cannot miſs. Hven every one that 
rs called ” my Name (faith G5d) have I created for 
my Glory: Fear not therefore, for I am with ' thee : 
I will ay te the North — bring "my Sons from far. 


Since thou ha 775 t' been precious in my fight, thou haſi 


been honourable, and I have loved thee,” therefore well 


T give Men for thee, and Prople for 2 Life, Iſa. 43. 
47. Luke 15. 31. 

As they are hdd Covenant Obligations to 
be ſubject, and obedient unto God, Mal. 1. 6. Heb. 
12. 9. For being in his Family, and at his Finding, 
under his Juriſdiction, and at his Diſpoſal: — 
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be. Thou art -onr Father doubtleſs. — We are thine, 
thou never bareſt rule over them: they were not 
called by Name, Iſa. 63. 16,19. The Law of Gra- 
titude, and their aſſumed Relation unto God by Ce: 
venant obliges them to call God Father, and ac- 
cordingly to reverence and pleaſe him. 

nd cherefore calls them Children here, i. To 
* them of bis Authority, to oblige and uſe 
| them as he pleaſes.: And of his dear Reſpects to 
them, ſo as to rule and uſe them for their great 
"and certain Good, and to treat them as his Children 
in all convenient Reſpects, both in Eternity, and in 
| Time. And then, 2. To quicken them to reverence, - 
of IM truſt, love and ſerve him, and to be ſubject. and at- 
y rentive to him as their Father. 
8 Luer. 2. How could it from this Paſſage in Slo- 
* mn's Proverbs be inferred, that God dre to theſe 
4 Hebrews as unto Children? | 
2 1. That the Exhortation ſpeaks to us, is evident 
from ſuch things as theſe. 1. The general Deſign 
$, and Scope of ſacred Records, 2 Tim. 3. 16, 17. Rom. 


te 15:4. Which is to teach us what to hold, to do and 
Il be. Now why is this upon Record but to advantage 
[- us? 2, The particular Application and Improve- 
5 ments of other Paſſages in Scripture, as dark and 


t diſtant to, and from us, as this can be, Hoſ. 12. 4 
* Joſh, T. 8. with Heb. 13. 5, 6. Mar. 22. 31, 32 
; Things ſpoken to particular Perſons, and in particu- 
. lar Caſes are extended, and applied to other Perſons, 
7 and in other Caſes. 3. The Caſe and Circumſtances 
l of thoſe to whom Solomon addreſs'd himſelf, were 
common to themſelves and us. For they and we bad 
the ſame God, were liable to the fame, or to equi- 
) valent Corrections and Rebukes, and ſtood i in need 
of the ſame Cordials, Cautions and Preſervatives, and 
| wereequally capable of receiving and improving them. 
7 And by N Author here inſinuates, when he ſub- 
joins; bn the B be E and 
* 
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ſeourgeth every San whom be receraes. If ye en 
dure — God dealeth with. you as with Sons: (fe doth 
nothing repugnant to his Fatherly Relation and Affe 
tion) for whas Son is he whom the Father chaſtenet 
not? And ſoon, Heb. 12. 6,—13. Of the fame 
Nature is that in 1 Pet. 5. 8, 9. EEE”, 
2. And that it ſpeaks to us as unto Children, may 
be made clear from theſe Particulars; in each of 
which, Solomons. Appellation was the Voice of God. 
Take Slomon, 1. As a Natural Father; and thus his 
natural Inſt inds and AﬀeCtions came from God, 
&. Or as a Palztical Father. Or, 3. As a Spiritual 
Father. 4 As a Prudent Father. 5. As a gracious 
and good Man. 6. As an 7nſpired Man. 7. As a pe. 
caliar Fauourite. 8. As a Type of Chriſt. As an 
Hmanuenſes of the ſacred Scriptures. IO. As a moſt 
te nder: e ante Perſon. 11. As one thus 
melted imo Tenderneſs by great Sagacity and Sympa. 
thy. 12. As one even wondrouſly recovered from, 
and refined by great Szares, and ſtarrling Diſcipline, 
and ſo, dete Faithfulneſs by ſad Ex- 
8 of. ſmart Corrections, and by great Submiſ- 
ions ta the Hand of God himſelf; and by the moſt 
grateful Reliſhes and Receptions: of ſacred Cordial, 
under maſt intimate Corrections. And, 13, As one 
concerned about a Matter. of ſuch vaſt and general 
Importance, and you. will ſee that what God ſaid 
by him 40, one, he ſaid to all, My Son. 
God never yet made Parent kinder to his Off- ſpring 
than himſelf will be to his. And when ſuch ſeaſona- 
ble Counſel. is ſweetned with ſuch an endearing 
Compellation, and that to teach us how to behave 
our ſel ves towards God under his exercifing, Hand, 
and this, with ſuch Sincerity and, Tenderneſs ; the 
Umbrage, cannot pallibly exceed be thing it ſo 
reſembles, and yet it. muſt reſemble it: If Salanon 
ſhake-ly; laipiration,, and if he felt tie. Grace of God 
10. be his powerful Inſtinct hereunto- And if be rde 
5 x | | e- 


which appears fo ſuitcd to us all cannot but take all 
in. And, 3. This may more confidently be con- 


| cluded by us, becauſe my Text aſſerts it: And he 


that wrote to theſe afflicted Hebrews, ſeeing he ſpake 
from the ſame Spirit of Infpiration, that Solomon did. 
and could not but fpeak aright; and therefore all 
afflicted” Chriſtians are. fpoken to as Sons. 
Nfer. 1. God's Rods ſhould ſend us to his Ward, 
ind quicken us to great Inquiries thereinto, and due 
improvements thereof. In Lzv, 10, 3. Bleſſed 73 15 
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Man whom thou chaſtneſt, and teacheſt out of th 
Law: That thou map ſt give him Reſt from the Day 


1 0 4 4 - 


of Adverſay, until the Pit be digged for the wicke! 
For the Lord vill not caſt off his People, neither will 
be forſake bis Inheritance, but Judgment ſhall return 
to Righteouſneſs : And all the upright in Heart ſhall 
follow it, Pal. 94.12,—19. Whatſocever things were 
written aſoretime were written for our Learning 
(or Edoctrination) that we through Patience and Con. 
fort of the Scriptures, might have Hope, Rom. 15. 4, 
God's ancient Records have not left. himſelf without 
Witneſs; nor vs without Relief. Hearken to me, 0 
Houſe of Jacob; and all the Remnant of the Houſe of 
Ifrael, which are borne by me from the Belly, which 
are carried from the Womb, and even to your old age, 
T am he: And even to boar Hairs I will carry you: 
T have made, (is not God thy Father, that hath bought: 


made thee, and eſtabliſhed thee? Peut. 3 2. 6.) and [ 


till bear, even I will carry, and will deliver you, Iſa. 
46. 3,5. What great and plegtitul Memorials of his 
paternal Name and Heart hath God left with vs in 
his ſacred Oracles? And what is their bleſſed Uſe- 
fulneſs? And when is that moſt ſeaſonable, but in the 
midſt of our Perplexities and Diſtreſſes? I Had fain- 
ted (ith Holy David) unleſs I bad belicued, to ſee 
the Goodneſs of the Lord in the Land of the Living; 
wait therefore on the Lord, (and keep his Way : ) Bt 
of good (Cheer and) Courage, and be ſhall ſtrengiben 
thy Heart; wait I ſay on the Lord, Pal. 27. 13, 14— 


That wes a gracious Exhortation, Come out from a- 


mongſt then — and back'd with mighty Promiſes, 


2 Cor. 6. 17, 18. and yet, though they were firſt 


made to the Jews, the Apoſile confidently aſſerts 
them to be ours, and left upon Record for us, 2 Cor: 
7. 1. When Joſhua was to bring the Iſraelitec into 


Canaan, God {aid to him, Be ſtrong, and. of good 


Courage; be not afraid, nor diſmayed, for the Lord 


thy God tis with thee whitherſogver thou goeſt ; 72 
* x. 7 PR : i — ve IG . PR SETTLE EDD e 4 9 


T7” L Cs ah 3 W n . — 2 9 5 R . | 4 1 BY FE 
W is "RIP" We » 4 : 1 . . 
| x, 
* "RR he” = Oo * . W 5 
cConſalered and Applied. 61 
| ( , 161 


by an was bottomed upon this, have not I Cmmanded 
a)s hee? Joſn. 1. 9. The Promiſe firſt was made to him 
. Mon a peculiar Conſideration, and yet the Apoſtle 
thought it not to be Iljogical to infer from thence, 
„that we may boldly ſay, the Lord is our Helper, and 
all e mill nor fear what Man ſhall do unto u. tleb. 13. 
re , 6. When therefore the Hand of God is on ns, how 
ns Miiidious ſhould we be to gain the Knowledge of them, 
n. Nad pertinently to apply them to our reſpective Ca- 


ſs? God reſiſteth the Proud, and gives Grace to the 
Humble, Prov. 3. 34. See what is thence inferred in 


| 0 1als. Jam. 4. 6,—8. : | SOD. - 

of Infer. 2. It is rather Negligence than Neceſſity 
ich hat our Deſpondencies or Revolts muſt be imputed 
oe o, and charged upon. Rachel weeping for her Chil- 
4: en, rather refuſed her Comforts than purely wanted 
it; them. Fer. 13. 15. See P/al. 42. 11, God hath (you 
F a great Regard to the meet Comforts and Sup- 
ſa, Ports of all his ſuffering Saints and Servants. God 


alls them Children; and exhorts them with equal 
enderneſs to that near and dear Relation: For he 
alumes no Names or relative Titles, but ſuch as are 


he xpreſſive of his gracious Purpoſes to act at the rate of 
1. Joch Relations towards and for us; and if ſuch Glory 
ze Nass before us, and ſuch merciful Infinuations and 
„ {Wroviſions court our Obſervation and Improvement 


of them, we Star ve, Retreat and Sink, not that we 
ant Encouragements and Supports, but . becauſe we 
ire too Sullen and Ulngrateful to receive them and con- 
ot them into our proper ſeaſonable Suſtentation 
ind Refreſhment. God comprehended all our Jea* 
bulies, Fears and Exigencies, and foreſaw to what our 
Exerciſes would tempt us and provoke us. He knew 
w difficultly we ſhould prevail upon our ſelves to 


to all him Father, and to obſerve or to appropriate 
od eſe merciful Glances of his propitious Deſigns, 
ben nothing but Clouds, and Storms, and Darkneſs 

id 


ere in the Womb and on the Face of Providence: 
| M | "kad 


And therefore that he might providently obviate and 
prevent theſe diſmal eee ahd Concluſions to 
which our Infirmities and Temptations would other. 
wile inſtigate and prompt us, he hath left this Fs 
therly Exhortation upon record to be our conſtant 
and expedient Cordisl. If then, by all that can he 
Comfortable and Endearing, we are obliged and en. 
couraged by God to keep our Spirits up, and to main- 
tain the Harmony of their Divine Pleaſures, Hope 
and Strength, even in the ſoreſt Trials that our Chri. 
ſtian Race can caſt upon us; where can the Guilt of 
ſtrange Dejections and Retreats be charged, but on 
our ſelves? Can the great God call us Children, 
unleſs he call himſelf our Father too 2 Doth not ere. 
y Relation imply a Correlation? Doth he Dillem- 
ble: that which is not, or Flatter us with empty Names 
and Titles? Iszhe not an Alls ſuffitient Father? Wil 
he not carry it like himſelf in bis aſſumed Relati- 
ons? Speaks he not to us like a Father, even in the 
Bowels and Authority of that Relation? Doth he 


not ſpeak for us to hear, to mind, and live according- 


ly2 Is it ino Conſolation to us, that God avouches 
this Relation with reference to Preſerve us right and 
ckearful, when plunged into the greateſt Trials, and the 
deepeſt Sorrows? Will he Diigrace himſelf in temp 
ting us by ſuch Names and Paſſages, to expect what 
he hath no Heart or Reſolution to ac or give? |t 
not, have you any Cauſe to think him Impotent, 
Unfaichful, or Forgetful in any thing that can con. 
cern your Soul at any time? What then but Negl-- 


gence can dil-ſpirit and deter Men? 


Now for a further Illuſtration and Evidence of this 


Thing, That if we Faint and Droop, tis not through 
Nece//ay, but Negligence. This very Table, to 
which we are approaching, is a clear Proof and De- 


monſt ration. Doth ever God more Speak, or Look, 
or carry himſelf like a Father to us, than when be 


calls us hither, and Entertaint us here? Here is "= 
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and Peace from God our Father, and from the Lord 
| 2zſus 'Chrift ; ſo that tis Ground and Matter for 
very great Thankſgiving, that ſuch abundant Grace 
is given us by Jeſus Chriſt, as that in every thing we 
are enrich'd by him, 1 Cor. 1. 3,—5. Is not a Din- 
ner here prepared? And are not all Things ready 
here? Matth. 22. 4. And Chriſt himſelf the Mat- 
ter and Maſter of this Feaſt, is he not made of God 
to 5, both Wiſdom, Righteouſneſs, Sancti fication, and 
Redemption, and this, that we may Glory in the Lord, 
1 Cor. 1. 30. 31. All the great Deeps of Conſolation 
are here broach'd and broken up, that we with Joy 
may draw Water out of the Wells of Salvation, and 
ſack thoſe Breaſts of Comfort which yield ſuch 
Strength and Satisfaction. Come thou this Day, and 
hear the joyful and refreſhing Sound; beho/d whax 
manner of Love the Father hath beſtowed upon us; 
in making, owning and treating us as Þzs Sors, anc 
ſpeaking Sacramentally to us (with full Relation to 
our Sufferings and Conflicts) as unto Sons, that we 
might neither Faint nor Tire? Here is neither Ele- 
ment, Word nor Action, but it hath its Exhortation 
to us, we want not any thing, but Hearts and Eyes, 
diſpoſed to mind and take what here is ready for, 
and tendred to us: And as to theſe, this Sacramental 
Supper is ſtrangely fitted to diſpoſe them and im- 
prove them. All things look well upon ns, and God 
by all ſpeaks kindly to us, and both his Salutations 
and Entertainments are fruly Fatherly, and every 
way calculated for the Meridian of our, Probationary 
3 of Sorrows, Conflicts and Temptations. For 
ere are e e | 

I, God's dear Son under Sufferings, and then moſt. 
dear when in his greateſt Agonies, Rom. 8. 32. I/aac 
(ais Father's Darling and Peculiar Favourite) is here 
upon the Altar: Chriſt though a Son was Taught 
Obedience by Sufferings, and in the Extremity of 
us Diſtreſs he offered up both Prayers and Supplicati- 
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ons, hoith flrong Cries and Tears, to him that was abl; 
to ſave from Death ; and he was delivered from hi 
great Fear. Heb. 5. 7, — 9. So that you clearly ſee 
that Suffer ings and Solthip are conſiſtent ; and that 
the greateſt Agonies and Diſtreſſes are no Argument 
of Spuriouſneſs or Rejection from the Father's Heart 
and Heritage; and you may ſee how illogical it is to 
infer God's caſting us away from what he lays upon 
us. 5 
2. And this Son given up to Sufferings for us to 
make us his, Rom. 4. 25. Heb. 9. 14, 15. Rem. 6. 
8, —10. 1 Pet. 3. 18. Do we not here See 7eſw, 
made little lower than the Angels, for the Safer. 
ings of Death, crowned with Glory and Honour, and 
taſting Death by the Grace of God for every Man? 
For it became him for and by whom are all things, in 
bringing many Sons to Glory, to make the Captain of 
their Salvation perfeft through Sufferings> for both be 
which ſandliſieth, and they that are ſanctified, are al 
of one ; and therefore be is not aſhamed to call then 
Brethren : Foraſmuch then, as the Children are Parta- 
kers of Fleſh and Blood, be alſo brmſelf likewiſe too 
part of the ſaume, that through Death he might defiriy 
him that had the Power of Death, that is the Devi. 
Heb. 2. 9, —18. Chriſt died not for himſelt, but us, 
that the Secd of Apoſtacy and Rejection might be 
_ pardoned and adopted into their Heavenly Father's 
Conduct, Favour and Protection. So that we need 
not diffidently cry, when we are fore diftreſs'd, 35 
others, Are not theſe Evils come upon us becauſe ile 
Lord our God is not amongſt or for us? A Suttering 
Saviour to make us Sons, Gel. 4. 5. and to procure 
our Pardon, Adoption, and the Holy Glory, is not 
to be accounted by us, a Pledge or Earneſt to be loft: 
What mean theſe bleeding Veins, theſe pierced Sides, 
theſe Wounds and Agonies, and this ſolemn ſtated 
Commemoration of them, but this, that we might 

ſee our canceli'd Bonds, and filial State, and TI, 
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o all the Priviledges, Proviſions and Endearments 
of our Father's Houſe? Had it been in God's 
Thoughts and Purpoſe to have forſaken us in what 
ve are called to ſuffer for our Chriſtian Cauſe, would 
e have ſhewed and given us ſuch things as thele ? 
Vould he have been ſo Prodigal of Royal Blood ? 
The Blood of Jeſus Chriſt himſelf ) or given us ſach 
arge, and lively, and encouraging Accounts of this 
is Fatherly Deſign herein? Or would he have preſs d 
5 (and that by the Wounds and Tongue of his 


j. 6. Nen Son) to ſuch ſerious and repeated Remembran- 
ſus, Wes of this great Myſtery of his Grace and Love? 
fer- No certainly, God would not give and do ſuch migh- 
and y things for nothing; nor would he Sacrifice his 


jon to the Defeatment of thoſe mighty Expectations 
phich he Commands us to ere& hereon. He that 
ath given us Chriſt, will give us all Chriſt died to 
Purchaſe, and all that he roſe again to Proſecute and 
tet, Chriſt Jeſus is here repreſented, .as our Hope 
nd Joy, and ſet before us, as the ſtated Bread of 
irength and Conſolation, Miniſtring highly to all 
nſolation, Confidence and Courage, to make us Pa- 
lent, Stout and Chearful. So that this Cordial may 
revent our Faintings and Dejections. wo 
3. You have here the Bread of Children, and the 
tee Entertainments of a Father's Houſe, 1 Cor. 10. 
6,17, J am (ſaith Chriſt) the Bread of Life : He 
bat cometh to me ſhall never Hunger; and he that 
eleveth on me ſhall never Thirſt, and whoſoever eareth 
y Feſh and drinketh my Blood, hath everlaſting Life, 
nd I will raiſe him up at the laſt Day; for my Fleſh ig 
leat indeed, and my Blood, Drink indeed. He that 


not Neth my Fleſh and drinketh my Blood, dwells in me, 
loſt; Nd 1 77 him. Joh. 6. 35, 54, —56. Bring forth the 
ides, Melt Robe, and the Ring, and put them on him. Kill 
ated Wie fatted Calf, and let us Eat, Lak. 15. 22, — 24. 
ight Nod gives his Son, Chriſt gives himſelf, and 'tis the 
[ile read of the everlaſting Covenant ordered in all 


M 2 things 
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things and ſure, that we are called to Eat, and al 
theſẽ Sacramental Rites and Entertainments are but 
reciprocal Avouchments of fœderal Alliances and De. 
Portments. Tis God your Heavenly Father with 
whom you Feaſt, who by theſe Pledges tells you, that 
if you overcome, you ſhall Inherit all things, and 
that he himſelf will be your Father, and you ſhall be 
his Children, and by virtue of this, great and nex 
Relation which he aſſumes and here avouches, he 
gives aſſurance that all his Name ſhall ſerve thoſe { 
ving and refreſhing Purpoſes which his Son came 2 
bout. Power ſhall Preſerve you in the midſt of Iii 
als, and bear you up againſt the Face, and Force of 
Dangers and Aſſaults, and be exemplified and en. 
gaged in and by your*full Supports: Wiſdom ſhall 
guide you through all the Intricacies of your perpley- 
ing Day. E/al. 3 2. 8. 73. 24. Jam. 1. 5. The Suhtil 
ties of Earth and Hel {hall not Deceive you; their 
Stratagems {hall not Enſnare you, nor ſhall their Craf 
Impoſe upon you: And All- ſufficiency ſhall be your 
conſtant Satisfaction and Supply. Phil. 4. 19. I: wa 
the Sence of this Relation that gave ſuch Spirit toa 
moſt comfortable Prayer. I bow my Knees (faith the 
Apoſtle) to the Father of our Lord Feſws Chriſt, 
rohom the whole Family in Heaven and Earth is named, 
that be would grant you according to the Riches of lit 
Glory, to be ſtrengthned with Might by bis Spirit it 
the inner Man: That Chriſt may dwell, — Eph. 3 
14, — 20. tis 7 hat God, tbat is able to Keep you fron 
Falling, and to Preſent you before the Preſence of bi: 
Glory faultleſs, with exceeding Foy, even ile 
only Wiſe God your Saviour, with whom you hare 
here to do, and whole Right it is to haye Glor), 
Majeſty, Dominion and everlaſting Power aſcribed 
to him. Jude 24, 25. And it is Chriſt whereon ya 
Feaſt with God. He that lyes bleeding here before 
you (as in a Figare) is the Root and Price of you! 
10 merciful Adoption, and the Foundation of = 
Dy THOT-CLEGS ee Ne - 
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Approach to God, and of your Converſing with 
him. And Oh how grateful is the Savour of this Sa- 
crifice; to God and Man! God takes exceeding great 
Delight in this ſo Glorious Demonſtration of his 
Holineſs, ſo full Security to the Ends and Honour 
of his Government, ſo great an Inſtance of his Wiſ- 


* 


dom, ſo rich Advantage to the Glory of his abun- 


dant Grace and Goodneſs, and ſuch a Glorious 
Proof and Illuſtration of the full Harmony of his 
own Name. He looks upon his Son as having re- 
preſented the Glory of his Holineſs , as having aſ- 


r ec * l * 
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ſerted all thoſe Prerogatives and Rights of his ex- 


ated Throne, which were ſo juſtly valuable in his 
own Eyes; and as having merited all the Expreſſions 
of Preſent and Eternal Complacency in himſelf and 
in his Seed. And now it pleaſes him exceedingly to 
ſee his Rights adjuſted even by all that underſtand 
this delegate and mirror of himſelf, and to behold 
how Magnificently the great Deſigns and Purpoſes 
of Goſpel-Grace have been ſubſerved by him. For 
now God can be juſt in juſtifying Sinners; and whilſt 
he ſees his Son, he can call any Sons that Serve and 
Honour Chriſt. When God beholds the lowneſs of 
Chriſt's Condeſcenſions; his Faithfulneſs to God, and 
Zeal for him; his Love to Man, his Wiſdom, Cou- 
rage, Patience and Humility in his whole Underta- 
kings; his regular Conflicts and Encounters, and 
his ſucceſsful Victories: Oh what a Requiem doth he 
ling to his own Heart! Holineſs in all its Parts, and 
Inſtances hath been exemplified and aſſerted; Sathan 
rebuked, conquered and filenced for ever, the World 
contemned and overcome, and Sin condemned in 
the Fleſh, and the Power of holy Principles, Hopes 
and Confolations made manifeſt to all; and a new 
and living Way now conſecrated through the Blood 
of Chriſt: for God and Man to come, and keep 
together; and to part no more, but to abide fix'd in 
the Reciprocal Endearments and Deportments of Fa- 
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ther and Children to Eternity. All this, whilſt here 
commemorated as the Method, Foundation and Aſſu- 
rance of our Adoption to God's Praiſe and Glory, 
it riſes like a Cloud of grateful Incenſe unto God. 
And what Pleaſure may we take in ſuch a Feaſt 
as this! We ſee God reconciled to us, converſing 
with us, provident for us, and every way compaſſio- 
nate towards,; and tender of us, as of the Children 
of his Choice and Joy. Tis nothing now, but thoy 
art ours, and we are thine. All ours are thine to 
honour thee, and all thine ours, to ſave us to the ut- 
termoſt. Behold the Ram of Conſecration, and thou 
wilt ſurely own us to be thy Children: We whilſt 
we look hereon cannot but call thee Father. And 
wilt thou not give thy Children the Proviſions, Con- 
duct, Smiles and Heritage of this Adoption? 0 
what a Pleaſure is it to fee this Covenant of Adoption Ml li 
ſealed, and ſuch Proviſions made and given to feaſt ere 
our Souls and Graces! For none but a Father would WM en 
feaſt his Gueſts thus. . 

4. You have here Obligations laid upon you to tak 
keep up the Spirit of Adoption, to do the Work, 0 
and to live upon the Grace and Hopes of Children. A 
1 Pet. 2. 5, — 9. and Jude 20. 21. Phil. 2. 15. Eph. Bt 
5. I. Rom. 8. 14, — 16. and Gal 4. 6. and 1 Pet. to 
1.13, — I7. It is the Bread of a Covenant which m 
you Eat; and by this commemorated Sacrifice and of 
Feaſt thereon you ſtrike (as Saints) a Covenant with WM I. 
your God. P/al. 50. 5, 16. inward Reverence muſt p 
be maintained, for Majeſty cloaths your Father's P 


Face and Preſence. ender Affections and Re- de 
gards to all your Father's Intereſt, Name and Ho- Hr 
nour are expected, for you are near and dear to V 


him. All true Obedience and Submiſſiveneſs is proper, l 
for your Father is above you. Fervent and frequent 8 
Prayers on all Occafions are expected, for his Ears MW | 
and Heart are open to yon; full Truſt and Confidence : 
maſt you repoſe in him, ſeeing this Relation ay” | 


here 
\ſſy- 
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ow much he hath ſer his Heart upon you, and how 
aturally he careth for you. And great Pleaſuremuſt 


you take in thinking on him, walking with him, 


vaiting for him, and every way in advancing to- 


wards hjm in all proficient Accompliſhments and Acti- 


ons, whereby you may Reſemble, Pleaſe and Serve 
him, and honourably Repreſent him, and be fit'to 
meet him, being every way Conformible to the I- 
mage of his dear Son; for he hath framed and 
adopted you to his Praiſe and Glory: And all your 
Comforts and Supports muſt you derive from him, 
and all your Satisfaction muſt you center in him, as 
one that is already your Heavenly Father in the Lord 
Redeemer; and that will e'er long receive you to 
himſelf, and make you Happy in the Preſence, Vifions, 
and Fruitions of his Glory, You here oblige your 
ſelves to call none Father upon Earth, to caſt off 
every thing that may diſpleaſe him, and miſ-repre- 
ſent him; to ſtick at nothing which he calls you to; 
to doubt of nothing which he promiſes and under- 
takes; and to fear none but him: And to lay up 
your Hearts and Treaſures no where but in Heaven. 
And as the Firſt-born, his only Son our Elder 
Brother is here exhibited and remembred as our A- 
tonement, Hope and Pattern, ſo doth this Sacra- 
ment oblige you, to walk with God in Chriſt, your 
only way ; and to receive your Father*s Orders and 
Injunctions from the Doctrines, Temper and De- 
portment of his Son; and this, that Chriſt may 
Preſent you Spotleſs and Perfect to hi Father, and 
to your c. Oh come not hither then, but in the Spi- 
rit and Deportments of the Sons of God; and as 
wiſely prepared to own afreſh, and ratifie your Ob- 
ligations to demean your ſelves for ever, as the true 
Sons of God; for the Charge and Exhortation 
ſpeaks to you as unto Children Eminently here, 
and fo it leaves your Wearinefs and Faintings at the 
Door of your Unfaithfulneſs and Infidelity, 1 
; r. he 


"Infer. 3. Then the State of Children is a great Pri. 
viledge, and the Product of no ordinary Love. 1 Joh 
3. 1. You ſee our Filiation gives the very Taſte and 
Spirit of great Tenderneſs and Affection to Divine 
Exhortation, that we might hearken thereunto with. 
ot prevailing Diffidence or Conſternation. When 
God ſpake like an awful Soveraign, enrobed with 
Majeſty, ſurrounded with Darkneſs, Clouds and 
Tempeſts, and uttering his Voice from the Mount al 
in Flames; and when with the ſhrill Sound of a Trum. 
pet he aſtoniſhed and ſhook exceedingly all the Tents 
of I/rael, they then defired to hear him ſpeak no 
more, ſo terrible was the Sight and Voice. But noy 
he calls us Children, and ſpeaks to us as to his Chil- 
dren, -as from betwixt the Cherubim, where he hath 
placed Himfelf upon the Throne of Grace and Mer- 
cy; we have here no Terror, but all endearing Ac- 
cents of Affection upon every Word he ſpeaks, in 
that he calls us Children, and ſpeaks to us as ſuch, 
God, when he calls us Sons, infinuates, 1. That we 
are near and dear to him: What ! my Son? The Son 
of my Womb, and Vows? Saith Lemuel's Mother con- 
cerning him, Prov. 31. 2. Followers of God ag dear 
Children, Eph. 5. 1. 2. That we are cared for b) 
God. Tel! Pharoah, thus ſaith the Lord, Iirael 5 
my Son, even my. firſi-born: 1 ſay to thee, Let ny 
Son go, that he may ſerve me; and if thou refuſe 0 
let him go, I will flay thy Son, thy firſt born, Exod. 
4. 22, 23. Whoever ſhall touch a Child, to hurt him, 
touches the Apple of God's Eye, Zach. 2. 8. 3. That 
we may boldly ſpeak to God, and lay our Hearts and 
Caſes out very familiarly before him, Eph. "Ty |. 
19. In Crift we have Boldneſs and Acceſs wit) 
Gn fidence to God our Father through the Faith of 
Chriſt, Eph. 3. k2. and find him near in all we call 
upon bim for, Deut. 4. 7. 4. That we may boldly 
claim of him the Iaheritance of Children in the Hea- 
vens, Lak, 12. 32. Wherefore thou art no more a 

WONG: | Ser- 
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Sruant, but. a Son; and if a Son, then an Heir of 
God through Chriſt, Fare 7- 5. Ad that we ſhall 
unt no Cod. Nothing ſhall be denied us, or in- 
fifted on us, but with regard to our Relation, and 
with Reſpe& to thoſe Ad vantages which ſhall con- 
vince us chat it is the higheſt Honour and Advance- 
ment to he the Sons of God. Oh how reluQant is 
our Heavenly Father to ſpeak diſcouragingly to his 
Children! Relative Bowels and Avonchments ſhall 
preface every Exhortation, and inſpire it, and order 
every thing anſwerably thereunto. Who could not 
therefore praiſe his God for this Relation to him, 
and count himſelf the N Man when he diſcerns 

himſelf to be a Child of God, and ſpoken 'to as 
ſuch? And who would not greatly covet and endea- 
vour after this Relation, that underſtands, and ſeriouſ- 
ly reflects upon himſelf? And who can comprehend 
the vaſt Dimenſions of this Love? Slaves, Beggars, 
and rejected Criminals thus adopted and faluted, 
ſhould ſtrangely touch the Hearts of thoſe that have 
the Sonſhip. e 
Infer. 4. How careful ſhould we be that nothing, 
Ir in, or from us, have any other Language but what 
I becomes the Sons of God? Phil. 2. 15. All Tem- 
5 pers, Words and Actions ſhould be ſuch, as that we 
4 
0 


may thereby make it evident that we are the Children 
of our Heavenly Father, Mat. 5. 44, 45. It is a ſe- 
vere Expoſtulation, and grounded upon foul Miſcar- 
riages, and high Charges that Mo/es uſes, when 
he ſaith, That our God is a God of Truth, without 
Iniquity, juſt and right. But Iſrael have corrupted 
themſelves ; their Spot is not the Spot of his Children, 
they are a perverſe and crooked Generation. But, 
Do ye thus requite the Lord“ ( faith he) 
O fooliſh People and umviſe ? Is not he thy Father 
that hath bought thee? Hath he not made thee, and 
eſtabliſid thee ? Deut. 3 2. 4,—6. Surely, _ 
the God and Father of our Lord Jeſas —_ 
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bleſſed us with all Spiritual Bleſſings in him, andchy 
ſen us, that we ſbould be Holy and without Blame be. 
fore him in Love, who hath predeſtinated ws 15 
the Adoption of Children by Feſus Chriſt to bimſelf 
according to the good Pleaſure of bis Will, to the 
Praiſe of the Glory of his Grace, wherein he hat) 
made us accepted in the beloved, Eph. 1. 3,—6. we 
ſhould walk worthy of this high and holy Calling 
and Relation, Eph. 4. 2,—6. If God's Word of Ex- 
| horration ſpeak to us as unto Children, the Lan- 
guage of our Practice ſhould not be as if we had re- 
jetted or renounced our Father. God ſpeaks afte- 
ctionately and mildly, as if he loved us dearly, and 
. providently cared for us, and ſhall our Spirits and 
Behaviours publiſh and prove the Extinction of the 
Love of God in us? Oh let us not be irreverent, 
ſelfiſh, falſe or trifling in any thing that concerns our 
Father, leſt the Excuſſion of our filial Temper put its 
Tremendous Period unto that Relation. The Spirit 
of Nabal, and his rough Actions and Expreſſions, 
will ill become the Sons of God. If we by virtue of 
our Chriſtian Calling are not to render Evil for Evil 
to the Sons of Belial, but rather Bleſſings, much leſs 
ſhould we render Evil to our Heavenly Father for 
all the rich and elegant Expreſſions of his Paternal 
Love by Words and Deeds. Take therefore nothing 
ill your Father ſpeaks or doth. Be it Good or Evil 
that comes upon us from the Hand of God, we muſt 
be bleſſing God, and ever ſpeaking and conceiving 
honourably of our Heavenly Father. Grudge him 
not any thing that he requires of you to give him, 
or to do for him. Thy Vill be done, Oh Heavenly 
Father, ſhould be our genuine and conſtant Cry. 
Diſtruſt him not in what he promiſes or undertakes. 
Tis good Security that this Relation gives yov, that 
nothing ſhall befal you to your Detriment and 
Shame. No faithful tender-hearted Father can for- 
get his Children, much leſs can God forſake, or any 
$1 ways 
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js forget his adopted ones. Trifle not with him in 
guy thing that you engage in, either with or for him. 


But more particularly, | 3 

I. Walk in the Spirit and Power of filial Gratitude, 
and be ye Followers of God as dear Children, Eph. 5. I. 
Let Love conſtrain you to Obedience, and let your A- 
ions be meet and generous Inſtances of great and 
hearty Thankfulneſs 125 this your Priviledge and Ho- 
nour of being the adopted Sons of God. Blameleſs and 
harmleſs aa the Sons of God. It is moſt incongruous that 
you ſhould be Children, and no Reſemblances of your 
Father, God loves the Impreſſions and Reflections of 
his own Image, and he obliges us by the Mercies and 
Advantages, unto the Services and Duties of our fi- 
lial Relation to himſelf. How diligent and hearty 
mas the Son of God, our elder Brother, in his Father's 
Buſineſs ? Luk. 2. 49. and are not we commanded 
and obliged to grow up to him in every thing? 
Fob. 4. 15. *Tis whilſt we abide in him that we are 
tie Sons of God; and if this abiding be profeſſed 
by us, it lays no ſlender Bonds upon us to conform 
to him, 1 John 2. 6. Did we but know the Depths, 
the Riches and Dimenſions of this adopting Grace 
and Love, the Spirit of Ingenuity and Gratitude could, 
izver be ſo weak and chill in us, as not to urge and 
prompt us to the moſt genuine Returns thereto. For 
greater Kindneſs never could be ſhewed us here, 
than to participate of this Goſpel Grace. And 
ere we priviledged and enfranchiſed thus, to be 
continual Provocations to him that thus adopts into 
the glorious Liberties and Immunities of the Sons 
of God 2 Have we this great Preferment to cheriſh 


and maintain the Spirit of  Be/za/ in us? Can any. - * 


thing be thought too much for him that gives us all, 
and that (when he might have rejected us from the 
Station of hired Servants). hath ſet us high in his own n 
Heart and Family? God's ſpeaking to us as unto 
Children, plainly informs us, that the very Name of 
5 h TTT 
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Children is ſufficient to juſtifie all a Father's Claim 
to all a Child can do. And the very mentionet 
| Avouchment and Acknowledgment of this Relation 
is as a Womb impregnated” with all that is fit t 
make us fruitful in all Teftitmotiies' of filial Faithful 
neſs and Affections. Do not then grudge your Fe. 
ther any thing, but reckon all but reaſonable Ser. 
vice that he calls you to, Rom. 12. 1,4. How ca 
vou put your Father off with Flatteries, or with the 


Fragments of your Time and Labours? Is it a ft 5 
Requital of your Father's Grace and Bowels to ſerre ou 
him ſparingly, and with an alicnated Heart? When def 


you but only ſpeak him fair, or give him the Offals , 
of your Time and Talents; when "tis but now and — 
then that you appear and act for him, and do it then 
as if you grudged him every thing; when you can * 
indefatigably purſue the Intereſt of the World and 
Fleſn, and ſerve your Luſts and Pleaſures with greater 7 
Eagerneſs and U aweariedneſs than you can ſerve your Ml ” 
God; Is this a fit Requital of your Father? No, tis but I 2d 
to pour out Contempt on God, and on the State and yy 

Fw ST - =: , 
2. Commit your All unto your Father's Care and 
Conduct, Phil. 4. 6, 7. Commit the keeping of your F 
Souls to him, and caſt your Care upon him, 1 Per, 
4. 19. 5. J., Take no Thought, faying, What ſhall! i | | 
ze eat or drink—for your Heavenly Father knows that ill la 
you have need of all theſe things, Matth. 6..32,—34. 
Providence for you is your Fither's Work; his nd 
Al-ſufficiency is his Stock, and his Relation and Af. Ch; 
fection to you will prompt him to regard you, and WI ve 
makes your Jealouſie and Diſtruſt both criminal 
and needleſs. He calls you Children, that he might Go 
thereby mind you, and convince you of his Tender- 
neſs and Care concerning you: And he adopted you Chi 
into this Relation, that he might carry you in his Bl 1 
Arms through all the Feriods of your Perplexities ler 


and Temptations here, to Glory. And can you 
think 
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hink that he who hath put ſuch relative Inſtins in- 


o his Creatures, as prompt them to all merciful Re- 


gards unto their indigent Off- ſpring, hath taught them 


o be kinder than himſelf? Even the Sea-Monſters 
raw forth their Breaſts, they give ſuck, to their 


hung ones, Lam. 4. 3. And will the God of Ten- 


lernefs abandon all merciful Reſpects unto the Chil- 


dren of his own Holineſs, Delight and Choice? 
Mind' you your Work, and truſt your Father with 


what concerns Protection, Succour and Supplies. 
See Pfal, 84. 11. Prov. 3. 5,—7. Truſt in him at all. 
times, pour out your Heart before him, God is a 
Refuge for us, Pſal. 62. 8. Is it not enough for us 
that "God hath ſaid, They ſhall be mine in the Day 
that Tmake up my Fewels; and I will ſpare them ata. 
Man ſpares his own Son that ſerves him? Then. 
hull ye return, and diſcern betwixt the righteous, 
and the wicked; and betwixt him that ſerveth God, 
and him that ſerveth bim not, Mal. 3. 17, 18. All, 
our diſtracting torturing, Cares arc both unneceſſary 
and provoking, and all our Diffidence in the Way 
of Duty is vain indeed: For it hath, no Ground to 
warrant it, and no Good to be obtained by it. Di- 
ſ1yſtireflects Diſhonour and Contempt on Ged, as 
if he were impotent or unfaithful; and all ſuch 
Thoughts are but Infirmity and Self- Diſgrace, and 
Loſs in their ultimate Computations and Reſults. 
Pal. 7). 7 10. And what can our inordinate Cares, 
exceſſive Fears, and out extravagant Solicitations 
and Contrivances, effect for us at laſt? They are but 
Chaff in the Womb, and Stubble in the Birth. | Had 
we no Father, there might be ſome Plea ; but whilſt 
our Heavenly Father lives, (who is effentially Life it 
ſelf our Confidence need not, for our Supplies 
cannot fail: And whilſt he ſpeaks to us, as unto his 
Children, he thereby doth legitimate and encourage 
al our Recumbencies and Repolgs in himſelf. Gh 
ave it then with him whether we ſuall live or die, 


be full or empty; and when, where and how our 
Succours and Supports are to ſpring in on us. Mind 
r your Father, for he will remember his 
ons. W V e 
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3. Speak you to God as Children to a Father when 
you pray to him. Mat. 6. 9. for the Spirit of Adop- 
tion is the Spirit af Prayer. Rom. 8. 15, 16,—26, 
27. Oh let this Spirit be preſerved in Exerciſe 
Jude 20. and let no Gries come up from you to God, 
but what are formed hereby. Jam. 4. 3. The Spirit of 
Sons will make you cry like Children, for nothing 
inconvenient, when you once underſtand it; for the 
beſt things with the greateſt Importunity, Conſtancy 
and Feryour ; and for very thing, proportionably 
to all its regular Ends and Uſes. The Santli fication 
of God's Name, the Coming of bis. Kingdom, and the 
Accomphſhment and Pleaſing of. his Will, are the chief 


Matter of our moſt ultimate and intenſe Deſires; for 


tis our Heavenly Father that we call upon, and the 
the reſt come in their Places, and the Doxology 
[ Thine is the Kingdom—} is both the Rule and Mo- 
tive of Deſires. Now where this Spirit of Adopti- 


on dwells, it firſt conforms the Heart to God, and 


drenches It in the Spirit of Religion, and then out 
of theſe Heavenly Waters are formed thoſe wing- 
ed Fowl (holy Deſires) that make their vigorous, 
ſwift and bold Aſcents to God. And whilſt his Inte- 
_ reſt and Warrant do wing our Prayers, they will be 
proſperous, warm and lofty. Let nothing therefore 
mortifie or adulterate the Spirit of Prayer. Inter- 
miſſions abate our Strength and Skilfulneſs in Prayer. 
Carnal inordinate Deſires after any thing for ſiniſter 

eſpects, corrupt the Breath, and rot the Inwards 
of Prayer; and in time they will deſtroy the Vitals 
of It: And the Spirit of Slavery and Bondage keeps 
Prayer mean and low. He that is afraid to call God 
Father, will tremble to approach to his Preſence, 
and he will loſe the Scent and Pleaſure of Wanne 


#hich he offers up to God. And Prayer it ſelf will 
he reſtrained through Want of Confidence. He 
that values not his Father's Intereſt and Favour at 

the higheſt Rate, ill dreadfully prevaricate in 
Prayer, and make his Defires too flat and languid, 
to get up high enough, and to ſucceed in the De- 
ſigus thereof; but if the ſinful tbe 4 of a fleſhly 
Mind and Heart be twiſted with thoſe other Pray- 
ers that have their Errand about the Matters o 

God's Name and Kingdom, Oh how will the Box 
of precious Ointment. ſtink when once - ſuch Flies 
are got into it! Well; to conclude. Let your 
Prayers riſe to God like pure and daily Incenſe. 
Remember your Relation to God, with his Avouch- 
ments of it, and his merciful ReſpeCts thereto. Let 
nothing then prevent, corrupt, or daunt, or inter- 
mit your frequent, fervent and confident Reſorts 
to God. He is your Father, you may therefore call 
upon him, and expect his Antwer and Returns to 
prayer; but requeſt nothing of him but what is fit 


for him to give, and you to ask, as you are like and 


dear to Him, and devoted to his Intereſt, Will and” 
NS wh ee 
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"SERMON VII. 
4: e 


=== My Sor, deſpiſe not thow ths Ch nings of the 
Lord, nor faint when thou yur gr of 


him. 


XIX) k are now in Courſe to conſider the thing 
Y cexhorted to, viz. Deſpiſe not, &c.—Where 
are, I, The Matter of this Exhortation, neither de- 
ſpiſe nor faint. II. The ſpecial Exigents and Trial. 
which here are mentioned, as the peculiar Seaſon of this 
equal Temper, when chaſtned and rebuked. III. The 

Hotzves inducing them hereunto, which are, 1. God's 
| Intereſtedneſs in their Temptations: For they are 
chaſtned and rebuked of him. He chaſtens and cor- 
rects them, though by the Hands of both his Enemies 
and theirs: And therefore he knows what they can 
do, what they would do, if permitted; what they 
ſhall do in purſuance of his merciful Purpoſes and 


Deſigns to his ſuftering Children, though unknown 


to, and no Ways purpoſed by the Sons of Bell. 
Va. 10:6, 7. How much and how long his Childrens 
Strength can bear, and what Proportions of Exer- 
_ ciſes, Temptations and Diſtreſſes his Childrens Good 
requires. 2. His Childrens Intereſt in their Father, 
and his paternal Kindneſs and Reſpects to them. 
For, 1. He owns them to be Children, and at ſuch 
a time, even when tempted/ and diſtreſs d. And, 
2. He gives them ſuch Coufiſels and Injunctions as 
are truly fatherly; to do what (Cæteris paribus) 
is poſſible, needful, uſeful, and every way rr 

| . _ 


\ 


to themſelves and others. Lou ſee then that, 
J. The Perſens here concerned are God, and per- 
ſccuted Chriſtians, who are Men, Sinners, Conver- 
ted, and ſo made Chriſtians, under Sufferings, and 
prone to Unequalneſs and Exceſſes one way or other, 
in their Spitirs, if not prevented by ſuch Admoni- 
tions; and God in all theſe Matters is related to 
them, and concerned with and for them. II. The 
Things wherein they are concerned are, 1. Trials, 
wherein God is an Agent, they are Patients. 2. Coun: 
ſel, 1. Given by God as a compaſſionate Father to 
them as endangered Sons, unleſs thus counſelled. 
2. To be taken by them: So that here are, I. Chaſt- 
nings and Rebukes, The Gaufe whereof is Sin: The 
Matter, Bitter and Afflictive, the End is Trial, Refor- 
mation and Amendment. As: theſe relate to Sin, as 
criminal and offenſive, ſo they, are Paunipments : 
But as they are directed to the Good of Children, 
thovgh' peccant) fo they are Chaſtnings and Corre- 
ions. For theſe Trials and Troubles are denomi- 

nated from their chief Deſign and End. As, 2, The 

deepeſt Reſentments, and moſt effectual Rejections 
of Sins paſt. 2. Prevention of future Provocations. 

3. Greater Heavenlineſs in Spirits and Practices. 

And, 4. More thorough Care for Blameleſneſs, and 

right Preparations. for their Inheritance in Heaven. 

5. The Demonſtration of God's Holineſs in his im- 

partial Dealings, even with his own. 6. The meet 

Vindication of Chriſtianity, from its being charged 

with countenancing or complying-with any Impur}- 

ties or Diſorders. - - And, 7. Shewing forth the 

matchleſs and unimitable Excellence, Re ity and 

Power of "Chriſtian Principles, Graces, Rules and 

Hopes, and many things of the like Teadency and 

Nature. II. Here are Counſels given, neither to des 

foife-fior aum Not to be ſtupid, ſtuhborn, or ſe- 
ehre, as if thefe- Chaſtaings were contemptible and 

uſeleſs:) Nor ge bo h F pfrited or dh et, 5 # 

a | 2 2 


esse 
they were intolerable through their Continuance ot 
Weight. And, III. Here are the Arguments and Mc. * 
tives which back this Exhortation. 1. Tis God that loſe 
ſtrikes.” 2. He ſtrikes his Children. 3. He cas 
them Children, whilſt they are rebuked of him, 
And, 4. What he lays upon them is but the Rod of gers 
Chaltiſement, with a Deſign to do them good, and 1 
make them better, and every way to fit them for his Mot 1 
Service here, and for his Rewards in Heaven, Now and 
becauſe this Exhortation is fetch'd from Prov. 3. 11. ßes? 
and ſeeing our Author here follows the Greek Tran. be n 
{lation of the Lxx there, I will briefly paraphraſe or W App 
confider both. DOE HORS. 
My Son,] n from MA edificavit. For Parents Mp, 
build up an Houſe, Ruth 4. 11. and that both by Ge. bear 
neration, and Conduct or Education, Eph. 6. 4. And tons 
when Children miſdemean themſelves, they almoſt W 
loſe their Names, (as ſome obſerve upon the Conſo- Mr 
nants being left out, in 2 Kin. 19. 37.) Hence the WM The 
Relation binds to obſerve Inſtructions, Dęſpiſe nu WM Lan 
thou] OR8DRN "x from de cum Fey rejicere Ml Ame 
tanguam vile & contempium quid. And I is the Won 
ſame with N), only affetfum quendam majorem expri- N the ( 
mit (faith Marinus Brixiani in Arca Noe.) The Wind 
' Lxx render it by ## Oaryars have not a little care. ¶ the | 
Aquila by tin droAoxiuaco, Ne repudia in Elefiont, ¶ ons 


vel ab officio tanquam indignum rejice. Symmachns WM 1. 
wh doi, Non detrudes tanquam ex loco vel grad. and 
alttore. God's Rods they are very ſmart and hea- D 


vy. Sore Sickneſſes, and of long Continuance, Deut. al! | 
28. 59. Sore Judgments,” Ezek. 14. 21. A mighty Cha 
| Hand, 1 Pet. 5. 6. NE | 


* 


la other Places the Lxx render this bed by debate, WH hor 
1 Kin. 8. J. and iExv/%a, Nude 9. 38. 1 Kin. 10. 10. J Stir 
"Which is, to /e at nougb ... 


I be chaſtninę of the Lordi] r . 0D C ma I far 


Keie] from W Vincivit, verbo, vel virga erudivil. i of \ 
Hence, the Noun imports Inſtruction-and Correcti- 
* 8 1 1 


on, 
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los, as from a Loving Father. Which Manaſſes 


found, 2 Chron. 33. 11,—13. See Fal. 94. 12. 
Neither faint. } Ip ON) An. ixats. Be not 
ſed; as thoſe that are faint or frighted (as that 


ſcarouſing Prince was, Dan. 5. 8.) U Syzaxioys 


Theodot. Non male eris affeltis, as Heſychins ren- 
ders the Greek Word. The Hebrew comes from 
ri Spina, Hol. 10. 8. Be not reſtleſs as in a Bed 
of Taorns, toſſing your Thoughts, your Sentiments 
and Reſolutions to and fro. For the Hebrew ſigni- 
hes Taedet, as well as Nauſeam haburs. Ina word, 
be not ſtartled at the ſudden Proſpect or ſurprizing 
Approaches of theſe Chaſtnings. Think them not 
ſtrange, 1 Pet. 4. 12. Be not afraid of ſudden Fear, 
Prov. 3. 25. And be not tired and diſ- ſpirited with 
heavy and long Trials, with long and ſmart Tempta- 
tions, 1 C. 10. 13. Cal. 1. 11. 1 „„ 

When thou art rebuked of him] IrT Mama from 
NY importing Debate, Reproof, and Preparation. 
The Lxx and my Text) de dert eb. See 
Ian. 3. 39. Conviction and Reproof, in order to 
Amendment, take in the whole of this ſignificant 
Word. And now we ſee the Text is great and full, 
the Counſel truly fatherly, and the Deſign both great 
and gracious. And I. have been the longer upon 
the Explication of the Terms, to lay my Fouadati- 
ons for what I have to ſay more deep and large. 

1. Not to deſpiſe, noris counſel truly fatherly, 
and not to be forgotten by ſuffering Chriſtians. Or, 

Doct. It is God's gracious Charge and Counſel to 
al his ſuffering Children, that they deſpiſe not bis 
Chaſining, nor faint when they are Rebuked of him- 
And he doth herein ſo like a Father, as that we never 
ſhould forget his Counſel. In Deut. 8. 5, 6. No 
Ship moves ſteadily or ſafely without its Ballaft. 
God would not have our Spirits like ventilated or un- 
kttled Waves, toſsd VP and down with every Blaſt 
of Wind, nor at the Mercy or Command of every 

3 dg <5. 3-7: 


182 HEBREWS vii. 5. 
Storm and Tempeſt, Jam. I. 6. It is the Property WM: 
of his Favourites, and a Promiſe to them, That Un 
fall not be afraid of evil Tydings, but that then der 
Hearte be fixt, truſting in God. His Heart ſhall l{Mtlc 
eftabliſh?d, ' he ſhalt not be afraid, F/al. 112, 6,660 
An even Temper muſt be gotten, exerciſed and kept {Wand 
Our Hearts, if Rods be diſtant, then they rrife; if! 
gear, they ſtartle; if on us, then we either murmur, \ur 
or fall quite under them. If Rods be iht and ſmall i Bu 
we flight them; if great and ſmart, we melt auq fi ſon 

But what we deſerve and need. we are to bear com C 
poſedly. God, by this very Word of Exhortation, ff 19 
Would have vs to know, that we are as well to lookf 216 
for the Diſcipline and Corrections of his Rod ane 
Scepter, as the Proviſions of his Houſe and Tabt, Lin 
He ſpall cry to me, Thou art my Father, my God, aii © 

the Rock of my Salvation; and I will make him 7 fro 


Irſt. born, and higher than the | Kings of the Earl 
"My Mercy will J keep for him for ever; and m GO I] 


venant ſhall ſtand faſt with him. Tet, if bis Children the 
 Jorſake my Law, and walk not in my Judgments, | 
They break my Statutes,and keep not my Commandments 
' then will I vifit their Tranſereſſions with the Rod, aui e 
their Iniguity with & b Nevertheleſs my Loving 8 
- kindneſs will I not utterly take from him, nor ſuffer u Pl 
Faith 7 60 to fail. My Covenant twill I not break, i Le 
 . alierthe thing that is gone out of my Lips, Pſ. 89.26, 
34. And as we are to expect them, fo we ſhall fn c 
them tedious to Fleſh and Blood, and ſuch as will pil 0 
us greatly to it, to demean enn If u 
'Diſcipline, in Condeſcenſion to humane Frailty, ® te 


_ temiſs, how apt are we to make. it nothing th 11 
the Hand of God js gone out againſt us? Thus wh | 
$0243 Hand. of T/tef e e 
- And when we have a faint, "h:caule of a U ten Prof p. 

The of it, we put it ofttitiſes further off from i 
Fer grg ke to find it, and Gor eee MN + 
Ar gre no *commentarate wich ies true Sze ant 
K Sg og 7 Bra fect fed brews * Meaſure: 
; . r* | 
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Meaſure. And ſometimes, though it look big upon 
ys through its Nearneſs to us, yet we can impu- 
dently face it, without ſach provident Regards 
thereto, as ſhall awaken us to be ſo ſenſible thereof, as 
to comport therewith: And then our Obfiaacy 
and Contempt turns to the Aggravation of our 
Stupidity and Folly. But if the Diſcipline reach ns, 
ſurprize us, and preſs hard upon us, then we (like 
Bullocks unaccuſtomed to the Yoke) grow quarrel- 
ſome and impatient. We then arraign and challe 
God, ſeek Help from zypr, and tercely break 
Yoke which we ſhould meckly bear, wiſely improve, 
and. faithfully comport withal. Self- Tenderneſs 
and Eſtimation make us tranſgreſs the Stints and 
Limits of compoſed Spirits; and our exceſſive Love 
to Creature-Solaces and Embraces are apt to Keep us 
from being reconciled to the Coſt of Godlineſs. 
And thus we forget God's Kindneſs and Compaſſions 
to his Children, and his providential Hand in all 
their Chaſtnings and Rebukes, and then all his Con- 
ſolations paſs for nothing with us. Now that theſe 
dangerous [nordinacies might be obviated and pre- 
rented, God gives this fatherly Exhortation to us, 
to provoke us to preſerve this equal Temper in our 
Spirits, in Conſcience of the Diſcipline, and the 
great Ends thereof; his Hand therein, and his Rela- 
tion, and ſuitable ReſpeUs to us thereby. 
Auer. 1. What are theſe Chaſtnings and Rebukes 
> God which we muſt not deſpiſe nor faint un- 
2 5 | | 
1. They are the Diſpenſations of afflicting Provi- 
dences, ſomething grievous to be born by Fleſh and 
Blood, Heb. 12. 11. Sore Judgments, great Diſtreſs, 
a mighty Hand, and terrible to Sence; as Plunderings, 
Waſtings, Confinements, - Reproaches, Bonds, and 
Death it felf, and all awaking Harbingers of the King 
of Terrors. For though God puniſhes Singers by a 
kad Dereliction of them; and ſo a conſequent Re- 
F N * ſignment 
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ſignment of them to Sathan and their own Corrup 
tions, and by permitting them to take their Swing in 
Carnal Pleaſures and Corruptions, yet this is not 
the ordinary Way of chaſtning his Children, but r. 
ther ſuch Sequeſtrations of their natural Comforts 
From them, and ſuch ſevere Inflictions of ſenſible 
Evils and Diſtreſſes on them, as ſhall conſtrain then 
to lament, and mourn, and reliſh Gall and Worn: 
wood in their Cups, and almoſt pine away through 
ſenſible Sorrows, Cares and Fears. Such as Hunger, 
Nakedneſs, and Cold, and Thirſt, c. 
2. Theſe Chaſtnings are oft (as here) effected by 
the Hands of evil Perſons, J/a. 10. 5. Thus Hannu 
was affiicted by Peninnab, Iſaac by Iſhmael; David 
8 Abſalom, and many other Sons of Belidl 
So Daniel and all thoſe Martyrs in Heb. 11. the 


Apoſtles and Primitive Chriſtians not excepted. 


Thus hath the Tur been the Scourge of the Eaſtern, 
and the Pope of the Weſtern Churches. When God 
takes off Reſtraints, unreaſonable wicked Men wil 
ſhew their Teeth, expreſs their Rage, and effect al 
pernicious Purpoſes and Deſigns, Jahn 16. 2. Mat. 
5. 1, 12. Sathan will bruiſe the Heel, and the 
Sting will be darted from the Tongues and Hand: 
of evil-minded Men. For how could one chaſe a 
Thouſand, or the Rod of the Wicked peach or reſt 
upon the Backs of the Righreous, except their Rock 
nad ſold them, and left them in their Hands? 
3. No Chaſtnings amongſt the Sons of Men, bat 
vrhere Sin hath been before. P/al. 39. 11. No 
"faultleſs, and thereupon no unchaſtiſed Sons. Our 
God will have us know that our Revolt from him 
is bitter. Jer. 2. 19. and the belt have Sin enough 
to juſtiſie the ſharpeſt Diſpenſations and Rebukes. 
- There'is.a Grain of the Calf in every bitter Cup, 
7 beef oke, We, all of us, have Sins, 


- Blows, ''Bome Mene T. we read upon 

0 wo. # 7 4 : 4 0 
Blows. Mene 1efgel may we read upon our 
WWW 
c N 991 f 


the terrible Memorials: may be reviyed b/ 
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walls, when God ſhall kindle” Flames | amongſt us. 
Something neglected or committed contrary to Law, 
and herein Chaſtnings are truly Puniſhments of 


not | 
fortz 4 But they are Chaſtnings and Corrections as 
fible M calculated and inflicted for our greater Good than 
hem Hurt. Zeb. 12. 10. and /a. 27. 9. Their Culti- 
orm. vation, Reformation, and Salvation, are the great 
ugh things intended. God's Diſcipline is framed and 


uſed not to deſtroy them, but refine them; and 
bad things are inflicted to prevent worſe, and to 
| by WW prepare for better things. For God will have his 
nab Children ſenfible of their Duty, Eſal. 119. 67, 71. 
wid and afflicted for their Folly. When as Man 
ia vas in Affliction, he be/ought the Lord bis Gad, and 
the humbled himſelf greatly before the God of his Fathers. 
red, in 2 Chron. 33. 12. See alſo Fer. 31. 18, 19. Lan. 3. 

39, 40. Lak. 15. 16, — 18. To make them do no 
30d more ſo Fooliſhly, Job 34. 31, 32. but to make 
will WM them mind cheir Father's Work and Pleaſure, Heb. 
all MW 12. 9. and to Proſecute the Goſpel's Intereſt and 
lat. Credit, and their own Concern and Welfare in Eter- 
the MW nity with greater Warmth and Reſolution, Act. 16. 
nd; 30, 3 1. Though there be great things laid upon them, 
do ſtartle, pinch them, and awaken them, yet no- 
eſt W thing ſhall be laid upon them to diſcourage and de- 
xk ſtroy them. Their Graces muſt be exerciſed and im- 
proved, their Duties done, their Snares diſcovered 
and avoided, their mortal Foes reſiſted, and great 
Temptations worthily encountred to llluſt rate and 
Commend thoſe noble Principles of Activity and 
Conduct, which God hath by his Word and Spirit 
ingenerated and emplanted in them. No Worm- 
wood ſhall be laid upon the Breaſt to ſtarve them, 
but to wean them from their Dotages. God ſees no 
other way ſo fit as this to rectiſie their dangerous 
Miſtakes, and to compoſe their Spirits for the beſt 
R 
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Intereſt, we are apt to take our Reſt in Filth aut 
Vanity, to play the Wantons in the Embraces of thoſe 
Drrlings which onght to be divorced and raviſhe( 
from us, and to turn ſecure 'in our prohibited Re. 
poſes. We fix our Paradiſe in Babylon and gyn, 
and ofttimes leave the Ark to ſeek a Reſting-place i- 
on ,the Sinds; and therefore muſt we meet with 
Storms and inundations, with lamentable Checks and 
Diſappointments to our inferior Hopes and Joys; 
and be ſent here like Starvelings and corredted Pro- 
digals, to ſeek for Bread even in our Fathei's Houſe, 
Our fad Experience muſt inform us of the Vanity of 


all Men and Things ; and tell us roundly that we 
have no Hope and Joy but God in Chriſt; no Hom: 


but Heaven; and no meet Exerciſe or Harveſt but 
our proficient Holineſs and frujrfol Righteopſneks if 
ſued in our Introduction into our Father*s Houſe, 
5 "Theſe: Chaſtnings and Rebukes are called the 
Lord's, as they are cauſed, or Wiſely managed ty 


him, Fer. 7. 12. Amos. 3. 6. Some Evils are inflicted 


by the more immediate Hand of God, as Blaſtings, 
Peſtilences, the Flames of Sodom, the Drowning of 


the Old World, and all the Plagues of egypt. 


Corabs Diſtruction, aud the Ruin of Aaron's Sons, 
with many other Inſtances. Some Evils are again 
inflicted by the Mediation of Subordinate Inſtruments, 
and that either things, as the lighting f the Axs 
Head upon By-ſtanders, c. or Perſons, and they 
either by ſpecial Impulſe and Cammiſſion, as in the 


Caſe: of Phi acas, who ſtruck Zimri and Cozbi dead, 


or by ordinary ſtated Delegation aud Command, 3 
when the Magiſtrate ' by Qttice- executes his Penal 


Laws: Or by Permiſſion, or other providential Inſti- 


gations ; ſuch as ariſe from Paſhions, Intereſt, or 


_ Advantages falling in.conveniently for bad Mens Exe. 


cntions of their pernicious Deligss, which God 


dimfelf could hinder, but will not do it, as when 
God's Enemies and ours have. Strength and Oppor- 


Tunity, 
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tunity, and are left to Sithan's Irritations, and their 
own revengeful Paſſions, under his furious Inſtiga- 
viſhed tions: As in the Caſe of Chriſt who was delivered 
d Re. up into the Hands of Pilate, and the eue: And 
Oft, further, God ſtill reſerves the Power and Preroga- 
e Up-: tive in his own Hands, of letting aut or ſt inting the 

with Rage and Fury of his Enemies, and ours, and of or- 
S and i dering all their furious Aſſaults and Oppoſitions to 


Joys; his own Praiſe, and to the Benefit of his People, 
Pro- tal. 76. 10. Rom. 99428 Ia. 10. 12. 1 Pet. 1. 8, 7. 
louſr, And God ſo Circumſtantiates; and Times, and Mana- 
ot ges the Wrath of Men, as that they are made his Rod 
C we Bi and Scourge to plead the Queariels of his violated 
lome WM Covenant, and his neglected Iatereſt and Work. 
but i And I will ſet my Face againſt you, and ye ſhall be 


ſain before your Enemies: And they that hate you, 
ſhall reign Der you; and ye ſhall fly when none pur- 


ee; becauſe my Statutes are deſpiſed, and your Souls 
h abbor my Judgments ; ſo that ye will not do all my 


Commandments, but that ye break myCovenant. And 
uiii bring a Sword upon you that ſhall avenge the 
t "Quarrel of my Covenant, Levit. 25. 15, — 25. But 
N. then uncircumciſed Hearts are bumbled, and when 
"ns il the Puniſhment of Intquity is accepted, then ſhall my 
all WW Covenant be remembred, Ver. 41, 42. Seeing then 
15, i that every Rod is at our Father's Beck, that he can 
change, reſtrain, and order the Spirits and Parpoſes 
© WH of Men, and bound the Progreſs and Attempts of 
he their fierce Hearts at Pleaſure, and ever keep his Eye 
0, on all their Enterprizes, Purpoſes, and Contrivances, 
% W f as that nothing can be ated or effected but by his 
al Order or Permiſſion; the Rods are truly his. 
Quer. 2. What is here intended by not deſpiſing 
the Chaſtnings of the Lord 
1. Look not upon them as too Contemptible to be 
rc ee ba Nawe and WWD, Abc fubkt We be 
Fͤͤͤͤ ˙²˙ FE, GN a SLE EL S £7 is 
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bis Fear. God is Zealous, and the Lord Revenge; 
the Lord Revengeth and is Furious. -The Lord i; 
flow to Anger but great in Peace. His Way: is i 
the Whirlwind, and in the Storm; and the Clouds ar 
the Duft of his Feet. Who can fland before his li 
dignation? And who can abide (or ſtand up) in the 
fierceneſs of his Anger? His Fury is poured ou 
like Fire, and the Rocks are thrown down by hin. 
Neb. 1. 2,—6. And when he groeth' Cures who 
then can make Trouble? And when be hides bis Face, 
who then can bebold him? Be it againſt Man or N.. 
tion, Fob 34. 29. God can ſtrike to make us feel. 
He that chaftiſeth the Heathen, ſhall not he Corref ? 
Who is too 2ſeful to be ſpared? Or who too good 50 
to be corrected or quarrelled with by God ? And Ms þ 
ſes, that mighty Man and fingular Favourite, yer 
died upon the Borders of the Land of Promif; 
And Aaron's Sons, though Prieſts, yet periſhed u .! 
the Altar. Claim not Impunity till you be Innocent; ; 
and think not of Triflings under, or ſporting with of 
divine Rebukes, until your Backs, and Shoulders, , 
(and Hearts roo) be ſtronger than your Maſters were, 5 
No Shield or Coat of Mail can give Repulſes to, M'®* 
or blunt God's Arrows. The diſtance of your evil 
Days may be perhaps more in your Fancies than Ex- 
perience; and your Sorrows ſmaller in Conceit rec 
than in the things themlelves. He ſhould be full of 
awful and uſeful Tears, and fit. for Heaven to Day, fit 
who may (for ought he know) be ſtripp'd of Life . 
and all to Morrow. God's Hand is heavy where it Re 
lights and lyes, as David felt, though a Royal Favou- D: 
rite, Eſal. 38. 1, — 8, 88. 15. | 
2. Think them not too Vain and Il ſeleſs to be care - Ae 
fully improved to your great Fruitfulneſs and Advan- Paſ 
vantage, Heb. 22. 11. Like theſe good Figs (ſaith God) ¶ e 
will I acknowledge the Captroes. of © Judah, whom 1 
baue ſent out of this Place unto the Land of ie Th 
Caldeans for your Good. Jer. 2. 4, 3. Rods nl ihe 


þ 
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a have their great Errand to your Heart, and 
arveling Buſineſs and Employment for it, Am. 3. 8: 
2d's Rods are laden with Inſtructions; and uſeful 


yt: ſons are their Language; and good Effects on us 
h ould be their Frbits. God takes no Pleaſure in our 
ou; borrows as abſtratted from, but as conducing to the 
zin overful Vital Knowledge of our God and Duty, 
wi, and all due Care and Diligence to ſave our Souls: 
ace, by therefore ſhould his Rods be loſt upon us? Or 
N, Ne. Cry, Why ſhould they be rieten any more? Iſa. 
feel. . 3) —5+ {have correlled them, but they received no 
„erection. We are purged and pruncd by Rods 


for Fruitfulneſs, and ſhould loſe nothing but our 


- Drofs. See F'2ek. 24. 13. P/al. 119. 71. 67. , | 
yet Luc. 3. Why muſt we not Deſpiſe the Chaſtnings 
iſe of the Lord? Jo 


1. He that inflidts the Chaſtnings is every way above 
Contempt ; for he is the Father of Spirits, Heb. 12. 9. 
if him, and through, and to bim all things are, Rom. 


- 11, 36. with God is terrible Majeſty. Touching the 
ere. mighty we cannot find him out: He is excellent in 
to Per, in Judgment, and in Plenty off Fuſtice. 
vii n do therefore Fear bin. He Reſpects not any that 


oe wiſe in Heart, Job 37. 22, — 24. He doth Cor- 
eit Net in Gucker in and is entreated by the Prophet 
of wt to Correct in Anger, leſt the Patient be dim 
ay, ned, as in Fer. 10. 24. He manages his Diſcipline 
ite Nin the depths of Counſels, and keeps Proportions in 
it Rebukes to his own Prerogatives, Government, and 
bu. Degas, and to the Circumſtances, Intereſt, and 
abilities of his Children. No Man can call him to 
re- Account, nor will he be contemned by any Which 
n- naß under his Rod, Eli moſt reverently paid Re- 
d) eas and awful Honour to his; afflicting 
IS. 3. 18. and David laid Reſtraints: upon his 
ze Toughts and Tagge when God rebuked him, Eſal. 
he 39. 9. God can do. what he Pleaſes. ' He will de 
-k bat becomes the Intereſt, Throne and Honour of 
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his Government. And though he is above the Ar. 
raignment and Impeachments of his Creatures, ye 
at your own Tribunals he will be clear and awful h 
his Judgments and Corrections; and every ſcourged 
Child ſhall readily acknowledge the Righteouſüeß 
and Terrors of his Chaſtnings. © 
2. He never Scourges any of his Children without 
Fauſt Cauſe, and Mighty Ents. S9 Judgments never 
come upon us, but when great Sins have gone before 
them, EzeF. 24. 21. and when as great Defigns muſt 
be effected by them, Deut. 8. 2. Thon art Juſt ind 
that bas come upon us : For thou haſt done tight, bu 
doe have done Wickedly, Nah. 9.33. When God had 
laid ſuch ſmart and long Rebukes upon his Firſt-born, 
you ſee what was acknowledged by 'Ezra 9. 6. and 
how God vindicates himſelf and the Righteonſneſs of 
his own Proceedings, Jer. 2. 19. See alſo T/a. 22. 1 
— 14. Contempt of Diſcipline may change Corre- 
Qtions into Vengeance, Heb. 26. 27. and grateful Sin 
(whether we trifle, or be Fr ons) will make ſic 
Friends, ſad Families, deſected Looks, ſore Back, 
and ruined Provinces and Kingdoms. Muſt God bear 
all our vile Aﬀronts and aggravated Provocations, 
and muſt we ſcorn or {cape the Scourges'of his Righ: 
teons Hand and Rods? Muſt all His RO Rig 
and Claims yield to the Froticks of our wanton Hu- 
mours? And muſt all the e 
tions and Concernments of our Souls be waved, ri 
ther than we muſt bear Rebukes? Seems it ſo light 
a Matter to us to have our Gtaces ſtarve, Diſeaſes 
rage, and Hopes Iye waſte, that we ſhould flight wi 
would prevent theſe Evils?.. OO —(£ a 
3. Contempt of Rods cannot conſiſt with a Childs 
Reverence to his Father, Heb, 12. 9. for in thus do 15 
ing, you pour out all Scorn upon his relative Authe I ft 
riry, his Conduct and. Compatſfions. ' He rbat ch. nt: 
riſes the Heathen, Jhall not he Correct ? Are not al Hen 
Children, as ſuch, at the diſpoſal of®their 1 e 
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and are they not as Children, to be Subject and Obe- 
lient ? Much more ſhould we be Go as unto the 
aher of Spirits. Am I a Father, where is my Ho- 
wr If we make ſuch ſlender Reckonings of God's 
:at and uſeful Diſcipline, ſurely our filial Relation 
annot but be rejected by us. Our Sullenneſs and 
ncorrigibleneſs under our Father's Hand, is but our 
ſpitting in His Face, and our caſting off that gracious 
Yoke, which God by our Adoption laid upon us. 
fwe regarded God, as thus related to us, nothing 
ld be ſo formidable to us as his Front, nothing 
d amiable as, his Smiles, and nothing more the 
Exerciſe of our moſt deep and ſerious Thoughts, 
tan how t6. ſecure bis Favour, diſcern the Purpoſes 
ind Deſigns of his Rebukes;, and to comport With 
ll his Fatherly Corrections, ſo as to be gainers by 
dem; to reſent the Sins that brought them, and to 
produce thoſe Fruits, of Righteouſneſs which they 
eſpect, and are inflicted! to extort from us. It is 
no ways ſuftable to the Spirit and Temper of a Child 
to be found ſneering in his Father's Face, nor ſullen 
under his Rebukes; but rather to be crying out, 
har have T done? Jer. 8. 8. And what mean theſe 
Rods upon me in his Hand, who never afflicts his 
Childrem willingty? For God is Tender-hcarted, 
though he he not fond; and if he call me Child, 
even wheff His Hand lyes heavieſt upon me, there is 
ſomething fore than ordinary in both the Ca/e and 
Reaches of ſuch. Corrections. Rods have their Cries, 
nd Men of Wiſdom will diſcern the Matter, and 
the Spirit” of Adoption will genuinely. prompt the 
Children of. God to ſerious; Looks, to ſoberneſs of 
Pirit,, and to all deep and due Enquiries after the 
Cauſes and Defigns, and the beſt Improvements of 
Alictions; Gohſcience of Duty cannot but make us ſi- 
ent, and tlie Seiſce of our Father's Tenderneſs and Fide- 
lity canngt But make ingenuous and conſiderate Chil- 
ren willing to take alk well that ee 
e | ather 
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Father knows what our Infirmi ties, through Hel 
and Blood, will bear, and what our preſent Caſe ani 
need ful Conveniences, and if we challenge him for 
Severity or Forgetfulneſs, or want of Tendernek 
and Faithfulneſs, and either think what he inflicts to 
be trivial or uſeleſs, what is there left to be called 
Reverence? JC = 

Auer. 4. _ are — contrary 7 which 
we are urged to as oppoſite to that deſpi/ing which is 
here forbidden? wn as . 

1. Be aware of Chaſtnings as Rods to which you 
are appointed, 1 Theſſ. 3. 3. Midlions comes ni 
forth out of the Duſt, neither dot 1 out 

the Ground, for Man is born to Trouble, as thi 

arks fly uptoard, Job 5.6, 7. And certainly God that 
ects in Judgnent, can never trifle with us in his 
Diſpenſations and Inflictions: What Son is there whont 
God receives and chaſtens not? For all are (an 
muſt one way or other be) Partakers of God's Chu 
ſiiſements, Heb: 1 2. 7, 8. All that eſcape Correction 
are either oo good (as thoſe in Heaven) or 09 but 
= all in Hell and ſome on Earth) to be corrected, 
f you can find out any who never Sinned againſ 
their God, and never will Tranſgreſs ; if there be 
any that Believes the things of God ſo ſtrong), 
that Meditate thereon ſo Frequently, that Prepare for 
Heaven ſo throughly, and Improved a proſ- 
perous Condition /o fruitfully and"effefZually, as that 
all ſmarting Diſcipline would be ſuperfluous and need. 
leſs, then might the Thoughts and Expectations of 
Diſtreſs be ſo {lighted : But ſeeing in the beſt the 
Truths of God are rooted yet ſo meanly ; tit 
Vanities of Sence and Time approach ſo eaſily and 
nearly to the Heart; the Hearts of Saints have ſuch 
Reluctancies and Averſations from the Work of 
God, and they themſelves advance and move ſo {low- 
1y in their Approximations and Conformities to God 
and Chriſt 5 what can we call it but an idle Dre 
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muſt redreſs thoſe Maladies; repreſs thoſe ſtrange 
Extravagancies and Excurſions, and quicken all thoſe 
jormant Principles © and Graces, ' and perfect thoſe 
Inprefſions and deep Signatures of God's Name and 
mage on us wherewith we are concern'd? Hath 
not Chriſt (that glorious and infallible Oracle of 
dd) put the Croſs in that great Inventory of Con- 
erns which he hath given us? Mar. 8. 34. No 
hd went ever yet co Bed without the prints of 
Rods upon his Heart and Back. Their Cup goes 
round, and Zebedees Children muſt Pledge their 
xerciſed Lord and Maſter in his afflicting Baptiſm. 

xd would have none ſo Fooliſh and Secure as to be 
at eaſe in Sion, and to think their Father to be 
Town ſo very fond upon them, as to exempt them 
from Corrections and Rebukes; we muſt —_ 
nany Tribulations enter into the Kingdom of God; 
nd be reminded frequently of this determined Courſe 
and Cup, Af. 14. 22. for as our Lord was, fo 
miſt: we be, perfected by Sufferings. Stupid Supine- 

$ and fanciful Conceits of undiſturbedneſs in our 
way to Heaven, is a moſt criminal Preparation for 
terrible Surprizal, with ſmart Rebukes, and ſignifies 
contempt of-Rodes. 09TH 6 een. l ; 

2. Let the Sence, the Thoughts and Proſpect of 
Rebukes be ever awful to you. = fleſh (faith Da- 
nd) trembles for fear of thee, and I am afraid- of thy 
righteous Fudements, ' Pal. 119. 120. Lam. 15. 12. 
God that Rebukes is terrible; Rods in your Fathers 
Hands are fearful; the Sins of which you are Guilty# 
put great bitterneſs into the Cups which God 1 
Providence” puts into your Hands and Brews for 
jou. And the Sence and Fear of God's diſpleaſure, 
lenify d by theſe” Corrections, will fink and ſhake 
flicted Children fri ghtfully, without Divine Sop- 
ports. Foto many (faith that great Inſtance of Pa- 
tience and Afflictions) are mine Iniquities and Sins ? 
Meke me to krioe: my De „ and m Sin: 


1ne eiak ont Spirits up, and bear our Confidence and 
i NConſolations down, and make us know the Power 
u un pt his Anger in and hy His Stronks. And thereup- 
'0 pn an awful Sence of Majeſty and Diſcipline muſt 
2 ps maimained by us; N INN © 5 0 LEES Fr 
INgs & 7. Be diligent to Underſtand. both: what theſe 


r SMChaſtoings fay, and what you are to do both with 


n fend under them, Law. 3. 39, 40, that ſo you may 
but in: 8 to meet and bear them; An. 4. 12. That 
melt Diſcipline is contemned that is not ſtudied,” and 
nd ve oft ſolicitouſly confidered and ſearched: into; even 


fith the deepeſt Thoughts: Rods have their 
ſmart, -Arraigaments their weighty: Errands, and 
heir Noble Uſes, and Deſigns, and Fruits, to take up 
dur ſevereſt Thoughts. Lhings paſt they call to 
mind: Things preſent they unmask ; and things fu- 
ture they enforce upon us, and illuſtrate to us: 8so 
that their Language is pathetical, ſignificant and full, 
and few are grown and found ſo good, as that this 
Diſcipline ſhould only try them, and keep them 
ſound and right for time to come; Never ſhould 
we paſs under a Father's Rod but we ſhould pay 
ReſpeE&ts thereto, | and ſolemnly acknowledge the 
Harmony and Illuſtrations of his Name therein, and 
jet thele rhings clearly diſcerned and well — 
1. Who is it that inflicts theſe Rods upon vs? We 
muſt Con ſider well that they come from a Gad a- 
bove miſt ke, miſcarriage or controulment. 2. From 
ur God that bears ill Will unto our Sins, but nor 
io our Souls or Perſons, God ſees our Sins; Hoy. 
7. 2. and bates them. Jer. 44. 4. he ſearches. for 
them, Fer. 17. 10. Zeph« 1, 12. he finds them out; 
in Jer. 2. 34. and he /ets aur ſecret Sins in the 
lebt of bis Countenance, and ſo he lays: his afflict- 
ug Hand upon us. We are conſumed by thine An- 
ter, and troubled by thy Wrath : Tus haſt ſet our. 
Sins inabe;Light of 
We 


orie before thee; aur ſecret 
rin Guarenaned; Plat 90. 7; 8 


| 
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go down to the bottom of the Sea, there lyes his 
Serpent ready to bite us, A. 9. 3. Nor can we ex NI 
pe& the removal of his Hand, or his * of 
our Sins, until we have bemoaned, hated and re. 
Jetted them, Am. 8. 7. with I/a. 1. 16—20. The Lem 
thy God is a jealous God, Exod. 20. 5. The People of Nu 
bis Holineſs is af fitted, Iſa. 63. 18. and tis a Father, 
Rod they feel, I/. 64. 7, 8. And then, ( 2.) When 
do theſe Chaſt nings grow? And upon whom are they 
inflicted ? P/al. 39. 11. Should we be found Stra 
gers to our ſelves when as the Rods of God hae Hut 
found us out? Jer. 8. 6. Though wicked Men ab 
hor and per ſecute us for the ſake of Godlineſs, yet 
even by them God Teſtifies his deep and ſmart Re- 
ſentments of our folly and neglects; and ſhall we then 
_ deſpiſe the Rod, and ſo neglect thoſe ſerious and 
| ſtrict Searches after our provoking Crimes which 
the Rod calls us to.? That Three Tears Famine which 
befel I/rael, even in David's Days, made him en. 
quire into the Cauſe thereof, 2 Sam. 21. 1. And 
Achan's Tent was ſearcht when ae fell, Fofh. 7, 
10, 15. and it was a pertinent and pions Reſolution, 
which that pious Perſon fiexd in, Job 10. 2. Welt 
are ſeriouſly to remember that God's Rods reach the 
Backs of Sinners. And therefore, (3.) What. is the 
Language which they utter, and the Errand which 
they come upon? Mic. 8. 9. Now the Child is laid 
by the light Mother's ſide, and the Sinner is charged 
Home with his own Productions. For the tranſere. 
fan of Jacob ir all this, and for the Sins of the houſed 
e Iſrael Mic. I. 5.. God in Heaven hath -heard the 
Crics of Sin, Eær. 9. 8. The rage wherewith the Want 
Children of T/rae! flew the Men of Judah reachd 
up to Heaven, 2 Chren. 28. 9. and God himſelf takes 
_ -the alarm. ue provoked God to Anger, and 


when God heard this he was worth, P/a/. 78. 58 
b And now the matter is brought to this, Refem Wit | 
or Die, a. 22. 1214. Chuſe whether to'your Teats M 


0 8 * 


198 HEPBREWS xi. 5. 
as to make you Skilful and Judicious in your Inter | tie 
pretations of them; and prepared both to Endur Pu 
them; and Improve them, by caſting off what the ral 
Reprove, and loving and effecting what they aim a 85 
and what they are to reduce you to. Jon 


SERMON VIII. I. 


Heb. xii. 5. latter Part. | 10 


My Son, deſpiſe not thou the Cha$tning of tle 
Lord, nor faint when thou art rebuked i 
1 ; 


—— 


Doctr. OT to deſpiſe 7s Counſel and an 
1 N . — truly Cefn and not to 
be forgotten by ſuffering Children, or afflifted vi. 
ſtians, God would not have his Children Deſp/ers 
of his Yoak, nor anaccuſtom d thereunto. Jer. 31.18, 
To Fret themſelves, and to Curſe their God; to 
Swell with Rage and Diſcontents, or contemptuouſ- 
ly to Vilifie and Neglect God's Diſcipline, is in. 
deed the Spirit of Belial too much, to be the Temper 
and Deportment of a Son of God. 1/a: 8. 21. Pati. 
ence, hen moſt highly exerciſed, ſhould keep the 
Soul of the Poſſeſſion of it ſelf. Luk. 21. 19. We 
may moſt juſtly and ſeverely Charge our ſelves with 
our unworthy. Behaviour towards God; and fay, 
Ihus we have done and been, and therefore, thus ue 
Ran; ne panini ch; 20. 

Bur to reflect on God, as if he were Deſpicable, 
Injurious, or too Severe, is to arraign Authority, 
Excellence, Wiſdom and Clemency it ſelf; and ſo 
to increaſe our Loads by aggravating our Enormi- 
oF ries. 


| 0 God's Hand effefts the Wiſe. aud Righteas 
ſes af his own Counſcls: For he doth nothing 
alk, We therefore are to blame our Haris and 
aim a: | Srepe, 87 and ta juſt iſie the Hind which ie, Or may he 
Jon us, by aſcribing Righteouſneſs to our Maker, 
and by laying the Shams, and Blame, or Faylt where 
do are juſtiy Chargeable. Ea! 51. 4. F Aue, O 
Lyd, (fiys David). that' hy Judgments are right, 
[ord churin F aubfulnefs thou haft aſflited me Al let, 
| pray thee, iy merciful kindneſs be for my Com 
according io thy Word uma thy Servant: Let thy 
1 Mercies come . to 'me that: I may Live : Fer 
thy Law is my Delight, Paul. 119. 75 77: 

Oh what a Pattern of natient Suhmiſſion ar 6f 
dutiful Regards to the efflicting Hand of God was 
Jeſus Chriſt! who ſaid (and did accordingly) The 
Lord hath gpen'd my 2 and I was nat rehellrons, 
neither turn d I away back. TI gave ny Back to tbe 
a1 ſmiters, and my Cheeks to them that plucked" off 
rt u the Hair. I bid not ny Face from ſhame and ſpp- 


Chr: fing: For the Lord God will _— therefoxe 
Ve I not be confounded : Therefore Jet my Face 
. 18% 4 Hint, and I know that I fhall not be afhamed. 
OBI He i near that juſtifies ne, and who is be that hl! 
ou Aeandemn me? Ia. 50. 5—8. A ſilent and qubmiſpre 
S 10. bearing of Corrections, to Kiſs the Rod, and to 


Werbe him that uſes it, to avoid che Spir t and 
att: ] D:meanours of Churliſhnefs and Folly, and ſt ii to 
the W] ac with Life and Chearfulneſs for God, whatever 
Hehl we {i ber for, or from: him, * tis This we e are 25 


ith vis d bo. 
% | Ver. 5 nat Painrin 4 (ibis hich we. are here 
LI | | fehorted: From 1 2 N 4x0 | 


- Be not confounded l 


le, — wth by x whe ſurprizals or ſeverity of «theſe 
ty, ad Rebukes, as in 44 5 4 12. and 1. 
ſo 1 — God zullen vpo vou is not © 


ng your Thoughts nd Spur ipto Coafulions 
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and Diſtractions, but to awaken you to think dif, 
creetly on what concerns your Souls. You are not 
taught by Thorns and Briars to loſe your Witz 
dut to ſupplant your Sins, and to recolle& your 
Wandring Thoughts, and to ee their vain Ex. 
curſions, and their tumultuous Inſurrections againſt 
the Serenity and Harmony of your more noble uſe. 
ful Faculties. Be not like Scrowls of Parchment 
running up all on heaps before the Flames. God 
knows your . Caſe and Strength, and 
therefore what he inflidts upon you is not to ſcatter, 
kut to compoſe your Thoughts, that you may wiſe- 
ly take the Inſtructions and Admonitions of the 
Rod (like Men of Wiſdom, and Children thereof) 
and know the ſpecial Calls and Duties of your di- 
ſtreſſing Day. Let not your Minds be wandring, 
nor your Thoughts be fugitives, and vagabond, ſos 
to be out of the way when you are called to uſ 
dem, as ſpecial dag oy and Bmergences may re 
quire: But know where to find em, and how to 
quicken, uſe and urge em. You have great buſ- 
neſs in the Wilderneſs, be therefore rather ,mindful 
of, and ſoberly compos'd in your Work, and no 
wiſe frighted and diſtracted with the Readings or 
Encounters of your State and Way, God's Rods 
would heal and clear your Eyes, not ſtrike them out. 
Lou have forgot the Exhortation.. So did not 1/rael. 
Lan. 3. 21— 27. nor others, as. Eſ. 77..5—11. and 
119. 76. CTC 
2. Be not diſcouraged nor divorc'd from your 
Duty by your Affiictions in, or for it. Heb. 5. 8. 
Lake 22. 44. Before I was. afflifed, I went aſtrq, 
but now have I kept thy ard. And it is good 1 
-me that I haue been afflifted,: that I might learn 1h 
_ Statutes. Aad th Statutes have. been m Songs in 
the Houſe of . my. Pilgrimage. And Princes. have per- 
fecuted me without 4 Cauſe : But my Heart flandeth 
"in awe of thy Word, And I am begome as d B, 


| ile 
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tle in the ſmoke, yet do I not forgct thy Statutes, 
Pf. 119. 67, 71, 54, 161, 83. Chaſt'nings are cal- 
bed for 138 of Holineſs, and they ſhould 
promote it. Heb. 12. 10—12, David's Afflictions 
did ſcandalize his Spirit, and put him to a ſtand, but 
he recover d himſelf, and kept his way. EV 73.1 = 
28. Job on the Dunghil was an happier Man than 
they that ſcorn'd him. And Paul was under better 
Circumſtances than Felix and Agrippa, before whom he 
was conven d as a Criminal. See Heb. 11. 24—27. 
Deſtructions at God's Bar are moſt Significant. God 
laſhes none to make them Sinners. And it was a Noble 
and truly Filial Reſolution of Fob 27. 2—8. 4 

3. Caſt not away your Confidence and Courage thro' 
wrong Conſtructions of the Rod. Heb. 10.35,38.Oh what 
a Succumbency and Qualm was that, whereby afflicted 
I/rael utter d ſuch words as theſe! He (that is, God) 

h fuld me with bitterneſs, (ſo the Heb.) be batb 
wade me drunk with Wormwood : He hath broken my 
Teeth with Gravel-ſlones : He bath roll d me in Aſhes. 
And thou haſt remov'd wy Sou far off from peace 
Aud I faid, My flrength and my hope is periſh'd from 
the Lord, I pe, mine Affliction and Miſery, the 
Wormwood and the Gall: My Soul hath them in re- 
menbrance ſtill, and is humbled in me. Lam. 3. 15 
—20. Oh when the Rod of kind and uſeful Diſcipline 
is reſented as the ſtroke and wounding of an Enemy. 
this finks down all before it. Zion ſaid, Go hath 
jorgotten and forſaken ne; and then all Hope and Cou- 
rage melts away. Chaſtnings are judg'd to be as the 
Broachings of Revenges, and then we think God's 
Heart is raviſh'd and diyorc'd from his hand; and thus 
we cry then, Are not all theſe evils come upon ws, be- 
cauſe the Lord our God is not amongſt us, yea, he bath 
urn d his beart and hand againſt us? little conſid ' rin 
bow conſiſtent a tender Bart and chaſt ning Hand 
may be. Eſay 63. 8, 9. Let therefore all your Rods 
ſtartle your Hopes and Confidences into refreſhing 
7177 oo 8 on es 
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Exerciſes. E,. 42, 10, 11, And recreate your 30 
flicted Spirits with all ſober and delighttal Thopghrs of 
God: Be not querulous, or deſpondent, nor cenſo. 
. Tious, as to your Diſcipline and Gꝶ. 
4. Let not your higher Conſalations be rej. eg 
nor deſpiſed becauſe you fare ſo hardly here, 7, 14 
1—3. and 15. 33. 2 Cor. 6. 10. A Poite was bein 
from Ramah; Lamentat ion and birter Merping, At. 
chel Weeping for her Children But ibis faith th 
Lord, refrain thy Voice from Weeping, and thy Exe 
from Tears, for thy Work fhall be rewarded, faith th Wet 
Lord—— Fer. 31, 15, 16. See Mat. 5. 11, 1. 
1 Pet. 1. 7. 2 Cor. 4. 16«—18. Ro. 8. 18. 1Pr our 
4. 12, 13. . I+1t net better ro be Soars and Heirs un ¶ Eo 
der Rebykes, than to be Baſtarde under the happlet lin 
Circumſtances, in this World beſides: How comtor- Lo- 
table are the Appeals of Ho Hearts to God ! On: {ira 
Fear not, I am with thee — mjniſters more to C M=—1 
ſolations, when ſoundly credited, and well digetted, Bil fer 
than the worſt Men and Things can miniſter to Su- Mor | 
rows and Dejections, Sce Rem. 8. 32 — 39. What ditt. 
Have we ſuch a Ged to mind vs, fpch a Bower 10 Ward 
eſpouſe our Cauſe and $>uls, and luch a Paractere to der 
frame our, Principles, Hopes, D-fires and Temper, 


ach a Covenant and Rule, and ſuch Supports at pre- Nuurd 
ſent, and Heaven hereafter, and fhal} we fait? od 
Luer. 6, What Cordials hath God given vs to Net, 
prevent apr Fainting? © „e 
- 1. We are in the Hands of Tenderneſs it lf, HM C 
PL 30. 5. - For the Lord will not caſt off for Ever : ¶ ben 
But tho be 17 4 Grief, yet will he have Compaſſion, ¶ . 
actording to th Multinde of his Mercies + For he doth tber 
yt offi willingly, nor grieve the Children of Men. Wi md” 
Tocruſh under Feet all the Pri ners of the Earth, 1 ftrik 
turn afide the Right of a Man before the Face of the  Faul 
Meoft High, to ſubvert a Man in bis Cauſe, the Lord WF n 


epproveth nor, Law. 3. 3 36. Powels are buſe 
aud intenſe in Yearnings, when Rods are "We K ts, 
; Seas uh BO ; . 95 ; «4 | L or ; 5 
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1 ork, Ef, 63. 15, 16. Poor Ephraim found it ſo. 
er. 31 . When Trials La leverelt, Pity 15 | 
ts. Pot ahandon'd from the Heart of God. 
| Foy # ſmall Moment baue I forſaken thee, but ES 
eat Mercies will I gather thee, In a litile 
Wrath T hid my Face from thee for a Moment; but 
with everlaſting Kingneſs will I baue Mercy on "thee, 
uch the Lord Thy Redeemer, II. 54. 7, 8 

The Lord js Mercifal and Gractous, flow to Anger, 
ord legreous in Mercics. He well not always chi. de, 
% ter weill he Beep bis Anger for Euer. "MM 
. Mt dealt with i afizronr Sins: Nor remurded an after 
Pe. Nur Iniquities For d the Heaven is high above the. 
ur- bertb, ſo great is his Mercy ſotward thoſe that Fear 
elt uin Lie as a Father pitieth his. Children, Jo the. 
tor. Lord pitieth them that Fear him, For be knoweth our 
obe, be remembreth that we are Duft, bſ. 103. 8. 
ig. Was Job torg Wren cn 2 Dung bil + Oc 
teh, Jerem in the 1 ? Iſrael in Egypt, "Wildernefs 
S 1r- Mor bs lon? David in all 5 5 N andrings and 
nat {MY diftreties ? Laaarus, when in the Bed of Sickneſs 
- 10 Nad the Grave ? Ste; en, when at, the Bar, or un- 
e ro Meer the Affantrs of Violent hands? 0; any Confe Hort 
N, and Martyrs in the utmoſt Paroxiſms of their Mar- 
re- uyrdoms? When as ae, had fre: Tenge provok d 
1 8 and by repeated hy: hip chats under the high- 


11 


ggravations) had breught down Manifold Di- 
ſtreſſes and Chaſtnings 'c! MedElves. P God, being full 
ſelf. f Compaſſions, forgave . their Iniguity; and deſtroy d 
er; len not; yea, many a time be turn d away bis Anger, 
for, WY and did nor fiir up all his Wrath. For be remembred 
doth WY that "they were but Fleſh, a Wind hat affeth. away,” 
len. d that cometh not again, Pl. 1 38, 39. God 
„% krikes pit moſt compaſſionate ſentments of their 
the Fanles 855 Folly, which make Rebukes ſo ""_ 
n i it {elf to ſuch unpleaſing Vie 


ud fo 
uhe lg "Hy. Ale, We: know the Name of God; 
kr. 34. 6 7. | af we Faint when we have 


ork. | 2 | ſuch 


ſuch a God to Viſit and Correct us, who chaſten 
not in Paſſion, but with Compaſſion; and who! 
eſſentially gracious to all compaſſionable Objech 
All Rods are his, and us d by him conſonantly u 
. ] AA . owl od 
2. You have all that can aſſure you, that theſe 


Chaſt'nings are for your Good, and not your Hu | 
Rom. 8. 28. For I know the Thoughts that I thin aff 


towards you, ſaith the Lord, Thoughts. of _ Peace, Ha 
and not of Evil, to give you an expetted End 77 29. Ir 
11. What can we more deſire from God than Father) 
Relations, Affections, and Engagements to, and for I ?r 
us, with anſwerable Ability and Reſolution to carry Wil dee 
it towards ns anfwerably hereunto? => + 

1. Here is the Relation of 4 Father to us ond vi 
and avouch'd by God himſelf, _ E/.. 4.3. 6. and 63, 8. Ml of 
Jo. 1. 12. As many as are led by the Spirit of God, ll St: 
theſe are the 'Sons of God, Rom. 8. 14. 1 Jo. 3. 1.8 
Ro. 8. 16, 17. Gal. 3. 26. And why are we this ill 77 
Adopted into this Relation, but to aſſure. us we are too 

near and dear to God to be neglected by him? Why IM v1 
doth Chriſt urge us to call God our.Heavenly Father, 
and why is he call'd the Father of Spirits, but to Eu- F: 
bolden ExpeQations from him, Dependance on him, Ml // 
and all Repoſe and Satis faction in him ? Can we im . 
gine, that God ſhould pleaſe himſelf in Cheriſhing h 
great hopes by empty Titles? God hath Implanted Il th 

anſwerable Inſtincts and Propenſions in his Creatures L 
towards the welfare of their Feed to ſuch Relations WF th 
as are fixt by him, / we then being Evil think it 


uncrorthy of that Relation, to Negle& the Offices and WW & 
Ends thereof, ſnall not God himſelf be thought to have WW /o 
aſſumd this Relation, on purpoſe to fill it up with Ml «: 
anſwerable Care and Kindneſs hereunto: It is God's 1 
by 
fa 
to 


command we call him Father, that we may thence 
expect the Uſages'of Children, aud all Merciful Re. 
ſpeets becoming 8 But ſhould our Rods 


Fad © , * * 411711 8 #* . 1 } >» ; 
exceed our Strength, and do more Hurt than Good, 
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Confidered and Applied. 203 
yea, utterly bear us down beyond all Supports, and 
Saccour, what then could this Relation Signifie and 
and Import ? Are we not call'd Children, to let us 
know we are not to be us'd and puniſh'd as Slaves ? 
And ſhall we Faint then as if we thought God 
made no Difference? . 65 
2. Here is the Affection of a Father teſtify'd, to 
afure us that a tender Heart ſhall guide a Chaſt' ning 
3 49. 14—16. God ſaid of Captive 
Iſrael, are my People, Children——and in all. 
their Affliftion he was Afflifled, and the Angel of his 
Preſence ſav'd em In bis Love and Pity be Re- 
deen d them he bare and carried em all the Days 0 
04. And herenpon how Emphatically do they Pl 
with God. Look down from Heauv'n, the Habitation 
of thy Holineſs and Glory. Where is thy Zeal aud 
Strength , the Soundings (or Muliitude) of thy 
Bowels, and of thy Mercies toward us? Are they 
reſtrain d? Doubtleſs thou art our Father. 1/.63.15,16. 
Such a Relation muſt have right Aﬀections : And 
why Faint ? Ong 
3. Here are the Promiſes and Engagements of a 
father to fetch you off with Honour and Advantage. 


rain Foy and Gladneſs, and Sorrow and Sighing 


and d — 
Res, 
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Theſe are the Signals and Memorials of God's 8 


pliſht Promiſes, and inviolable Faithfulnels, which the 
afflicted Sons of God ſh ill bear, Heb. 13. 5, 6. and 
10. 35————»38. All ſhall conſpire for their Good, 
2 Cor. 4. 175 18. Heb. 6. 1. 13 1 Meet +. 
4. Nor doth our Father want Ability and Purpoſe 
to effect his Promiſes, 1 Gor. 10, 13. His Power 
tan” break your Yoaks and Bonds: His Wiſdm 
can contrive and order your Compenſations, Succont 
and Eſcapes; And his A/l-/affictiency ſapply your 
Wants, and make abundant Reparations to all your 
Laſſes. Ro. 8. 31, 32. And are not theſe things 
Rich and Mighty Cordials? Our God whom we 
ſerve can deliver us. And He knows how to fetchthe 
Righteous out of Temgrations to proportionate our 
Conſolations to our Suff rings. Aud be can do above 
all Thoughts and Expectations, and make every 
thing with him and for his; of which, Moſes, Eſther, 
Oris, — are made . moſt Signal Inſfances. See 
2 Cor. 6, 9, 1 : ; T 
3. The very Nature and Deſign of Chaſt'nings 
is ro make and do you good. Zech. 13. 9. Your 
Graces mult be glorions. Jam. 1. 2—6. Your Fruits 
abundant, fall and ſeaſonable, Heb. 12. 1t. with 
Phil. 1. 11. Your ſinfal Traverſes and Excurſions 
ſtopt and bounded, Hoe 2. 13, 14. Your Trials 
hoftourably iffu'd. 1 Per. 1.6, 7. And you your 
Rlves conform to the Image of the Son of G5d, bear- 
ing the very Image of his State and Temper. Rom. 8. 
= 29 Heb. 12. 1—3. Col. 1. 24. Tis inthe Day 
of Trial that you mult know the Name of God. J 
41. 19-20. Great Trials muſt ennoble Souls, buruilh 
Principles, complete Performances, and make them 
great and famous enlarge Experiences, clear up 
Evidences, preaten Deligas, carry you to your P:/2 
Proſpects, ant give you better retiſhes of Divine Con- 
Tae anc? Supports. 2 Gor. 14. 10. 2 Cart. 4= 
7. Nergian aw be realizd-c 5, proſe 


o your ſelyes, 1 
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jn right in 40 others, and made Illuſtrious in 
me ahimitable Iſſpes and Effects. And all our 
Raſt muſt thus be filed off, both to the Father's and 
Kedecmer?s Glory, And why chen ſhould you Faint 
at what thus profits you? 

-# It is che common Fare and gated portion of 
evcy Child. As in Heb. 12. 6. Who ever went to 
m without Kebükes? Our Firſt Apoltacy made 
ererlaſting Vengeance due; and God, in the ſtated 
Method ef Man's Rewov' ry, hath thought it tit to 
ſet us right by Chaſt* nings-and Rebukes. . And truly, 
{ach are bhe common Circumſtances of all Mankind, 
33 that to fpare the beſt of Children here, would * 
more gurt chan good. We, (like the Men of Swecorh) 
muſt be taugbt by Thorns and Briars in the Wider- 
neh. What we have done muſt be reflected on; and 
what we are yet to do muſt be diſcover'd and enforc d 
upon us by meet Diſcipline. I he Green Tree felt the 
TEE hy ſhould the Dry Tree be then Excus'd? La. 
45 F. 'Thriſt dearat Obedience by his Su? rings, and 
erfeet thro* them, why then {hould we ex⸗ 
80008 be without *em 2? 

5. Our Painting can reſult from nothing but our 
Nypligence. and Sloth. Prov. 24. 10. Our Reſpite 
hath. been great ; our Warnings fair; and our In- 
ſtructipns ;plentiful. What Cogent Arguinenrs and 


Motives hath God in Providence and Scripture 
inculcated upon us? Nor have we wanted bor Hen- 
wy and Glorious Precedents of Sufi? Tings. ond acting 
Swoons of Spirit. 
1 


ut 3 
I. | 
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Day produces ſomething equal to what our greatet 
Trials may require. For Divine All-ſufficiency is i 
all the fame 3 1 Ot 
6. Nothing ſo Conſonant to, and worthy of the 
Spirit of Children, as not to Faint when we are 
"Chaſt'ned. Hebr. 12.8, 2 Tim. 1. 7. This Spirit of 
Adoption bears witneſs to our ſafe and comfortable 
State, that we are the Sons of God, and conſequent: 
ly Heirs, and ſo defign'd to Reign with Chriſt, 2 
being Fellow-ſufFrers with Him. And can we not 
wait and bear it out a while, when as we are made 
thus ſore that the Recompence and Conqueſt will be 
„ +2 EIS 9. 2 - 
_ * Baſtards can plead no Int'reſt in their Father' 
Heritage and Heart. Well may they therefore faint 
and droop that know not where ſuch ſtrokes ma 
End: But Children know whoſe Int'reſt, Promiſe, 
Care and Work it is to keep them ſafe. 
7. Your bearing up is not impoſſible, nor vain 
to you. Rev. 2. 10. and 3. 10, 21. and 21. 7, 
Some good is gotten here, and more hereafter. Oh' 
When the Rod endured brings forth, then Warm 
Hearts, and Full Experiences, Pure Spirits, Heav'nly 
Hopes and Graces, together with the Signals, Tro- 
phies, and Memorials of Battels ſtoutly fought, and 
clearly got, for God, and his Euge and Reward 
will wel ay rrp Bearing up. A 
8. Your 1 


| arp Trials, when-endur'd, do you the 
greateſt Service. Rev. 9. 13, 14. 2 Coy. 12. 9. 
Satan retreats: with greateſt ſhame. Sins falls before 
you; and the World truckles under you. Religion 


gets immortal Credit; your Hopes appear, with all 


their Chriſtian Principles and Graces in their greateſt 
Strength and Luſtre. 0 che HP 99 
Conſcience obtains thoſe Teſtimonies of -a right 

Spirit to reflect upon, which will Embolden'Pray! 
and Hope. And God's, Rights being thus Manfulli 
vindicared and Ader ed, you moſt Triumphantly cen 


+. Conſedered' and Applied. 1 Nh 
our ſelves by Self denial; and by ſuch reſolute 
elgnations of your ſelves #6 God, the Everlaſting 
orings of Joys are ev'n broach'd to run moſt liberal 
or you.” And, in a Word, you thus 4% 1p d good 
mndation for the time to come. For, following Chriſt 
hos in the Regeneration, by forſaking and enduring 
for him, you will find that Chriſt appoints a 
rown and Kingdom for you; and that yow ſhall . 
e accounted! Worthy of what you have ſufffr d 
or. 2 I, 4. % bien 
And what an Honour will it be to God, to 
tiſt, and Chriſtianity, and what a Pleaſure 
d Renown to themſelves, to have ſuch glorious 


ſtances of true Integrity and Magnanimity to reflect 


pon, When you are paſſing off from Time to 
ernity! Oh! What Euger will be frankly givin 
ou, when you produce your - Maſter's Marks, and 
uch great Practical Teſt imonials of a right Heart, 
tore, and for your Lord and Maſter The very Hea- 
ns will ring again with Eccho'd: Applauſes of your 
ren Tempers. Myriads of Bleſſed Saints and Angels 
will Congratulate your regular Proweſs, famous 
Qories, and publick Triumphs. All will commend 
jour great Submiſſiveneſs to the Correcting Hand of 
God,” and joyfully glorifie your God in yu. Lon 
then will find, that God had no Deſigns upon you, 
but ro form and frame you for his Glory ; and to 
make ey'ry ſtroke and ſpoil you beat, moſt ſtrangely 
Tributary to your far greater Benefit aud Honour, 
Had you not been call'd to bear ſo much, yon had 
reap d leſi ; and had you ſuffer d leſs Diſgrace below, 
jour Glory had been leſs above. Had ybu not horn 
ſo gxeat Proportions of your Father's Chaſt nings 
ad. Rebukes upon yeu, what Ruſt had you contracts 
el! What Work had you neglected! What mer- 
fy}. Caltivations and Experiences had van fallun 


tort of. 1-And hat degrbes of Glory had you mig 
of at laſt Tou had leſs r and: 1 


75. 


ao He B RE W 8 Xii. 5. | 
leſs credited his Cauſe and Goſpel ; nor could yo 


have paſs'd with ſuch Remarks of Honour to you 


Heavnly State, had not this Equanimity been taught 
you, and paſt its Trial from your God. And is there 
not then a Cauſe why you ſhould never Faint ? And 
is this no Service to you, by the Furnace to he 
thus Exercis d, Refin d and Rewarded, Prepar 
and Glorifi dd! NE e 
Quer. 7. Wherein conſiſts the Fatherlineſs of this 
Word of Exhortation? _—- l 

1. In the deep Condeſcenſion of it. God hun 
bleth himſelf to behold Things and Perſons in Ha 
ven and Earth. He raiſeth up the Poor, and liſtul 
up the Needy out of the Dunghil, Pſ. 113. 6, 7. 
What 3s Man that thou art Mindful of, and Viſit 
bin? Pf. 8. 4. That thou takeft Knowledge of hin, 
and makeſt Account of him ? Pſ. 144. 3. Ib 
thou ſbouldſi Magni ſie him, and Set thine Heart 
upon him? That thou ſhould'ſt Viſit hin, and Tr 
bim ev'ry Moment? 2 17, 18. Has 
uch is the Loftineſs, Diſtance. and Tranſcendeng 
of the Divine —_— ; ſuch is our Baſeneſs, li. 
fignificancy, and Unworthineſs before him; and 
ſuch the Affronts and Provocations wherewith ve 
have Diſtaſted him, as that ſuch comfortable Word, 
| ſpoken from ſuch a God, to ſuch Vile Miſcreants 
may well be Judg'd and Call'd Farherly. 

2. In the Compaſhonateneſs and fervent Loi 
which are Inſinuated and Expreſt hereby. Me haue 
Exhorted, Comforted and Charg'd you, ( ſays itt 
Apoſtle as God's Commithonated Repreſentative) 
cv'n as a Father doth his Children. 1 Theſſ. 2. 11. 
God once ſpake- awfully to the Iſraelites from the 

Mount. He once ſpake terribly to Aur! 


and Miriam. He ſpake as from the Throne o 
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Jo ith the | Addreſſes of Fatherly Compaſſions in 4 
JO Bal! ſtill Voice. God, from betwixt the Cherubim, 
_ ells us the Tenderneſs of his Heart, by this en- 


ouraging Compellation, and by the Exhor tation 
hich attends it. God ſent his Meſſengers to his 
people (with Words of Exhortation) becauſe he had 
ampaſhon on em. 2 Gr. 36. 15. And had he diſ- 
eſpected us, would he by Solomon have ſpoken thus 
o us? He that takes Care to ſet and keep us 
Right, doth what Inſinuates and Correſponds with 

his ſo near and dear Relation. 
3. In that true Providence which ſpeaks him 


ar like. a Father to be concern'd for our Good. For 
* 1-Whence tis evident that he careth for 29. x Pet. 1% Ok 
en ought to lay up for their Children, 2 Cor. 


12. 14 And doth not this Exhortation inſinuate 
Providence in its Cloſeſt Exerciſes? For here are, 
1. Forefight of thoſe Extreams to which we Chil- 
dren are Obnoxions. Having either too much or 
too little Spirit. 2. Forecaſt to prevent theſe Ma- 


= ladies by pertinent and tender Counſel well urg'd 
5 10 and enforc d upon us. | OY we 


Iver. 8. Why ſhould this Fatherly Exhortation 


by never. be forgotten by ſuffering Children. {2 
b 85 . lt ſignifies too great Regardtulneſs and Re- 5 
a” A ſpects to be Ungratefully forgotten by em. Tis 


great Ingratitude to let it eſcape our faſt and beſt 
z Nemembrances. God found bs People in a Deſars 
"the BY Lad, and in the Wafte Howling Wilderneſs be led 
e | him about, he inflrufled bim: He kept him as the 
4 apple F bis Eye. As an Eagle ſtirreth up bers 
eſt, Aluttereth over her Toung, ſpreadeth abroad 
ber Wings, 'taketh em, beareth em on her Wings 5 
0 the Lord alone did lead him. But of ib Rort 
that begat thee, hon art unmindful, and huſt for- 
gotten Cod that formed ther. And when be Lord 
ſaw it, he Abhorr'd ( Deſpis'd) en, beraaſt & tbe 
fit Provoking of his Sons and Daughters, Deut. 32. 

5 P 2 8 10-12. 
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1012, 18, 19 &fRat Love and Rindneſſes ſhould 
never he forgotten, ſeeingi ſuch vile Oblivion can- 
ot hut meet wih deep r ſentwents ant Diſzut: 
cauſe thou haſt: for gatte nab God of 58 Salvation, 
ud haßt ner buen mindfulof the © Rock! ef iy 
rengt . (whatever i you ſow) the Ha. 
deſperate. Sorrow, II. 1). 10, 11. God's Heart i; 
in this Word; and tis an Errand from his beſt Re- 
ſpects untoi your Hearts and Conſciences, to chal- 
lenge fixt Memorials. of his Kindneſs in you; and 
to make you bear it on yduf Hearts, that you are 
Dear to God; and is it fit to let thy great Memd- 
rial ſlip. your daily Heart- affecting and Life-re- 
forming Contemplations 2% 51. 12, 12 
20 Lt is too highly uſeful and expedient for Mighty 
Purpoſes; to be forgotten ! by you. , 20. 6. 18. 
and 7. 1. Rom. 15. 4. Deut. 8. 5, 6. Hereby 
you may under ſtand your Int'reſt in God, that It is 
fix d, near and dear. And now, that God reſpeds 
yaur good in what befalls you. And thence infer, 
that the Rod of God ſhall never move without 
his Fatherly Compaſſions, nor any way aſſtwage or 
abate em, nor act unworthy. of em, nor repug- 
nantly thereunto. Thence you may keep up Faith 
and, Hope, enflime your Love, preſerve your Con- 
ſtancy and Courage, ſuppreſs. Tumultuous Inſur- 
rettions of all diſconſolate Thoughts, and of all un- 
ruly Faſſions, poſſeſs your ſelves in certain Comforts, 
feace and. Patience, and deride What evil Men or 
Things can do. You: may Suffer, Labour; Hope, 
Wait and Fray with Joyfulneſs, and.confidently truſt 
your Whole Concerns with God, and repreſent him 
to Four! ſelves. as your moſt Conſtant, All-ſafficient 
aud Endearing Friend in all your Troubles: And 
judge aright of Diſcipline; and bear it better, by 
your Bold and Free Reſotts to God your Father 5 
E. 45. Dinan gh 5% l Wn th ok 
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1. i Iofer, It is a 2 rea Benefitand ble 1 
sons af God. In Tires! pre Tode and © | 
tions z Han. 433) As er. 10. 26, 125 25 vo 1505 | 
are the Ferſons of whom N ſpe peaks oſt 4 
edly, for whom he appea « joſe vigoronfly, to 
whom he ſpeaks. moſt Nadi, wich e he con- 
verſes; moſt familiariy, ju whom he dwells moſt 
conſtantly, and: acts moſt powerfully,” and over. wha 
be caſts the Wing and Mantle of ' render Proyi- 
| dence, ſure Protection, and ſeafdnable Taflnences, 
and towards whom he” drofs his moſt 'ptopirions 
and gracious Counſels and Inſunctions. He calls em 
Children und it is upon Record ut they Ar Help 
He minds the Temper of pn Spirits; 3 
notice; of: thoſe Dangers and Diſtempę inpers to & ic 
they are moſt Obnoxious, and he pro vides a dd ten 
ders thoſe Antidotes and Warnings bat, I 423 
apt to fare em from all icon, BY ems.” Sue 
are his Feod&/s, and it is for their pr the 
at Te El N ad * 
todigals, may neglec an with key 
or no Rebukes to fetch ech back 2 Tae 
de left without thoſe rokes hieß might Sbftrue 
their ſiafnl Traverſes; and bs committ 5 b th 
Cards of their Taiquiries, that they may die | 
InftruQtion, and in = greatneſs of their ey 
aſtray: Or if they be . it is zerh 
y ta diſcover po expoſe” tem, ant to" a 
with the Foretaſtes of 1 eng reance; 
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diltance from em, 


up to Dh own Fears £8 ch 
they ET. zand periſh 0 


Epouſed Cour ſes. Tu It here noch] 

port: em, no Refuge to 1 — dem, and 7 5 

Their Cries ſlall not be Hard, nor their. 

in their Calimities'and Diſtreſſes affwer df 

el. Let them walk after the Counſels of their Grd 

Hearts, and be confounded by their Spirir of Giddl 
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214 HE BRE WS xi. 5. 
neſs and Churliſhneſs, whereby they have choſen to 
be Acted and Directed. Tis not for Dogs or 
Spurious Profeſſors to claim or eat the Bread of 
Children. But for the Sons of God, no Care, no 
Kindneſs can be grudg'd *em by their careful Father, 
He would be call'd ſo by em, and ſought as ſuch, and 
truſted to. accordingly, And we then | pleaſe him 
beſt, when. we are moſt apprehenſive of, and pleas'd 
with his Fatherly Relation and Affection to us, 
We never want a Rock to caſt our Anchor on in 
Storms; nor a Haven to abide in, when it is dan. 
gerous to [tir out: Nor a Stock or Portion to live 
upon, and; truſt to, when nothing but furious Se. 
queſtrations are our Entertainment here. Our Father 
is our Life, when Dying; our Strength, when Weak ; 
our All, when we have Nothing; and our Hope and 
Joy, when all Things are againſt us, F/. 23. 
- 2. Infer. All ſenſe and fear of Suff'rings is not 
aſe and Servile, nor Culpable and Inconfiſtent with 
the State and Spirit of Adoption. Heb: 12. 28 
Mat. 10. 28. Heb. 5. 8. It is ſaid indeed, that 
7. Love caſteth out Fear; and that the Fearful ſhall 
caſt into the Burning Lake ; and that God hath not 
given us the Spirit of Bondage again to fear. But 
it is evident to the Obſeryant Reader, what all theſe 
Paſſages deſign and drive at; viz. Such Inordinate 
Fears of either the great God himſelf, as frigkt us 
from Returns to him, and that Mortifie, Extin- 
guiſh and Prevent thoſe holy Pleaſures, Hopes, and fer- 
vors, which he Deſerves and Claims from us: Or 
elſe, ſuch. Fears of evil Men and Things, as make 
us ſhun or quarrel with, or tire under, and faint in 
the Duties of our Chriſtian Calling, with a deſign and 
purpoſe to ſave our Carnal and Abſtracted ſelves. 
But there are many Inſtances and Cares, wherein 
our Fear leſneſs is nothing: but our ſinful Stupefaction 
and Security, and our moſt aggravated Contempt of 
God. bimſelf. We are to fear Defilements and 
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Conſidered and Applied. 215 

n to Miſcarriages, as what deſerves the Wrath of God. 
or MW And we muſt fear Deſtruction from him, when 
of Conſcious to our ſelves of doing and being what hath 
„ no dcſerv'd it: And to conclude our Ruin certain, with- 
ther, out Renewals of Repentance, Faith, and regular 
Courſes. Ke op te 
And when theſe Chaſt'1ings come upon us, we are 
to be awfully ſenſible of that Power which inflicts 
em, and of that Divine diſtaſte conceiv'd by our 
Provocations and Neglects, which God by Rods doth. 


dan. fignifie and expreſs. And there is alſo a Natural 
live fear of all Things formidable to Nature, as evidently 
Sc- WM deſtructive of it, or afflicting to it. Grace doth not 
ther make us ſenſleſs: Nor doth the State and Spirit 
ak ; WF of Adoption quite excuſs all Senſe of what torments 
and us; no, nor all Tremblings at the Thoughts thereof. 


For Chriſt himſelf fear d Death, and cry'd out, 
and complain'd under the Tortures of his Cruci- 
fixion. Fleſh and Blood will ſtart at and reſent its 
Agonies and Diſtreſſes. And God hath planted na- 
tural Fears in Man, of every Thing that tends to 
our Diſſolution and Diſtreſs, that he might there- 
by make us capable of being aw'd and influenc'd by 
| Penal Laws, and urg'd to all provident Regards to 

our own Preſervation. Adam in Innocence was to 
Fear the Wrath of God, and by that Fear to avoid 
the Sin whereby Death was to be introduc d. And 
what Reverence can we pay to God's Vindictive Power, 
unleſs we fear it,and avoid the EffeQs thereof,by doing 
what muſt fave our Souls and Perſons therefrom. 
But here our Skill and Duty lyes; to lip 
Care, to moderate and ſubdue theſe, 'Fears of evi 
Things, ſo as to Subordinate *em td their ſtated 
Ends. and Utes : And to ſee that Love ind Faithful 
refs be preſerv d notwithſtanding, and fery'd, and 
promoted. by. our Fears,” % „ 
3. Kfer. No Man cat look, to be Exenijited fro 
Diſtreſs in this World, becauſe de 8 8 Cal 
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Tbeſ. 3. 3. 1 Per. 5. '9. Heb. 10. 32. Rev. 3. 
ts 088 Sow in Tears, and Set to Sea 1 in San 


and Travel in Diſtreſs of Weather. 4 


The Croſs be begins a Chriſtian's Coutſe, and he mup 
ay to Heaven. Our Ather?s Houl: 

is not without due Diſcipline ' and. Correction. Ti 
jeedful that the Sons of God be in heavineſs for 1 
$ealon, thro? manifold. Temptations. Whilſt there 
is a God that ſees it needful to Chaſtiſe us, ane 
1 whoſe Caſe and Cure require rebukes, and 
aſtruments about us fitted and ready to afflid us 
and: propenſe, thereto , tis but an idfe Dream to 
think that we ſhall away unſcourg'd to Hes. 
ven. We ſee God F every Son whom be 
Teceiveth and that tis the Character of a Spurion 
State to be without Chaſtiſement in this World, 
leb. JH 11 5 No ſooner are you brought into 


od's 
55 (Convert on and 40 1 to fp i pes State, 


bas e By 15 . Ga of cet guſt fetch 

1 bur, We have very mean Thoughts of God at 
Irreverent App rehenſions of bis Maj: jeſty; 

and Grude. "Ghtceptions © f his. Wiſdom : "Miſtake 
about his governing Name; ;Apd fond GHaceits 
about his: Goodneſs and his "fat 10 We have great 
Ver 8 l 755 ReluQangi h Þ proſecute his Iatereſ. 
Ve are "too my 0 Good, and ill diſposd 
8 121 0 8 22 „Jur. active achlt [ties are but Weak 
vggith. . We” thio Bk a oh of HR Wort 
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14, Ml 5:andaliſe thoſe Critical and Concern'd SpeCtators 
ms, WM who obſerve our Cour ſe and Spirit: Too feculent and 
droſſy to exhibit thoſe Acchunts of our Chriſtian Prin- 
ciples, Hopes and Graces,” and of the Purity and Ex- 
itineſs of thoſe Rules of Soberneſs, Righteouſneſs 
and Godlineſs, of Purity and Order that we muſt 
Walk by, to others, ſo as to make em ſee in us 
what it is indeed to be the Sons of God; which God 
defigns we muſt give: And too unturniſh'd/every 
way to quit. this Theatre - of ARtiohs' and Recove- 
1, with ſuch Praiſes and Perfections, ſuch Victories 
nd Triumphs as God would have, that we might 
more notably glorifie him when we Die. And 
therefore we have too many Sins to be rebuk'd ; 
o many Sickneſſes to be cur d,; and too many 
Breaches upon our Peace and Duty to be repair'd, 
for us to'Eſcape the Rods of God. And who can 
look to reach the Inheritance of Children, before 
theſe Errors be corrected, theſe Maladies redreſt, 
nd theſe Attainments made ? Sin then deſerves theſe 
Rods, and Sickneſſes and Frowardneſs require em, 
and our Recovery from Contracted Loads and Ma- 
ladies make em neceſſary. Theſe Chaſf nings there- 
ch {Whore and 'Rebnkes muſt make us know the Name 
| at of Cod, value his Favour, perform His Will; fear his 
1 7; 1 851 take his Condudt, "ſubmit to his Diſpoſals, 
an acquieſce therein. By theſe muſt Conſciences 
its be rous d up: Our Errors and: Miſtakes cortected: + 
eat Our Idols broken: Our Principles and Biaſs made 
elt. N more ſtrong for God and Holineſs : Our Snares diſ- E 
corer'd and remov'd : And our Drofs purg'd away. 


cak MThcſe Chaſk'nings muſt make Conviftions'deep and 
1d, Wſtrong,” and make us Know'ro purpoſe: thiy Vality df 
> of ais World, the Holinefs of God and Laws tlie 
De- ales of Sin, the Remainders of the” Oid Mm 
e te” e Ufe and Temper of the . e 
t de, and Kindl het "bi 
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God and Chriſt ; Holineſs and Heaven to Cure 
Exalt and Satisfie our Souls. Nor can the Poper 
and Luſtre of the State and Spirit of Adoption h 
made manifeſt, but by our ſingular Temper and De. 
portments under the Chaſt'nings of our Heav'nl 
Father; nor thoſe Improvements made of Divine 
Conſolations, Influences and Advantages, which may 
beſt ſerve the glorious Purpoſes of our Chriſtian Lay; 
and Charter. And if you look up towards God 
himſelf, your Heay'nly Father; His Diſplicency muſt 
be manifeſted againſt your Sins; his Rights aſſerted, 
his Laws conveniently executed, and every thing 
by him remov'd from you, which is diſtaſteful 1 
Himſelf, 7 

And his Int'reſt in you, and Impreſſions on you, 
muſt have their glorious Diſcoveries and Eruptions 
from you, by ſome moſt famous and unimitable In 
ſtances and Effects, that all may ſee the Excellence WW 
of the Sons of God, and underſtand God's Name WW 
and Int'reſt in them. FE <0 Uſe 
Nor muſt God's Enemies, the World and Fleh, 
be countenanc'd or conniv'd at, in their bold Ulſur- yr 


1 
. 


pations and Encroachments upon his own. Prerc- 

gatives and Throne. And if the Rod ; muſt bring Alli 
about theſe mighty Purpoſes aud Deſigns, what mul 
Child can look to be without it? And if yon look i b 


about you, and into the World, the Holy War 
muſt be Maintain'd, Sathan will Muſter up his 
Hoſts and Forces, and you muſt Fight with / Beaſts 
at Epheſus. The Spirit of your, filial State will bid 
Defiances: to all that is bad, and then bad Men 
will execute bad Things upon you, ungrateful to 
ſinful Fleſn; and as God's Rod, they inſtrumental 
1y ſhall execute God's Fatherly Anger, and exerciſe 
Jour Strength and Graces, and vex your, Fleſh, -thi 


Sad may. thereby: make you. and Jour Fouls. 
„ Her, He that is molt... mindful of God“ 
Word, is beſt prepar d for his Rod, N, 1775 | - 
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> inces did fit and ſpeak againſi me, but thy Ser- 
ant did -meditate in thy Statutes. Thy Teſtlimo- 
ies alſo are . Delight, and my, Counſellors, Pl. 
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are upon un: fe that neither knows. his "ITY bi 
| 'wha can he doe FS: 

"What Gag reſtrain Extrayagancies | [ OE A 
f ppart his Spirit! But he that bears it in all 
Thoughts, and always on his Heart, that God. is a 
Father; and that he ſpeaks to him, and cares for hin 
Accordingly, and | affeQtionately, uſderRands the End 
And Uſefulreſs of Rods, and. the U Decorum of 
an even Spirit under em, as tlie - Wo el tells him, 
can ſtand and thrive under Rods. 

I * There is no Antidote againſt Extra 
like our remembring whoſe, and Who we, are and 
what God ſays to us as to "Children in AM lon, 

' ſhalt call me my Father; and ſhalt not turn 4 
6 from me. from after me, Heb and, Return 
Ie, ye BackNliding Children, and Tw' 2 heal y Your, Buck 
Hiding: Behold we cont to thee. for thok art th 
Lord our God, aid thoſe that hat” aha their 
Way, and forgotten the Lord their tho” upon 
R-membrances of themſelves they ſaid, We e doun 
in our Shame, and our Confuſion covereth. u. for ur 
have ſinned againſt the Lord our God; we oy, our, Ei. 
4s rom our Touth, #ven to this Day, and habe no 

ed the Voite of the Lord. 15 G0. Thee th they de- 
, not Gods Cha fan. Truly. in the Lord ou 

4 is the Salvation of frael; an 4 6 thus the 
fainted not; in Jer. 3. 21,25. When we. .veſpgs 
our ſelves as Creatures, then we arc ſubmiſſive, Jo 
- 22. When, as. Sinners, we Are ready to aſcribe 

ighteouſneſs 10 God. When, 2 Children, then we 

hore re Ho e, arid joyful Expeftations of advantag cous 
br, - Ciaſtnings * 
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Conſidered and Applia 2k 
and Salvation, how paviene ſhall we de under our 
Sufferiigs, as being guarded by our Expectatians a- 


aſſt Dſpondengs 2nd Srahuornnel 7, Weg. 
d che Sons of God, and as ſuch caution'd and ex- 


horted, that the Remembrances of our ſelves and 


fo od may more effectually preſerve” the eue 
Ea Temper of our Spirits right, But when theſe. 


Reins are quit or looſned, we are then either like Iſſa. 
car, couching down betwixt our Burthens; or like 
the wild Aſs's Colt, or Dromedary, engag'd in Wan- 
rings, Traverſes, and wanton Courſes. We either 
ſtorm, and foam, and tear up the Ground through: 


and e , And : l | 
10, Fierceneſs, and moſt impatiently rage and murmur. 
1; uoder our Scourges and Reſtraints; or elſe we ſink 


and fall as in a Swoon, or under mortal Stabs and 
Strokes.” We have then unequal Pulſes, and uneven, 
i, Tempers, and act not conſonantly to what werela-. 
hei, Nevely are, or federally hope for. We either boldly 
challenge God, or moſt unmercifully diſtract our 


pon Ee . 
1 ſelves; and being chafed in our Minds, we turn our 
enn Tormentors; or elſe we give up all as loſt and 


. Nene, and fo reject thoſe rich and powerful Cordials, 


% {bib lye ſo near us, for the Prevention or Removal 
% four Swoons. And by theſe low-ſpirited Proſtra- 
% ons of our Souls, even at the very Feet of our Cala- 
jy Inities, we are ſpoil'd by what ſhould heal, and {lain 
ped by what ſhould make us live and thrive. 


Inf. 6. How greatly ſhould we reverence and re- 
ſpect our Heavenly Father, and readily. regard all 
that he gives, effects or ſpeaks! Mal. 1. 6. Deut. 
32.6. 1 Fob. 3. 1. We ſhould, as Children, be hum- 
ble, tractable; chearful, and ſubmiſſive; walk, as. 
the Sons of God, without Rebuke, Phil. 2-15. Purſue 
lis Buſineſs, Luk. 2. 49. And paſs the time of au. 
nourning here in Fear, 1 Pet. 1. 14,17. We 
lhould caſt our Burthens on him, and leave our Sup- 
4 olications and our whole Concernments with him, 
1 ad centre all our Hopes and Reſt. in, him, and 
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222 HEB RE WS Wi. 5. 
antidote our Fears by this Relation, Rom. 8. 15; for 
in the fear of the Lord is ſtrong Confidence, an 
bis Children ſhall have a place of Refuge, Pro.14. 26. 
All that our Father ſpeaks, ſhould we regard; all that 
he lays upon us, ſhould we bear; all that he gives, 
ſhould we accept; all that he claims, ſhould we 
reſign; and that he promiſes and undertakes,ſhould we 
confide in and reſt upon. We muſt have no Suſpi. 
cions of his Faithful Conduct, no Jealouſies about 
his Fatherly Compaſſions and ReſpeQs, no Quarrels 
with his Providence, and no vile Surmiſes of his Neg. 
lecting or Rejecting any of his Children, what ever 
he inflicts npon 'em. We muſt truſt him, tho? he 
Kill us, and follow him in the Wilderneſs, and in : 
Land not ſown, and glory in him, as in our Al. 
ſufficient Portion, when all things elſe ſhall be & 
gqueſtred from us. The Honour which our God con- 
errs upon us ſhould preponderate againſt all the 
Diſgraces and Contempt which Men can pour out 
upon us. Oh! It is enough for us that we are 
the Children of his Holineſs, Choice and Joy, and 
that all, which he hath, is ours, that is fit to be 
beſtow'd upon us: That he will guide us with his 
Eye, and gather us up amongſt his Fewels, when 
he makes em up at laſt: And that he will ſpeak 
kindly to us, in this our Wilderneſs-Condition : 
What Praiſes, Services and Thanks can we account 
too much for him, who hath adopted us into the 
Privileges, Care and Comforts of his Family! 
Such a Relation, ſuch an Inheritance, and ſuch He 
nour, ſuch deep Compaſſions, and ſuch Provident Re- 
gards to us, when moſt Afflicted, ſhould certainly 
Melt our Spirits down into all Affections, Re- 
verence, Submiſſions and Obedience, that any way 
may correſpond with this Relation: And make us 
mind both Rods and Exhortations. | 
1. Exhort. Let us not then deſpiſe the Chaſt nim 
of the Lord: For we have formidable things : 
. | | es | Make 
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make us Tremble. Can our Hearts endure, or 


Hands be ſtrong, when God ſhall lay his Hand up- 


oa ns? Ezek. 22. 14. Is not a Fehabob, or Ma- 
gar Miſſabib ſufficient to bear Rebukes above our 
ſupercilious Contempt? Have we ſuch Words and 


Fingers on our Walls, and ſuch Convictions of our 


ewn Demerit, and Defections, and can we lift our 
Hands up after the manner of Contemptuous Egypt? 

Have we not great Declenſions and Miſdemeanors 
highly chargeable upon us? Where is that Attribute 
of God's Name, that Article of Faith, that Rule 
of Heart and Life, on which we have not made our 
Breaches and Invaſions? The Spots ev'n of Chil- 
dren we are call'd now to Remember. Oh! What 
irreverent Thoughts, what rude Approaches, what 
ſurly and ungrateful Spirits, what baſe Deſigns, 
and what irregular Converſations are we arraign'd 
for at the Bar of Providence this Day ! Where are 
thoſe Imitations and Reſemblances of our Heav'nly 
facher to be found amongſt us, which God hath 
long expected from us. What Conſolations and 
Directions have we Concocted and Digeſted ? What 
ahove others have we born or done for God? 
How many Bills are there upon the File againſt us ? 
And how many Irems of our ſad Milcarriages ? 
Doth God Rebuke without Juſt cauſe, whilſt Ig- 
norance and Error thus abounds amongſt us? Such 
Mercies, Counſels, Warnings, and Merciful Advan- 
tages to have made us Burning Shining Lights, 


and the moſt glorious Mirrors of our Father's Holi- 


neſs and 8 and ſcarce one glorious Emanation 
and Tranſmiſſion coming from us? Such Sacraments, 
Means and Mercies, to accommodate and oblige us to 


de as the Sons of God; yea, and ſuch glorious 


Profeſſions of, and bold Pretences to the State and 
Þirit of Adoption; and yet fo ſhort in our Diſco- 
veries, ſo ſoure and rigid in our Spirits, ſo unſtable in 
our Purpoſes, and fo disorder in our Practices; and 
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umbled, and why. may not 


may not you find your Recovery as Coſtly It ls 


Spirit 
Cilcu 
cs if 
glory 
Praye 
Jour 


ae matter to bear God's Chaſt'nings well, and tis 


t 

oor Minpofible you ſhould be without em. | | 
nſe If you Reſpe& your God; Will his Rebukes be 
0d {Mslighty and Contemptible ? Think not that God will 
to he deſpis'd in his Rebukes, or for them. He knows 
nd Now to ſubdue your Pride and Arrogance, and God 
nd in make you Smart and Tremble, but he will make 
ne Nou Reverence his Name. No Spirit can be too 
6, Proud, or Big for him to deal withal. Have you an 
of Warn lite God? Or can you Thunder with a Voice ike 
ok in? Tis better that you yield to him, than fall he- 
or- Whore, and under him. ST 5 


It yon Conſider, what your Preſent and Approach- 


he 
oh i"; Chaſtning are, are they not formidable in their 
nt Wipe&ts, and fatal in their Iſſues? Do you account it 


Trivial or Nothing, to have your Lives and Comforts 


„ torn away in Wrath > To have your Enemies in- 
to Nolting over you? To have your Glory taken 
nt from you? To have God's Enemies carry themſelves 
de towards you, as if they had ſupplanted you in all 


your Filial Privileges ; and as if no Purpoſes and 
Soirits could be countenanced by God, but what are 
Calculated and Contriv'd for your Deſtruction. And 
:5 if it were a Sport to God, as well as them, to 
glory in Reproaching and Defeating you Profeſſions, 
Prayers, and Hopes? And is it deſpicable that by 
your Wantonneſs Three Famous Kingdoms ſhould be 


pint Deſign of God, and of hie Enemies, and yours, 
both to Unpeople and Unchurch us as it would be, 
ſhould France prevail, (which God forbid) if 
not, deſpiſe 0 1— 1 ob tek! 
Exbort. 2. Faint not when you are rebuked of 
um, E 94. 19. Ram. 8. 14-3979. e 
The Caſe of Children may be ſad, but never deſ- 
berate, 2 Cor. G. 10. and 12. lp. Lou never can be left 


WildergcG and Flames, Deu. * And me 


Conſedered and Applied. a2 


aſt into ſuch ſad Convulſion-Fits, as if it were the 


$5 Orphans; God minds and values you in both your 
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226 HEBREWS xi. 3. 
his Face be hidden Providentially from you for a ſes 
ſon, yet in Everlaſting Kindneſſes will he Remember I that 
you. . $797 once called, but never found her ſelf for. Hope 
gotten wholly of her God. We have many things, it I Char; 
we be Children, to Refreſh and Support us. There Ml aſſur: 
"is a God, our Friend and Father to regard us, and that 
to charge his Name and. Providence with us. One pare 
that is Great, and therefore can relieve ; One that MW Why 
is Good, and therefore prone to help us: One that Mito 2 
is Wiſe, and therefore knows how to deliver us from 
Ten plations, or to Support us under 'em, and to Ml — 
Advantage vs thereby. We bear the Name and Image 
of this God upon ns, and he never diſreſpects his 
own Similitude : He hath fer his Heart upon us, and 
by the Adoption he hath giv'n us, we are made too Ml © 
near and dear to him, to be forſaken by him. He is 
our God ev'n in Covenant, and hath Secur'd and 
Cheriſh'd our joyful Exrectations of Deliverance and 
Relief from him, ev'n by that Faithfulneſs which 
cannot Fail. He bath giv*n vs his Son, to give us 
our Acceſs into this Grace of Sonſhip; and Chriſt, 
by, Office, is God's Remembrancer of his Children, 
as to all their Suit 'rings and Grace. 3 
Ad what then can be Grudg'd ns, or Deny'd us? 
Rom. 8. 30. He bath giv'n ns the Spirit of Adoption, 
as our Pledge, Se!, and Earneſi of the Inheritance 
of Children. And this Parac/ere is to Form, and 
Frame us tor the Choiceſt Grace and Mercies, and 
make us Acceptably and Succeſsfully to Solicit for 
our ſelves, He hath giv'n us thoſe Promi ſes, which 
we may boldly Plead, and thoſe Aſſurances of all 
that is Good, which Filial Holineſs, Faith, and Hope 
may live upon. And he Conſidereth our Strength 
and Circumſtances, that our Suſt' rings may not ex- 
ceed our great Encouragements and Supports. And 
he hath ſet à Cloud of Witneſſes before us, all bear- 
ing Teſtimony to thoſe comfortable Truths, which 
may Invigorate our Patience, Hopes and Joys: _ Hl 
vi * = 


* * 
- * 
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er that he will not loſe our Souls, nor ſhame our 


pes, his Word and Oath aſſure us. And he bath 
if MW Charg'd us to ſeek his Face in all our Troubles, 


— — = 3 abt omen —— 
. r 3 n 
* n — 


or Motive rather, why an even Temper ought 


te aſuring us, that we ſhall not ſeek in Vain: Bur; ly 
d that our Worſt things ſhall end in Better, and pre- 4 
ie Ware us for em. Rom. 8. 28. 2 Cor. 4. 16—18. fl 
at Wl Why therefore {ſhould we Faint? For Rods are good; 14 
x io make and do us good. ei k 
to il — — — — — 9 
ge | K 14 Be | 4 
1 e „„ D 5 
Fr whom the Lord Loveth he Chaſtneth, and. p 
vs Sconrgeth every Son whone he receiveth i 
n. HES FE Words contain the firſt Argument, j 
$2 Mb be preſerv'd under the Chaſ'nings and Correcti- BH 
, ens of the Lord. And there are ſeveral Motives | f 
ice Nafiſted on this Part of the Chapter. Y 
nd I 1. The Conſiſtency of theſe Rebukes with God's 0 


for nd then, % wales - RG £32 115 

ich MW 2. The Suitableneſs and Congruity of this Car- 
all Wiaze unto this Relation. God doth no more than 
pe Fiat becomes the Authority and Prerogative of a 
th Naber. He dealeth with you as with Sons: Lon bear 


' 
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x- Wo more than a Child's Lot, and nothing is Fflictec 
nd Wn you, but what is the Lot of Ch#/dren to un- 

ar- ergo, and their Duty to endure. _ For mbar Son ie 
ich We, whom'the Father chaſt neth not? Ver. 3j. Aid then, 
nd 3. The "Abſence or Neglect of Chaſt'ning, argues / 


1 4 
n S8. 


Spurious State. For if all be partakers of it, then 
| Q-2 he 
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223 'HEBREWS xii. 6. 
he is no Child, that goes without it. In ver, 8. 
And farther, | A. 


+4 We Rev'rence our Carnal Parents, when, and 
tho Afflicted by their Chaſt*nings; and, ſhall we 
not do it much more to an higher Father? Since 
he is, 7 5 
1. The Father of Spirits; and, 2. We may and 
ſhall Live by this Submiffion, ver. 9. . 
And farther, 5. They have oft done it Arbitrari. 
ly, and out of Humour, Paſſion, and Self-will ; La. 
ter their own Pleaſure, ] but God, for our Profit, to 
make us Partghers of his Holingſs, ver. 10. And 
therefore the greax Deſign and Aim of God's Re- 
bukes and Chaſt nings will juſtiſie what he In- 
flicts, and Challenges our Regular Enduring hereof. 
And then, 6. Great is the Good that comes from 
our being Exercis'd by ſuch Afflictions, and Incom- 
parably greater than the Evil which we are Calfd and 
Conſtrained to Endure. ver. 11. Where Nate, that 
I. Tis granted that Rods are, 1. Not joyous; but, 2. 
Affiitive for the preſent. 2. Tis acgd (to Prepon- 
derate againſt all Reſentments) that, 1. The peace- 
able Fruit of Righteouſneſs is yielded ; that this 
Fruit, 2. Is to'come afterward. And, 3. That the 
Fruit is certainly yielded to zhoſe only that are Ex- 
ercis'd thereby, and to all them. TIES 
Theſe Arguments therefore are to be conſider d 
Diſtinctly in their Order. And each of theſe is con- 
ſiderable in its Senſe, Force and Uſe. 1 
Now my Text preſents us with the firſt Argu- 
ment or Motive, viz. That Love of God to his Sons. 
1. Mherewith this Diſcipline conſiſts. 2. Of which 
it is Reſultant and Expreſſive. And, 3. For which. it 


* 


doth Prepare. 


Dodd. e neither muſt Deſpiſe nor Faint under tht 
Chaſtnings and Rebukes of God, ſince be. Chaſdens 


whom. be Loves, and Scourges every Son whany I 
7 He | | 0 077 
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Whom the Lord Loveth he Correcleth, evn as a 
Father the Son, in whom he Deligbteth, Prov. 3. 12. 
See Deut. 8.5. God's dear and near Relation to us, 
his warm Affections towards us, his Complacency to us, 
and that Diſcipline which he accordingly undertakes 
for us, ſhould moſt effectually Antidote our Spirits 
againſt all Quarrellings with God, contempt of Diſci- 
pline and Fainting under his Rebukes. Had theſe Corre- 
ions no Taſtes and Reliſhes of Love, no Calls and 
Tendence to effect that Frame of Spirit and Courſe of 
Life, wherein the God of Heaven doth overtake the 
greateſt Pleaſure, and no confidefable Aptiiefs or 
fign to keep us from what might make us Dege- 
nerate, Sordid and Univiſe, then might we tafily and 
mote juſtly Faint than zow we can. But fince hoth 
the Spirit, Deſigns, and State of Love, fray fo hat- 
moniouſly be preſerv'd therewith, and all the Ex- 
preſſions and Effects of Love may be deriv'd and re- 
ceiv'd hereby; we need not quit t ofe Reins, 1 
our afflicted Ntinds and Hearts may be feftrain'd an- 
manag d. For we may be elected and afflicted, L uke 
18. 7. adopted and 4 Exod. 4. 22, 23. Heirs 
of all Things, and yet deſtituię, aficted and tor- 
nented, Heb. 11. 38. highly efternd and dignify'd 
Too, and yet reproach'd and flighted by the Sons of 
elial, and the worſt of Men: God's Hal) 17 i 
and pet inſulted over by the Propane and Ra 
World ; highly approv'd of by the Heart-ſcarching 
God, when boldly Rtrgmatis'd and cenſur d by the ca- 
lutnniating World, maintain d in the ſtricteſt, fweet- 
eſt, and moſt abiding Fellowſhip with bbth the Faiher 
and the Son, when here excommunicated and rejected 
as the vileſt Perſons, and ſtripp'd of all; when yet, 
in comfortable Taſte and certain Hope, we are Po” 
feſ4of him; who is more than all, and of all wi 
him; God never yet deterniin'd, nor allow d, 7 | 
we ſhould, take the Meaſires, Sjnijtortis, or Coll 
dufions of our Spiritual State frofn what we felt, 
or met with in this World,  Q 3 = 7 
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It it moſt Laagical to ſay, God bath forſaken ur. 
becauſe he lays his Rods upon s. Our Heritage lyes 
not here, nor did God ever yet Deſign, that our 
Adoption ſhould exempt us from Spiritual Agonies, 
or Temporal Diſtreſſes, If then the worſt of things 
that can befal ns, cannot extinguiſh nor implead the 
Spirit, State and Claims of Love and Sonſbip; to in- 
fer, chat we are no Favourites, from being 222 at 
Sons, is Vain. TE. FW 

Quer. 1. What is the Sence of this Paſſage, both 
as t the ſingle Terms, and as to the Propaſition? 

1. By the Love of God, we underſtand his Good. 
N unto his Children, and ſo his merciful Reſpeds 
tooth their Perſons and Concernments, as one con- 
cern'd for their Gocd, and one delighting therein; 
and thus God hath a merciful Reſpe& unto the Refu- 
ſers of his Grace and Goſpel ; and ſo far Loves em, 
as that he hath provided for em what is fit to do and 
make em Good, ſuppoſing their Acceptance and Im. 
provement of it; and he Exhorts, Urges, Tenders, 
Waits, Expoſtulates, and Reſents exceedingly their 

Ingratitude, Seli-cruelty and Madneſs. And thus he 
wiſhes and attempts their Reſcue: And this Love may 
be, where ſaxctify:ng Grace hath not prevail'd for 
their Converſion, F 

2. We principally underſtand his Complacency in 
them, as his Favourites and Mirrors His taking 
Pleaſure ſo far in em, as to Eſteem em his Sons and 
Paugbters, and ſetting ſuch à Valve on 'em, as that 
nothing ſhall ever turn his Heart againſt em, as un- 
worthy of this Favour and Adoption, according to th? 
Tenor of his Goſpel-Covenant. They are, and ſhall 


be his Delight. ee RN 

3. And conſequently thoſe Effects of Love, which 
are peculiatly to be given to em, as Arguments and 
Demonſtrations of ſpecial Complacency in em, and as 
the Priviledee and Poſſæſion of Adoption; all the In- 
aunitiesc and Infranchiſements of a Go/pet.Churter, 5 
„, 


[i . 7 


whatever. may become this near Relation to em; all 
that, Special Grace fits em for. Thoſe that are 
chaſten d are the Perſons to whom God bears Good- 
ill, in whom he takes Delight, and for whom he 
deſigns great Gifte and Priviledges, cv'n the higheſt 
greateſt Favourites. A N 

2. By Chaſt ning Lratalꝭuet] we underſtand his ta- 
king of em under Diſcipline,” or his engaging in a 
Peculiar fort and manner to Effect their Cultivation 
and Improvement, or their FH⁰l n Education by all 
fit Means. All that he Loves, he und-rtakes to bring 


and moſt ample Ble/ngs that can be diſpens d to the 


em up, and nurture 'em moſt conſonantly io his 


great Purpoſes and Uſes, and their Preparation for 
the Felicity, and Employments of their adopted 
State : To Emprinciple and Model 'em aright, is his 
Deſign, and Voluntary and Peculiar Charge. 

3. By Scourging every Son, c. is meant his teach- 
ing and edoctrinating em by ſharper Providences, when 
other things will not mould and keep em right. Eve- 
ry adopted Son he Scourges, it he receives em: Seeing 
tis not fit, that the Priviledges and Immunities of a: 
Fathers Houſe be granted, unleſs the Laws and Or- 
ders of it be obſerv'd and kept. And this Correcti- 
on therefore will be Farharlyß;ñ 2% e 

4. As to the Sence and Reach of this great Argu- 
ment and Motive, take it thus: Mhom the Lord 
Loves, he Chaftens, and Scourges every Son tohom he 
Reasuen; char Dior SW aun 

1, God's Ghafi*nings and Szourges are inflicted on 
em, though he Loves em. Rods and Love are well 
conſiſtent; Pa 89. 30,—33-' His Love ſhall not pre- 


vent his Diſcipline, nor are his Rods the Inſtruments 


of Vindictive Juſtice, nor the Real Harbingers'of Re- 
venges. There ever have been the ſevereſt Exerciſes, 


where there hath been the greateſt Love. Name me 
that Favourite whom God loved too: well to ſtrike. 


7 - OF 


Our Intereſt in God's Paternal Love, is nd Exempti- 
| k 5 2 4 8 hae 6. 
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232 HEBREWS xii. 6. 
on of us from the Diſcipline of his Rods. God's 
Heart runs out as freely towards, and works as vehe- 
mently for his Children, when under his Corrections, 
_ as: when they are moſt at Liberty therefrom : ] 
Row the Thoughts (ſaith God) that I have toward 
you, Thoughts of Good, and not of Evil, to give you 
an expected End. Were Rods the Symptoms of ex- 
tingwſh'd Love, and of abſolute Deſertion and Con- 
tempt in God of us, we then might fink indeed, and 
ſpend our Days in fearful Expectations, Horror, and 
ſpair. But tis not ſo, God and all may be ours, 
when nothing elſe looks pleaſantly upon. vs, nor 
s comfortably to us. r 
2. God therefore ſcourges us, and chaſtens us, be- 
cauſe he loves us, Rev. 3. 19. E/. 119. 75. 1 Cor. Il. 
32. Strict Diſcipline argues great Reſpects, and 
deep Providence for the Good of chaſtned Children. 
God will not ſpare his Rods, to the Diſadvantage or 
Deſtruction of his Sons and Daughters. Sharp per- 
ſecutions ſhall file off the Ruſt that cleaves to Souk, 
od bitter Potions make the Spirit more refin'd and 
found, Should our inordinate Appetites be gratify'd, 
our wanton Hopes and Fancies pleas d, and proſper, 
and all our ſiniſter Reſpects and Ends obſerv'd, and 
ſecur'd, we ſhould grow ſick to Death, and fink as 
Eead, by our own great Weight. We do moſt vehc- 
mently covet; what finally would confound and ruin 
ns, And were God's Love to us as cold and fond as 
ours, we ſhould aſſuredly be deſtroy'd, and periſh in 
wr own miſtaken Satisfactions. But God will not 
form the Methods of his Diſpenſations towards us, 
according to the Sentiments and Deſires of our ſo 
ond and carnal Hearts. Tis rather what we need, 
dan what we like, that God deſigns to hand out to 
us; and th entertain us with, 
23. God Obaſtem vs; that he might more notably 
and gloriouſly expreſs and exerciſe his Love towards 
16. Hereafter, 2 CM. 4. 16, —18. 1 Prr. 1. 6, 7. 


2 Tim. 


i Conſidered and Applied. „ | Wes. 2328 
2 Tin. 2. 12. and x Pet. 5. 10. Our Suff rings here 
are but to g e us a better Inſight into things, a deep- 
er Senſe of Godlineſs, larger Defites of Grace and 
Glory, and greater Capacity to receive more ample 
Meaſures and Degrees thereof, and to provoke us to 
warmer Zeal, and greater Courage in thoſe Combars 
and Encounters, which ſhall reſult in nobler Vctories, 
Triumphs, and Rewards, that ſo we being more con- 


form'd to Chriſt, in great Atchievements and Succeſ- 


ſes, may make better Reflections of him to his great- 


er Praiſe. How pertinent and lofty to our Purpoſe is 


that Paſſage of the Theſſalonian Church! 2 Theſ. 1. 
4—12. where the Apoſtle ſpeaketh thus: We glo- 
„Vor your Patience and Faith in all your Per ſe- 
cutions and Tribulations that ye endure. A manifeſt 
Token of the righteows Fudgments of God, for which 
ye alſo ſuffer : ſeeing it is a righteors thing with God 
to recompenct 70 yon who are troubled, reſt, with 
ws, when the Lord 12 ſhall be reveal d from Hea- 
ven, and come to be þlorify d. wwe therefore pray, 
that God would count you worthy=—that the Name of 
our Lord may be gloriſy d, e. 

We are not yet ſo amiable as Grace by Sufferings 
will make us, nor yet ſo capable of our Maſter's Joys, 
nor of thoſe peculiar Characters and Accents of Re- 
nown aud Honour, which God intends to load mag- 
nanimous and patient Souls withal. God therefore 


keeps the ſtricter Hand upon us, that he may purge 


away our Drofs, exalt our Faculties, burniſh our 
Gifts and Graces, and frame us to the Praiſe of the 


Glory of his Grace, by Jeſus our Mediator and Exem- 


plar. Nothing {6 much reſtrains the Diſtributions of 
God's choiceſt Favours, or checks the 1 and 
dom of his intimate Converſes with us, nor 


renders us ſo unmeet for our moſt triumphant Fal- 
age to our State of Heav'nly Joys, as thoſe Aliehati- 


r Rods m do. 
4. God; 


ons and Contraktions of our 
muſt remove and chre. This 
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4. God's Diſcipline reaches all that he admits into 


his Family, and tis expected that all his Sons con- 
clude it, and conſent thereto, Acts 14. 22. God 
muſt be Soveraign, Maſter and Comptroler in his 
own Houſe, And 'tis with him to hand out all his 
Gifts and Favours upon what Terms he pleaſes ; and 
he appoints us all to manifold Corrections, 1 The. 
2. 2. He undertakes their Education and Improve- 
ments, to make 'em lovely, and fitted for the Bleſ- 
ſings he defigns em; and he muſt judge about the 
Means, and Ways, and Methods of Inſtruction. And, 
ſeeing he ſcourges Children, as one that loves em, 


and that he may teſtifie his Love thereby, and fit 'em 


for the more glorious Explications and Expreſſions 
of his Faithfulneſs and Kindneſs to em; and ſeeing 
alſo that he knows and finds that every Child deſerves 
and needsit, we cannot be ſuppos'd either to forget 
his tender Heart, or their. Neceſſities and Concerns, 
or to tranſgreſs the Bounds of his own Tenderneſs, 

or of their Advantage. He therefore that will not 
bear Correction as he ought, nor be contented to be 
rebuk d, when God ſees and thinks it fit and need ful, 
he values not the Love of God, nor does he think God 
fit to undertake the Charge and Truſt of this Rela- 
—_— | * . 
Quer. 2. What is then in this Argument that can 
. enforce this Charge, Not to deſpiſe or faint. 


1. God's Love is more confiderably fit to ſet and 
| keep us right, than his Chaſtnings can be to put us out 
of order. Eſal. 30. 5. and 94. 19. His Favour is 
more beneficial than his Rods can be afffictive to vs. 
ITis he alone can ſave or ruin us. And if he love us, as 
a Father doth his Children, tis but 27 ſorrouful, and 
yet always rejoicing, that we may make our Paſie, if God 
Hhath ſet his Heart upon us, tho or what can harm aus 1 Pet. 

3.13. His Heart commands his Hand, ſhoots forth the 
Glory of his Name, Se ever paſs before us in the 
Uaikell and moſt ſtormy Night, Ares his Eye, pon, 
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and for us, and caſt his everlaſting Arms both un- 
derneath vs, and about us. Love keeps the Jewel 
ſafe; not only when the Cabinet that holds it is in 
danger, but alſo when it breaks. And there is no- 
thing truly formidable or deſtructive can befal us, 
whilſt. our Souls are dear to God, and ſafely kept 
by him, Rom. 8. 35,—35. And what if we be re- 
proach d, pain'd, plunder'd, wrackd, and kilbd! 
All this may come upon us, and turn to our infinite 
Gain and Honour, whilſt we are Favourites and Sons. 
Nothing that can be here ſequeſtred from us, can be 


additional to the Felicity and Perfections of our 


Heavenly State. We want not all we have not; 
all may be ſooner ſpar d than miſt, whilſt we ſtand 
right in God's Eſteem. God leaves more with us, 
whilſt his Heart is ſet upon us, than what he takes 
away from us, by thoſe Rebukes which come upon 
vs. For whilſt he loves and minds us as his own, no 
Good: ſhall be deny'd us, or remov'd from us, P/al. 
84. 11. The Lord is my Shepherd, TI ſhall not want; 
be reftoreth my Soul, and leadeth me in the Paths of 
Righteouſneſs, for his Name ſake. And tho I malk, 
lui fear no Evil, for thou art with me 
ſurely Goodneſs and Mercy ſhall follow me all my 
Days, and I will dwell in the Houſe of the Lord 
for ever, Pſal. 23. 1, 3, 4—6. Now therefore, if 
we deſpiſe, or faint, we diſengage the tend reſt 
Heart, and under value and ſuſpect the faſteſt and 
moſt eligible State and Love, and make that go for 
nothing with us, which is more than all. But if we 
be the Objects of this Love, tho all be taken from 
us, or imbitter'd to us, that we can value and poſ- 
ſeſs below; we loſe not any thing but what may 
comfortably. and ſafely be ſequeſtred from us. We 
here may. gain, by being loſers, and be full, by be- 
ing emptying, and beſt poſſeſs our ſelves and God, 
in thisretiring Ark of Love and Patience, when. no- 
thing elſe is left us to be reſorted to, by Carnal 


Self 
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Self. That is a ſtrange Soul indeed that is not ſa 
tisty'd with all, and that in a Pet will caſt aſide the G 
ſole and certain Rule of Conſolations, (he Love N 
of God) becauſe not humour'd in Trifles. M 

2. The Senſe of Rods ſhould not be practically MW 48 
wreſted, nor their End and Uſe perverted, I/. 49. W 
14, 15. Lay. 3. 18,—36. Idwe!! with him (ſays God) L 
that is of a contrite and humble Spirit, to revive the 7 
Spirit of the Humble, and the Heart of the Contrite; I S 
(Here is Love now reſident with the tractable and 
patient Spirit) for 1 will not contend for ever, nei. 
ther will I be always Wroth, leſt the Spirit ſhould 
fail before me, and the Souls which I bave made. 
(Here is Tenderneſs) For the Iniquity of his Covetouſ- 
neſs I was wroth, and ſmote him; I hid me, and was 
wroth, and he went on frowardly, (turning away) in 
the way of his Heart. (Here was God correfing 
him in Faithfulveſe, to reform, and make him love- 
ly, and the Jews fainting and contemning) ] bave 
ſeen bis Ways, and I will heal hin, and reflore Con- 
forte to him, and to His Mourners. (And here was 
the De/ign and Reach of Love, to make 'em fitter for 
their Joys and Mercies.) I create the Fruits of the 
Lips; Peace, Peace. (And here is the Purpoſe, E- 
nergy, and Propenſion of true Love to Chaſt'ned Chil- 
Uren) I/ 57. 15, — 19. When we deſpiſe, or faint, 
we queſtion Love, or undervalue the Expreſſions and 
Productions of it; and thoſe Corrections which 
Love orditins to Life, we make to be to Death. 
Love binds afflicted Children to regular Conftructi- 
ons of the Rods they feel, and the Belief and Senſe 
of Love therein, ſhould make us apprehenſive of 
their true Ends and Uſes, and thereupon to purſue 
the great Deſigns thereof. But theſe two Extreams 
miſtake the Diſcipline of God, and lock on the ge- 
nuine Reſults of Love, and the Arguments and Ef- 
feets: thereof, as Signs and Proofs of that Regardleſ- 
l end Coen e in God to is Children, which 
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God abhorrs, and moſt Emphatically proteſts againſt. 
Now who can think it warrantable to Cheriſh and 
Maintain ſuch groſs Miſtakes of God. When God 
aſſures by all he ſpeaks and does, that he ſtrikes us, 
not that he hates vs, or deſpiſes us, but becauſe he 
Loves; muſt his Affections and Expreſſions be fo 

Cenſoriouſly Interpreted by vs, meerly becauſe his 
Scourges bite us? God, he exerciſes Diſcipline on 
vs, meerly becauſe he priſes us too much to loſe us, 
af or neglect us, and we forthwith deſpiſe or faint, as if 
ve thought him Treacherous or Unconſtant in what 
he profeſſes and takes upon him. Oh! That we 
uf: had no other Arguments to cheriſh fears of Dere- 
v2) liction and Divorce from God, than what God lays 
7 WF upon us? God Afflicts and Loves; he Strikes, be- 
7% = cauſe he Loves; Carry accordingly. 

' il 3. god is look'd upon as either Partial, Falſe and 
Cruel, when we deſpiſe or faint. And the Right, 
the Spirit, and Behaviour of a Father are Impeachd 
by us, E/ 77. 10. Hath not a Father Right to 
"7 Cuhaſten and Correct his Children? And hath not God 
Pe much more? Muſt we Capitulate with him to receive 
I only Good from him, and no Evil? Is there no Diſ- 
E IF cipline in his Family > Can we expect he ſhould: 
? make us Children, by ſuch a merciful Adoption, la- 
d den wich ſuch high Privileges, and with the Entail of 
h of ſuch a Glorious and Goodly Heritage, amongſt the 
1 Hoſts of Saints and Angels ; and yet think, that his 
; ncedful Diſcipline ſhould be diſpens d with? Would 
f 

- 

J 


we be made Partakers of this Filiation, and of the In- 
heritanee with the Saints in Life, and not be fitted for 
it? Or muſt we Arrogantly and Superciliouſſy De- 
ſpiſe, or ſullenly Faint under the Judicious Nurture of 
our Father, which tends: ſo clearly to our Cure? 
Will you Arraign the God of Heaven, as ſtrangely. 
foxgetjul of himſelf or you, when he inſtructs 
ang. teaches you by the Thorns and Briars of the 
ildergeſs ? Did he ever Promiſe to Exempt you, 

I - q upon 
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upon your Admiſſion into this Honourable and holy 
State? Is he deceiv'd himſelf, in thinking ſuch Cor- 
recions Neceſſary, when he finds the Contrary? Or 
| hath he deceiv'd you, in promiſing that you ſhould 
Live and Die without Correction, in what need 
ſoever you ſhould ſtand thereof? Can you call him 
.Cruel, becauſe by Rods he fetcheth forth your dan- 
gerous Folly, and curbs that Wantonneſs of Spirit, 
and all thoſe Practical Extravagancies, and Diſorders, 
which if NegleCted or Indulg'd, would be more Per- 
nicious to you, than the ſevereſt Rods can be? Would 
it appear like Faithful Care and Love, to let you 
paſs on in uncontrould, in feoliſh Principles, and 
Courſes, till you are grown too Proud, too Foul, and 
Froward, to reliſh and receive the Bleſſings of his 
Children ? Or can yon think him Partial, that you 


muſt be without thoſe Scourges, which all your Bre- 


thren hitherto have born, and which all the Reſt 
muſt bear? What can you meet with, Feel, or Fear, 
that wants its Parallel in others? God Scourges every 
Son, and why not yon? He Loves others as his re- 
ceiv'd Sons, and he doth nothing unworthy of a Fa- 
ther to 'em, and why may not the ſame Refation and 
Affection be as Conſiſtent with, and 2s well Ex- 
preſs'd, Teſtifid and Promoted by the ſame Rebukes 
on yau, as upon others? For all are Lov'd, and Fare 
alike thus far. 3-3 = 
1. Infer. God's Afflicting Hand upon vs, ſhould 


not abate our Eſtimate of him, nor Love to him. 


Hab. 3. 17, 18. We ſhould Love him, tho? he 
Strikes us. His Excellence deſerves and claims our 
Love, and his Reſpects to us ought to cnflame it. 
If God's peculiar Love to us may well conſiſt with 


his Iaflicting of Chaſtiſements upon us, well may 


our higheſt Eſtimate of him, and our moſt cor- 
dial Camplacency in him, 
notwithſtanding all we feel fron him. Love doth 


not always, nor principally confiſt in Fondnefs. To 


Love 


be preſerved by us, 


0 we Lg 0 * 1 


Confedered and Applied. 239 
Love God only, when, and becauſe he 38 us, 
is to Reſpect him Ultimately for our ſelves, and 
meerly as he fall in with what we fooliſhly eſpouſe, 
defire and proſecute, Becauſe we are pleas'd to our 
hurt, we can think well of God; but where is the 
Bleſſedneſs of ſuch an Act or Spirit? It argues Vani- 
ty, Folly, and pernicious Error and Miſtake in vs, to 
let our Affections Ebb and Flow with the uncertain 
Motions of theſe things. „5 
It is ſpoken of as one ſad Inſtance, Cauſe and 
Indication of Apoſtacy, that becauſe Iniquity (or 
Trouble) ſhall abound, the Love of many ſhall wax 
cold, Matt. 24. 12. God muſt not have our Hearts 
unleſs he will ſuit the Methods and Diſtributions 
of his Providences to our wanton Fancies and vain 
Humours ! But is this the Carriage of a Child? Fob 
blefs'd his Heav'nly Father, as well in Emptineſs, 
as Fulneſs. We muſt Admire and Value God, as 
ever Equal to Himſelf, and Conſtant to his gracious 
Purpoſes, and Abundant in his Relative Care and 
Kindneſs, when we have little ſenſible Diſcoveries 
or Taſtes thereof. Sence is no competent Judge of 
what befals us, nor of what is proper for us. God 
13 the ſame he was, and as much a Father, and Com- 
paſſionate and Kind to us, when he Affects and Scourges, 
as at other times. If there be any thing Suſpicious, or 
Degeaerate, or Unlovely, 'tis in our ſelves, All 
Changes for the worſe are in our ſelves alone. 
Were there a ſteady Tenor and Decorum in our 
Spirits and Deportments, anſwerable to Divine En-. 
dear ments, Engagements and A ſſiſtances, that would 
never be done by Rods, which might be Effected 
without them. © | 
Why ſhould we then abate our Love to God, or 
intermit its Pow'rful and Noble Exerciſes, becauſe 
Afflicted ? If we be Sons and Darlings, when moſt 
ſeverely Scourg'd ; why ſhould not relative Eſtima- 
tions and Aﬀections be preſerv'd in their conſtant 
Strength and Verdure? 2. Infer: 
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2. Infer.God's Chaſt nings ſhould Inflame our Love N. 
the more, becauſe they ide from his Fatherly Care = 
and Love. He Chaſtens us, becauſe he Loves, and Nen, 
therefore we ſhould Love him the more. We Faint N ten 
not, but though our autward Man Periſb, our in. re 
toward Man (whereof the Spirit and Vigour is the WM thu 
Love of God) 1s renewed Day by Day, 2 Cor. 4. 16. Nero 
In God we boaſt all the Day lang: And praiſe thy for 
Name for Ever. Selah. But thou haſt caſt off and and 
put us to Shame; thou haſt given us like Sheep that 
appointed for Meat : And has ſcattered us among the  : 
Heatben. Thau fe elleſt thy People for ought. and i wha 
doſt not increaſe thy Wealth by their Price. Thou N 
makeſt us 4 Reproach to aur Neighbours, a Scorn ¶ eſiz 
and a Deriſion to all about us, My Confuſion is N Goc 
continually before me, and the Shame of my Face 
hath recover d me : For the Voice of him that Reproach- 
eth and Blaſphemeth ; by reaſon of the Enemy and the 
Avenger. All this is come upon us; yet have ue 
not forgotten thee, neither have we dealt falſly in 
thy Covenant. Our Heart is not turn'd back, nei. 
ther bave our Steps declin'd from thy Way. (Here 
Remember 1 John 5. 3.) Tho thou haſt ſore broken us 
in the place of Dragons, and covered us in the 
ſhadow of Death. If we have forgotten the Name of 
our God, or ſtretchd out our Hands to @ ſtrange 
God. Tea, for thy ſake are me. Rilld all the Day 
lang, Pſ. 44. 8—22. with Rom. 8, 35—29, Oh! 
How kindly ſhould we take it, that God fo provi- 
dently brings under thoſe profitable Rods, which 
ſhall morecloſely bind us to himſelf 1 Baſtards are 
ſpar'd here to their own Deſtruction. and Reproach, 
Fatted (like Ephrazm) for the Slaughter in.a large 
Place, They are ſuffer d to Die without the In- 
ſtructions and Advantages of theſe Filial and Kind 
Rebnkes. And foithey pleaſantly paſs to Hell, and 
meet with no Contronlments or Rebukes in Provi- 
dence, 4illithey are. ſunk beneath all pofſible Recove- 


ry 
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ry and Relief. They have all their Portion heres 
but of the Sting they are not aware. They are noc 
empty d from Veſſel to Veſlel, therefore their Scent 
remaineth in em. But what is the reaſon ? They 
re but Spuriovs, and therefore Diſregarded ; ant 
thus thro' Luxury and Senſual Satisfactions: they 
grow Cold and Rotten at the Heart. How there- 
tore ſhould it raiſe our Hearts, that God is reſolv'd 
and engag'd to cure us, and he will ſpare no Rods 
that may improve and Better us | 
3. fer. We ſhould be better, and not worſe, by 
what we feel: More lovely, and more like Children, 
by Corrections, Job 23. 10. For who can blame- 
lefly and ſafely fruſtrate the Principal Deſign of 
God's Corrections? Ezck. 24. 13. Take away ( ſays 
Slomon) the Droſs from the Silver, and there ſhall 
come forth a Veſſel for the Finer, Prov. 25. 4. l! 
ſad and a Remarkable Complaint which God bias d 
out againſt his Firſt-Born Iſrael, — when he us 
ſpake to the Prophet. Son of Man, the Houſe of Iſ:2ct 
is become Droſs to me: All they are Braſs, and Iin, 
and Iron, and Lead in the midſi of the Furnace ;, they 
are even the Droſſes of Silver. And, Therefore thus 
faith the Lord God, becauſe ye are all become Droſs, 
behold therefore I will gather you into the midſt of 
Jeruſalem. As they gather Silver, and Braſs. and 
lron, and Lead, and Tin into the midſt of the Fur- 
nace, to blow the Fire upon it, to melt it; ſo will I 
gather you in mine Anger, and in my Fury, and I 
will leave you there, and Melt you. Lea, I will ga- 
ther you, and blow upon you in the Fire of my Wrath, 
and ye ſhall be Melted in the midſt thereof, cun 
as Silver in the midſt of the Furnace ——Eze". 22. 
18—22. This is the Fate and Fare of Reprobate 
Silver, which-cannor. bear the Fire. The Bellows are 
burnt, the Lead is conſum'd of the Fire, the Foun- 
der Melteth in vain. —Reprobate Silver ſhall Men 
call em, for the —_— rejected em, Jer. 6, 295 3 . 
| * 
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But we ſhould be refin'd as Silver, and try d 1; 
Gold, fitter to call upon the Name of the Lord 
Succeſsfully. For I wel! try en thus; (ſays God, 
and then, then they ſhall call on my Name, and I wil 
bear en I will fay, it is my People; and thy 
Shall ſay, the Lord is my God, Zech. 13. 9. Doth 
God deſign to Purifie us, that ſo the Trial of our 
Faith—may be found to Praiſe and Honour, 1 Pet. 1.7, 
And ſhall we thus Degenerate, and not Act the parts Sel 
of Favorites, and well-educated Children, in no meet I tha 
' Inſtances of ſingular Proficiency and Advances? No W 
Luſts ſubdued ? No Graces burniſh'd * No Victories Sha 
obtain d? And no Erruptions manifeſted of Fervent, iſ beſ 
Vigorous and flaming Love? What! Shall no Drols vpe 
be left behind? And no Purity and Luſtre be de- W. 
rived from that Furnace , whereinto the Lord the 
ſhall caſt vs. Oh! Let us look and Act like Son: Ml But 
and Darlings. . | lig 
4. Infer. Nothing ſhould melt our Holy Filial Con- fur 
ſolations and Ambition down, Matt. 5. 11, 12. em 
x Pet. 4. 12— 14. As Sorrowful, yet - always Re- the 
forcing, 2 Cor. 6. 10. God Loves us, and we need if fro 
not matter who /hall Hate us ? He Values us, what lee 
therefore ſignifies the Contempt of thoſe whom he I ner 
Deſpiſes and Abhors ? We are not born of Fie tis 
and Blood, but of God; and if all Characters of lg- cat 
nominy and Diſgrace be faſten'd on us, tis no Dil- I 50% 
honour and Reproach to undergo em. Let then il the 
Curſe us, that are the Children of the Curſe , it I dar 
God will Bleſs us, from whom alone all Bleſſings I iii 
come, Who can ſuppreſs or ſtint thoſe Joys which 50 
ſpring from All-ſufficient Love > Who can Impo- and 
veriſh us, whilſt we, as the Sous of God, to inherit I vio 
all things ? What ſhall — us from the Love of N ng 
God, or ſtrip us naked of our Treaſure and. Delights, 


on whom the everlaſting Springs are to iſſue tortt 
their Stores? He is no ſpurious Abject, nor deſpica- 
ble Begger, that God delights in, and entails the Heri- 

„ „ tage 
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tage of Children on. Let them hang down their 
Heads, and lick the Duſt, that cannos derive their 
Pedigree” from ow High; and have na mare than 
Husks ta live upon. No wonder, if Perſons of 
ſuch deſperate Fortunes, as have na Hopes and 
Proſpect of any thing beyond this World, are ma- 
nacled, and bow'd down. with ilaviſh Fears, and hor- 
rible Confternations, beyond redreſs. They that are 
Self- condemn'd, and told by ſtartled Canſciences, 
that they are evidently Expos'd to the Scarn and 
Wrath of God, may well deſpond, and court ſuch 
Shadows as appear before em. And they that are 
beſotted with their exceſſive Glutts and Sarfeits, 
vpon the brutiſi Entertainments of this bewitching 
World, may Fooliſhly take Sanctuary, and build 
their Tabernacles, and Feaſt their doting Fancics here, 
But Sont, and Favourires of nobler Extract and De. 
lifns, need not Subject their Pleaſures, anil Compo- 
ſures ta every Storm ar Stroke that falls upon 
em. Nor is it Congruous, that they ſhould Forarar 
the ſevereſt and moſt continn'd Chaſt'ninꝑs, that reſulr 
from Love. God, that Loves em, never cam Nog- 
lect em: Ard he that hath made em Cheluran, will 
never preſs too hard upon em, nor baniſh them from 
eis Heart and Heritage. God never cuts off Cov'nagt- 
ntails. The rwe Inmutable things, wherein tre In- 
rofible for God to Lie, afford Strong Conlolations: in 
the darkeſt Day, and ſpeak kim willing more abun- 
dantly to ſhew to the Heir | Promiſe the Immuta- 
bility of his Councel, which ke confirms with':an:Qazd - 
So that the Anchor of our Hope aud Joys is ſure 
and ſtedfaſt, Heb. 5. 1720. Qur Joys remain In- 
nolable, and, with: our Ambition, ſhanld be excend- 
ing Great and High. 195 N 
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| Heb. 12. 7. 


If ye endure Chaſt'ning, God dealeth with you, 
© as with Sons For what Son is he, whom the 
| Father Chaſteneth not? Ver. 8. But if ye be 
without Chaſtiſement, whereof all are Partakers, 
then are ye Baſtards, and not Sons: 


7 words bring in the Second and Third 
1 Arguments, and Antidotes againſt Fainting un- 
der Chaſt'nings, viz. 1. The Congruity of this 
Diſcipline to the Authority, Spirit, Purpoſes and 
Deportments of a Father ; that is, here is nothing 
in Rebukes unworthy of the Authority and Ten- 
derneſs. of a Father. 2. The commonneſs and ge- 
neral Extent of theſe Corrections. You Fare no 
worſe than other Children; rohat Son is he ——* 
And this Diſcipline is ſo common, as that Exempti- 
on from- it, would rather. ſpeak yon Baſtards , than 
Children. 1 5 ; 
Now here it is Obſervable how, 1. That Com- 

pellation in v. 5. My Son, is taken np for great 
Impfovements; and, 2. That Paſſage in v.—6. And 
 Scourgeth every Son, is here moſt amply and em- 
pharically Treated, and Infiſted on. So that my 
Text is indeed but a farther Illuſtration and En- 
forcement of the former Argument, 


. , 


If ye.) The Children of God by Faith in Jeſus Chriſt 
and nom in the ſmart Exerciſes and Encounters of 
your Chriſtian Courſe and Calling, and that are 
not ſaluted and exhorted by the Name of Sons. 

q Endure 
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Endure Chanſlning.} Be under providential Trou- 


bles, as Divine Corrections, and bear em well; that 


, if ye rather undergo em, than finfully prevent 
em, by Compliances with Sin and Sinners; or caſt 
em oft by your Apoſtaſies and Retreats from God, 
waen ye have felt the Smart thereof, or mermur un- 
der em, and grow impatient and weary of em. 


God dealeth with you as with Sons. 1. Tis but 


the Care and Carriage of a Father towards his Chil- 
dren to Chaſtz/c you: And if he find you towardly 
and ſubmiſſive, he ſhews you the Tenderneſs of a Fa- 
ther, and ſuch generors Kindneſſes as fait that near 
and dear Relation. 5 - 

For what Son is be whom tbe Fat ber chaſInetb mot g 
1. Evn Earthly Parents uſe this Courſe; as, 2. Ha- 
ving Right and Power to do it; and, 2. Judging it 
expedient, and well enough conſiſtent with Fatherly 
Affection, in order to their Childrens Good. And, 

2. God, our Heavenly Father, ſpares no Children, 
when his Glory and their Good require it. And do 
you mention, if you can, what Child ever yet eſcapu 
Rebukes under God's Care, or in the Houſe of any 
wiſe and careful Father? For this expoſtulatory Que- 


ry imports both, I. A politive Aſlertion, that cis 


ordinary and expedient for Parents to correct their 
Children: And, 2. An Appeal or Challenge to us, to 
prove the contrary. What Son—2 Tell, if yew can. 


But if ye be without Chaſfliſement.} 1. Ether have 
no Rods upon you; or, 2. Troubles, no way tend- 


ing or —— to your Amendment. 


Whereof all are Partakers.) 1. In all Ages, one 


way or other; and, 2, More peculiarly in theſe times 
of theirs, wherein the Goſpel was oppos'd by all. 


Then are ye Baſtards, and not Sons.} [rivu, degene- 


res & illegitimi] For, 1. Did ye eſpouſe the Cauſe 
of Chriſtianity, and act as Children towards your 
God, you could not eſcape the Rods and Scourges of 
your Day, ſeeing the _ and. Courſe of Children 
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is the grent But uml Mark of Rage from Furch aud 
Hell. And, 2. Were you truly born wt Got, a5 yon 
are fram d for Diſcipline, fo would you alfo betty 
thereby, - For Winter Graces ſhall have their Wimer 
Storms to exerciſe and try em, and none but Baſtard; 
VDoctr. That ſeeing tis but the Lot of / Sons 
_ and: Favourites to be Uhiſtia u, and its argues Spur: 
auſneſs to be without em, therefore we ſhould not 
um, Rom. 8. 29. 1 Cor. 10 13. Jer. 9. J. and 21. 
18,—20..; Baſtards and wicked Perſons-have mo Bard: 
in their Death, nor trouble as-other Ailen.——Bebold, 
theſe are the ungodly: that. proſper in this World; they 
increaſe wm Riches : But tas; for me. (ſays David) 
verily I bave. cleaned my Heart in vain, and waſt'd 
my ilusdi in Innocenty. For all the Day long have | 
en plaguell uni chaſined. every Morning. If 1 ſay. 1 
el /peak- that: bebold 1 Mould offend againſt the Ge- 
neren of thy Children. And-iof - his, his Linder. 
flenting the. End of the Wicked, in God's SanTuary 
gave hem the beſt Account, P/al. 53.4.5 ,12,—17. : 
Nowy my Text includes, 1. That Sufrings: were 
upon theſe Perſons. 2. That. God hereby was deal- 
ing with em, and ſo that hil their Rods were abſo- 
hately - at God's Diſpoſal. 3. That God efflicted em 
& his Favourites and Chiklren. 4. That therefore 
there was Coarſe for what he did, in that his Chil- 
Arens Sins delerv'd chef Rods; m. Their Hd Vantage 
rte Anendment did require” n. 5. That they 
were not the Et, nor were to be the Lat, and 
therefore not the only Sens s be febuk d. And, 6. 
They weve evidently Sons, und not Baſtards hereby. 
- Oxey. xy. Wherce is it evident that God accounts 
chem Sn, ad thut he dnl h them as Some, whom 
he vebukss and chaſtennßnßn n a 
: x, From the Charters uu Commendation which 
God trath Siren thefe whom d aut chaltnell, Hh. 
17. , Ya. s. 8. Thus we End ddt whoſe de hd 
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the ſharpeſt Trials, of whom the Lord hath given the 
higheſt Characters, and the moſt liberal Commenda- 
tions. God teſtify*d of Abels Righteouſneſs, and yet 
was he deliver'd into the Handsof cruel Cain, Heb. 11. 
4. Noab, that Man, whom God commended to his Face, 
what tedious Work had he! What Difficulties and 
Diſcouragements did he encounter for that Hundred = 
and Twenty Tears, (and longer) that he Lance 
Righteouſneſs to the ungrateful World! Gen. 7. 1. 
Abraham, thac Friend of God, Father of the Faithful, 
of whoſe Domeſtick Faithfulneſs God profeſs d him- 
ſelf ſo greatly ſatisfy'd ; what Cluſters of Temptati- 
ons did God caſt upon him ! He was call'd to leave 
his Father's Houſe, and to go he knew not whzrber , 
adreadful Famine ſends him intoEgypr. Sarab was taken 
from him there; He being in Danger of his Life, She 
of her Chaſtity. His Brother Lot was taken Prifoner. 
When he was deſtitute of Hopes that any Seed ſhould 
iſſae from him, he marries Hager, and thence great 
Sorrows ate procur'd to Abrabam and Sarah. Big- 
belly'd Hagar flies. Abraham, when old, muſt bear 
the Inciſions of the circumcifmg Knife. Sarah again 
ter 


is taken from him by Abimelech. Iſbmae! and H. 
muſt be baniſh'd from Abrahams Houſes. And, af 
all theſe Sorrows muſt his Son Iſaac be offter'd up; 


and his own Father's Hand commanded to give the 


Mortal Stroke. And what Carriages he liv'd to fee in 
Iſhmael, we little are acquainted with. What do we 
think of Lot in Sodom, I/racl in Egypt, Meſes's Pro- 
vocations from both the Iſraelites and Egyptians ; 
of I/aac, Facob, Foſeph; of all the Prophets of Jefas 
Chriſt, the Apoſtles, Primitive Martyrs ; of David, 
Hezekiab, Ruth, Job, &. Whatever perions God 
makes honourable Mention ot in Sacred Writ, and 
whoever they were that God took up into themoſt 
intimate . and moſt familiar Converſes 
with himſelf; thoſe ever had the ſharpeſt Exerciſes 


and Correftions. And is it not thef evident, that 


R 4 God 
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God accounts thoſe Sons, and ſets his os accor- ſl the 
dingly upon em, over whom he keeps the ſtricteſt I Ten 
Hand, ſeeing that of thoſe he ſtrikes, he ſpeaks moſt MW whi 
honourably ? 2 all 
No From the great providential Kindneſs he hath MW cnc: 
ſhew'd * em, eyen in the. time of their CorreCtions, vin 
Ads 7. 9. and 27. 23, — 25. and 28. 2, — 10. 2 Tin. wit 
4. 16, 17. What do we think of Noahs Ark, of Lor; Son 
Deliverance, of 2 's Viſions, of I/rags Fayour liti 
ia the Egyptians Eyes, of Moſes's frequent Viſions of MW Cal 
is God. indneſſes trom. him, and Gnyerſes with Ro 
hin: of Daniel's Angel in the Lion's, Den, and the I pa 
Fourth accompanying the Three famous Martyrs in the W fer 
Flames? Jeremy, Eſther, and Mordecai, David, and W Me 
who not? God's Eve ian to and fro to ſee, his Ears I anc 
were always open to entertain the Cries, and his I nei 
Hinds ever were at work to remedy: and reclreſs MM Ge 
the Afflictions of his Servants. No Day was ever Ter 
ye 2 dark, but that ſaome Light appear d. No Storm 

ſo fier ce, but ſome Sports and Coaſolations: were 
ned. No Labyrinth was {o. intricate, and no do 
ilderneſs, ſo uncouth, but that ſome Tracts or Con- TI 
duct was diſcovei d aud indulg\l. . God, never left WW of 
himſelf without \' / itngls of his paternal Care, ard 5 
'viſible Acknowledginents , and Avouchmeats of his 1 4 
Relations and Affections to his ſuffer ing Children. 1 7b 
Nor were they ever yet for ſaken Jo, but. that forme i 
Hope and Help remain d for em. Their Hopes weir 8. 
Ever anſwer d either in Kind vr. Value., And what N 6. 
is this but the Heart and Dyating of a Father. it 
3. From the Kindneſſes he hath ſhew'd and done a: 
by all the Sufferipgs which” he hath laid upon em. 2 
Ram. 8. 28. Some gregier Evils have been prevented; 0 
ſome diverted by leſſer Strokes, they have by Sence I fi 
— = fadght to wet the Vanit) and dangerous De- I 
| 8 of Tranſitory Things. Proſperity Nays the £ 
F, imp e, Eats out che Spirit.and V LT of Religion, a A 
8 Men n Proe. ar NED Feat. the Allcement of 1 
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the Fleſh, whilſt the Heirs of Promiſe, by dwelling in 
Tents, have eſcap'd theſe Deceits, and all that Guilt, 
which grows ſo very great and plentiful, by having 
all things proſperous here. What Storms in Conſci- 
ence? What Fears of Wrath! What Tokens of Di- 
vine Deſertions! What Interruptions in Converſes 
with, and Avocations from Aſcents to God, have 
Sons eſcap'd by their Corrections! Tea, what Forma- 
lities and Triflings have been prevented by Divine 
Caſt igations! And how much Grace and Joys have 
Rods repleniſhed. the Sons of Diſcipline with, and pre- 
par'd em for! Great Faith, high and vigorous Hopes, 
fervent Defires, provident Cares and Fears, ſignal 
Memorials both of Integrity, and of Divine Appear- 
ances, and mighty and plentiful! Fruits of Righteouſ- 


neſs, have been the Harveſt and Effects of Rods. For 


God then moſt - gloriouſly acted in, with, by, and for 
em, and ripen'd 'em for Duties, Hopes and Glory, 
4. From: God's Eſpouſals of their Cauſe, and his 
Reientments of all thoſe Injuries which have been 
done to em by others, Zech. 1. 14, 15. Iſa. 66. 5. 
Thus ſaith the Lord, I remember thee, the Kindneſs 
of thy Touth, the Love of thine Eſpouſals, ——[ſrael 
as Holineſs to the Lord, the firſt Fruits of his Increaſe: 
All that devour him (hall offend ; Evil ſhall come upon 
them, ſaith the Lord, Jer. 2. 2, 3. For he that touch- 
eth them, toucherh the Apple of God's Eye, Zech. 2. 


8. When the Lord bath performed his whole Work up- 


on Zion, and on Jeruſalem, (ſaith he) I will puniſh 
the Fruit of the ſtout Heart of the King of Aſſyria, 
and the Glory of bis higb Looks, Iſs. 10. 12. -Edom 
and Babylon paid dear for all that Jacob ſuffer d from 
em. Cain got his. Characters of Divine Revenges 
from good. Abel's Blood. The old World 'periſh'd by 
Water, Sodom by Hre, and all the Conſpirators of 


God, amongſt their other Crimes, 
enor of the final Sentence, Marth. 
| | | ES | 25. 
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25. 45, 46. It is (ſays Paul) a righteous thing with 
5 = ———— Tribulation to them that Ad 
you; 2Theſſ. 1. 6. Balaam was ſorely check'd for his In- 
clinations to curſe the Seed of God. And you ſel. 
dom know that Per ſecutors go unpuniſh'd to their 
Graves. Herod dy'd miſerably, and Char/es IX. And 
God takes his purpos'd Times and Ways to burn thoſe 
Rods which ſo afflict his Children, So that we ſec, 
tho: Rods be us d, yet Sons are Sons, and Darling; 
ſtill. So little cauſe have we to fear the moſt potent 
Duſt. Pharaoh, Sennacherib and Daniel's Enemies, 
and Informers, got nothing by their Rage againſt the 
Sons of God. 8 585 7 
Quer. 2. Why are they Baſtarde, and not Sons, 
that endure not Chaſt'nrags and Corrections? 
Note 1. That [1696] imports a Perſon either le- 
gitimate, xs to Extraction, or degenerate, as to Spirit I ac 
and Deportment, And thus they that are not Chaſt- vet 
ned, were either never Born from Above, or Falx from f 


the Spirit of Adoption, even as to ſhew. on, 
2. They are therefore here call d Baſtarde, and arc I are 
manifeſted ſuch, by being unrebuk d, in that, Da 


1. They cannot but be known and hated by the E- din 
nemies of God, were they deed his Sons. The M 
Wicked are God's Rod, and tis the Spirit and Courſe 
of Sons which they abominate and oppoſe. And no 
true Son of God, but he muſt oppoſe the wicked 
World, and feel its Strokes, Jobs 7- 7. and 15. 19. 
If then the Scourges of the Wicked reach d em not, 
it was becauſe they were too like che Enemies of 
God. Wo ro you (ſaith the Lord Redeemer) when 40, 
Men ſpeak well of you. He only that can calculate 
the Meridian of his Spirit and Behaviour, - unto the 
Humours of a ſpurious and erate Age, may 
keep himſelf from Troubles. But if the Spirit of 
Adoption be truly in us, in an evil Day, and congru- 
oully 20 in open View, the Scourges of the Tongue 
and Hand will fall upon us, in 1 Fer. 4. 4. — | 
RT CO ni ge wana .lity, | 
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lity, Degeneracy, and vile Comphances with che fin- 
fit Humours of an Apoſtate and prophane Age and 
Day, ſhall meet with gentle Uſages: But to be Sons 
indeed, is to be made a Prey. 

2. Such vile Comptiances with wicked Men and 
Things, are altogether inconfiſtent with the Spirit 
ind State of Sons, 1 1 3. 10. Heb. 10. 38. Rev. 21. 
7,8. They went oat J, rom iu, becauſe they were not of 
uw; for ift 1 us, they would, no doubr, 
have an 7 with ut: they went ont, * 

bt he made maniyt — 10 were not all of ud, 
= 2. 19. Were Men tnaeed the Sons of ( 
could they renounce their Father, and att againſt him? 
to obtain their Reconcilements to the Sons of Beal 3 
Would they become the Wenthercookts and Chunglings 
of their Day, or mould their Principles and Practices 
according to the Shapes and Pleaſures of God's in- 
veterate Enemies? Blamelefs and harmleſs ut the Som 
of God, in the midſt of a crooked and perverſe Nari- 
on, 1s 'the true Courſe and Character of thoſe that 
are born znderd of God, Phil. 2. 15, In perfecuting 
Days, -Perfons of Place and Action cannot in any or- 
dinary Way eſcape Rebukes. 

3. It is a Sign God gives em up as hopelefs, and 
beyond Amendment; which God would mever do to 
Sons, Ia. 1. 48. P fal. 81. 11, 12. For God al- - 
ways chaſtens, whitft there is Hope; but when they 
have hardned themſelves,the Rod is caft ahde. Tis true, 
the Our ſe of God may ligt and Keep upon em. Some 
Strokes to make ern terrible Eabnrples, and uſeful 
Warnings unto others; and to afflict themſelves with 
foretaſtes and Preſages of Divine Revenges. Bat 
this is Punifhment, and not L. ext. Bur (alas) 
God hedges not their way with s, to top their 
vile Extravagancies, but rather lets * boſe, vo N 
def a 6 e 2 Grit and Herr 
my onnd imer | 


4. When unrebuk d, they cannot but degenerate M . 
more and more, Fob 21. 7,—15. How greedily will with 
Sin be ſwallow'd down, and how enrag'd will their I "©, 
Luſts be, when glutted with their uncontroul'd Satif. high 

factions! They that can force their Paſſages unto are ( 
forbidden things, thro? all the Checks of Providence, M "FE 
what Traverſcs will they make in ſinful Courſes, when acc 
all their Hindrances are remov'd in Judgment to em. il * rid 
Sleepy Conſciences, active Luſts, and no Rebukes, are glor 
' fuch great Evils as Sons muſt not have. bes 
Quer. 3. What is there therefore in this Argument &. 
fit to preſs us not to Faint? . 

1. The Honour of your Sonſhip is ſo high, as that I Die 
no Difgrace fhould fink you, 755 3. 4. John 1. 12, 13. 
Deftitate, aflicted, tormented, of whom the World waz 
ot worthy, Heb. 11. 37» 3, „ Obloquies and are 

Scourges of licentious, ſcurrilous, and prophane God 
Tongues, ſhonld be e a to rs, for we are Pr 


far more dignify'd by God, (wkilſt own'd by him as his 1 3 
Children) than we can be diſgracd by Men, by the'r Lan 
| e Ig Speeches to us, or vile and low Accounts deſe 
of us. No nobler, or more honourable Ground of I eh 
Trouble can there be than this, that tis on God's be 


1 the Diſcipline of his Children, on our part, the 
eft and Spirit of Children, to endure it, and on 55 
the Enemy s Part, the Spirit and Badge of their be- dat 


ing Aliens from God's Family and Seed, and Ene- Ma 
mies to us, becauſe we are the Sons of God, The but 
Spirit of Glory reſts upon us, and ſhall the ſtigmarti- - 


Zing Names of Abjets be accounted ſuch Diſhonour, 
as that we ſhall ſneak and faulter in our Spirits, be- 001 
cauſe they call us as they pleaſe? Oh! this concur- 
rent Teſtimony. of God's Spirit with ours, that we Bee 
are the Sons of God, ſhould make us pleaſe our ſelves, I Au 
and keep our Spirits up, that God hath dignify'd us I dre 
to be his Children, and therefore made us valuable Di 
in the Eyes of both His Majeſty, and of all His es. I 1 
venly Hoſts in Rom, 8. 15,518. It hould be fre f dt 
n e e 
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with us, to be judg'd of Man, whilſt we are call d 
the Sons of God. For to be Sons, is to be in the 
higheſt C/a/5 of exalted Favourites. And whilſt we 
are Children, all the Contempt which others pour forth 
upon us, and all the Aﬀronts they offer us, will be 
accounted Preſumptuous Injuriouſneſs, and daring 
Pride and Folly, when God {ball come to own and 
glorifie his Sons and Daughters. | EL 
And ſhall we account it to be more diſgrace to 
us, that Men reproach us, and ſink our Spirits more 
thereat, than it is Honour to be receiv'd into the 
Dignity of this Adoption? And, than it can ſupport 
our Spirits thus to be? Oh! How many inſtances 
and beams of Honour reſult from this Relation, and 
are included in it! If Sons, then Heirs, Heirs of 
God, Co-berrs with Chriſt, Felloto-Citigens, Kings and 
Priefts, and all that can be dear and ſweet. We 
may far ſooner ſtretch, and wreck all Rhetorick and 
Language into Inſignificancy, than Hyperbolies, in 
deſcribing all that Honour, which being Sons of God, 
exhibits and imports. And ſhall we therefore faint, 
when Men afflict vs with Terms of Ignominy; and 
Reproach, and vain Deriſions? 2 
2. You are but Sons, and therefore under Obli- 
gations to be reſolv'd into your Father's Pleaſure, 
Mal. x. 6. Children, (as ſuch) are not their own, 
but to their Father's Pleaſure and Diſpoſal muſt 
they ſtand, Now he that Faints, /o far reſents his 
Father's Diſcipline, and all that Name of his that is 
Concern*d in it. Confider then, whoſe Right and Place 
it is to Chaſten, and whoſe Place and Duty it is to 
Bear it, and to Submit thereto, - Why then ſhould 


our Heavenly Father become a Scholar to his Chil- 


dren, and Submit to thoſe. whoſe Government and 
Diſcipline is his Prerogative ? He is the Parent of 
your Beings; and he'may therefore order and diſpoſe 
of em at his Pleaſure, Both Souls and Bodies are 
his Creatures. That Wiſdom, whereby he both Con- 

| e ; triv'd 
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triv'd and Form d us, is ſurely. worthy, and apt I Vile 
ta undertake our Conduct and Diſpoſal. That an) 
Pater, which ſupports our Beings, and that Goodneſs, N bad 
which is the Flock. and Fountain of our natural En- and 
richmenis and Supplies, may well be truſted: to in 
all. that can befal us. And that conſtant Providenti. 
af Care, which. doth ſo conſtantly and directly order 
all our natural Faculties and Members to their moſt 
congruous ends and uſes, may well be reſted in Submif 
lively and Serenely in all momentous Matters, wherein 
God concerns himſelf with us in this Relation. What 
Chriſt hath taught us ta acknowledge in that Clanſe, 
Our Father, which art in Heav'n) that gives us the Nl 
grounds and. model of our Deſires and Duty concerning Eng 
Aim. LHalluu d be thy Name—Y And it was aptly ſpo- I G'a 
nen by Griſt himfelf, (aur grand Exemplar, Heb. I ful, 
12 3. aud I Pet, 2. 20, 21.) Father, not my Will | * 
zut thine be done , Luke 22. 42. The Rechabiter (£10. 
were. commended, in that they foBow'd their Fe- Hor 
ther's. order, in their Abſtinence from Wine, and Off 
made a practical Reproof to others. And tis as much r 
the Duty of a Child, to be Submiſſive and Compos d, I den 
when Corredted, as to be Diligent and Faithful, ord 
Adtive and Forward, when Commanded to particular I Plat 
Services. Government: firſt began in the Relation Net 
of a Father, aud all Subjection and Obedience ia the I 191 
Carrelation of Children; —_ | 
Cad gives Pow'r to us to Correct our Children, mal 
when there is cauſe and need, and he commands out n 
Children to Submit, and not to turn Malecontents, 
ar Renegado's,, or imyatient. Murmurers, when we 
feel their Diſcipline. And if we are the Sens of God, 
we. muſt behave: our ſelves accordingly ;, and not caſt 
aff our. Tokes and Duty, and. turn Murmurers or 
Rebels,. becauſe we: ſmart under deſerved and need- 
ful Diſcipline. Hear Hen nan Earth, (ſays God) 
T haue brought. ug Children, and'\they have Rebe/!'d 
againſt me ; and hereupon their: Charafters: * 
TERA 55 Vue, 
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Vile, as that it was thought but vain to Smite em 
any more, I/e. 1. 35. Which ſhews that there 
had been already Rods both /ard and loſt upon em; 
and that they had been laid and loſt on Children, 
made it Vile. | 2674 

3. You are recerud Sous, or Sons by merciful 
Adoption and Reception, 7o. I. 12. Gal. 3. 26. 
I will receiue you, and 1 well be a Father to you, 
and ye ſhall be my Sons and Daughters, ſaidh the 
Lord God Almighty, 2 Cor. 6.17, 18. God was 
not under Obligation to make you Sons, nor did 
he chuſe you for any thing in, or from you, of 
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| which he ſtood in any need, or by which yon could 


Engage him. So that you are Oblig'd in point of 
Gratitude 20 bear all well, and to be Submiſſive, Chear- 
ful, Conſiſtent and Content under all you are call'd 
to Feel. If you be near and dear to God, it was 
no natural Birthright, by which this merciful Rela- 
tion could be claim'd of you. God found you the 
Off-ſpring, and the Children of Dzgeneracy ; and ve- 
ry Obſtinate and Filthy, with all the Marks and Evi- 
dences of Spuriouſneſs upon yon; and it was no 
ordinary Grace that Form'd you, and that Tranſ 
planted you into ſuch a Family, Stock and State, Re- 
member then the Rock from whence God hewd 


you, and what rough Stones he found you, and to 


what Grace he has Iatroduc'd you, that he might 
make you to the Praiſe of the Glory of his Grace up- 
on you. And let this minifter to your congrnous 
and meet Reſolutions and Supports. You that are 
Sons by Courteſie, and Gracious Acceptation, are no 
wiſe warranted to arraign or challenge him, who hath 
Choſen you by ſuch rich and condeſcending Grace, 
to be advanc'd and honour d by this Adoption. Sure- 
ly, ſuch merey {ſhould fitence all your Quarrels with 
your Father, and all Reſentments of his Diſcipline 5 
eſpecially confidering God's Deſigns upon you here- 
by. Think you, that God would make you Sons, 
to deal more _— you than before? Is ic 

| nor 
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not for your Honour and Advantage that you are 
thus Related ? And ſhall any thing Sink you, which 
your Father Tries and Diſciplines you by, ſeeing 
he hath #ecerv'd you as his Children, deſigning you 
to be to the Glory of his paternal Love? You had 
been more ſeverely us d, as Criminals, and Stran- 
gers, had God contemn'd you, and paſt you by. The 
Strokes and Scorpron-rebukes of his Vindictive Wrath 
would have diſtreſt you more, and ſunk you deep- 
er than any Fatherly Corrections will be found to 
do; had you been burning Monuments of Revenge, 
and ſtricken in the ſoreneſs of God's hot Diſpleaſure, 
how then would you have Fainted > When Sorrows 
could have ſignify d no good, but borne in their 
Front and Center the very Spirit and Preſages of un- 
mix'd Fury, then had your diſmal Faintings been 
Juſt and reaſonable, But when God has taken you 
from amongſt Enemies and Strangers, to make you 
near and dear to him, without your Deſerving or 
Requeſting it, and this, that you might Inherit the 
Riches of his Glory, will you diſguſt his Fatherly 
CorreQions, which are from ſuch great Love, and for 


ſuch merciful Purpoſes and Ends? 

4. You are dealt withal as Sons, and God in Chaſten- 
ing you, Regards you. ender of you, Provident 
for you, and Faithful to you. God Corres you, 
as a Father the Son in whom be Delighteth, Prov. 
2. 12. He is Tender of you, and tis no Pleaſure 
to him to hear you Groan, to ſee you Grieve, or 
to Afflict you, were it not neceſſary to his Glory, 
in hour greater good. God never yet took pleaſurc 
in the Spoils and Conſternation of his Servants, Sym- 
thy makes our Sorrows his; and his compaſſionate 
Bowels are equally concern'd with his Afflicting Hand. 

Think not that God will glory in your Anguiſh,and take 
ſuch Satisfaction in your multiply'd Calamities, as 
mercileſly to expoſe you to the Rage of his inveterate 
Enemies. God is Provident for you, and he will take 
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wandring about in Sheep Skins, and Gour- S xi ns, and 
of being Afied, Deftitute and Tormented, and that 
in Deſurtr, Mountains, Dene, and Cabes, Heb. 11. 
34, —38. Were not theſe Chiluren that endur'd 
ſich things! He that has read the Hiſtories of the Ten 
Perfecuttons, and of thoſe Barbarovs and Inhumane 
Uſages which God's faithful Children have endur'd, 
will find no Cup can be imagin'd more bitter, than 
what the Saints have Drunk in paſt Ages. We know 
indeed, that the common Trick, Pretence and Stra- 
ugem of violent Perſecutors hath been 7017, to get 
ſuch” Laws Enatted, and ſuch Edifs Publiſh'd.: as 
ſhall make falthful Obedience to God to be Political 
Rebellion to Princes, (as Daniel could no other wiſe 
de made à Rebel, but by a Lao prohibiting his 
Supplitations to his God for Thirty Days) but all 
muſt” know e're long (and it may be fooner than. 


Ie ſecure and ſleepy World _— ). no Laws of 


Men can ſuperſede the Laws of God. And it is an 
Article and Caſe not difficult to be reſoly'd, whe-. 
ther God or Man muſt be Obeyd. Rulers are of 


ine God, vader him, and for him, as to the Original and 


Deſign of their firſt Inſtitution, And if they Impoſt 
won us what God forbids, then patient Sufferin 


Wor Well (not Evil) doing, muſt be, where holy 


Actions are diſcountenancd and forbidden. 
6. Chaſtnings are too clear a ſign and proof of 


Your Adoption, for us to faint when we are calFd 


to Endure em. God hereby tells the World and 
is, that we are his, and under his peculiar Conduct, 
Care and Government, 1 Cor. 11. 32. And ſeeltg 
dur Author here brings in this Paſſage [elſe were ye 
baſtards, Cc. ] as forme pecaliar Accent of Enforce- 
nent upon his Argument; let us conſider what 


Nod ſignifies by thefe Chaſtnings, to evidence our Son- 


lip, and co diffinguiſk us from Baſtards. 
2. God hereby Leſtiſſes, that he wilt not loſt us. 
| drow (fays "5 the Corus of Man, 


with 
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ith the Bands of Love. The Sword ſhall abide in his Ci. 
ties, and conſume his Branches —— and my People are 
bent to Backſliding — How ſhall I give thee up, O E- 
'phraim ? How ſhall I deliver thee, O Iſrael? How ſhall 
1 make thee as Adma? Or ſet thee as Seboim ? My 
Heart is turn d within me, my Repentings are &i ndled 
Fegether. I will not execute the Fierceneſs of mine 
Anger — Hoſ. 11. 4, 7, —9. The Father was concern'd 
for the Prodigal, becauſe a Son, and he muſt he 
Pinch'd home. I vill not (ſays God of his revolted 
People) have Mercy upon her Children, — they are the 
Children of Whoredoms, for their Mother hath play d 
the Harlot, and ſaid, I will go after my Lovers, 
Therefore I will Hedge up ber Way with Thorns. 
and when in vain (he bath ſought ber Lovers, then 
Jhe ſhall ſay, I will go and return to my firſt Hu, 
band will viſit upon ber the Days wherein 
He hath forgotten me. Therefore behold, I will al: 
lure ber into the Wilderneſs, and ſpeak to her Heart, 
And thou ſhall call me Iſhi, Hof. 2. 4, 6, 7, 14, 16. 
Baſtards that ſteal into the Family, and.. there abide 
ſome time by Flattery, or Diſguiſe, when they de- 
part, ſuch Meſſengers are not ſent to fetch them 
back, but they are giv'n up; whilſt Children mult be 
ſearcht for, and ſcourg'd home again. Were we re- 
puted Aliens and Spurious, God would not thus en- 
gage to find us; but ſeeing he thus Rebukes us, 
he thereby tells us, that becauſe we are Children, 
therefore he will not loſe us. be 
2. God alſo teſtifies, that he will not ſpoil us, 
Fer. 9. 7. As for Baſtards let them take their 
Courſes, and teſtifie their Extract and Original by 
their vile Spirits and Deportments. But Children 
muſt be Formed and Diſciplin'd for their Father's 
Glory. God will have Incenſe pure, and Aims ſub- 
lime; the Spirit tender, and the Practice orderly. 
They muſt be Melted, that they may take Impreſ- 
lions well, and kept wy ear and Order, that * 
1 F ther's 
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ther's | Glory may be Tranſmitted © to the World 
thro? them. If they affect this World, its Glory 
ſhall be ſtain'd : If they indulge the Fleſh, God will 
diſtreſs and break it : If they be cold at Heart 
Rebukes muft warm 'em: If they grow neutral 
or unactive, their Idols muſt be broken. For the 
Father's Intereſt and Image muſt be repair'd and pre- 
ſerv'd, and by this careful Diſcipline they are &zown 
to be Sons. „ ee 

3. God hereby Teſtifies, that he will nſe you as 
prepar'd and meet Veſſels to his Praiſe, Phil. 1. 20. 
You are hereby evidently made and usd as Veſſels 
of Honour, 1 Pet. 1. 6, 7. Lour Droſs is taken 
from you, your Gloſs and Glory are the brighter, 
and your Engagements deeper for your God, A// 
are not to be: ned in great Atchievements, nor to be 
truſted in ſuch Momentous Undertakings, nor muſt all 
bear thoſe Marks and Characters of Honour, which 
Sons, when Try'd, muſt bear upon em. He that 
hath ſo Peculiarly Made and Choſen you for his 
Glory, will have ſome notable Effects and Proofs 
of his own Choice and Workmanſhip : It muſt be 
known what Sons can bear and do. And what can 
diff*rence you from others, if you bear and do no 


more than they? Your noble Aims and great Defigns 


ſhall be made evident to all, by fignal Patience, 
Proweſs, and Exploits. God will make Children 
the moſt eminent and famous Mirrois of his Name. 
Whilſt ſpurious Profeſſors took vp Religion on the 
by, and with reſerves of Reſolution and Affections 
flat ring their ee Father with bold and high 
Pretences of Filial _—_ and cheating others with 
Viſible Artificial Conformity to their Principles and 
Cour ſes, and yet were ready to withdraw at the Appear- 
ance: or Aſſault of the next Storm, God overlooks 


em all, and will not truſt his Glory with ſuch per- 


fidious Cheats; but he ſingles out his Genuine Sons, 
whoſe Principles are indeed deriv'd from Heav'n, 
= h i S 3 __ _- whoſe 
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whoſe Hopes are there, and whoſe Motions. and Pro- 
Ras are diretted thither, to be the Glorious 
roofs and Paterns of nuch Long - ſuff ring and Pe- 


tience. Theſs muſt be Empty, and yet Full; Mag: 


—— and Puiſſant, whilſt in Appearance Baſe and 
Vile; and the great Luminaries of their dark Age 
and Day, whilſt nothing but Contemptuaus Looks 
ſeem to be caſt upon em. Their Minds and Hearts 
are fram'd for Providence to do Wonders with, 
and by. And God will make dem the World's Aſto- 


| — and Condemnation, when it ſhall in them 


* 


be manifeſt, what Excellence of Spirit and Practice 
fram that Religion and Relation which 


is deriv'd. 


555 vile World deſpiſes. Now were not theſe | 


CorreQed, who could ſo well diſcern the Diff rence 
chat is betwixt the Sons of God, and the ſpurious 
Off-ſpring of Hypocrifie? Here it is that the 01d 
Mau c Heart is broken, and that Diſguiſes are pluck'd 


off. Here it is that Men may ſec the curious Work. 


manſnip of the Gręat Febovab, and what it is zudeed 


te. be the Sons of God. When we grew better by 
Rebukes, and fitter for the greateſt Storms by what 
We have felt and borne in former ones, then tis 
that God is Glorified in us; then 'tis, we ſet our 
Seal indeed to the whole Name of God, and SanQifie 
it to the beſt Advantage. When we can Credit what 


in Humane Aſpect is unlikely; and Truſt to what is 


Inviſible and Diſtant; and quit what - Fleſh; and 
Blood are moſt Tenacious of; and bear with Joyful- 
neſs and Reſolution what unrefin d Perſons are apt 


to think more terrible than Hell it ſelf; and grow 
wore Zealous by what is likelieſt to quench Zeal ; 


"we are Sons; 


4᷑. God hereby Toſtifies, that you (hall live on Chil- 


- drens Bread, whilft unchaſtis d Perſons are left to 
. feed on Husks and Aſhes, 2 Gor. 4. 12, 18. Oh! 
Were not Rods upon vs, and! Bitterneſs, and Death 


in all mac feed 'olvitrey ha eee eee 


> 


- Conſidered and Applied. | 4d; 
to this Wenne and ſo affimilated to its Children 
a8 that it would be dificult for our ſelves, or others, 
to underſtand what Heritage and Entertainments we 
deſign'd for vs. We well might go for Baſtards, 
whilſt there was nothing to Diſtingntſh us therefrom: 
Our Tempers are very much deriv*d from our Food 
1 Cor. 10. 19. And wfat we are moſt accuſtom d 
to, we are moſt: apt to doat upon; and to reſt 
Satisfied withal. Long quiernefs in Babylon made 
many 1/raelites in Love theremith. And 45 we are 
let alone in the Embracements of ur Idols, our Va. 
he and Affections will be Great'ned thereby. Ho- 
nour would make us Proud, and Fulnefs render us 
Senſual and Wanton; and Pleaſates would fo effe- 
minate and corrupt our Minds, as that we ſhould be 
Buried alive in Vanity and Sloth. We ſee. tiow 
Baſtards fare, and how Degenerated Mortats paſg off 
undiftarb'd in "their Lux#4riant Deceits. For neg 


tis thetr all, God ſuffers em to Sing thoſe Rę Jae 
to their abuſed Souls, which make em alto: O. 
more quietly and tamely their own Deſttücten, than 
otherwiſe they would do. They have  no' Bands in 
Death, therefore they fear nor God. To ext 73 
probiber Alienum. Moab Ts not emptied— 49 os 
his Scent remains. Their Minds hati "16k 

Thoughts are ſcatter'd, their Hearts he x 
their Expettations Centred and Terminated be 
every Eſau cries he hath enough, tho he oy no 844 
or Heav'n that he can call his own. 4 ſhalt 1 
faint, when God thus manifeſts our Adbption, 
Scourging, and Confſtrainir us to our Hea "ay 554 
and Brea Were we not Children, y thould dur 
Heavnly Father thus en hir 5 9 15 vs 
feed upon the Manna av oy Hae | 
what, can ſpeak him Soha: or Fo > r us, 48 
Rods upon us ? Somerhing He knows your Souls are. 
live upon: This Wortd,” he knows, is ſhort of whz 


i dem to be; he 8 * _ to chaſe and pro- 
ſecute 


And 
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ſecute theſe Shadows, and to doat upon gem; and 
if theſe be your all, you will be but leag and baſe; 
far from the Ambition, Strength and Spirit of a Child 
And he would have you fegd upon, and ſeek for 
Jomething higher and better, than what the Gentile 
World eſteems. And therefore tis that he by Rods 
imbitters all to you, and wearies you wich Rebukes, 
that you may look up to Heav'n, and live upon the 
Hopes thereof. Well then, to ſum up all the Force 


* 23 0 


of this great Argument; 


We muſt not Faint, ſeeing, 1. God carries him- 
ſelf like a Father to us. 2. His Rods are fit, and us d 
to make us Good. And, 3. We fare no worſe than 
other Sons. 4. Theſe Rods convince our ſelves and 
others, that we are therefore Sons, and not Baſtards, 
becauſe Corrected. For we hereby ſee, 1. God wil 
not Loſe us. 2. Nor Spcil us. 3. Nor Caſt us off 
as Baſe; but rather uſc us as excellent Veſſels for 
honourable Uſes. 4. Nor Star ve us, or put us off 
105 Husks, but make us Repair to, and Live on Chil- 
ere 

. Her. If the worſt of Godlineſs be ſo good, 
then. What is the beſt . Hebr. 11.13 , 16. 
You ſee, what merciful Reſpects God ſhews to af- 
licted Chriſtians; Tis bur the Diſcipline and Cor- 
fectiog of a Father which he lays upon em. Some: 
hing expreſfive. of his Parental Care, directed to 
their Ba Conceraments, and a diſcriminating Teſc 
fem fiom others, Their preſent Sorrows are the 
Seeds of Joy and all whereby they are Exercisd, 
Significant of great Reſpects to em. And if God be 
here ſo dear and tender of em, as to giye em gentle 
and medicinal Strokes, that he may ingenerate more 
fog mote pur Children, and treat 'em bet- 


er than the reſt, of Men; what, will he do for em, 


5 


When they are perfected and refin'd by their Suff rings? 
Who would, t rather be Child of God in Rap 
and Sorrows, than a Son of Belial with all the Or- 
WWW 
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naments and Advantages of this World ? We hereby 
ſee, that the Proſperity of Baſtards tends to Death, 
whilſt the Afflictions of the Sons of God ſpeak them 
Favourites, and lead em to the Felicity of the Saints in 
Life. *Tis but the Lot and Portion of a Child, to be 
in heavineſs thro? manifold Temptations,whilſt that ex- 
emption from Diſtreſs, which others Covet and Delight 
in, is but their Mene Tekel; a Dragnoſiick of wicked 
Obſtinacy beyond all hopes of Care, and a Preſage 
of all Extremity of Horror and Revenge hereafter. 
God's Love noto ſavours moſt of his Benevolence, Care 
and Pity : But when we are got above Correction, 
and into the Meridian Liberty and Glory of the 
Sons of God, then ſhall we moſt diſcern and reap 
the gainful and delightful Fruits of ſeaſonable and ſuc- 
ceſsful Rods, and know what it is to be the Sons 
of God under his faithful Rode, e 
2. Infer. We ſhould not think it ſtrange when we 
find our ſelves the Sons of Sorrow. tho' the Sons 
of God. For you ſee that tis a Cup that muſt 
go round, Col. 1. 24. We ſee our Calling, Brethren. 
The Father's Heart and Rods muſt go together here. 
He much miſtakes Religion, his Father, and Himſelf, 
that thinks Adoption will ſecure him againſt all 
Troubles, and Exempt him from the Rod. If we 
be Children, the mortal Sting will certainly be taken 
out: But yet the Rods of God will ſinart and bite. 
God better knows our Caſe and Cure than we do. 
And whilſt our Circumſtances are ſo Parallel with 
other of God's Children in other things, why ſhould 
he change the Methods of his Diſpenſations here? 
Have we no Folly in our Hearts? Cannot God ſpy 
it out in us as well as in others? Doth he not hate it 
Equally in all his Children? Are we not in as much 
danger of being ruin d thereby as others? Or are we 
more ingenuous than they? Doth not the Devil, 
with his 1 hate us as much as others > 
Is not the Spirit and Courſe of Children in us, as 
„ | op- 


oppoſite and provaking to the Seed of Cæin and Sa. 
15 as — was in others? And need we not 
hi *Fatherly - Diſcipline and Nurture |: as much a; 
others? Why then ſo Strange to Suffer f 
I. Live therefore in more Conſtant and Lively 
ExpeQations of Rebukes, Achs. 20. 23. Take heed 
of Flatt'r ing Hopes, that you fhall eſcape Rebukes, 
becauſe you are Children. Lou ſee that we are 
hereby the likelier to undergo em. The We 
man i Seed muſt look. for a Bruiſe upon the Heel. 
There will be Trouble in the Flaſh, and Thorns and 
Briars in the Wilderneſs, and 4nakims where+ever 
we. dwell, and Wolves where-ever we Travel, and 
ſcoffing Iſhmaels where-ever we ditect our Motions, 
Innocent Jeſus, Faithful Abrahum, Harmlefs auc, 
Patient Job, Meek Moſes; and Spotleſs and moſt Pro- 
vident Daniel and Jeremy, that meddled not with 
any to provoke em, could not eſcape this Common 
Lot. Rods will be plentiful, harp and buſie; Oh 
Let em not then Surpriſe yo. 
2. Look diligently to your State, and ſee that you 
be the Sons of God. ou will find no Cordial like 
this State, and dear Relation to your God. Chil- 
; dren have both their Evidences, Supports and Hopes, 
whilſt Baſtards are committed to the wide World. 
Smart Rods, without a Fatker's Heart, or no Rods, 
becauſe we are diſcarded from the Regiſter of his 
Family, will ſpeak and prove you Miſerable, 
whether yon here be Scourg'd or not. Whether a 
Child or none is à material Queſt ion, whatever other 


Circumſtances you are placed under. Children of 


God, and then you are thereby intitled to all that 1s 
truly good, and ever lodg d and folded in the Arms 
of Tenderneſs it ſelf; but if you be Baſtards, pre- 
ſent Indemnity. from Rods are but your Reſervati- 
on for a ſeverer Reck ning and Stae. 
3. Be more reconcil'd to Rods, and readier to be- 
have your ſelyes like Children nucer em, Ja. 10. — 
278 | a 


and 34. 31, 32. Look not upon 'em as too dread- 
ful to be borne, whilſt they are in your Father's 
Hand? Tig he that Cheſtens you, ' what Loves you 
well, who Owns you as his Children, und will be 
ſure to ſuit your Diſcipline to the Proportion of 
your Strength, the Excitement and Improvement of 
your Graces, and the full Prefervation and Advance- 
ment of all that is fit for you to get and keep. For 
there is nothing needful in either the Subſtance or 
Circumſtance of what concerns your neceſſary Good, 
in Time or Eternity, that ſhall be Indamag'd by what 
God lays upon yov, Do not then ſinfully Decline 
em, nor yet tmmoderately Fear em; do not reſent 
em as unequal dealing with you, nor loſe what by 
them may be deriv'd upon you. God, to be ſure, 
Dehigns no hurt to Children; and Rods ean do em 
none without him; and he will Wiſely Manage your 
Afflictions for you, unleſs their Operations on you 
be fintulty Obſtructed by you. Suppreſs then all 
Irreverence, ' Diffidence, Obſtinacy, Murmurings and 
raſh Reſentryents ; and truſt God with his under- 
taken Diſcipline : Yon till preſerving the juſt De- 
corum of . filial Spirits and Practices; that fo your 
Father's Rods may Exerciſe, Cultivate and Commend 
the Temper-of Sons in oe. 


* 
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55 ' Heb. 12. 9. wy 
Furthermore, we have had Fathers of our Fleſh, 
which Corrected us, and we gave them!] Ke. 


werence - Shall we not much rather be in 


Subjetion to the Father of Spirits, and live? 


T HESE Words contain a new Argument, and 
1 the Fourth in order, drawn @ minors ad majus. 
And it inſinuates an Argument or Motive drawn 
from the Difference of Fathers. Wherein obſerve, 
1. The Conce ſion, We have had——and in this Con- 
ſider the Inſtance of 1. The Relation, Fathers of 
the Fleſh. And, 2. Their Diſcipli ne. They Corredled in. 
3. Our Behaviour towards em, Ve gabe them Reve- 
rence 2. The Inference in the way of Improvement, 
And ſhall we nos? Where are, 1. The Duty inſerr d. 
1. In the Objef, God. 2. Act and Temper, Be in 
Subjection. 3. The Grounds drawn from, 1. The 
Eminence of God's Relation, Father of Spirits. 2. 
The great Advantage that we. have theretrom, And 
live. 2. The manner of Inforcement by Expoſtu- 
latory Query, SHall we not—and Live? So that here 


x 


— 


ſee the | | 

Doctr. We have far greater reaſon to be in Sub- 
jection unto God, than to the Fathers of our Fleſh; 
and ſeeing we have Reverenc'd them, when and tho 
Corrected by them, much rather ſhould we ſubject 
our ſelves to God, Pſ. 39. 9. Surely it is meet 10 
be ſaid to God, I have borne 2 J will 


not offend . That which I ſee not, teach thou 


Conſidered and Applied. 269 
me; and if. I baue done Wickedly, Iwill do no more, 
Fob 34. 31, 32. - There is ſo vaſt a difference. betwixt 
our Earthly and our Heavenly Father, as that our 
Ooligations and Inducements are far more Cogent 
and Sublime to be ſubjected unto God than to our 
Exrthly Parents. And the Obſequiouſneſs of Chil- 
dren towards their carnal Parents, minds us of what 
Sabmiſſions and Deportments we muſt ſhew towards 
God. God is no ordinary Father, Deut. 32. 6. and 
to reſent his Diſcipline, or faint under it, have their 
peculiar Aggravations. 'Tis, not the reverent De- 
pori ment of a Child to pluck the Rod out of his 
Father's. Hand, to queſtion his Authority to correct, 
or to diminiſh or deny his dutiful ReſpeUs to his Au- 
thority, becauſe his Diſcipline preſſes hard upon him. 
Children derive their Fleſh and Being from their Pa- 
rents, are to be educated by em, and to:be kept in 
all Preparedneſs to comply with what they demand 
and urge; for they are car d for by em. And yet 
their Diſcipline relates but to their Secular Cultivati- 
on and Advantage. But God is the Father of Spiri- 
taal Things and Beings, and the Arbiter of Life. 

Quer. 1. What are the Things or Duties here en- 
torc'd in the Text: ?! nay 1 8 . 

1. Bearing up bravely under your Chriſtian Trials 
is the great Thing infiſted on. Keeping your Spi- 
rits up in a Poſſeſſion of em in much Patience. And 
ſuch an enduring of the Sufterings of the Geſpel, as 
that neither Succumbency nor Contempt ſurprize 
your Spirits to break the Order of your Souls: 
For nothing muſt diſturb your Reconciledneſs to the 
Sufferings and Services of your Chriſtian Cauſe and 
Courſe. . .: ” bog vi. HH: 113234 18 

2. This, with Reference to God's Concernedneſs 
in what you feel, and as flowing from his providen- 
tial Will to lay theſe Exerciſes on you, is here call'd 
a Subjectian to God. Fou muſt not take it ill that 


God inflits ſuch Providential Evils on you; for he 


- . . muſt 


* 


| ; * 
muſt jodge what is beſt for yon to ſuffer. Nor 
muſt you quarrel with your Duty, or his Intereſt and 
Ways, becauſe they are hazardous or coſtly, but leave 
it with him to cut and ſet out your Employment for 
you. It is here emphatically call'd Subjection, to in- 

vate your dutiful Proſtration at the Feet of Goc, 
and your Reſolation of your whole Perſons and Af. 
fairs into his commanding and difpoling Will, that 
© you may cheartully and faithfully do and bear 
whatever: he impoſes on you. For you muſt be no 

Arbitrary Chuſers of your Work or Trials. + 
3. As to your Thonghts of God, and:ybur Deport- 

rtments towards him, this is call'd Reverence, 
der H.! Now the Theme 'Evrgimopar inſinu- 
ates Sobcitouſneſs, and Shame fac dneſs, or Bluſhing. 
And ſo it takes in, 1. Such an awful” Sence of the 
Majeſty, Supremacy, Excellence or Diſtance of ano- 
ther, as, 2. Makes us careful to honour him, ( for 
Henour 1s Love, paying Reſpeclit & a Superior) and 
fearful to offend him, aſham'd when any thing has 
been done to provoke him, willing to bear the Ef- 
feats and Proofs of his Diſpleaſure, in his afflicting 
or diſgracing us for a Seaſon; and moſt ſollicitous 
to regain his Favour, and to preſerve it. So that 
we ſee the ſame thing may have its different De- 
nominations from its various Connotations and Re- 

ſpects as to other Conſiderations. Thus carrying a- 


right with all Fixedneſs, Soberneſs and Compoſedneſs 
of Spirit, under the Exerciſes, Encounters and Di- 


ftrefles of our Chriftian Calling, this is call'd, 
x. Patience, as enduring what provokes out Spirits 
to Extravagancies, and Immoderations, or Diſor- 
ders in their Harmony and Temper. 2. Reverence, 
as it ſpeaks a Senſe of Duty to, and Diftance from a 
Father, or Superior, and ſoa Shamefac daes, and Back- 
wardnefs, and Reſenting to be thought or found guil- 
ty of any things unworthy of our Bonds and Places. 
3. And — as reſigning all to, ant ceſting in 
another's Will. — Leer. 


E 
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Auer. 2. What is che Argument and Motive here 
ind infifted on? And wherein lyes che Force thereof? 
e 1. Here it is granted, that we have grren Rere. 
for MW rence unto our Fathers of the 'Fleſh; who have. cor- 
in- refted-us; And here there are ſeveral things bor : 
d, ded. I. That we have had Fathers Of the Fleh, 572 
If. 1. Parents, from whom we have deriwd our Beiug 8 
gat and who have produc'd us exactly Ihe rbemfelver, 1 
at the Efſentvals of Humentty. 2. Pœrntr that were con: 
no MW cernd in 4 — to our Cavnat Suſtenance and 
Education, and in things . g to the outward Ma 
t. 2 Food and Raiment, a vil Converſation; 
7, the World, 3. That | ws were the Root of out 
v- I natural Exiftence; fo they had a Power over us, to 
70. order us how to ſteer our Courfes, and enltivate our 
de Manners here, and to correct us when they judg d it 
o. needfol. HI. That their Authority has been excrcisd 
or by the Rod of Diſeipline, when we have notaofwer't 
d and accorded with their. * III. That we 
as gave them Reverence: That is, 1. We hononr'd 
f. them for their Authority, and n chat. 2. We 
og | ſubmitted to em in their Corrections, receiving em 
os without Reſiſtance or Reflections. 3. That by their 
it Corrections we were made afham'd' of our Faults, 
..  follicitous to regain their Favour, and mare confor- 
. mable to their Wills for the time to come. We 
not rage, and tear, and run away, caſting our Scorn 
or Rage abroad. 4. And yet, that all the Benefit 
that did accrue from our Submiſfons and Obertrence 
to em was terminated in this Life, and only refated. 
thereunto. And this is evident from che Circum- 
ſtances of the Ferſons eorrecting and corrected, WhO 
both were ſow, and Enemies to "the Chriſtian Do. 
trine: and Dengn, Mien under theſe mentiod Fir- 
cumſtances of Diſeip? me rr fuhmittec to. 


for 


And Hed 8 ther 
bad bee Been 6 n of 2 and Ded; at 
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ſo had dyd accordingly for ever. Nay, it ſms 
probable, that had theſe corretted Children embracd 
the. Goſpel, their Fathers had corrected em upon 
that Account. And this is ,inſinuated by the Lord 
himſelf, when: he tells us of forſaking Father and Mo- 
ther for his ſake and the Goſpels ; for it is not like- 
ly. that natural Affections would have ſuffer'd Parents 
to have caſt away their Genuine Sons without ſome 
Endeavours and Attempts by Rods to have fetch d 
em back again to Judai ſin by Correction. 
2. Hence it is inferr'd, that we have much more 
Cauſe to be in Subjection unto God. For, 1. God is 
a Father as well as they. 2. More à Father than they, 
as even to the outward Man, or the very Fleſh it ſelf. 
3. The Father of Spirits, as one that, 1. Kindled 
and Form'd them in us. 2. Hath Power over em. 


3. The Liberty for the moſt intimate and arbitrary 


Acceſſes to em, and 1 influences on em. 4. Can Make 
or Spoil em,; Save or Damn em at his Pleaſure, 
5. Converſes with em, and is Concerned for em a- 
bout their higheſt Cultivations and Felicity. 6. He 
is the Arbiter, Original and End of all thoſe ſpiritu- 
al Gifts and Diſpenſations that concern em. 4. That 
he Corrects and Chaſtens us, that we may live for 
ever. 5. That by our Submiſſions to his providen- 
tial Chaſtnings, we ſhall live. And, 6. That our beſt 


Life depends therein. If we ſubmit, we live; if 


not, we die. 7. And this is more than our natural 
or fleſhly Parents can aſſure us of. 

And if we ask, Why we ſhould rather be in Sub- 
jection 1 the Father of Spirite, than to the Fathers 
of our Heſh, I anſwer, 1. Our Fathers of the Feb 
are but ſuch under God, and thro' him. They are 
but miniſterial in our Procreation. God cloſeth up 
the Womb at Pleaſure, and we are his Off- ſpring. 
God _ Leab's Womb, Gen. 29. 31. and Rache!s 
too, Gen. 30. 22. Tis he that gives the Bleſſings 


of che Breaſt and Womb, Gen. 49. 25. God makes 
K = 
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and Forms us in the Womb, 7ob 31. 15. Ja. 44. 2. 
and brings us from it, Job 10. 18. In God we live, 
and move, and have our Being. Why then ſhould 
we reſent his Diſcipline, and ſubmit to our inferior 
Parents, when they are-pleas'd to correct us? 

2. Our Fathers of the b/e/h are under Law to God, 
ind have no Arbirrary Power over us. Abraham muſt 
offer up his ſuac, when God demands him, though, 
before, it had been Murther. And it is. the Chil 


* - 


Pal. 1 


are made 
ſenſible 
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ſenſible of all our fleſhly Maladies or Deli hes, * 
God's. If God be then molt eminently the Original P 
and Father of our nobleſt Part, ſhall we not ben bin 
what he inflicts? What fignifies this Maſs of Flehen. 
(when the Soul is retir'd from it) that hangs upon 91 
us like a Load, and Vail, and Chain, to bind, and f 
preſs, and keep us in the Dark. If then the Derive 
tion of our Fleſh from Men lay us under ſuch conſide. 
_ Obligations to end ure their Pleaſure; have well be 
oF en eater Cauſe to bear the Rod of him who bb 
ther of our Viral Principle? > God gave us Souls 
to der his Will. * 
5. God hath greater Power over Spirits, than other 
Parents over Fleſh. Men cannot touch our Souls, but dex 
thro the Fleſh; but God can reach and trouble Spi ear 
fits when it pleaſes him, Mar. 10. 28. God's Hand 
upon the Soul of Man makes it uneaſie to it fa f 
dries it up, and cuts it off, and makes it the Inftre- Car 
ment and Executioner of its own Diſtreſs, turning is © 
very Thoughts, and 1 and Remembran- 
bes into the very Agony of Diftreſs. How then are Rod: 
we concerned to ſubmit to him; left otherwiſe by his nn 
inviſible Hand he hx us to Wrecks beyond Expreſli wy 


on. | 
a . God 25 a Farber in 4 Aﬀettion to our Spirits, and} fr 
chaſtens us, thar he may make em better; Ecel. 7.3, Farh 
Happy is the Man whom God cotretts, therefor 


hic 
deſpiſe not thou the Chaſtning of the A/mighry.' For . 
he maketh foie an binden 955 he RE. h, and Feel 
kis Hands take whole. It is no. the Fury of a baſh Dev 


Paſſion that moves the- Hand. of God to, ſtrize; bu ge 
is the Providence of his tender Care. And can neff ui 
1 * paſſionate, * oo fibre” to 4 wha — 


n We 


the Pater is n R eferente to 
their be oncertis, 5 bn 2 2/2Gor 6,18, Ha- 
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e His to give. And He corrects us to refine, im- 
im prove and fave us. He melts, tries, ſtrikes, a N 
n — us under Rods, that he may make us fit 
ett WY Var& below, and Joys above. What Good have 
ne receiv'd from our Carnal Funde by a the. Cop | 
reftions which we have borne fro em as abſtr 
« from the Intereſt of the Body ! Wat N 2 46 wo 
make us mind their Carnal 1 and, ills, that 
bey rebuk'd us? And when we gave;'em Wan 
what Was the Favour and Advantage hh. 
om em, if we compare it ks ith the Benghta of 10 H. | 
vine Correction? And were we ſo ions about 
their Frowns and Smiles, as to reverence. * when 
they- corrected us? And ſhall we not much rather 
bear the Will of God, the Father of Spirit? 
8. God's fatherly Relation will abide, and. ferve us 
1 geatly, when we ſhall be no more the na ml of — 


by Fathers | in the Fleſh. Death writes and makes our, 
| ir {Carnal Fathers childleſs ; but God is yet the atherof 
an HHarted Souls. They live to be for ever fanfihle of 
abi Frowns or Favour, and of the Benefits of -: 

ie Rods which we endur d here from him. The E 

7. kets and Benefits of the Severities of our Carnal 


ters periſh with our Duſt and Death, Hut 15 
iefits: of God's Rebukes abide for ever. And 


Juve not then much rather be in Subjestien t. ff 

Father? The Sine which Rods prevented, the God 
which, they produc'd, and the Corrypraens, which 
they laſh'd; to Death, will be iffued: in thoſs-glorigus 
Advantages, which mult abide. for; aver; Ang the 
Devotions which they rais d, and all theſe Terror 
Aſcents, to which our Spirits were wronghit by Rags; 
** ll have theis wandrous Hugs and Rowens aaf 


4573 In 
by pt Oer Life and Death ed ubm Et; 

2 ment in this Paint, pen, ande Relation 
che feu et Gilaren umd God, Fand. I. I WaR. 547, 
ml 15 n * Tate rede. 
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or effect, to entail our everlaſting State upon cr #4 
ent Patience and Submiſſions. But God hath WY % 
 caftt the matter here. Shall we not be in Su je die 
on—and Live? Surely ſuch a Father ought to de 
garded, as hath the Spirits of Men at his Command, rs 
either for Life'or Death. And if we break the i- 14 
join d Harmony of our _ and challenge God, /in 
and quit the Yoke : Surely ſuch Rebellions canno il 07 
bring our Souls to Life. Our Patience is no log #* 
ſeeing Subjeftion is the way to Life. And ſhall we 7 
not ſubmit unto our Spiritual Father, that we my = 
Live? - 
wh 


W549, er. The Fleſh is baſer than the Spirit: 
or our Carnal part is not ſo noble as that Spiti 
which forms and uſes it, Ecel. 12. 75. You het: 
ſee, that to be Fathers of the Fleſh is more Ten bir 
ble. For our Bodies are but Vile, when as their 2.7 
vital Principle is remov'd. The Spirit is indeed ide “. 
Man. And this did more immediately come from Vac 
God. Our Bod ies are but Cabiners ; our Souls ar: the 
7 Our Bodies are the Tabernacles, our eanb- % 
bs oe Houſes; but the Inhabitant is an Heav *n-born Prin Flet 
„ fixt for a ſeaſon in the Fleſh for Trial ; and bory 
Þ ms to be call'd to higher State, that there | it mail „ 
Feel, Poſiefs and Exerciſe it ſelf in God. And 2, Lor 

the Inhabitant behaves ir ſelf, ſo is the Fleſhly Hou: 

; _contemn'd or regarded. As we are Fathers or Clu 
dren of the Fleſh, fo we reſemble Beaſts, partaking 
with em of a brutiſh Nature. But as we are 59. 
it, fo my Weg God. And therefore how con- 

5 e N the Scriptures ſpeak of / Fleſh ! Calling 

res, and earthly Houſes, Graſs, Carcaſſes 
mary related to Corruption, and the Worms; an 

; * the Wheel, and in the Workman's Hand 

Meta Fathers in the Fleſh, whilſt we lay | 

= n with the rcjefted World, And meet Jar 

| tho? in Honour, abidetb not; but 3s Jide the Beafts thi 
"periſh Like r, "a *I i theGrave, ro 
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our Hall feed on em and their Beauty ſhall conſume in 
the 12 7 ; Son their r when Mon 
cu. dieth be ſhall carry nothing „ bis Glory ſhall not 
— deſcend after hin — be . of eg the 9 of 
bis Fathers, they ſhall never fee Light, PI. 49. 
i 14,20» Wiſe Men, and Fools. and bratifh Per- 
100% [ors periſh, and as 19 the Fleſh, bave the ſame 
nd 07121722) and End, v. 10. Man that is Born of a 
Woman, is ſhort of Days, (ſo the Hebrew) and fall 
wlll of Trouble. He cometh forth like a Flower, and is 
mari % don; be fleeth alſo az a Shadow, and contmu- 
eth not. His Life is but an Hireling's Day. And 
rit: when he dies, he leaves us not that Hope (as to the 
pit courſe of Netwe) of 2 up again, Which 
der Tree does when Cur down. Let God but change 
ono. bir Countenance, and he is ſent away, Job 14. 1, 
nei 2, 7, c. Nemo reſtituet annos, Nemo ie tibi reddet. 
the! 7a feſti nat, Mors interim aderit, cui, velis iir, 
rom vacandum eft, Sen. de Breu. Vit. Cap. 8. In ths B 
el the Difference of Faibers ſtated here. Fatbers of our 
nb. Leb, and Furbers of Spirits. To let us know, that - 
in. Fleſh is much inferior to Spirit. For that which is 
ana born of Fleſh, is Fleſh, and that which. is horn of Spt- 
rit, is Spirit. John 2. 6. And it is the Candle of the 
Lord that is the Glory of the Fleſh. LEE: 


due infer. 2. The Intereſt of the Fleſh is of far lower 
7, Conſequence than the Intereſt of the Spirit, Row. 8. 
Kine 613+ Gal. 6. 8. Meats for the Belly, and that for 
Sp Meats, bur God fhall deftrey both it and then, 1 Cor. 


6. 13. A/l that is in this World, (tbe Lafts of tbe Feil 
ond Eye, and the Pride of Life) are not of ihe Father, 
but of the World. As many as defire io make a fair 
Shew in the Fleſh, theſe conſtrain you 10 be arcum- 
(ii {but God forbid that I ſhould gl. fer 
in Chrift Jeſus nothing avails but a new Creature, 
Gal.6.12,—16. Our natural Parents are here call'd 
Fathers of our Fleſh by way of Dini union and Di, 
krace, comparatively confider'd with the Farber of 

We 13 Spin. 


— 
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Spirits, What doth ie Hine to us, that we are 
culrivated. by their Corrections, in reference to out 
ſecular Proviſions and Converſations ? All theſe things 
periſh with their Uſe, and their Poſſeſſion and Im. 
provements call for ng woe and Moderation, be. 
Cauſe their End is low, and their Continuance ſhort, 
2s terminated ultimately in our bodily Advantages; 
but what our Spirits gain under the Diſcipline of 
God, goes with us to Eternity, and adheres to us 
therein. Shall we not be in Subjection———and 
live? When Nature dies, Art periſhes; but when 
our Earthly: Tabernacle is diſſolv'd, Grace breaks 
forth like the pureſt Flames in Glory, and caſts a. 
broad its Luftre in a Meridian Strength: Our Earth. 
133 chaſten us, to make us tractable, wiſe and 
diligent,. whilſt we converſe with ſenſible things, 
und are concern'd in tranſient Imployments and Con- 
cerns; but God inflifts his Rods to habituate our Spi. 
xits to a Preparedneſs for the Celeſtial Glory. We 
are chaſtned of Men, to make us conformable to their 
Wills, who are of he. Earth, and thereupon their 
Words, their Actions, Diſcipline. and Deſigns ſavour 
of the Earth: Or if thro* natural Tenderneſs and 
Faithfulneſs they keep us from thoſe Extravagancies 
of Deportment, which pinch upon the Rules of ac- 
quiring worldly Wiſdom, . Dexterity and Riches; 
 whateyer we attain unto thereby dies with our ſelves; 
and what we have been acquiring many Years, we 
quickly loſe by a few Days or-Hours Sickneſs, -or by 
the quicker Stroke of a ſurprizing Death. The War- 
rior cannot uſe his Weapon, nor the Politician his 
acquir'd A nor the Muſician his nimble Fin- 
Sers; nor the Merchanic his long-exercis'd Art and 

kill; nor the improv d Scholar his Fancy, Learning, 
Books, Tongue or Wit, but a!! muſt yeild, and be 
Auge to the . and Demands of Death, 

leſh is Grafs, and all its Glory fading, not able 
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to maintain a Parallel with ſhort-liv'd Time. But 
for our better part, (our Spirits, they are concerned 
about Eternity; they muſt be diligent, wiſe and warm, 
and live for ever. If they acquire and obtain not God's 
Image, Fellowſhip and Favour, they are loſt for ever, 
Mat. 6. 19,—21.33  _ | 
Infer. 3. No Man fo ſafe and happy, as a ſubmiſ- 
five and obedient Child of God, John 1. 13. P/al. 
94. 12, 13. If he be chaſten d and ſubmit, he lives, 
Jam. 1. 12. The Fathers of our Fleſh may ſpoil or 
ruin us by Corrections, but cannot any wiſe immor- 


talize either our Beings, Comforts or Attainments : 


But God deſigns immortal Satisfaction and Advance- 
ment by Rebukes, and makes his Chaſtnings proſpe- 
tous, in bringing us to Holineſs and Heaven thereby. 
God's Rods are alway bloſſoming with Advantages 
to his rebuked Children; and all the Wounds and 
Prints he makes thereby upon the Fleſh or Spirit, 
are but the Breakings up of fallow Grounds, that fo 
the Seeds of Holineſs and Glory may take the deeper 
Root therein. No faithful Child of his was ever yet 
made the worſe by what he felt from him. For he 
is eminently call'd he Father of Spirits for their tran- 
ſcendent Good. Nor is this Title and Relation aſſumꝰd 
by him, only becauſe the Spirit was more peculiarly 
created by him ; but becauſe his. Care and Chargs 1s 
more exact and deep, and his Deſigns more generons 
and ſublime concerning em. And by his being be 
Euther of Spirits, it is evident that all Spiritual Gifts 
and Graces, all Accompliſhments and Endowments, 
fir for Spirits to attain to and poſſeſs, are in his 
Power, upon his Heart, and in his Hand to give em. 
So that to be his (Child, is to be honourable and hap- 
py at the higheſt Rate. Adam begat his Childaen 
in his own Similitude (as Men, às Sinnere) z and 
God begets his Sons and Daughters in the Likeneſs of 
his own Holineſs, and thetenpon grows provident to 
emich the Umbrages and ><a of wy 
4 Only 
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Holineſs with his Royal Favours. Life comprehends 
whatever can be glorious, and any way conducing ro 
the Good of Children. And as tis the Gift of God 
to his Children, ſo it ſpeaks Honour in the Root, De. 
ſign, and in all the Circumſtances, of this Exhibition, 
God is indeed the Father of all Souls, as the Produ- 
Etions of his creating Power. And hw Apoſtate Spi- 
Tits are his: But 'tis another kind of being Father 
which my Text inſinuates; a relative Title, in order 
to peculiar Affections, Providence and Diſpenſarions; 
for here the Tenderneſs and Greatneſs of this near and 
dear Relation inſinuates a provident Eye, a ſympathi. 
Zing and concerned Heart, an open Ear, a bountiful 
and active Hand, and a full Fountain, broach'd (even 
the Treaſures of an 4//-/uficient Name) for all expe- 
dient Succour and Supplies below, and vaſt Proviſi 

ons for the Royal Entertainments of his dear Chil- 
dren in their Heavenly Manſions. And farther, 'tis 
alſo evident that all the Corrections he inflifts can 
fignifie no pernicious Deſigns to do his Children 
Hurt, either in the Nature, Meaſures, Seaſons, Ten. 
dencies or Reſults of whatſoever he inflicts upon 
em. OT WT" | | 8 
Infer. 4. Our Spirits are nuch and moſt concern 
in both the Name and Chuſtnings of God. For wee: 
God is the Father of Spirits, and Rods and duriful 
Submiſſions relate to Liſe for them from God, Deu. 
8. 5. John 4. 23, 24. I Pet. 1. 17. Our Bod ies arc 
but the Tabernacles and Organs (or Inftruments) of out 
Souls. And, by devoted Spirits, muſt they be living, 
Holy, acceptable Sacrifices, as our reaſonable Servict? 
Rom. 12. 1,2: What! a Father of Spirits, and n0 
Intereſt in em, no Service by em, and no Obedience, 
 Reverence and Submiſſions from em. *Tis there, ot 
vo where, that your Father's Intereſt and Image lyes. 
Your Spirits muſt deeply think on him, and: prov! 
dently contrive and act for him, and with -Alacrity 
ſubmit to him, Rom. 8. 10 He calls himſelf po 
TOTS * | | | Her; 


her, that you wiſely may conſider, and moſt in- 
tently think upon what that imports. He chaſtens 
like a Father of Spirits, that every Stroke upon your 
Bodies, and every diſtreſſing Providence that touches 
what concerns em, may be enquir'd' into, and under- 
ſtood. The Cauſes of all Rods upon you, and all 
their Circumſtances and Effects, are a meet Exerciſe 
for your Thoughts and Hearts. Rods have their 
Challenges and Warnings, their Calls and Claims, 
and their peculiar Errands to your Spirits from your 
Father. And ſhall your Souls be found as uncon- 
cern'd and ſtupid as your Bodies, when bereav'd of 
Life, under Divine Corrections: The Enemy perſe- 
cutes my Soul, (ſays David) and makes me dwell in 
Darkneſs, as thoſe that have been long dead; there- 
fore 7s Spirit overwhelm'd within me, and my 
Heart deſolate. And is his Spirit idle, whilſt the 
Father of Spirits laid his Hand upon him? No; 
I remember the Days of old, I meditate on all thy 
Works, and muſe upon the Work of thy Hand. I 
ſtretch forth my Hands, my Soul thirſtetb after thee 
as a thirſly Land. Sela. Hear me ſpeedily, O Lord, 
my Spirit faileth. Hide not thy Face cauſe me 
to bear thy Loving-kindneſs in the Morning, for in 
thee do I truſt: Cauſe me to know the Way wherein 
I hhould walk, for I ift up my Soul unto thee. Deli- 
ver me for I flee to thee, to hide me. Teach 
me to do thy Will, for thou art my God. (The Father 
of 8 ws Thy Spirit is good: lead me into the Land 


of Uprightneſs. Quicken me, O Lord, for thy Name 
ſake or T am thy Servant, Pfal. 143. 3;—12. 
Look down where is thy Zeal, thy Strength, tbe 


ſounding of thy Bowels and Mercies toward me? 
Are they reſtrain d? Doubileſs thou art our Father, 
our Redeemer, hy Name is from everlaſting, Iſa. 63. 
15, 16. How ſhould the Chaſtnings of a Father 
bow the Wills of Chi/dren! How ſhould this Glorious 


Relation cheriſh both Hope and Love! And how 


r 


T7 ata HEBREWS Xi. 9. 
EC: ſn ould the Life whereto Submiſſion leads, confirm 


our Purpoſes and Courage to perſevere in Chriſtian 
Diligence and Patience! And how ſhould this Di- 
erence of Fathers engage and exerciſe our Spirits 
by our deepeſt Thoughts, to ſer all Faculties and 
Graces ready for ſpecial Reverence and Service. 
Infer. 5. To fink or fall under Divine Corrections 
is no ſmall Miſdemeanor, Heb. 10. 38. No farther 
Search is needful for the Diſcovery of what Loads this 
Sin lyes under, than what the Text it ſelf exhibits. 
Who ever grows impatient of the Rods of God, ſo 
as to think hardly of his Name; to queſtion his Re- 
lation ; to diſpute his Wiſdom, Faithfulneſs and 


Goodneſs; to quit the Comforts of his Covenant; to | 


2 with his Yoke and Service; to think more 
favourably of the Ways of Sin and Sinners; to leave 
the Paths of Holineſs, and to diſturb the Harmony 
and Tenor of an equal and well-ſettled Mind; to 
ſeek or ſtrike in with unworthy Refuges or Allays; 
to mitigate or remove thoſe bitter Diſpenſations, to 
which his Chriſtian Faithfulneſs expoſes him; He 
lays himſelf under theſe fearful Crimes and Charges. 
1. He deals unworthily with the beſt of Fathers. 
And ſo the Object aggravates the Crime, Deut. 32. 
6. In vain (ſays God) have I ſmitten your Children; 
they received no(Correftion O Generation, ſee ye the 
Word of the Lord. Have I been à barren Wilderneſs 
unto Iſrael? A Land of Darkneſs? Wherefore ſay 
my People, We are Lords (or have Dominion) we wil! 
come no more to thee? er. 2. 30, 31. Who more a 
Father than the Lord? Your All comes from him, 
our All is in him, and you may ſafely truft your 
Selves and All with him; for he naturally careth for 
you, and have none but him to leave, and to caſt 
fic vile Affronts upon? He is the Father of Spirits. 
They flew like Sparklings of his Glory from him, 
when he addreſs d himſelf to their Infpjration and 
Creation: And muſt theſe very Spirits of yours 


o > 2 
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| Conffdertd amel Applied. | 
which came 'from him, reſent and quarrel with his 
Chaſtnings and Corrections: Your Spirits canhot 
act or live without him, and muſt theſe act againſt 
him? Thoſe noble Faculties, which actuate your 
Bodies, were to improve and uſe em for your God, 
and to command and conſtrain em to endure and 
execute his Will ; and ſhall your Spirits engage your 
Fleſh againſt your God, and animate their Reluctan- 
cies to his Diſcipline. He is the Father of Spirits, 
as the Spring and Parent of all thofe Spiritual Bleſ- 
fings, which are eſſential and expedient to both the 
Accotnpliſhment and Satisfaction of your Spirits, 
Jam. 1. 17. And all that he doth, and lays upon 
your Souls and Bodies, are but the Inflictions and 
Expreſſions of his paternal Tenderneſs and Care 
P/al. 119. 75. Prov. 3. 12. *Tis but your Fleſhlinels 
and Folly, and all thoſe Sickneſſes and Diſtem 
which render you unfit for Heavenly Work and Joys 
that he would remove: And muſt you ungratetul 
flee from him for this? | | 
2. He ſhews and exerciſes leſs Reverence and Sub- 
miſſion unto God than hath been ſhew'd and done 
by carnal Children to their Earthly Parents, Namb. 
12. 14. Will ye not (ſays God to the Men of Juda) 
receive Inſtruclion to hearken to my Words* The 
Sons of Rechab have perform'd their Father's Words 
by their commanded Abſtinence from Wine, andyet, 
notwithſtanding I have ſpoken to yon; riſing tarly, 
and ſpeaking, ye hearken'd not unto me, Jet. 35. 
13, 14. Shall Sence and Folly have more power- 
ful Influences on you than Faith and Conſcience? He 
that deſerveth more than others, ſhall he not receive 


ſo much? What was there in our fleſhly Parents 


more powerfully to extort our Reverence and Sub- 
miffions to them, than can be found in God? Had 
75 more 170 in their Looks, or greater Atofz/- 
neſs 
lten, 


in their Diſcipline, or clearer Aurhoriq to cha- 
or more Regen to afflict, or greatet _ 
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their Corrections, or nobler Ends in their Rebukes, 
or deeper Wi/dom for the right Management and I. 
ming of their afflictive Viſitations, or more expedi- 
ent Charms and Arts to win upon you, or greater Fa- 
vours to beftow upon you, or higher Accompliſhments 
to effect in you, by way of Compenſation and Ad- 
vantage to you for what they laid ou you, than 
what you can expect from Ged? Or, could they 
give you greater Supports and Aids than God, or 
more ſeverely Puniſb your Obſtinacy and Irreverence , 
or give more glorious Recompences of your Reve- 
rence and Submiſſion, than the Father of Spirits 
could do? Or, can you think your Bodies more 
regardable than your Souls? Or, what concerns | 
their Good, ſuperior to what your inward Man is 
moſt concern'd about? If not, why leſs Reverence 
and Submiſſiveneſs to God than them? 
3. He ſhews himſelf regardleſs of the higheſt 
Bleſſings, and of the greateſt Good: For if it be 
| Life to be reverent and ſubmiſſive unto God, the 

contrary muſt needs be Death, Heb. 10. 39. And is 
it indeed ſo mall a thing to I ? The Father of 
Spirits is the God of Life, and Everlaſting Life 
can be the Gift of none but him. And is this Crown 
and State ſo ſmall a Bleſſing, as not to deſerve your 
Reverence and Submiſſions ? F: Natural Life fo ſweet, 
and is not Spiritual Life much more? No Man can 
be undone, till he come ſhort of Heaven, and be ex- 
_ cluded from Admiſſion to this Life. Such know 
not what it is to live, as think not Heaven worthy 
of all that Faith and Patience, to which the (Goſpel 
and this Kingdom calls 'em. The Life of Grace ex- 
ceeds the Gain and Pleaſures of all that we can mils 
of, by the Croſs of Chriſt. And the Reproach of 
Chriſt is greater (as attended with the Proſpect of 
its Recompences) .Riches, than the Treaſures of this 
World. And if the Gleanings be fo rich, what is the 
Vintage? He then that ſinks, deſpiſes Life. 8 R 
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SERMON XL 


Heb. 12. 10. 


For they werily for « few Days chaſtned us after 
their own Pleaſure; but he for our Profit, that 
we might be Partakers of his Holineſs. = 


Thee Words contain the Fifth Reaſon or Argu- 
1 ment in courſe, why we ſhould patiently en- 
dure Divine Corrections, and perſevere in our Chr: ſti- 


an Courſe, norwithſtand ing all our Trials and Affli- 


ctions. And this is fetch'd from the different Ten- 
per, (or Spirit) and Defign of chaſtning Fathers, as 
the former Argument was grounded on their different 
Fatherhood, the one Fathers of our Fleſh, the other 
the Father of Spirits. Fathers of our Fleſh correQ- 
ed us like ſuch, 1. For a few Days, during our Non- 
age, or Minority. And fo their Corrections were but 
ſhort, whilſt we were Children. 2. After their own 


Pleaſure, from Arbitrary haſty Paſſions; and therefore 


more in Rage and Bitterneſs, and to ſatisfie thelt Hu- 
mours, more than from provident Care and Wiſdom 
for our Good. But God, the Father-of Spirits, cha- 
ſtens us for our Profit ;, and therefore, 1. He Deſigns. 
2. He Does no Hurt, but Good. For, 1. He intends 
our Profit in the general: And therefore Love in- 


flicts the Rod, W:/dom- manages and orders it, and 


Tenderneſs moderatesit, and Good wil to Children 

will ifſue Chaſtnings in their Profit and Advantage. 

And, 2. The e Good, which God defigns and 
is c 


4 P ar takers of Is Holi- 
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neſs. So then the Sence and Strength of this Argu- 


ment lyes thus. 1. We have reverenc'd our Father; n 
of the Fleſp, and, borne their Chaſtning, who have I x, 
| corread us without Reſpect to our Advantage; and  ,, 
therefore ofi-times chaſtned us cauflefly, needleſy, M 28 
and unmercifully; and had they done it otherwiſe Re 
yet they could not bring us to this mention d Advan- iſ 14 
tage in my Text: If therefore God had done thus if bu 
too, had arbitrarily laid „% Rod upon us, why ſhould I , | 
we not bear His, as well as Their Inflictions? But, on 
2. Seeing God defigns our Profit in this fignal In. th. 
ſtance of merciful Reſpects, vis. Our Participation MW pa 
of bis ar if we can bear Rebukes from them, IE co 
who have deferv'd %; why: nor from him, who fi de 
hath deſerv'd- more Reſpects from us? My 
Dor. Seeing God chaſtens us ſo much to our Ad- we 


vantage, as to make us Partakers of his Holineſs, ef 
4 . ich yet our Flefhly Parents never did) therefore ah, 
if we have reverenc'd them, much more ſhould we I t0 
ſubmit to him: Or, we have more Cauſe to bear iſ the 
God's Chaſtnings, than the Corrections of our Fleſhly I are 
Parents, ſeeing he Deſigns that profit to us by his Iſl der 
Rods, which they never did, Jam. 1. 2,—12. Ron. inf 
5. 2,—5- OurEarthly Parents, when once their Paſ- by 
Hons were inflam d, nothing could fatiate their d- p., 
ſturbed Humours but our Afflictions and Diſtreß. I be 
They aft: times acted, as divore'd from the Conduct I 801 
of deliberate Thoughts; and as it they had baniſh'd IU che 
Conſideration from em. And, if there was any thing ap 


In their Eye, either it was to make us fear or ferve an 
em, and to ſubmit our Wills and Motions to their ſl x, 
Pleafure, whether this ſuited our Concetns' or not. 
And, yet how profitate lay our Wills ro theirs? I s: 
They neyer were arraign'd or acens d by us, bur ue wo 
fitently and fibmRvely- bare their Strokes, tho of- nin 
rentimes unwarräptable in their Cauſe, unequal in 
their Meaſures and Proportions, and no way ſuited I nite 
to, or iſſued in any confiderable Profie and Ader e 85 
* by 4 
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We never d preſume to undertake Debates with 
em; bur tho” their Strokes were not deſery d by our 
Faults, nor yet our Miſeries thereby comipentiied by 
any Equit ence in Advantage, we look d ſtill on em 
as Parents, and we reverenc'd em Song, No 
Relation was diſclaim' d, no Services declin 
raignments made, nor any Satisfaction claim d by us, 
but our Intereſt, together with our Wills, 

2 Freewill: Offering to theix (too frequently ) rag 
onal and infuting Pleaſure. And yet: we thought 
their Smiles and Favour, and our Abode under thei; 
Family, Conduct and Command, well purchas d, 1 
continued to us on theſe Terms. If { then the Provi- 
dence and relative Ref ſpects of cheſs our Fleſhly Pa- 
rents (tho ſo unreaſbnably coſtly in their Terms) 
were valued at ſo great a Rate, as that ſuch merci- 
leſs and rigid Diſcipline could not extinguiſh, and 
abate our natural Affections, Piety and Submiſſions 
to them; ſhall we not much rather patiently endure 
thoſe Chaſtnings from an Heavenly Father, which 
are infliqted in ſuch a Spirit of Tendergeſs, - Provir 
dence and Defign for our Advantage, as my Text here 
informs us of? What greater Service can be dong us 
by Good or Evil Thin 55 5 thereby, to be made 


Partakers of God's Holin „as he deſigns we ſhall 


be? For this Holineſ+ is t 1 very Sourtneh of our 
Souls, as to their Conftiturion and Complexion, and 
their Preparation for the nobleft Services, nea reſt 
Approaches, and. as moſt ſweet Relations to Goc 
ad nden Gl wen h him, and all thoſe. Honours 3 
Enjoyments f ende therefrom. 
Ver. 1. 1. "ha is That ic Profi which. God Jecke 


us? Or 4 750 of hi G 
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1 Sam. 2. 2. Exod. 15. 11. And thus the Holineſ; 
of his Wiſdom, Power, in Vll, lyes in its Peerl:/: 
neſs for Depth, for Abſoluteneſs and Energy. Tho 
(in a more peculiar and reſtrain'd Uſe thereof,) it is 
taken for the ſpotleſs and inviolable Purity and Re. 
Hitude of his Will, whereby tis impoſlible, thro 
his Eſſential Righteouſneſs and Goodneſs, for him to 
diftra& the Harmony of his own Name, and to do or 
be any thing repugnant to, or unworthy. of his infi- 
nite Wiſdom, Power and Goodneſs. God is his own 
Felicity and End; and as he lives to himſelf, and aQs 
in all things for the pleaſing of his own Will, fo he 


* 


acts congruouſly to the wiſeſt, Bee and the beſt 
of Beings. But this Eſſentia! Holineſs, in the Na- 
ture of it, is eſſentially incommunicable to any crea- 
Being, and conſequently not intended here. For 
thus to be Holy, is to be GOD. And there zs and 
can be no Gods but One. All the Zegdι,SHi ure are in- 
feriour to him. And all true Worth is but deriva- 
tive from God, and rather the Energy and Expreſſion 
of his Ho/rne/s in Effects, than the Imparting of his 
Holy Nature, Reſemblances, Umbrages, Operations 
and Productions of his Eminence, rather than an Eſſen- 
tial Sameneſs, or Identity. 
2. God's Holineſs, as the Impreſs of his Name up- 
on his Creatures, or as his Relation to them, and theirs 
to him, reſpects either IJhings or Perſons. As it is 
attributed unto Things, ſo it is phras d by Holineſs ts 
the Lord, Zech. 14. 20, 21, And it conſiſts in their 
being /eparate from Common. to Peculiar Ends and 
Uſes in and for the Service of the Lord. And thus we 
read of Holy Days, Iſa. 58, 13. Garments, Exod: 
35. 21. Cenſers, Num. 16. 37, 38. ;Inflruments 
and Trumpets, Num. 31. 6, and Veſſe/s, Num. 22. 
3 . God's Holine ſe, as to Perſons, lyes in their Se- 
pow from the 7e of Men for God's peculiar 
nds and Uſes, and fo his peculiar Right and Title 


— 
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to em, and Intereſt in em, Lev. 29. 46. And 
thus God's Holine ſe in them is either, 1. Their Con” 
gration to ſome peculiar Uſes, Offices and Mini“ 
trations: And thus we read of Perſons Hallot' d. 


to Miniſter to God in the Prieſt's Office, Exod. 29. 1 


Or elſe, 2. Their Dedication unto God to be his pe- 
culiar People, which is by God and them done by 
Covenant, Bonds ard Contracts, P/a/. 50. 5. P/al, 
4 3. And thus all that are Bapti a d, and under Sa- 
cramental Bonds, are God's by Covenant. Or elle; 
1. Their Holy Principles and Diſpoſitions to An- 
ſwer the Ends and Services of their Dedicated 
State, 1 Theſſ. 5. 23. And this is called Emphati- 
cally our being choſen to Salvation thro Sanctificati- 
on of Spirit, and Belief of the Truth, to which we 
are called by the Goſpel to the obtaining of the Glory 
if our Lord Jeſus Chrift, 2 Theſſ. 2. 13, 14. And 
his is Holineſs of Hears and Spirit, the Soul and 
entral Point whereof is Love to God, as to our 
Ultimate end and Chiefeſt good. And thus we are 
alled to be Holy, (and Fram'd thereto) as God is 
oly ; and that Significantly, ſeeing Love affimilates 
he Soul to God in Holy Diſpoſitions and Deſigns. 
Ur, 4. Their ſuitable Converſations ; or, their Con- 
Tous Courſe of Actions to ſuch Divine Principles, 
).ipofitions and Deſigns. And thus we read of 
erving God in Holineſs, Luke t. 74, 75. And 
i being Holy in all manner of Converſation, 1 Pet. i. 
15. And yielding up our Members Servants to Righ- 
rouſneſs, unto Holineſs, Rom. 6. 19. And thus 
»d's Holineſs in us, is our Living to, and Serving 
im, Ads 27. 23. making his Will our Rule and 
lotive, his Intereſt and Glory our great End, and 
is Fellowſhip and Favour, and what reſults there- 
m, agr:joytat Hope: , 7 > po 
4, This Holineſs is Conſiderable. As, 1. Inchoate. 
. Pragreſſive. Or, 3. Conſummate. Our firſt Con- 
lon is our firſt pony of true Holineſs: God 


hat 
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If | hath choſen us thro Sanfification, 2 The. 2. 13. 

/ And he Eſtabliſhes us in Holineſs, that we may veil M. 

blameleſs in Love, 1 Theſſ. 3. 13. And we are called 

and urged to Perfett Holineſs in the Fear of God en 

as in 2 Cor. 7. 1, Holineſs in its Bud or Embryol 70 

is an Imperfect thing, and as it were an Infant ini no 

time and ſtrength. And when the Work of Holi-M |, 

neſs is begun, we are yet prone to ſtrange and ſad i nj: 

Relapſes and Decays. All our Work is not done, va. 

nor , th over, when the firſt Vital Touch i; ye. 

iven upon our Hearts to make em Holy. For the and 

irſt Seiſure and Impreſſion of the Spirit on our wo 

Hearts, is but like ſending Holy Fire down from f ally 

Heaven upon the Altar. God kindles it, but he ex: ſho 

peas that we preſerve this Fire alive, and that 

we keep it in a Vigorous, Conſtant, Growthful 

Flame, by all juſt Exerciſes and Improvements of 

ſuch Advantages as Grace and Providence afford 
— Ss 


5. This is call'd God's Holineſs, as wrought by are 
him, 2 Cor. 5. 5. and as Created after him, Ep, 
4- 24. And as ſetting and keeping all in Motion 
towards and for him. For it is the Effect of his 
Spirit, the Impreſs of his Name, the Reviying of 
his Intereſt, the Securing of his Right, the Object 
of his Influence, Delight and Care, and the Prepa- 
1 of his Heritage, and Servants for his Work 
and Joyͤs. 1 | 
6. We therefore are Parrakers of his Holineſs, 3 that 
we are aflimilated and. canformed to his Holy Na- ind 
ture, and as we are Partakers of all thoſe Gloriou wit. 
and Joyful Benefits and Effects, which are diſpenc bis 
and wrought even by that Eſſential Holineſs of bis gif 
which otherwile is Incommunicable, 2. Per. 1. 4. to 
Luer. 2. Wherein lyes the Profit and Advan- I and 
og of this Holineſs, when we Participate there ind 


t, | 
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1. It is the Reſcue of In/lav'd Souls, Aﬀs 26.18, 
Men are Impriſon'd and Bow'd down by the In- 

thralling Power of Corruptions, till Holineſs releaſe 
'*m, and made to Cur themſelves amongſt the 
Tombs. For Sin and Sathan are the Severeſt and 
moſt Barbarous Tyrants, and moſt inſultingly they 
lead their Slaves about, and make em Brutifie. and 
Diſgrace themſelves, and Bow to every Idol in the 
way, Adulterous Eyes, and Wanton Fancies, Inflam'd 
Hearts, and Cruel Hands, Blind Eyes, Deaf Ears, 
and Stumbling Feet, ſpeak the Unſanctified in a 
worſe Condition than any Slave that ſerve continu- 
ally in the Gallies. Sin and Sathan are agreed to 
ſport themſelves (like thoſe Inſulting Philiſtines) 
with the Captivity and Blindneſs of their Slaves, 
But when this Holineſs takes place, *cis then their 
Chains fall off, their Doors fiy open, that they 
themſelves may take the Conduct of the Angel, and 
go about their Father's Buſineſs. Thoſe Sinews now 
are Shrunk, which made Corruptions Irreſiſtible, 
and all their Glory Fades, their Intereſt Dies, and 
their Strong Holds are Demoliſh'd. How little now 
an Sathan do? And how Contemptible do all his 
Biits and Bonds appear, when Souls are thus Eman- 
cipated, and ſet at Liberty to live to God? For Men 
can, now deny themſelves, take up their Crofs and 
follow Chriſt, daring his Enemics and theirs to make 
their freſh Encounters. It is not as it hath been, 
that Worldly Fears can Daunt them, ot Carnal * 
ind Intereſt can Bribe em, ar Fleſhly Luſts B 


W witch em to Renounce their Maſter, and to Declitie 
W is Work, Rom. 6. 17. For the Strong Man is 


liſpoſſeſt, when once the Soul is ſet for, arid, given up 
to God. And now the Holy Soul, by whit it ſees, 
and feels, and hopes, and fears, Trips over Crowtis 
nd Scepters, Tramples on Secular Baits and Inte- 
reſts, and bids Defiances to all the Stratagems and 
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Strength of Sathan, and to all the Frowns and Flat. 
teries of Mortal Duſt, | 

2. It is the Reſtitution of Diſorder'd Souls, Row, 
6. 11,--13, In what Confuſions are Unholy Souls: 
Their End is Chang'd, and their Idols are Inferior 
to themſelves. Their Luſts and Paſſions are Inthron'd, 
and their Minds grow Slaves and Lacquies to their 
Luſts. They fear their Conſciences, and yet they 
contradict their Charge and Judgment. Their 
Thovghts are all in Tumults, and they Themſelves 
are like the troubled Sea, and like a dark confus d 
Chaos do they lye, till Holineſs carry em to their 
Glorious End, and turn their Eyes and Hearts to. 
ward God, and then each Faculty rakes its Place and 
Work. The Mind Conducts the Heart, and that 
ingages all Inferior Powers to put the Charge and 
Counſels of the Mind and Conſcience into Executi- 
on, that Peace and Purity may keep all right and 
uiet, 
. 3. It is the Recovery and Revival of a Loft and 
Starved Soul, Rom. 6. 21, 23. No Soul is ſafe in 
its own Settled and Serious Apprehenſions, nor eaſie 
to its ſelf, till it return to its God. It is but in 
Perplexing Straits in its Sufficiency; but as Rejoicing, 
and yet always Sorrowful ; as Rich, but deeply 
Poor. If it look backward, bitter Remembrances 
of Guilt and Folly are reviv'd ; if forward, there is 
an Eternal State and God, which it is loth to 
think on; if intard, there is an angry and inflamed 
_ Conſcience to converſe with, and an uncomfortable 
Soul to ſpeak to and condole ; and if it look roun- 
about, nothing but Husks and Aſhes to feed upon, 
Eph. 2. 12. There is not a Letter in God's Name, 
no Article of Faith, no Rule of Life, nor any Grace 
or Mercy in the Chriſtian Covenant, nor any one 
Prerogative or Attribute in Chriſt, that can redreſs 
the Sorrows of an Unholy Soul whilſt ſuch. It is 
an Ignoble and Hncomfortable thing to live, and 2 
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moſt Dreadful thing to die to the Unholy Wretch. 
But when *cis ſanctified, to live is God and Chriſt, 
and to die Gain. It Sows to Joys in Sorrows, in 
Poverty and Emptineſs to Fulneſs, to Honour in 
Diſgrace, to Peace in Troubles, and to an Inheri- 
tance in Heaven amidſt all Szqueſtrations here. Nom 
it grows ſtrong in Faith, joytul in Hope, rich in 
Experiences, clear in Evidences, ſruitful in Noble 
Ations and Acqueſts, and glorious in the Impreſſi- 
ons and Effects of a Divine Nature communicated to 
it. This Holineſs makes all Clear and Peaceable 
within, all Sure and moſt Deſirable above, and all 
things Tributary to the one thing necdful round a- 
bout, There is Peace with God and Chriſt, and with 
our ſelves. This Holineſs ſuits our Spirits to Work, 
ſubdues our Paſhors, moderates our Affections, re- 
fines and cultivates our Souls and Tempers, invigo- 
rates our Courage, preſerves our Harmony, inflames 
our Zea), and feaſts us richly with the Hopes and 
Foretaſtes of Eternal Joys; and forms Defires aright, 
and gives Prayer Wings and Strength for higher 
flights, and for more powerful Wreſtlings than o- 
therwiſe could be known, If therefore Holineſs 
makes us ſure of God, and fit for Heaven, and 
23 in all right Deſires and Attempts; and if 
it Intitle us thro' Chriſt to all that God's 
Eſſential Holineſs ſo thinks proper to effect and 
zive; is it no Proſit to be Partakers of it. Souls 
never live till they be Holy. Tis then that Truth 
feeds Faith, that Promiſes feaſt and cheriſh Hope 
and Joy, and that the Covenant, State and Spirit of 
Adoption cheriſnes Prayer and Confidence therein 
and that the Waters, Furniture and Treaſures © 
the Sanctuary turn to Refreſhments and Supplies. 
Holineſs calls God Father, and knows Jelightfully 
what it is to be a Child, and how to read God's gra- 
cious Pyrpoſes and rr towards our good 
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in all that can befal us. And he that knew not here. 
tofore how to Converſe with, Cultivate, Exerciſe, or 
Poſleſs himſelf, can naw enjoy his Hope and: Soul in N w. 
i, 7 uy -; 
Luar, 3. Wherein lyes the Tendency and Uſeful- I hi 
neſs of Chaſtnings and Corrections, to bring about Ml N 
This Profit to us? Or how do Chaſtnings ſerve the MW mi 
— TVT. ATR Re 
1. They, break our Idols, and expoſe their Vanity MW W 
to open View, Deut. 28. 47, 48. Sorrow, Poverty I do 
and Emptineſs are that Mene Teke! which Chaſtnings WM W 
write on all our. Comforts and Concernments here, fio 
2 Cor. 10. This Hand of God falls heavieſt on {1 
dur Images of Jealouſie, and on thoſe. things which WM 17 
are moſt apt to Alienate our Hearts from God him: to 
ſelf. We have heard that Holineſs is our Cordial fo 
and Practical Devotedneſs to God, and the Reg. the 
#ation of our Wills and Lives to him, together with MW Ey 
all things, as they fall under the Order and Empire are 
of our Wills. The Root and Spirit hereof is Love 1 - 
to God; and this ſets all in Motion towards God, MW N. 
and keeps thoſe Motions in their proper and direQeſt i leg 
Tendency to their Ultimate End, God himſelf. Now He 
the great Competitors and Intereſts that Rival God, 
are Sathan and our ſelves, as conſider d abſtrattedly 
from him, ſuperior to him, and ſet againſt him. 
Hence Sathan's Engines, and our Snares are formed 
from the World and Fleſh; for theſe have the 
neareſt Affinity to our Carnal ſelves, the moſt im: 
mediate Approaches thereunto, and the greateſt Ad- 
Bantages for Malignant and Proſperous Influences 

thereupon. If then theſe things appear the greateſt 
Diſadvantages to Holineſe, there is no way: more 

likely, as to Enervate their Inſnaring and Corrvpting 
Strength; and this God s Chaſtz72gs do. WII 
nam can think that this World is any ching, thi 
ſees it ſtain d and broken before his Eyes ? Who 


would 


3 1 


would Solicitoufly Conſult the Fleſh, that feels the 
Breakings, . Wounds and Macerations of it? Or who 
would truſt in Fleſh, that by Experience knows, 
and to his Coſt and Sorrow feels, that Men both 
high and low are but as Vanities and Lies? Do not 
Rich Men Oppreſs you, draw you before their Judg- 
ment Seats? Yea, do they not Blaſpbeme that | 
Name wherewith ye are cad? Jam. 2. 6, 7. ! 
When Rods and Chaſtnings melt all your Spirits 
down, and make the Element (or Furniture) of this 
World to be diffolv'd thro' the Fervors of iuflam d Paſ- 
ſions and of Inveterate Rage, when we behold the Trea- 
ſures of this World (like thoſe of Babylon; Rev. 18. 
17.) coming to nought. as in one Hour; it is but 
to be Spectators of the Breaches of our Snares. 
for Senſe informs us noto, that it is below our 
thoughts, and moſt unworthy of our time, to ſet our 
Eyes or Hearts on all thoſe glittering Glories, which 


are but at the diſtance of one remove from nothing, 


1 Cor. 17. 29, —31. Mat. 6. 19. Prov. 23. 5. 
Now the Wickedneſs and Vanity of things are 
_ in Flames and Ruins, and in defeated 
2. God's Chaſtnings bring vs to the deepeſt 
thoughts of things, they awaken us to peculiar and 
impartial Conſiderations of Affairs, putting our Spi- 
tits upon their Diligent Search, P/a/. 77. 6. What 


more fatal and deſtructive to neſs, than Incon- 


ſiderateneſs and flight Thoughts of things? An hafty 
__ what can it contribute toward the right la- 
ormation- of our Minds? It is not the Seperficzes, 
or Firft appearance of a Matter, that tells us fully 
what it is. Haſtineſs makes miſtakes. And it is the 
Paufing Mind that gets the deepeft inſight into Mar- 
ters. Now ſmart Temptations and Afflictions give 
ſuch a ſtartling. and powerful Summons our 
Thoughts, as that they are alt feteh d n for deep 
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Inquiries after the Maladies arid Remedies of our 


preſent State. Tis zow-'we weigh all Matters in 
the exacteſt and moſt equal Ballance; and that we 
moſt ſollicitouſly concern our ſelves to know what 
is Excellent, and of Importance to us. Rods open 
Eyes, to ſee what and whence we are, under what 
Circumſtances, and in what Way. We now conſider 
preſent Things, whether they have been worthy of 
.the Affections, Time and Thoughts, which we have 
plac'd and ſpent upon em: What Szzrableneſs they 
had unto our Souls, what Service they could do us, 
and whether they could Compenſate thoſe other 
higher things, Which we have loſt and for feited by 
our too eager Chaces of theſe lower Matters; and 
whether they can anſwer thoſe Expellations in 
us, which we have built upon em: Before we 
only minded the Viſor and Diſguiſe, the Paint 
and Maſque, and never ſearch'd into the Things 
diſguis d: But Noto our Szarch is deeper, and that 
becauſe we find it ao more dangerous to be deceiv'd 
and impos'd upon. Sorrows and Snares make 
thoughtful Hearts, and many Doubts ariſe, ſmart- 
ly demanding Reſolution in the preſent Caſe, Are 
theſe things what they ſeem to be! - What is their 
Worth and Uſe! And whither do they tend! Is it 
my Soul or Body that beſt deſerves my utmoſt Dili- 
gence and Care? Is it the Creature or Creator that 
I muſt make my. End and Reſt? - Is it, Sin or Holi- 
neſs that I; muſt count the Health and Beauty of my 
Soul ?- Is it Heaven or Earth where my Felicity muſt 
be poſſeſs d? ls it better to endure the Severities of 
Religion, or of Revenges £. Was it wiſe or foolſh in 
me to neglect my beſt Affairs? Or, is it Policy or 
Gain for me to keep at a ſinful Diſtance from my 
God? What are my preſent Sufferings in their beſt 
and worſt ?. Are they the Sufterings of a Sinner, or 
of a Martyr *'. If of a Sinner, what Fruit haye I - 
ian x : a 


5 
* 


Conſidered and Applied. 297 

all my Diſtance from my God, and of my rude Be- 
haviour towards him, ſeeing Shame and Death are 
now my ſad Experience and Expectation. If of a 
Martyr, then that in Rom. 8. 18. will be thought on 
as an uſeful and refreſhing Truth. Now Heaven and 
Earth, God and the Creature, Sin and Holineſs, pre- 
ſent Diſtreſſes for the Sake of Chriſt, and the more 
furious Flames of Hell, if we be found Deſerters of 
him; Help by Chriſt, and preſumptuous Hopes elſe- 
where, will all be duly ſer together. Ungirded Minds 
hang looſe about us, and tranſient Thoughts have but 
weak Influences upen Mens Hearts and Lives, deep 
Thoughts awaken dormant Hearts, and Holineſs is a 
Principle and State too active and ſublime to be ſub- 
jected in the drowſie Sou]. Experience tells us, that 
the moſt realizing Thoughts of Things ariſe from 
ſtartled Souls. For whilſt we are at Eaſe, Thoughts 
are as Dreams, ſhallow Impreſſions on the Fancy 
forgotten eafily and quickly, and never ripen'd into 
thoſe deep Convictions, firm Reſolutions, and vigo- 
rous and free Propenſions toward the Things of God, 
which are conſtituent of Holineſs. But when we 
ſmart under Divine Corrections, we look intently 
into Matters, and cannot fatisfie our ſelves (as for- 
merly) with unconcerned Glances. We then dif- 
patch our Thoughts (like 1/rae/*s Spies) to bring In- 
telligence in, that ſo our Thoughts may be reſulted 
better, and we may conclude where our true Inte- 
reſt lyes. Our Eyes, before, are wandring up and 
down, and thus Conclulions are uncertain and preci- 
pitant, and our vagrant Contemplations never affect 
our Hearts. But when we are taught by Thorns 
and Briars, our Looks are piercing into things, and 
every Matter muſt endure the Teſt and Scrutinies 
of an impartial Mind. How different are the 


I 


Thoughts of Things in a Variety of Conditions, 
It is rare indeed for Perſons, whilſt ſafe and eaſie in 
this World, to keep their thoughtful Spirits to cloſe 


Work; 


Work; but when they are pinch d, (like the convia. 
ed Steward, and ſtarved Prodigal) then Matters cap. 
not but be thought on. Then it ſeems werghyy, 
and /ſroa/lows up our Meditations, and melts or 
Souls into Solicitouſneſs, how to ſecure what muſt 
abide for ever. Then have we Souls to ſave ? What 
is the one thing needtul? Is there an Heaven to ob- 
tain, an Hell to eſcape, Sin to be pardon'd and 

| purg'd away. And are there any Helps to be had, 
race to be thankfully entertain'd, and faithfully im- 
prov'd? Theſe are the things that fill our Spirits 
with anxious Inquiries, Then the Concernments of 
a future State are preſfing hard upon us, and we 
are cloſely thinking where we muſt take up our E- 
ternal Lodgings. We think and think again what 
it is to be undone, - to have our Portion here, and 
what to be ſafe and quiet upon ſinful Terms, our Fears 
abound, our Glory withers, our Conſcience quarrels, 
Providence looks but cloudily. upon us; Fightings 
without, and Fears within, and nothing but Storms 
and Tumults round: about us; and then we think our 
felves into the Goalers Cry, Whas Hall I do to be 
ſaved ? Never had we ſuch ſerious Debates as now. 
Truths that were triflingly lookt into before; now 
85 more deep, and draw our Spirits forth to ſtricter 
tudies, ſtronger Cries, and more pathetical Expreſ- 
ſions concerning em. Nor are they Notions now, but 
Things that we are moſt inquiſitive about. The 
trifling Sallyings forth of ſcatter d incoherent 
Thoughts, may well conſiſt with ſtrange Formality; 
bur Rods unite and fix our Thoughts to ſerve the 
3. God's Chaſtnings ſet thoſe Sins before us, 
which, have been the Bane and "Check of Holineſs, 
Ho. $25: Men the poor Woman loſt her Child, 
her. Sins were then remembred, 1 Kings 17. 18. 
Our Brothers Blood is now requir'd, ſays Neuber 
remember 
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doo his Brethren, in Ger. 32, 24, 12. 1 
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my Faults thir Day, ſays Pharaoh's Butler, Gen. 4 1. 6 
9. And the poor Prodigal Reſolution tells us, That 
when he was reduc'd to his Husks and Hardſhips, 
then came the freſh Remembrances of his Sins into 
his Mind, Lake 15. 1), 18. The Sins which we 
commit, are ſo many fatal Strokes, and mortal Stabs 
to Holineſs, and ſo many Rapes committed upon our 
Spiritual Chaſtity and Devotedneſs to God. And 
whilſt theſe Sins lye lurking and ſecure in the Retire- 
ments and Embraces of our Hearts, we are never 
likely to perfect Holineſs in the Fear of God, 2 Cor. 
7. 1. 'Whilft-we eſteem it trivial to be Offenders, 
what: Rootings can there be for Holy Principles and 
Diſpoſitions. - And whilſt we clog our Courſes with 
practical Diſorders, religious Towardlineſs and Pro- 
penſions muſt- be extinguiſh'd and ſuppreſs'd. But 
when we feel the Hand of God upon us, Cauſes are 
known by their Effects, and the Sinfulneſs of Sin is 
ſenſibly: diſcern'd- by the Severity of Rebukes. No- 
thing can be more likely to render Sins diſtaſteful 
to us, than the Calamities which they bring upon 
us. Thine own Wickedneſs ſhall correct thee (fays 
God to Iſrael) and thy Backfliding ſhall reprove thee; 
Know therefore, and ſee, that it is an evil thing, and 
bitter, that thou haſt forſaken the Lord thy God, and 
that ; my Fear is not in thee, Jer. 2. 19. Times of 
Afflichion are Times for deepeſt Thoughts about our 
ſinful Traverfes and Courſes. If they (hall bethunt 
themſelves, (Heb. bring back to the Heart) —— and 
repent——ſaying, We have ſinned, and done peroerſ- 
ly; and committed Wickedneſs, 1 Kin. 8. 479. Who 
can now pleaſe (and not rather blame) himſelf, that 


ever he finn'd againſt his God, and that he hath ſold 


his Soul.and Hopes for Nought, and fo defaced the 
Beauty, and perplex'd the Harmony of his Spirit, 
when he is trembling under, and lamenting thoſe 
manifold Diſtreſſes which his Sins have brought up- 
on him? Now Holineſs hath no mortal — | 
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Sin, and that Apoſtate Spirit, who is the Patron of 
it. Whatever then diſpoſſeſſes Sin of its great Inte- 
reſt and ſtrong Holds, that cannot but ſerve the In. 
tereſt of Holineſs. But how can Sin be diſpoſſeſs d, 
whilſt the Pleaſures of it ſwallow up all the Remem- 
brances and Reſentments of its Sinfulneſs ? This there- 
fore is the Work of Chaſtnings, to lay your Spirits 
under the lovelieſt Remembrances, and deepeſt Senſe 
of what you have done and been amiſs, by cauling 
you to feel the Scratches and Iaflictions of thoſe 
Thorns and Briars which your Sins produc'd, that 
you may thereby ſee the Aggravatiors of that Folly, 
which now loads you with ſuch direful Effects thereof. 


Do not then Chaſtnings miniſter to Holineſs, whilſt | 


they preſent your Sins ſo formidable and diſtaſteful 
to your Spirits? Whilſt Backs and Conſciences are 
Bleeding under the Wounds of Sin, Hearts have 2 
fair Advantage both to remember former Sins, and 
to reſolve againſt the Repetitions of em, and to con- 
_ clude, That no Sin can be ſmall. © 

4. God's Chaſtnings make you ſee how much you 
are concern d to be Holy, and that quickly too, Lan. 
3. 39, 40. Fer. 31. 18, 19. They hedge up all 
your ſinful Ways with Thorns, and make fuch Walls, 
as that you cannot find your ſinful Paths; and when 
| you are wearied in your Traverſes. and Purſuits, 
by ſach Reſtraints and Checks, then your firſt Huj- 
band will be thought upon, in Hof. 2. 6,—8. Ma- 
naſſeh never thought it neceſſary to return to God, 
till the Rod brought him to his Wits and Senſes, 
2 Chron. 33. I2, 13. What fad Reflections do Sin- 
ners make upon themſelves, when they behold what 
they have brought vpon themſelves? Would they 
addreſs themſelves unto this World ? Alas ! the Blaſt 
of God hath wither d and ſtain'd all its Glory. No- 
thing pretends to a Capacity of ſerving us. Riches 
they mount themſelves on Wings of ' Smoke, and 
flee away: Vineyards and Fields are ſpoil'd, _ 
TEN 1 OY ures 
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ſures are waſted, and ſequeſtred from us: Health 
decays and Beauty fades: The Sinews of our Strength 
are ſhrunk, and dry'd away: All worldly Policy 
proves but Folly, and all our ExpeCtations from the 
Creature are ilſued in moſt terrible Defeatments. 
Wormwood now lyes. on every Breaſt ; Cifterns 
are broken, and miſerable Comforters do all Perſons 
prove. Our carnal Friends turn Enemies, Iniquity 
abounds, great Men make glorious Promiſes, but 
their Performances are {mall and vain. They will 
ſerve you, that they may ſerve themſelves upon, and 
by you, but no longer; and if you would experience 
and poſſeſs their Services and Friendſhip, you muſt 
pay dear for all, and rob your Conſciences of their 
Peace, to purchaſe Favour from the Enemies of God. 
And now unholy Souls cannot but find all hazar- 
dous, having no Strength to bear what is upon 'em, 
and no Expectations of Refuge and Supplies elſe- 
where. The World, that frowns upon em; their 
Spirits are ſtartled in em; their Cſciences, they 
quarrel with em; Sin appears formidable to 

em, and a moſt terrible Reckoning, State and God 
ſtand facing em; and without Holineſs they are 
made. ſenſible that there is neither ſolid Hope nor 
Joy to be expected. So that now Convictions draw 
more deep than ever; that Holineſs muſt ſerve 
their turn, or nothing; for there is no Refuge but 
this Ark. And thereupon, amidſt theſe ſtartling 
Apprehenſions, what now remains but to make ſure 
of ſomething, before all be gone. Now either God 
or nothing; Heaven, or undone for ever; but with- 
out Holineſs ſhall no Man ſee the Lord, or enter 


into Heaven, Till you be holy, there is Death in 


every Storm and Pot, and one Death following ano- 
ther. It is no wonder to ſee ſuch dreadful Fears 
and Agonies in unholy Perſons at every ProſpeCt of 
Diſtreſs, For every Meſſenger of Death and Miſery 
minds em of Wrath to come, and of ores 
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Loſſes in Time, and in Eternity. And every Arrow 
of Diſtreſs ſtrikes deep in the unholy Soul. And 
now we ſhall ſenſibly confeſs no Holineſs, no Ho 
nor Help; and this Conviction is apt to make us di- 

ligent and provident. | 1 
5. God's Chaſtnings fetch vs to concoct thoſe 
Promiſes, which will moſt revive and cheriſh Holi- 
neſs, 2 Sam. 23. 5. 2 Cor. 7.1, When ſenſible Re- 
fuges and Conſolations are remov*d from us, then 
we lay hold upon his Covenant. For in the Wil- 
derneſs we muſt reſort unto thoſe Promiſes, which 
relate unto the Encouragement of Holinefs. We 
know that the Truth which is after Godlineſs, muſt 
be acknowledg'd in the Hope, which Divine Pro- 
miſes incourage, Tit. 1. 1, 2. And as the End of 
Promiſes, and the Deſign thereof, is the Participa- 


tion of a Druine Nature, 2 Pet. 1.4. So we never | 


take ſuch Hold of Promiſes, as when we havenothing 
elſe to truſt to. In Farthfulneſs thou haſt afflifted me, 
op David): Let, Ipray thee, thy merciful Kindneſs 
be for my Comfort according to thy Word, unto thy Ser. 
vant, Pſal. 119. 75, 76. Oh! how little do we make 
of Promiſes, whilſt all ſeems clear and ſafe about us, 
and whilſt we are I 1900s with viſible Helps 
about us, and at Hand! But tis in Times of Danger 
and Diſtreſs that Promiſes will ſignifie moſt with us, 
eb. 11. 13. Tis then that Promiſes are moſt ſweet 
and ſavory: And when we ſee their Suitableneſs to 
our reſpective Exigencies, we moſt concerned ly preſs 
the Grape, and cheriſh Holineſs by the Juice thereof. 
When ever had God's Promiſes ſuch quick and faſt 
Embraces, as when his Providences preſt the moſt 
ſeverely upon his Favourites and Servants? Then 
promiſed Pardon, Deliverance, Acceptance, Peace 
and Foy, go far with us, and come upon our inward 
Man like Showers of Mauna in the Wilderneſs. 

hen Sexce is under Diſcipline . and Reſtraints, 


then Faith makes Promiſes to bring their 3 
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from the Land of Promiſe. And then we are leaſt 
in Danger of Miſconſtruction of the Promiſes, when 
we find by Providence, that tis not in chis World that 
Promiſes are. to have their great and full Accom- 
pliſhments. Oh ! what Realities do Promiſes enter- 
tain vs with, whilſt they aſſure vs that the Integri- 
ty and Victories of patient Holineſs ſhall end in the 
Inheritance of all things. They tell vs, That Holi- 
neſs ſhall ſee the Face of God, and Providence tells 
vs, that thither we muſt go for Hope. And when 
Chaſtnings are the ſharpeſt, then Promiſes are ſweet- 
eſt, Hab. 3. 17, 18. and when Promiſes reliſh beſt, 
then Holineſs thrives moſt. 7 

6. God's Chaſtnings beſt prepare for our ſingular 
Experiences of his Faithfulneſs and Favour, Row. 
5. 3,5. and by our Experiences hereof, our Ho- 
lineſs is both Imboldned and Improved. Oh ! how 
many Ebenezers, Piſga Sights, Wilderneſs Wonders, 
Mount Appearances, and Glorious Deliverances and 
Diſcoveries ſhould we miſs of, were we not ſome- 
times under Rods ! The Travels of the Patriarchs, 
Jacob's Stone, Jeremy's Dungeon, Daniel's Den, the 
Fiery Furnace, Peter's Priſon, Stephen's Arraign- 
ment, Paul's Chains, Job's Sequeftratrons and In- 
fliftions, David's Troubles, and Joſeph's Egypt; theſe 
all are fo many. Seals to this great Truth. See 
2 Cor. 1. 3,5. God's Mercy, Faithfulneſs, and 
all the Glory of his Name, have then the beſt Ad- 
vantages for their grateful Illuſtrations, when ali 
our Carnal Comforts, Hopes and Helps are gone, 
P/al. 23. And ſure Experience helps on Holineſs. 

7. God's Chaftnings inflame our Deſires ta be in 
Heaven, and conſequently puts us upon our quick and 
thorow Preparations to be gone to God, 2 Cor. 5. 
2, 9. Ler ws go forth to Chrift without the Gamp, 
bearing bis Reproach, for we have no continuing 
Cty here, but we ſeek one to come, Reb, 13. 13, 
14: We are never weary of this World, wy 
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{mart ſoundly in it; nor do we long for Heaven WWichii 
with ſuch Impetuouſneſs and Iatenſeneſs, as when Winks 
we bear the Effects of Rage and Pride, which 
fierce and ſcornful Sinners lay (as the Rods of 
God) upon us. Oh! how little doth the Glory 
of an higher State take up our Thoughts, whilſt 
we are every way Accommodated for the SatisfaCti- 
on of a Carnal Heart on Earth! Loth to Depart 
plays moſt in fight, when we have Sumptuous 
Structures and Provitions here. And even our Di- 
ligence in Preparations and Devotions declines and 
Janguiſhes, when we have nothing to make our 
Chriſtian Services Hazardous and Coſtly to us. 
Thoſe Characters and Accounts of the Vanity of 
all Things and Perſons which we meet with in Sa- 
cred Writ, and which we frequently mention and 
acknowledge in our Diſcourſes and Devotions, ſeem 
rather to be notional and romantick, than real and 
affecting; tis very ſmart Diſtreſs exemplifies and rea- 
liſes*em to us, and we are ſo far from being quickned 
and prevail'd upon thereby, to get our Hearts inReadi:- 
neſs br Heaven, as that we are rather alienated from 
vigorous Proſecutions of this noble Enter prize, by be- 
ing free from Chaſtnings: But when we find the 
Waters of Mara over flowing all our Banks, and all 
Luxury of Diſtreſs attending us: When Sickneſs, 
Bonds or Wracks afflict our Bodies: When evil Ti- 
dings are always beating in our Ears; when ſcur- 
rilous, invenom'd and wicked Tongues become our 
Scourge, blaſpheme our Cauſe and God, and blaſt our 
 Reputations ; when both Perfidiouſneſs and Hypocri- 
fie in others (Stars perhaps, in Appearance, of the 
firſt Magnitude, and greateſt Luſtre, drawn down 
into Apoſtaſie by the Dragon's Tail) defeat and 
ſhame our Hopes and Truſt; when we muſt labour 
in the Fire, and draw or fetch the Waters of Sal- 
vation in greateſt Jeopardy, of our Lives and For- 
tunes; and when we have ſhaking Tabernacles, a0 
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n Miching Hearts, then Oh! what Diligence and Care to 
n Inake all clear within, and ſure above! Then we 
h Kicice Bleſſedneſs upon the Tombs and Memory of 
of Ihe departed Saints, and ſend up ſtronger Cries to 
'y Mod, to be tranſlated where they are, and ſecretly 
ſc Micmoan our ' Diſtance from this inviolable State of 
i- Meſt and Purity. We then have livelier and ſtronger 
+ Ffhoughts of the great Peace and Pleaſure of Imma- 
1S Me!'s Land; lamenting, what we feel, a matchleſs 
i- Wiſerence: betwixt Earth and Heaven. Then 'tis we 
d abour for Preparedneſs, and long to be enſtated in 
Ir ar Joys. Never ſuch Fervors in Deſires, nor ſuck 
, are and Diligence to be prepar'd, as when chaſt- 


3. God's Chaſtnings make and keep us watchful 
nd ind uſtrious, in 1P Et. 5. 8. Sence of continua 


n ingers from and by Sin, makes us more circumſpect, 
d Mid Circumſpection is the Guide and Spring of A- 
n on, Eph. 5. 15, 16. It is the ſupine and careleſs 


dul that moſt degenerates and corrupts, and that 
* Wherein Sin makes the ſtrongeſt Scent. Whilſt we 
ep, the Enemy ſows his Tares ; and that we apt to 
, till rouſing Providences awaken us. But when 
od either reckons with us for our former Faults, 
t reaches; us by ſmart Rebukes, the Difference be- 
mixt Good and Evil; then 'we diſcern the. ſecret: 
empers and Propenſions of our Hearts, the Danger 
our preſent State, and the Neceſſity of provident 
Deportments for the Prevention of the impendant E- 
ils. We are then made ſenſible of .treacherous 
carts, ſubtil Deſigns, and latent Snares. Tis then 
e keep our Eyes upon our Hearts and Steps, an 


n frake the ſevereſt Obſervations of all Men and Things, 
d both their Tendency and Reſults. Tis then that 
5 athan and the World are underſtood; : and: deeply 


arch'd into, and that we too deeply fear our ſelves 


$ ive and active, left at any [Hime the World, or Sathan, 
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or our own Hearts over reach us. No Motion ſtarts, 
no Principle acts within us, no infant Breathings of 
Defires, no Taſte of Satisfaction, no rude Eſſays or 
Inclinations towards Worldlineſs, Pride, Impatience, 
Murmurings, but they are ſtrictly ſcann d, and quick: 
ly brought to an impartial Teft. And they chat lit- 
tle underſtood themſelves before, now plainly ſee 
what Watchfulneſs their Religious Intereſt requires 
for its Security and Promotion. Then we take heed 
unto our ſelves to purpoſe, leſt our Hearts at any 
time draw back from God, when we difcern by his 
Rebukes the Importance of his Frowns and Smiles; 
and what a Friend or Enemy he can be. Then ue g. 
ſuſpect our Hearts when we experience what Mi. 
chiefs their former Careleſneſs hath multiplied upon 
us. Then we are far from truſting to diſguis'd Va- * 
nity, when we not only know, but feel what Work 
our credulous and duttile Hearts have made, ford 
bitter Mournings and 'Reſentments. And hereuponſg ig. 
we dare not (as before) take every Bait, or make pg 
too bold with Wickedneſs in any of its ſpecious Di- 
guiſes and Pretences. For Pits: and Snares, and 
crafty Stratagems, we are aware of, and cannot bur, 
be deeply ſuſpicious of terrible Deſigns upon us, by. 
every Kits and Salutation that Earth or Hell would ur 
offer us, and court us with. And hence we keep our 
Hliſtance, and tremble to be found too near the Bot- 
ders of that State, wherein Death reigns by Sin 
Our Jealouſie is now, left old Sores grow incurab 
and left we periſh by our former Surfeits, and Fears 
ariſe within us, whether or not Death's Motto be 
engraven on us, and whether our preſent Strokes 
ring not the Funerals of our deceaſed Hope and 
Helps. However, we are ſo aware of farther Mi 
chief, and ſo ſollicitous to prevent it, as that we 
know not what to truſt but God, nor where to wall 
Kecurely but in the Ways of Holineſs.” And Lover 
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ns, Y «hich chus awaken us, cinnot but pur our Holineſs 


into a hopeful Way togrow. 
I'Y 9. God's Chaſtnings fetch and keep us much to 


Nee, WY Prayer, and in ir, Hf. 5. 15. P/al. 138. 3. and 2 Or. 
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- Eg ray by terrible rhings, the 
er of God's Name hath. its, fign 


al and its Powerful Touch upon us. Ad 
thing that we mention, without concern 
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tets, which have been the Hindrances and Diſadvan- 
tages of Holineſs; and that the great Aggravations 
and Embitterings of our preſent Trials, are the Guilt 
or Danger of a finful Spirit, State and Courſe; it 
needs muſt follow, that if we call 'on God, and 
get the Bleſſing, we muſt be holy; for Sin cannot 
but be the Bane of Prayer and Hope. "© 
Well then, ir is clear, that Times of Trouble are 
ſeaſonable times for Prayer, P/2/. 50. 15. That ten- 
der ſerious Hearts are moſt in Prayer, when moſt 
afflicted, 1 Sam. I. 15. That the Defign of Prayer 
is, to make God our Friend, P/a/. 119. 76,—132. 
That there are no Terms of Favour below the Re- 
ſignation of our ſelves to God. That no Condition 
can be ſafe or comfortable, without God's Bleffing 
and Preſence with us, and his Delight in us. And 
that nothing can be intolerable, or inconfiſtent with 
Felicity, wherein we are priviledged with Divine 
ports; of which, when fenft- 

ble, (and ſuch God's Chaſt'nings make ns) we come 
to God with Hearts fo prick'd and poor, as that 
all the Afflictions we meet with make us uneaſie, ill 
Prayer redreſs us. And there is nothing which we 
can warrantably infift upon in Prayer, but Hol inet 
muſt find Advantage and Relief therefrom. Nor can 
we with Confidence and Comfort make our Reforts 
to him, unleſs reſolv'd to be his, P/al. 5o. 15. Jam. 
1. 6. And if we be devoted and refign'd heartily to 
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ſolv'd againſt, and every Courſe of Providence a 

. prov'd of that tends thereto. Thus Chaſtnings quick- 
en: Prayer, Prayer bears up the Heart to God, and 

the Heart rules the Life. 


10. God's Chaſtnings exerciſe thoſe Graces, which 
do both conftirute and promote our Holineſs, Rom. 
1 Jam. 1. 3, 4. There are ſome Principles and 
Diſpoſitions which know no Exercifes and Improve- 
ments, but in diſtreſs of Weather, | 2 Theſc. I. 4. 
Faith, gives his Proſpe& of the good Land before 
us in the Wilderneſs. Hope cheriſt:es Endeavour; 
and Defigns againſt all Contradictions and Affaults, 
and under the higheſt Improbabilities that Fleſh, or 
Sathan, or this World can poſſibly ſuggeſt. Love 
acts moſt Powerfully, when moſt Conteſted with, 
and burns with greateſt Fervency and Vigor, when 
Winer Storms and Seaſons are, and grow moſt Vio- 
nt and . Tempeſtuous. Patience affords the beſt 
Experiences, and miniſters. to the greateſt Strength, 
when the greateſt Loads are laid upon us. And Re- 
folutron ſpeaks moſt the Greaineis of our Minds, 
. when we are oppoſed with the greateſt Fierceneſs. 
© Defires Flame out when apprehenſive of Reſtraints 
and Stints. And Spiritual Con/olations are moſt re- 

ſorted to, and then beſt Reliſh'd and Increas'd, 
when all things elſe look diſmally upon us. When 
we have nothing elſe to truſt to, when every Refuge 
fails, and every Prop grows weak, and all Breaſts em 
pty'd and embitter'd : *Tis then Devotedneſs to 
God appears unto. the greateſt Satisfact ions to our 
Souls. Faith is not known till Sence be chaſtned 
and afflicted.. God is beſt truſted out of light, 
That Credit which we give him in the Wilderness. 
is moſt eſteem'd by him. Abraham's Faith had 
then its glorions Exerciſe, and fingular  Manifeſts- 
tion and Acceptance, when he had laid his Son. up- 
on the Altar, when he believed 12 Hope v 


Hope, then God was glorified indeed. This wa 
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Trials as to the Matters 


ver 
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a Sight and Iaſtance wor thy of the ſtricteſt Obſer- 
vations of the whole Hoſt of Gd. When we are 
ſtarted out of all cloſe Places, bereaved of all our 
ſenſible Conſolations and Sapports, and have all Ha- 
Zirds, Rage and S:orn Luxuriantly breaking in up- 
on us like a Flood, and have bat little mixture of 
ſenſible Succors and Advantages to tell us what to 
look for; *cis then we look into our ſelves, to ſee 
what Intereſt God has obtain'd in us; and then 
we caſt our Eycs above to Contemplate the things 
unſeen, 2 Cor. 4. 17, 18. It is then we muſt be- 
heve, and hope, and fix our Expectations and Be- 
lief upon God's Word and Promiſes. And then 
our Holineſs cannot but thrive exceedingly, whilſt 
it has Faith, to bring Intelligence from an higher 
State, and to maintain continual Correſpondence 
therewith ; and Hope, to take the Earneſt, and taſte 
the Firſt- Fruits of the good Land before us; and 
Love, to attempt and reconcile our Spirits to what 
no Mortal Eye beholds, and to aſſimilate our Souls 
to God and Chriſt ; and Reſolution, to Encounter all 
Aſſailants; and Strong Deſires, to forward Motions 
and Advances towards an Eternal State of Joys and 
Reſt; and Patience, to Steel our Looks and Conn- 
tenances, and to Fortiſie our Backs to bear the 
Heats and Burthens of our Day ; and Prayer, to fetch 
all Grace and Bleſſings down. Theſe things, thus 
Exerciſed by Rods, bear up our Holineſs upon mighty 
Shoulders. 1 F 

1. Izſer. Affect ions never hurt us till they make 
us bad, Job 23. 10. 2 Cor. 6. 10. Men gain and 
loſe according as they are and do. We ſee there is 
Profit in the Caſe, and great Expedience ; but 
as Holineſs advances, ſo is the gain of Children; 
and as that declines, ſo are we on the loſing Hand. 


The Spirit is the Man, and God's Image is the Gain 


this World, is but the 
: 5 


and. Beauty of the Spirit n and what we loſe by 
4 faint 


Che el mo 


er. But we then blaſt and ſpoil our Crop, when 
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taint Reſemblance of Poverty and Loſs, As having and 
nothing. and "poſſeſſing all things. But when Temp- MW Tr 
rations bring forth Sin, and when the Croſs hecomes He 
a Scandal, then we decline apace. Talk not of us, 
Loſs and Gain till God and Souls be well confidera, Co 
as the beſt Improvement of every State and Trial. out 
We wart not all we have not, nor are we poor in- ſou 
deed, till that be taken from us, without which we | 
cannot live a Noble and a Joyful Lite z:deed. Our 
preſent Sequeſtrations and Diſtreſſes are but the caft- 
ing of out Seed abroad to make our Harveſt great- 


we forſake our God, and give our Hearts away to 
Vanity; whoever will /ave his Life ſhall /o/e it, 
and what-ſhall it profir a Man, to gain the whole 
World, and loſe his Soul? Mar. 8. 35. 37. Treaſures 
on Earth may well be ſpared; and all that Trials 
and Rebukes can take away againſt our Carnal Wills 
in this World, are not Treaſures in a Solid Sence. 
Our Carnal Honours, Lives and Fortunes may be 
ſequeſtred from us, and leave us truly richer than 
they found us; but if the Troubles of our Day 
make us fall out with God, they extinguiſh Holy 
Zeal, and render Diligent Godlineſs more remiſs; 
if they divert our Thoughts and ſteps from berter 
things, and alienate our Hearts from what God calls, 
and they ſhould count the greateſt Profit; then we 
are dangerouſly Wounded and Impoveriſh'd, and 
fruſtrate thoſe Polls for our Advantage which God 
had' upon us. God better knows than we what will 
advantage us, and he gives no empty or improper © ou 
Names to things. He calls it Profr to us, to make he 
us Partakers of his Holineſs , and he thinks us fig 
rich, if full of him, tho' we have nothing left be- be 
Tides him. The Lord is my Shepherd, and I h C 
want no good thing, Plal. 23. 1. He'ts a Sun and ou 
Shield, ——and 20 good thing will he © witbbold, an 
Fal. 84. 11. Afflictions drive us home to * ca 
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and then Experience will inform us where the true 
Treaſures lye. Our fatal rottenneſs begins at the 
Heart. If all be ſound within, nothing can empty 
vs, which we are called to bear or loſe, For our 
Conſolations and Enrichments will riſe higher than 
our Sutterings can. Holineſs makes and keeps us 
ſound and full, and till that be diminiſh'd or loft, 
our Bows abide in Strength, and our Inheritance re- 
mains both Safe and Great. Whatever Chaſtnin 
may imbitter or remove, are of the loweſt Conſe- 
quence and Concern, and ſcarce enough to merit 
Thoughts or Fears, 1 Cor. 7. 29,—31. And what- 
ever cannot make us Bad, can never make us 
4 for Holineſs is, and leads to true and great 
iches. | ae 
2. Infer. No Man can ſay that God for/akes, be- 
cauſe he ſiri#es him, Rev. 3. 19. 1 Pet. 1. 6, 7. 
The ſharpeſt Diſpenſations are oft in greateſt Faith. 
fulneſs. Jou have heard of the Patience of Job, and 
have ſeen the end of the Lord, Nam. 5. 11. See 
all before you judge of any thing, and ſtay till 
you ſee how Providences iſſue, before you paſs your 
Cenſures on em. The ſharpeſt Diſpenſations have 
ever done the greateſt good, and therefore may be 
look d upon as very well confiftent with high Re- 
ſpects to towardly Souls. The figns of a deſerting 
or departed God, are rather to be ferch'd from what 
we are or do, than what we feel. Foſeph is not— 
and all theſe things are againſt me, was but a falſe 
and haſty Speech. We have far more Cauſe to blame 
our ſelyes than God, if diſadvantaged by any thing 
he lays upon us. We ſee God has no mercileſs De- 
figns-upon us. He would do us good, and make us 
berter, Rom. 8. 28. And yet hoy apt are we to 


Cenſure and Arraign him, when things go croſs to 
our Defires and Defigns ! We give up all for loſt, 


and cry, Are at all theſe Evils come a us, be. 
cauſe The Lord aur God is not "among(f us s Had 
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we no more than Rods to prove our God depar- 
ted, how Joyful might we be in all that hap. 

- £29 + ; ; 
66 Infer. How diſtant, ſtubborn and defective are 
the beſt Men here, ſeeing their Holineis cannot be 
purſu'd by em without Rebukes. upon 'em, H/. 2 
6. and 5. 15. Before I was offifded, (ſays David) 
T went aſtray, but now have I learnt thy Statutes, 

P/al. 119. 67, 71. The. beſt. are ſtrangely prone 
to fad elan and to forſake their Firſt Love. 
And *cis too hard to find a Chriſtian made better, 
and not worſe, by a Proſperous Condition ; God 
takes no Pleaſure in our Miſeries, but he deſigns 
our Profit. And our Defections and Diſtempers 
make it neceſſary to have this Participation of God's 
Holineſs effected by ſevere Corrections. Were not 
our Diſtance and Degeneracy exceeding deep, yea, 
and our Obſtinacy great, it would be unaccountable, 
That all the Motives, Obligations and Advantages 
of our Goſpel State ſhould not prevail upon us to 
9 Holineſs in the Fear of God. Is not this 
Bleſſing or Participation of God's Holineſs ſuffici- 
ent to commend it ſelf to the Confiderate Soul 
Conformity and Dearneſs to the Glorious Jehova, 
in order to the Acquiſition of his Royal Favours, are 
ſuch Advantages and Joys, ſo ſmall and trivial, as 
that unleſs the Rod enforce the Tender and -Defign, 
they are like to prove ſucceſleſs! Theſe Hebrews 
certainly were Holy before many of their Trials had 
arreſted em, and yet we ſee more Holineſs was 
both needful and deſigned. Therefore they were im- 
perfect. And yet the reſidue of this deſigned Mercy 
could not be reach'd unto till the Rod promoted it. 
Therefore they were ungrateful and averſe.; ... 
4. Jafer. Well may we blame our ſelves, when 
not thus: profited: by what we tech, 1/a. 64. 16, 7: 
Lo be Unholy ander and after Chaſtnings, it 3s 2 


as proſe down wie the deep Anais 
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The Priviledge courts. vs, and Corrections urge us 
to be given up to God in Heart and Life, and yet 
neither Good nor Evil can jeduce our Hearts: What 
greater Evidence or Symptom of an Ill-remper'd and 
Forſaken Heart? Is it not meet that God ſhould hear 
us ſay, We have born Chaſtninge, and we will offend 
no more hereafter? Job 34. 32. Oh! What a La- 
mentation may we take up this Day in England, 
London, and in our reſpective Houſes, that we have 


borne ſo many and unuſual Chaſtifements, and have 


got no greater a proportion of this Profit by em 
Have we been brought under the Rods of God, be- 
cauſe we have been Vile, and that we might be 
Holy; and can we ſatisfie our ſelves to have this 
Diſcipline loſt upon us! The Prints and CharaFers 
which God hath left upon us are viſible to this 


Day. How many ſadly call to mind the Families 


and Relations which the Plague ſwept away; the 
pleaſant Habitations which London's Fire lick d up; 
the Limbs and Lives which later Wars bereaved' fo 
many of; the Treaſures which the Interruped 
Trades of Money and other Caſualties have di- 
miniſh'd ; the ſmart and fad Dw7/ons which new 
Teſts and Shi bbolethæ have ſtarted and maintained 
amongſt us, and the ſad Conſequences and Effects 
of ſwarming Canaanites and Amalekites amongſt us! 
The Marks of God's Diſpleaſure appear in almoſt e- 
very Look and Family. But where is the Hearr 
that can produce Proficient Holineſs, and Evidence 
Advantage by theſe Strokes? What Operative Phy- 
flick and Dreadful Vomits ' hath God given us to 
purge away our Filth? But where's the Cure? Do 
we not feel. unholy Motions, Principles, Deſigns and 
Practices to be too prevalent amongſt us, and too 
— upon us? How little have we grown in 


Holy Knowledge, Life and Love? Might execrable 


Oaths and Blaſphemies paſs for Holy Language, or 
might Perfidicuſnefs and Perjuries paſs for the Symp- 


toms 


— 


toms of an Holy Heart; or Practical Diſorders paſs £Þ 4 
for- Conformity to the Will and Nature of the Ho- 
ly God, our Reformations might be accounted great. th 
But what can be more contrary to Holineſs than 


theſe, which do at this Day ſo luxuriantly abound Fo 
amongſt us: I am not afraid to ſay, that ordinary on 
Swearing, Perfid iouſneſs and Debaucheries are ut- p. 
terly inconfiſtent with the State and Spirit of true C 
_ Holineſs: and Devoredneſs unto God; or otherwiſe V 
the Fourth Commandment is neither Sence nor tt 
Truth. And what hath hindred our Participation of W 
God's Holineſs, but our ſelves? We have neither it 
wanted Rods, nor Explications and Enforcements of W an 
their Sence and Errand. Whence therefore is it pt 
that we are Incorrigible and Undevoted to our God, ch 
but from our ſelves 2? WR. ee re 
5. Izfer. It is better falling into the Hands of | 
God, than into the Hands of Men, 2 Sam. 24. 14. MW «© 
The Merces of Men are Cruelty. What then are ti. 
their Severities * They Chaſten us for their P/ea- ar 
Sure, God for our Profit, The worft that God in- m 
flicts upon his Corrigible Children, is far more vi 


ainful ro us than the utmoſt Reaches, and the beſt 
xpreſſions of the Compaſſionate Thoughts and Bow- hi 
els of our Earthly Parents. For God's Rebukes are li 
evermore attended with pertinent Inſtructions; but I 
Mens are oft unreaſonable in their Grounds, exceſ- or 
tive in their Meafures, unſeaſonable in their Ti- hi 
mings, and unprofitable in their Ends and Iflues. of 
He that deſigns our Holineſs, intends us all that's P, 
good; and therefore may be borne with in all that * 
he lays upon us, ſeeing every ſtroke of his cannot m 
but contribute its equal meaſure of Aſſiſtance and 
Reſpects to our determin'd Advantage. And when 
makes us . wholly more unreſervedly his own, p 

and more conformable to himſelf by what we ſuffer, 0f 
what we endure or loſe cannot be thought to bear | þ, 
any. proportion to what we gain. Oh! _— nn is 
is | oli- ks 


— bY 7 J 
Holineſs! a wondrous. Favour ? Why were we choſen 


thereunto ?: 2 1. 4. Why Created and Renew'd 


therein? Eph. 2. 10. and 4. 24. Why Delivered 
for this End 2 Luke 1. 77. Rom. 6. 22. Why 
ſuch exceeding Great and 12 Promiſes to make 
us ſuch 2 2 Per, 1. 4. 2 Cor. 7. 1. And why ſuch 
Prayers to be found undlameable in Holineſs at 
Chriſt's coming? 1 Ie. 3. 13. The Holy Soul 
Mounts high, doth Noble things, and Lives upon 


the ſublimelt Expectations, being made Congenial 


with the Society, State and Joys of Heaven. Aud 
it is Connaturalis d unto thoſe Glorious Rewards 
and Exerciſes, which would torment the filthy, un- 
prepared Spirit. Who then would not rather bear 


the Chaſtnings of ſuch a Father, who calculates and 


refers all he inflicts to our Advantage, than undergo 
their ſtrokes who give no Warning, regard no Cir- 
cumſtances, and defign no Good? The bittereſt For- 
tions may be chearfully received from that Phyſict- 
an's Hands, and by his Order, who regards nothing 
more than the Recovery of his Patient. Men ofitimes 
vent their Paſſions, and exemplifie their Rage upon 
their Children, and ſtud iouſly deſign and proſecute 
he Alienation of our Hearts and Lives from God and Ho- 
lineſs, and hence they neither bound nor mitigate thei r 
Severities with merciful reſpects of the Infirmities 

or Advantages of others; but Gd will not exceed 
his Children's Strength, nor ſhew himſelf regardle 

of their Juſt Intereſt and Welfare. And tho wicks 

Perſons, be his Rod, yet all their Wrath ſhall p 135 
him, in that tis — to try Children's s Good, 
much beſide their Enemies Aim and Will) and al 
the reſidue of ſuperfluous Wrath will God N 2 

.6, Iafer. If any thing portend 1 a 
Preſervation from Corredtin, i it is the fignal a 


| 2 Holineſs, 2 Chron.'7 It is a v > 17 


pe to de excu Ge! Chaſtnings whilf Held 
5 Baabe, whilſt there is need of Diſcipline 4 
mu 


mwmuſt be uſed. Were we indeed fo Candid and In- 
| enious, as to reſign our ſelves to God without the 
courges of his Rod, many a ſtroke might be pre- 
vented, allay'd or ſhortned; but when we fee the 
lamentable Imperfections of a new Nature, and 
God's Image in us, it is the leſs Wonder that 
Strokes and bitter Cups are multiplied upon us, 
and continved with us. Shall we Dirorce our 
ſelves from God, or be content with faint Reſem- 
blances of God, and fluggiſh Motions towards him; 
and yet think to eſcape what is ſo neceſſary to our 
Cure? Better the Prodigal Son be pinch'd and 
ſtarvd Home, than loſt for ever. Ler him return 
but home, and then (but not before) his Exigences 
ſhall be reliev'd plenteouſſy, and all his Sorrows-turn 
to matchleſs Satisfaction. Sin and Rebukes (as the) 
were Born, ſo they) muſt Live and Die together. 
There are but Two States free from Paternal Diſ- 


LY 


cipline; Hall, where [Holineſs is impoſſihle; Hea- 
ven, where it is compleated. Diſcipline, in Hell it 
would be fruitleſs, : in Heaven it would be need- 
leſs; in Hell the Damned are too bad, in Heaven 
the Recovered are too good to be corrected. But 
in this Mraaſe Probationary State, tis poſſible and 
likely that bad Perſons iney be made good by 
Rods, and good ones better. Bur: it is trivial and 
idle, for fraward Ohildren (ſo diſtant from that 
juſt Maturity, which | their, 'Holineſs muſt reach) 
70 think that God mould be more ſparing of his 
Aſcipline, than their Recovery can conſiſt with, or 
admit of. Could We but end eur Hearts rais d up 
to God, and our Devotedneſa firm and ſtrong; 
had we ſuch elevated, und reſolv d, and well- tem- 
r'd Souls, as that Foſterity amd Liberty from all 
tonneſs, and dangerous Relapſes into decays of Ho- 
lines 3 could we be ſafely truſted with eurthly 
Tranquility and Delights; and were: it certain that 
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Nom 'uo Chaſtning for the preſent ſeemeth_ to 


+ Comfileretl and Applied, 31g 
the moſt liberal Affluences and Cont inuance of all 
good things below, would not Intrench upon God's 
Intereſt in us, and his Deſign upon and for vs; then 
would our God deliver us effectvally and quickly 
from what we feel and fear, and caſt his needleſs 
Rods aſide, when truly ſo. But whilſt we are ſo 
little like to God, and do ſo little for him, and are 
ſo little: with him, and ſo meanly fitted and pur- 
pared for greater Matters from him; our unreſins 
Spirits, our treacherous Hearts, our barren Lives, 
our earthly Tempers, and too impetuous Propen- 
ſions toi fwerve from what we have attain'd to, and 
to miſs of what we are call'd to proſecute, preſage 
no probability of any quick removal or prevention 


* 


of what we fear or feel. 
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be joyous, but grievous; nevertheleſs,  after- 
ward it yieldeth the peacealle Fruit of 
Righteouſneſs, to them which are exerciſed 
thereby. i Hey e jug : 3 


T HIS Verſe contains the Sixth Argument 

I drawn from the Happy Iſſues of Afflictions, 28 
the former was fetch d from the Spirit and Deſign 
of the Gorrecting Father, Gad himſelf. The "Text 
ſceins to come in Fyhprscaly, inſinvating what 
may tucitly be objetted. | Namely, that If God de- 
ſign our FPyuſit, why fuch Diſtreſs upon us? Who 
can be recoticiled to ſuch *Apprehenfiony of Affticti- 


* > 


ons, as: that they Mould por tend our Good, that Tees 


and 


320 HE BRE WMS Ki. 10. 
and feels how ſmart and grievous they are found 
to be? Are ſuch luxuriant Miſeries and Deaths the 
Tokens and Paſſages of ſo great a Priviledge from 
God to us, or of fuch an Heart in God towards us? 
'Tis anſwered here, 1. By Cunceſſon, that there is 
no Joy, but Grief, viſible in the firſt Front, or pre- 
ſent Aſpects of Affliction. 2. By Correction and 
Au. It is, 1. Inſinuated, that Afflictions or Chaſt- 
unf tho' thought and call'd Grievout, are but, 
1. In appearance ſuch, rather than in reality; for 
no Afflictions ſcemeth, &c. And, 2. Their grievouſ- 
neſs, whatever it is, is but of ſhort cdntinuance, 
for the preſent. 3. The Harveſt will be great and 
Joyful , for he that is exercis'd by Afflictions ſhall 

reap the Peaceable Fruits of Righteouſneſs there- 
from, after a certain time of Trial. So that, 
. Affliction Sows the Seed, or is the Root. 2. The 

Feaceable Fruit of Righteouſneſs is the Harveſt. 
3. Thoſe that are exercisd by Affliction are the 
Reapers and Poſſeſſors of this Harveſt. 4. The 

reſent ſeeming Grievouſneſs of Chaſtnings, is the 

vil to be antidoted and allay'd by the Hopes and 

Proſpect of this Harveſt. And, 5. The time of 
Harveſt is not at preſent, but hereafter. When we 
have Sown in Tears, then we ſhall — * Joy. 
And thus we ſee, 6. That patient Submiſſions and 
Improvements of Divine Chaſtnings, in hopes of 
what ſhall follow; and our Patient Continu- 
ance in our Chriſtian Courſe unto the End, 


„ „ 


- of 


— 
+. 
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this not Arbitrarily, but to our Profit. 5. Of 
which the Harveſt will convince us. © 

Dof?. As dreadful as God's Chaſtnings for the 
preſent” ſeem to be, yet ſuch as are exercis d thereby 
ſhall ſhortly reap the Fruit of Righteouſneſs: there- 


from, P/al. 126. 5, 6. The Harveſt will be better 


than the Seed-time, and the. Fruit pleaſanter than 


the Root that yeilds it, or the Soil is cultivated for 


it. We are not to take our Meaſures of what be- 
fals us from Appearance, but from their proper 
lſefulneſs and References to worthy Ends and 
lſſues. The dark Side is rather the Covering than 
theThing. Sence is no competent Judge of what 
concerns our Souls, nor is the Patient fit to chuſe 
the Medicines and Methods of his own Cure, nor 
to dictate Preſcriptions to his Phyfician, who is 
wiſer and fitter than himſelf to rule and order 
him. Effects beſt Ggnifie and commend their Cau- 
ſes. Foul or froſty Weather, high Winds and Thun- 
der- Storms, are not uneligible or unuſeful, becauſe 
they fright. or pinch us. Our Summer Incomes give 
us other Thoughts and Meaſures of Winter- Seaſons, 
than their immediate or inſtant Impreſſions upon 
our delicate and tender Sences can afford us. Nor 
doth the Husbandman repent his Diligence, nor the 
Mariner his Voyages in all Diſtreſs of Weather, 
when they receive their advantageous Incomes and 
Returns. They then are ſenſible, that had they re- 
ſented and declined their troubleſome and coſtly 
Labours and Adventures, it had return'd upon em 
to their great Loſs and Folly. Suſpend all Quarrels 
and Concluſions, till you ſee how all your Storms 
will end. Strong Winds do Service, where the 
Sails are large and ſtrong, the Ballaſt meet, the Ship 
lubſtantial and ſound, the Mariners diligent and 
careful, the Pilot skilful, the Courſe right, Provi- 
lions full, and the Ship under Sail. God is a fitter 
Judge than Man, to ſtate the Methods of our Re- 
on | = * | covery 
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 covery and Advantage, And whilſb-we have hz 
Order, Providence; and Promiſe, ' engaged for our 
Warrant, Encouragement and: Shccels, irik becomes 
us to ſuſpect or challenge him as an Enemy to our 
Gain and Safety, becavſe his Ways at: preſent ſuit 
not our ſoft and errant: Sentiments of things. He 
that looks forward with a fixed, Eye: on things in- 
viſible, and that counts eternal Joys the moſt endy. 
ring Stbſtance, will never think his Goſpel-Croſg 
intolerable, or fit to be reſented and declin'd, for 
the avoiding; of what is ungrateful to; the Carnal 
Heart, 2 Cor. 4. 16, 17. Heb. 10. 34. Such is the 
Pleaſure of Integrity, ſuch are the Gains. of Holineſs, 

and ſuch is — of that joyful bleſſed State 
above, as that the Spirit of Adoption eannot but va- 
lue what betides us, as that relates thereto. And 
vrhen we are got to Heaven, who will fall out with 
God for making them ſo Holy and ſo Glorious in 
his Preſence, by too ſevere and rigid Diſcipline and 
Diſpenſations? Sound Hearts, great Hopes, and 
eternal Recompence in Heaven, obtain'd thro” Chaſt- 
nings, will make us call the heavieſt Croſs the great- 
eſt Bleſſing,” . 

Luer. 1. What is that Peaceable Fruit of Reghic- 
nſneſs which Chaſtnings yeild to exercis d Souls 
—. ß ĩ 
1. If we take [Aunrwns} for. a Genitiv. Mate- 


rie, then tis no more than the Fruit, that is, Righ- 


trouſneſ; and ſo Afflictions make you to work 
Righteouſneſs, Heb. 11. 33. They quicken us to 
righteous Actions, and ſo by Exerciſe, Habits of 
Righteouſneſs: are rendred more ſtrong and excel - 
lent. And thus Righteouſneſs comprehends a well- 
ordeiꝰd Converſation, kept in its due Conformity to 
all the righteous bb ol God, Lax. 1. 6, Great 


Inſtances and Proofs of a moſt regular Frame and 
Fixedneſs of Heart for God, whereby all practical 
Conformity to, and Compliances with the command- 

x | ing 


ing and diſpoſing Will of God, appear fo natural 
0-us, as to evince Obſervers of God's prevailing 
lutereſt in us, and Influences upon us. | 

2. If we take it as a Genitiv. Medi, as ſome- 
thing affording Fruit, then the Fruit of Righteou/- 
ſs. is no more than the Kindneſs which God ſheus 
to Righteouſneſs, and the Rewards he gives it, as 
that which, according to the Tenor of his Gracious 
Law, accompliſhes and qualifies the Soul for ſpeci- 
a Favour here, and in a better State. And thus 
we read of a Crown of Righteouſneſs, 2 Tim. 4. 8. 
And thus the Work of Righteouſneſs ſhall be Peace, 
and the Effet of Righteouſneſs ſhall be Quietneſs 
ud Aſſurance for ever. And my People ſhall dwell 
in a peaceable Habitation, and in ſure Dwellings, and 
in quiet N e Iſa. 32. 17, 18. Thus Righ- 
teouſneſs is the Seed, and a ſure Reward, the Har- 
reſt that attends it. For to him that eee, Rig h- 
touſneſs ſhall be a ſure Reward; for Righteouſneſs 
tends to Life, Prov. 11. 18, 19. Thus Glory, Ho- 
nour and Peace to every one that doth Good, Rom. 
2. 10. See alſo Gal. 6. 7,10. | 

3. But if you take Righteouſneſs for the Root of 
al that Good which comes from God to ſinful 
Man, then tis the ſame with Mercy and Compaſſion, 
Rom.”1. 17. Thus your improved Afflictions make 
way for the higheſt Exhibitions and Expreſſions of 
God's merciful Compaſſion towards you, as well as 


for the Cultivation of your Souls. | 
4. If you take this Righteouſneſs for God's Faith- 
tulneſs and Promiſe, and ſo for the great Effect 
and Proof thereof in Glory; then *tis your ever- 
laſting Welfare and Felicity in Heaven, as that to 
which your Rzghteouſneſs conducts you. For the 
Righteous ſhall go into Life Eternal, Matth. 25. 46. 
And thus as your Righteouſneſs is your Conformi- 
J. to the Precepts of God's Goſpel-Law, to G05 
Righteouſneſs is his 2 Accompliſhment of 
N e 
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324 HE BRE WS xi. 11. 
the Punient and Promiſſory Part thereof. The Sum is 
this; the Fruit of Chaſtnings is Integrity and Glory. 
F. It is call'd the Fruit of Righteouſneſs, as ſome 
Efect reſulting from its proper and peculiar Cauſe, 
5 the Harveſt from its Seed, or the Fruit from its 
Free. Afflictions, by the Grace and Providence of 
God, are made ſucceſsful to the ingenerating of 
Holy and Righteous Principles and Graces in you, 
and to the exerciſing of 'em, in order to their 
Growth, and genuine Productions of ſuch great A- 
tions and Effects as are moſt worthy of ſuch Princi- 
ples and Graces, Fam. I. 2, 3. Rom. 5. 3,.—5. and 
conſequently to the making of you meet to be 
Parrakers of that Inheritance in Light and Glory, 
which God will give to Conquerors, according to 
his Covenant, Rev. 3. 21. and 21. 7. and 2. 10. 
Grace manages the Rod, prepares the Soul, main- 
tains the Fruit, and gives the Crown. And Chaſt- 
nings kcep the Soul to Exerciſe, Exerciſe makes it 
grow, Growth makes it fit, the Promiſe gives the 
Right, and God himſelf the Crown. And thus the 
Fruit of Righteouſneſs, according to its different and 
variors Acceptations, hath its reſpective various 
Cauſes,cach one aptly miniſtring to thisFruit,ſubordi- 
nately and obſequiouſly to the firſt and greateſt Cauſe, 
6. It is call'd the Peaceable Fruit of Righteouſ- 
neſs: Taat which is ſown in Peace, Jam. 3. 18. 
that tends to Peace, and makes for Peace, Rom. 14. 
F7,—19. That is attended with Peace, 2 Cor. 1. 
12. Ea]. 119. 165. Phil. 4.8, 9. and that exds in 
Peace, P/al. 27. 37. Ia. 57. 1, 2. Now this Paſlage 
3s an Aiijuſion to an Olpympre Cuſtom, (as Pet. Fab. in 
a's Agoniſt. docs well obſerve). For there, when 
ie Exerciie was ended, the Vitor had an Olive 
&:cwn or Garland given him, (row the Olive was 
an En blem or Symbol of Peace) with the Conſent 
a: d Applauſe of all, Here therefore we have the 
zeace.ble Fruit of Righteouſneſs, by way of as 
: | 100 
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(tion from that Crown. But to the Thing, tis 


Peaceable, Fruit, 1. As ſown in Peace, with a ſedate 
and quiet Spirit, ſatisfyd with what God doth, 
and reconcil'd to all thoſe Suffer ings and Attempts 
wherein our Courſe can be concern'd. 2. As 
tending to Peace, by peculiar Blameleſneſs, and ſpe- 
cial Care to avoid all Scandalouſneſs, and needleſs 
Provocations of the Church or World, 1 Pez. 2. 12. 
and 3. 16. and 4.15,16. and ſo reconciling all, as much 
as may be on your Parts, to both Religion, and to your 
ſelves, 1 Cor. 10. 32, 33. Jam. 3. 17. But repre- 
ſenting Righteouſneſs under its molt provoking Cir- 
cumſtances, lovely to all that ſhall obſerve you. 
3. As attended with Peace; for thus you are be- 
ter reconcil'd to Gcd, and to your ſelves, and keep 
the Harmony of your own Spirits, and the Serenity 
of your own Conſciences intire and firm, anc find 
God ever ſpeaking to you as to Friends at Peacz 
with him. 4. As ending in Peace, where God will 
ever keep you ſafe and quiet. 5M 
Dyer. 2. Who are thoſe exerciſed Perſors to 
whom God's Chaſtnings yield this Fruzz 2 
1. The Word is [Teyvurarwos,] a Word empha- 
tical enough, and apply'd by Greek Authors botii to 
the Saul and Body. Toumdd en, Proprie eff, exercert in 
Gymnade, diligenter incumbendo Alfionibus. And 
'tis from thence transferred to all that is learnt 
by Exerciſe, Hence yuurdCer To od ue, Plat. Th Ju- 
xw, Iſocr. rds rds dgerds, Arrian, e C α¾ 
1 Tim. 4. 7. As the Word comes from [yours] 
lo it imports Nakedreſs, and being ſtript 10 the very 
Skin. And thus the Racers ſtript themſelves of all 
incumbring Garments. But as to the Word 
(yuurdCo,)] it imports Scholaſtic Exerciſe and Edu- 
cation, with reference to peculiar Exerciſes and De- 
ligns, whether Agoniſtical or Ethical, to make Men 
agile and expert. | | 
2 As to the Thing,we may reſpect it in Relation io 
E 4 1 Cnaſt- 
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Chaſtnings, as having either, 1. The Infliftion and ob 
jective Exerciſe, as Patients. And thus all that are exer 
ciſed, do not reap this Fruit; for ſome remain incorti 
gible, and unfruitful in Holineſs and Righteouſneſßs 
and ſo they loſe their Harveſt. Or, 2. The proſperoyg 
Effect; and then thoſe are exercisd hereby, are ſuch az, 
1. Under ſtand the Exerciſe,and theEndthereof. 2.Such 
as comport therewith, and grow habituated and expert 
thereby, to, and in all thoſe Holy Principles, and Ha. 
bits, and Kighteous Deportments, which God by 
Chaſtnings calls his Children to. As the Belief and 
and Value of God's Eminence, and their own Eter- 
nal Welfare; Repentance of their Sins; Divorce- 
ments from the Endearments of the World'and' Fleſh 
the Mortification of all ſinful Appetites and, Pro- 
penſions; the abandoning of all Hypocriſie and fin- 
ful Sloth; all Trattablenefs and Obſequiouſhels to 
the Will of God. Livelier Reſemblances, and more 
cxact and accurate Imitations of their grand Exen-Wſ ſu 
play, Chriſt himſelf, More notable and noble In- by 
{tances, univerſal and uniform Obedience. Better F 
Foundations for the time to come, for clearer Evi- 
dences, and more vigorous Hopes, when near the 
Period of our Courſe, and preſent State; more flz 
ming Zeal, and greater Fervors in our Heavenly 
Love; more bold Atchievements, and firmer Reſo- de 
Intions to keep cloſe with Gcd ; and ſmarter Re- 
liſhes of Divine Conſolations; and, in a Word, 
more Wiſdom, Holineſs and Conrage ; and- greater d 
Soberneſs, Righteouſneſs and Godlineſs. i 
Quer. 3. How can God's Chaſtnings be ſaid to © 
yield this peaceable Fruit of Righteouſneſs to ſuch? 0 
I. As they rouſe up dormant Faculties, and ſet ] 
em to their pertinent and proper Operations, Eccle/, 
J. 14. Hof. 5. 15. Our very humane Principles 0 
are ſtartled into peculiar Exerciſes by pinching Diſ- A 
penſations- We then are frighted into cloſer 4 

{hovghts, and more Soncernedneſs in Meditat- Y © 
* 5 75 * F ns ; ole, 


27 
ons, Proſpedts and Reflections. What Recollecti- 
ons of things paſt, and what Reflections upon our 
ſelves, do we then make, when preſs'd under the 
Severities of Providential 'Diſpenfations? And what 
Sollicitudes do we then cheriſh about 'Self-Preſer- 
vations and Retrievements! And when our Facul- 
ties are thus awaken d to ſtricter Thoughtfulneſs 
than 'uſudl ; and when they are elevated by ſuch In- 
tenſeneſs of Contemplations and Concernedneſs, 
they are ſo far more prepared for ſuch Impreſſi- 
ons and Reſolves, as are moſt expedient for our Re- 
lief and Safety. For Nature it ſelf then ſeems to 
teach us, that Providence for our grand Concern ant 
Intereſt muſt be no · tranſient and flighty thing. S0 
that now, hy the Inducements of what we fear and 
feel, we grow more ſerious and ſpeedy than before, 
in making out for Help that may relieve us to the 
Purpoſe. Sluggiſhneſs binds us down, and Grace 
ſuppoſes Nature, and it is defign'd not to deſtroy 

but to advance and uſe it. And if our indiſpoſe 

Faculties be ſuch Impediments to the Exerciſe of 
Grace, why may not their awaknings ſubſerve its 
Intereſt and Deſigns upon us, and work with more 
Advantage on us, by the rouſings up of Nature? 
No Rhetorick nor Mathematical Demonſtrations will 
do that upon even holy Souls, which Frights and 
Preſſures will effect. Who finds not, that natural 
Advantages do ſtrangely influence his othcrwiſe in- 
diſpoſed Spirit to wonderful Diligence and De- 
ſigns? Lightnings and Storms make even unconver- 
ted Sinners to diſcourſe themſelves with greater Seri- 
ouſneſs than at other times. Even Sinners, when ſenſibly 
near their Change by Death, or when apprehenſive of 
impendent Dangers, will think upon themſelves and 
God, and ſeek that Majeſty upon the Knee, to whom 
at other times they have no Liſt or Leiſure to ap- 
proach. And in the greateſt Articles of conceived 
Diſtreſs or Danger, their Eſtimate of the things of 
| = 4 God 
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God grows higher than at other times. Even a Pha: 
roah could ſolicite for the Prayers of Moſes, againſt 
whom at other times he was moſt bitterly enrag'd. 
What would he then have done had but the Root of 
the Matter been in him? Had but his natural Facul- 
ties of Knowledge, Choice, and diligent Activity, been 
rouſed up with but the infant Diſpoſitions, and firſt 
Eſſays of a Divine Life, would not his Strokes and 
Frights have been a great Advantage to proficient 
Righteouſneſs ? iz 

2. As they conſtrain us to reſort to God alone, 
and to his Ways, for Eaſe and Safety, I/a. 10. 3. 


Hoſe. 14. 1,3. Why gaddeſt thou about, (ſaith God 


to Judab) to change thy way , forme both Egypt 
2 ir ſhall be thy Shame? 

to Ephraim like their Firſt Husband, when in Di- 
ſtreſs, and under God's Correcting Hand; and when 
God had Hedg'd up their Way with Thorns, H/. 
2. 6, 7. How ſenſible was the poor Prodigal, (when 
Pinch'd and well nigh ſtary*d) that the only way to his 
relief was his return to his (before deſpiſed and 
deſerted) Father, Oh! When the Hand of God is 
viſibly and heavily upon all our Idols; when every 
Refuge and Relief deſerts us, and moſt ſhamefully 
defeats our Hopes therefrom, and our Reſorts 
thereto ; no Sanctuary then like God, and no Way 
to him by Chriſt, but Holineſs and Righteouſneſe. 
Every thing then moſt ſenſibly deceives and fails, 
and leaves us under Sad Convictions and Experimen- 
til Demonſtrations of its Vanity, fetch'd from the 
very Anguiſn and Diſtreſs of Heart; ſet Policy up- 
on the Wreck, and call in Machiavilian Helps; 
alas! Corrected Children find their Heads too weak 
and ſhallow to contrive or compaſs their Redreſſes. 
Sill in for help the greateſt Potentates with all 
their Hoſts and Forces: Omnipotence ſcorns their 
reſcuing of thoſe he takes under his Strokes, from 
what he lays upon em, God ſtrikes his Sharp and 
| b . Bearded 
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Bearded Hooks and Arrows in, and where is the 
Arm or Hand that can pluck em out again? Tis 
not the well tun d Inſtrument, nor skilfal Minſtrel, 
nor vaſt Retinue, nor ſumptuous Fare, nor valt 
Poſſeſſion, nor amorous Embraces, nor the ſingular 
Accompliſhments and Accommodations of the out- 


ward Man, that can eaſe or ſatisfie that Heart 
which God reſolves and undertakes to trouble. 


There is nothing elſe but Vanity and Vexation in 
Front and Bowels of every pretending Help and 
Refuge. When therefore every Prop breaks under 
us, and every Cup is fill'd up to the Brim with 
Gall and Wormwood; when every Pretence to Sa- 
tisfaction and Relief periſhes in its Youthful Morn- 
ing Bluſh ; and when all that we can repair to diſ- 
claims all Poſſibility and Capacity of helping us, 
then, Help, Lord, is our Cry. Hoſanna in the higheſt, 
and nothing elſe will do. Then nothing but ſcrious 
and conſtant Holineſs and Righteouſneſs, can, we 
think, beſtead us. Now God and Godlinels, or elſe 
we periſh, The failing of our Fleſh and Hearts, and 
of every thing about us, calls moſt impetuouſly 
and irrefiſtibly for a Surſum Corda. For the Foun- 
dation of our Hope and Help are out of Courſe, 
and what can ſtartled Creatures do, but become 


; praQtically Friends to Holineſs, and make ſure of 


God, that he may be our Friend and Portion ? And 
when we are fetch'd by Rods to him, he purges us 


for Fruits of Righteouſneſs, and fiiis us for his Peace 


and Glory, = 


3. As they commend all that we do for God, and 


baniſh ſiniſter Deſigns and mean Attempts, 1 Pex, 
1, 6, 7. For they neceſſitate pure Aims, and render 
Holy Actions Great and Generous, and make the 
very Spirit of God and Glory reſt upon us, 1 Pet. 4, 


14,17. Tis then we muſt do all or nothing, 
when every Holy Attion and Attempt is made an 


Aft of Martyrdom, There is now leſs danger than 
0 at 


Conſidered and Applied. 329 


og S Mons, rr n r [EST..-,—.c -- 2 4* 


a. HEBREWS xii. 11. 


7 * 8 475 6 led 


at other times of finiſter Principles and Refpeas, 
when he that departeth from Iniquity muſt make 
himfelf a Prey. There is no aſcending to this Burn- 
ing Mount with Flocks and Herds. No hopes of 
being Great or Safe in this World by our practical 
Devotedneſs to God. Foxes have boles, — ht 
what can Feſus call his own? Now ye that have 
followd me in this Regeneration, muſt look for 
Thrones at the laſt Day. Now he that will be faith- 
ful muſt part with all, and ſo he ſows unto his 
Hundredfold Advantage ; and as he is here the Scorn 
of Fools, fo will he be hereafter moſt remark- 
able with his Glorious Crown 'of Martyrdom on his 
Head. Thoſe are the worthieſt Exploits that 
are effected and ſucceeded with the greateſt 
Coſt and Hazard. He that will act for God in 
Scorms, muſt of neceſſity renounce the World and 
Fleih, which made the Sacred Writers fix the Teſt 
of ſound and ſerious Chriſtianity and Heart-deep 
Godlinefs, in owning and adhering to thoſe parti- 
cular Articles of Faith and Converſation, which 
were moſt Perſecuted in their Days. That God 
and Courſe are valued indeed, which we adhere to 
in the Face of Danger and Diſtreſs, and whom to 
own, is of neceflity in clear Proſpect to caſt all a- 
way, Alles 20. 24. and 24. 14,—16. Phil. 3. 7.— 
10. And well may the Recompence be call'd the 
peaceable Fruit of Righteouſneſs, in that it is the 
Daughter and Production of the ſharpeſt Wars. We 
Fight with Beaſts at Epheſus, and hate Domeſtical 
aud near Relations; ſell all to Act for God, and 


fight our Paſſage to the Crown before us, whilſt e- 


very Step we take towards God, with God, and for 
Dim, is in the greateſt Jeopardy of Lives and For- 
tunes. Oh! What fo comfortable in Reviews, as 
to have ſuch great Heroiciſms to reflect upon? 2 Tim. 
4. 6,—8. And what fo Glorious and Lovely in 
God's Account, as to behold at what a rate we _ 
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s, and ſerv'd him? Ger. 17. 1. Thus doth God pro- 
re vidently. Help us by our fharpeſt Trials to ſerve 
N- him to the belt e for his Intereſt and our 
of on Good. Theſe Chaſthittgs afe. as Divine Over- 
al ſhadowings of our Graces to fetch em to Life a- 
ut gain, to make em gloriouſly growthful by difficult 
Ve and coſtly Exercifes, to give them Vent. and Scope 
or | to ſhew and Fglorifte themſelves, and ſo to fit us 
h- for an Entrance more àbundantly into the Ever- 
is laſting Kingdom, and to comfort us on the Way 
n with the beſt Hopes and cleateſt Evidences. 

* 1. Infer. It is fit that God be juſtified, and not 
ts cenſured by us, when he Chaſtens us, Neh. 9. 33. 
at For 'Gdd (you ſee) far better under ſtands our In- 
ſt ! teteſt, and his own Methods and Deſigns, than we 
in our ſelves do. And therefore we are no Compc- 
a kent Judges of the Tracts and Diſcipline of Pro- 
ſt vidence, God teaches us to Soy in Tears, that we 
p might Reap in Joys; and we cenſoriouſly quarrel 
[= with him, às if he mate us throw that Seed away 
h which he commands us to diſperſe in Hope. God, 
d he trains us up, uhder his wiſe and ſaving Diſci- 
0 pline, for pinkelt, Thicke might render vs expert 
0 by Exerciſe, and fruitful by ſuch Cultivation, and 
- ichn by all the Expences which be puts us to. And 
bs muſt we murmur, and exerciſe an evil Eye, becauſe | 
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0 our Heavenly Father is ſo providently good to us? / 
© | How many things have we to filence us, and to con- 


ſtrain us to ſpeak and think well of God, when he 
corrects us? As, 1. It is God that ſtrikes us, Pſal. 
39. 9. Thar God, whoſe our Breath is, and whoſe 
are all our Ways. And he that made the Eye, ſhall 
he not correct without Impeachment and Controul ? 
Hie that is wiſe enough to make the [Univerſe and us 
and to give Laws and Methods to all Things and 
"Motions; is not he wife enough to Know the meet- 
eſt Inſtruments, Times 'and Meaſures of Correction. 
He tar Hath made the Clay, hath not he Power — 
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uſe it as he pleaſeth? He that is irreſiſtible in his 
Power, unſearchable in his Wiſdom, unerring in 
his Counſels, inviolable in his Faithfulneſs, and fo 


hearty in the Expreſſions and Exhibitions of his 
Love, muſt be be queſtion'd and arraign'd for what 
he doth upon, or with us, if not according to our 
Humours? 2, He tells us he defigns our Good, and 


that what we feel, we cannot ſpare, Rom. 8. 28. 


And muſt his Faithfulneſs be thought to fail, or 
his Truth and Wiſdom be ſuſpected, and he himſelf 
arraign'd at our Tribunals, becauſe we go not unre- 
buked to his Eternal Glory. Who fo fit as he to 
know what our Recovery requires, and what may 
beft ſubſerve our Good? 3. Whatever we feel is on- 
ly for the preſent grievous, 2 Cor. 4. 17. What if 


a little time be ſpent in Sorrow, the end ti come. 


We bear the bitter Portion, the ſearching Prey, the 
biting Rods of Earthly Parents, becauſe we know 
they will not always laſt; and why not God's ? 
g. Yet after comes the joyful and inriching Harveſt, 
P/al. 30. 5. And are we grown ſo delicate and di- 
ſtruſt ful, as that we cannot Sow in Hope, becauſe 


the Seafon is Foul and Stormy ? Nor clear God, where- 


in he Acts as a Friend? 
2. Infer. Times of CorreQions are times for Bu- 
ſineſs, not for Idleneſs, P/al. 77. 5, — 12. It is our 


Sꝛed-time for a Joyful Harveſt. Tis not the feeling, 


but the improvement of the Rod, that turns to our 
Advantage at the laſt. Afflictions, they have their 


different Iſſues, according to the different Tempers 


and Deportments of thoſe that feel em. Abhaz, he 
rreſpaſs'd more and more in his Affliction, whilſt 


Chrift and David learnt Obedience thereby. The 


Rod makes ſome to multiply and increaſe Revolts, 


whilſt others are reduced by Chaſtnings to all Sub- 
miſſions and Obedience. Thoſe that are Exercis'd 


thereby, only get Benefit therefrom. All muſt be 
pow at Work; there js ſomething more than Weep- 
ä | | ing 
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ing and Complaining now expected, Lam. 3. 39, 
40. The Mind muſt have its Exerciſe, and well ob- 
ſerve both what it feels, and why, For now the 
Cauſe and Caſe, the Tendency and Events of Rods 
muſt be Confider'd, and Parallel Caſes and Diſpenſa- 
tions Recorded in the Sacred Hiſtories of Provi- 
dence, muſt be inquired after for Pertinent and Ex- 
pedient Applications to all the Important Purpoſes 


of our preſent Day. You muſt look backward to 


ſee what you have neglected or miſ-ſpent, and whar 
Affront you have offer d God in Heart or Life; 
what you have done; and how; and why. You 
muſt look intard to ſee the preſent Furniture, State 
and Temper of your Spirit ; what Graces are Im- 
planted; to what degree they are Improved; what 
preſent Buſineſs and Imployments they are Called 
to; and what peculiar Difficulties and Aſſaults they 
are to Conflict with; what Sin remain Unpardon'd 
and Unmortified in you; and wherein they are 
moſt likely to Endanger and Incumber you; and 
what your Spirits are prepar'd to Reſign, Endure 
and Do; and what by way of Motive and Induce- 
ment is like to have the ſtrongeſt and moſt prevail- 
ing Influence on you. You muſt look forward, to 
2 — that Reſidue of Temptations, Endeavours 
and Attainments, which abides before you. And 
round about you, to obſerve how accurately and ex- 
actly God's Characters and Accounts of Things and 
Per ſons anſwer your ſenſible Experiences of them. 
And before you, even as far as Death and Judgment, 
Heaven and Hell. The Name and Providence of God, 
the Un&ion, Grace and Truſt of Chriſt, and all thoſe 
Glorious Attributions which are made to him in 
I/a. 9. 6. The Precepts, Promiſes and Paterns of 
the Goſpel, theſe all muſt exerciſe your Thoughts 
with reference to preſent Uſefulneſs. Your Hears 
muſt now be kept to Work, and regular muſt the 
Choice, the Purpoſes and Temper of your * 


be. And now a Patient, Careful, Fruitful Life, muſt 


be your conſtant Care and Labour. What Careful - 
neſs, Clearing and Approving of your ſelves, In- 
dignation, Fear, vehement Deſires, Zeal, Revenge, 
muſt now be manifeſt } What Faith, Hope, Patience, 
Watchfulneſs, Boldneſs, Humility, Self-denial, Pru- 
dence and Magnanimity | And what Blameleſneſs 
and Inoffenſiveneſs mult your Corrections exerciſe, 
and keep you to ! Thus only will you be the Exer- 
ciſed ones, to whom this peaceable Fruit of Righte- 
ouſneſs muſt be yielded ; and thus you will abound 
in Hope and Fruit, whatever you endure, 
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_ _ Heb. 12. 12, 13. 
e lift 30 the Hand LW hic h 1 g down, 
4 


aud the feeble Knees. Ver. 13. Aud make 


ftraight Paths for your Feet, leſt that which 
is Lame be turned out of the May; but let 
it rather be Hededs © © 
T HIS Paſſage now begins the Application and 
1 Improvement of what had Doctrinally been 
inſiſted on before. The general Charge was, To run 
the Race with Patience, eying the Patron and Ex- 
emplar of our Chriſtian Courſe, ver. 1,3. The Cau- 
tion was to avoid thoſe Two pernicious Extreams, 
of Deſpiſing and D:ſpondin » Succumbency or Faint. 
ing. Ver. 5. And this laſf Extream was antidote 
wich a $:xfo/d Argument or Motive, Our, 1. Being 
* ” 95 1 hildren, 
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then, 2. The Grounds or Reafons of the Echorta- 


Conſidered. and. Applied. 33s 
Children, and ſpoken: to as ſuch. - 2. Our being Be. 
loved, tho and when Chaſtned. 3. Our being dealt 
withal as Children, when Corrected, as bearing 
what no Child can be without, and what would 
therefore ſpeak us Baſtards to eſcape. 4. Our ſelves 
being Children to the Father of Spirits, have far 
more Cauſe to be in Sybjection unto him, than to 
thoſe Fleſhly Parents, whom we have Reverenced, 
tho and when Corrected by them. 5. God's mer- 
ciful Deſign upon us in all we feel. 6. The Glo- 
rious Harveſt which our Weeping Seed-time yields 
to exerciſed Souls. e | 
And now I have a double reaſon to juſtifie the 
Alteration - of my Purpoſe, to deſiſt from farther 
Proſecutions of this Charge and Topic. 1. Thar 
my Text is the expreſs Improvement of all the 
former Verſes, and the expreſs Advice and Charge 
of the Spirit of God. 2. That 1 my ſelf am under 
Diſcipline, and one immediately called from the 
Doctrine to the Practice of my Text. 3. What I 
am now to teach my ſelf, cannot be Uſeleſs or Im- 
pertinent to any, ſeeing all either have, or may ex- 
pect the like Exerciſes or Trials much beyond em. 
Ia the Text therefore obſerve, 1. The- Thiagr 
exhorted to. 1. The Lifting up. 2. Making 
ſtraight Paths. 3. Healing what is Lame. And 


tion; and they are inſinuated in this Word {Where- 
fore} and aſſerted in the foregoing Verſes, and may 
be ſumm'd up in theſe few Words. Seeing ſuck 
a Father owns, and loves, and nſes you as the 
Father of your Spirits, and that his Chaſtnings 
come from Love, are managed in Wiſdom, and 
* directed to your great Advantage. That, 1. You 
might be Partakers of his Holineſs, and reap the 
peaceable Fruits of Righteouſneſs, and live for ever, 
and to purpoſe, therefore lift up. 2. The 
End of the Exhortation is Inoffenſiveneſs, Exem- 

o pPlarineſ, 


* 
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Plarineſs, and due Regard unto: your own and others 1 2 
Welfare. So tbat the Advice is Genuine and Per- Hor 
tinent, the Groundt are Great and Strong, and the N Suc 

End is Meet and Juſt. N whe 
Doc. We ihould Incourage and Ingage our ſelves Il fes- 
and others to Chearfulneſs and Diligence under the [ne 
Trials which befal us, in juſt regard to both our 
ſelves and others, ſeeing we have ſuch Cordials and apf 
Supports to keep our —_— and Spirits up, /a. cum 
35. 3, 4. Rom. 5. 2,.—5. ſee that God hath N stre 
given us great things upon Record, to incourage fili. 
Exemplary Faithfulneſs, Confidence and Courage in ¶ our 
the forcgoing Verſes; and our Field is here ſo large, gro 
as that a few Diſcourſes will not comprehend the MHn 
whole Survey. And tho' this [ wherefore] ſeems at Nu c. 
the firſt ſight to relate to all that went before, yet Wiitor 
can I not but think (tho' with: Submiſſion) 'it pri- Hand 
marily relates to the foregoing Verſe. And thus Wwhai 
the Senſe is this, That, Seeing our greateſt Trials Nef 
bring in ſo good and rich à Har veſt, neither De- Iſue 
© ſpor:dency, nor Scandal, nor Apoſtacy, ought to be Nhat 
© admitted by us, but that we ſhould. be chearful, Ibe [ 
© regular and conſtant in the whole Courſe before Ngrou 
© us. Aud this will be beſt illuſtrated and proved by Equifi 
the Solution of theſe Queries. 5 
Quer. 1. What is here intended by Lifiine Hane 
p the Hands that bang down, and tbe feeble 
— . 5: „ vl fon 5 
1. The mentioning of Hande and Knees, doth 
tacitly allude to thoſe Olimpic Exerciſes of Wreſt- 
ling, Fighting and Running, 1 Cor. 9. 26. Eph. 6. 
12. Now we know the Hand is the great Inſtru- 
ment of Execution, the Knee of Motion. By the 
one we hold the Weapon, give the Stroke, put by 
the Blows of Enemies, and ſeize them, and detain 
them, preſerve our ſelves, and take the Prize when 
due, and given us; and by the other we move our Bo- 
dies as the Matter ſhall require. 4 0 
3 ? N . 2. C 


2. The Hand hangs down, when weak or tired, 
or when diſ- ſpirited thro”: hopeleſneſs of Conqueſt or 
ducceſs; and the Kzee grows weak and languid, 
when uufit to bear the Body, and to ſerve the Purpo- 
ſes and Exigencies of ditficult, but needfal, Motions, 
[reganavidle, Tü, © © we 

3. But the thing here intended by this Me- 
tphor or  Allufion, is, That Wearineſs or $ic+ 
cumbency of Heart and Mind, and Spiritual 
Strength, whereby we are brought to ſtumbling, or 
filling in or from our Exerciſe and Courſe. When 
our Hopes and Courage fail, and ſo our Spirits 
grow.. alienated from our Chriſtian Courſe, then 
Hands hang down. When we dare not, or love not 
to contend for Holineſs and Glory with all Compe- 
titors and Oppoſers, or when we grow out of Heart 


and Breath, and ſhew our ſelves ready to Submit to 


what we ſhould Sabdue, or Compound with what 
we ſhould R ject, or Fly from what we ſhould: Pups 
ſue, or Quit what we are to Hold, or Give up 
what we ſhould Secure, or Trifle when we ſhould 
be Diligent, then our Hands hang down; and Kneeg 
grow feeble, Or, if we Linger when Haſte is res 
. or Stop when Progrels is ſo needful, or be 
aunted when and where Spirit is required, then 
Hands and Knees are ſaid to fail. 

4. This Lifting up theſe Hands and Knees im- 
ports, affording them their needful Succours and 
dupports. The Greek is, dye dag] and the He- 
brew Word, to which it anſwers, is, u, I/a, 
35. 3. which is to Corroborate or Con firm. And the 
Greek Word imports, Corrigere, erigere, excitare, 
inſtaurars, ( in meliorem ſtatum reducers, licei 
vtruenda. And thus the Sence comes to this, as 
5. Take: Heart and Hope unto your ſelves, and 
tir up one another to carry your ſelves Magnanie - 
nouſly and Bravely, and at the rate of thoſe Iacot 
agements and Supports 9 God affords you, 3 
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be no longer. moved by what you feel or fear; but 
t the Comforts of yonr Chriſt ian State and Hope 
Inyigorate your. Holineſs: and Courage, and greatly 
Preponderate againſt your Fears and Frials. Bear 
up againſt Diſcouragements, fortifie Reſolutions a- 
gainſt the ſeeming Improbabilitios of Succeſs; thre? 
multiply d and urgent Drm̃culties, hich lock ſo 
Mauntainaus and Bold: upon you and let not pre- 
ſent Fears or Sorrows/ ſuppreſs thoſe nobler Hopes 
and Joys, which you may conſtantly relieve and ri- 
pen by all. theſe forementiened Conſiderations: which 

grow vpon your Chriſtian Efiaom 
Quer. 2. What muſt we: underſtand by Making 
1, The Word here rendred | Path, is, Lexi] 
properly Veſtigium, vel impreſſia rote: Currus, Or 
fa + But here it may import as weil, Semite pe- 
aum, which is called. Right, as ia a Right Line di- 

recłed to its Term and Scope. Aare 
2. As to the, ing intended here; he that makes 
Hratgpt Paths: for his Fret, is one that, 1. Takes 
the beſt Accounts of his determined Race, and minds, 
and clearly ſees all Rules of Motion. 2. That runs 
diretily onward; neither Swerving nor Deliſting, 
But, 23. Studioully avoiding all that may Scanda- 
Ilize himſelf or others. Now if vou do but mind 
tho peculiar Circumſtances of this Text, and of thoſe 
Ferſogs whom it firſt and moſt reſpected, you may 
eafly diſcern that, I. Juuai ſn was a mighty Snare 
ard Staudul, Gal. 2. 11,— 14. and 5. 13. Skin- 
decp Profeſſors ot the Goſhel were for ſhifting and 
compounding. Chriſt and Moſes, Phil. 3. 2, 18, 19. 
and they were ready: to turn both DoEtines and In- 
ſtiti tions- i A Ferworſh Mould, 2 Cor. 11. 3, 4 
Thos the Lord's Supper was judg'd and made 4 
Paſchaliſing. And then, 2. Proteſſors did more eaſily 
ſtuinble Here, becauſe of the Scandal of the Croſs ; 
and Judaiſin grew move common and 2 


ſortfe revolted to Zudaiſm, or grew meer 1 
iſciples after em, and perverted. 


Y 
* 


who kept their e ſer , 
cuted, So that now o make flraight Paths, was 


but to Know afid Keep their Ground, 2 Pet. 3. 
1.1 pads | 3 ” 
er. 3. What was that Evil which hereby 


was ſo carefully to be 7 ? Or, what was 
the Principal Deſign and End of this ſo ferious Exe 
hortation ? „„ $26 5 
1. That the Lame might not be turn d out of the 
Way, And here by Lame is meant, either one, 
1. Shrunk in his Sinews. Or, 2. One quite Tired 
in his Spirits. One Fault ring either in his Dori. 
nal Perſtodſions of the Principles of the Goſpel , 
and thus their Faith was overthrown or weakened, 
2 Tim. 2. 18. or elſe cooling in his Affecliont to the 
Goſpel, and looſened in his Reſolutions to adherg 
thereto, thro' Carnal Circumſtances, and Reſpetts , 
and thus their Love grew. cold, Mar, 24. 12. and 
2 Theſſ. 2. 10. Now Faith and Love are the TWwẽ d 
Maſter-Sinews of Perſevering Chriſtianity, 2 Tim. 1. 
13. What dangerous Influences muſt needs be darted 
from the Compliances, Declenſions or Deſponden- 
dies of ſuch as keep not true to Chriſtianity ! They 
which before thro' the Infirmities of the Fleſh; or 
the. ſeyerer Preſſures of Temptations, began to Halt, 
it grow exceeding Lame when they behold ſach 
nger to begin to Trip, or to Fall downs 


6 are. ff fo 

lg | 10 none ſhould fall through us. 
. 2. 

lardned 


at they which turn aſide, might not bo 
in their Prejudices againſt the Chriſtian 
: 2 2 Gauſe - 


* 
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Cauſe and Courſe, nor in their Apoſtacies there- 
from: And very largely are we fortified and cau- 
tioned herefrom in 1 Cor. 8. 6, — 12. And a great 
Woe was ſolemnly denounced againſt the - guilty 
Scribes and Phariſees in this Matter, Mat. 23. 15, 
Now no way can be more likely to reconcile Re- 
volters to the forſaken Way and Courſe of Chri- 
ſtianity, and ſo to heal their Wandrings and Per. 
verſions, than to preſent our Chriſtianity in its 
genuine Life and Luſtre. dk” 
Quer. 4. What are thoſe Arguments, and 
where, that are inſinuated in this Paſſage Where- 

ore + Me io 
£ 1. The Inoffenſiveneſs of our Heavenly Father, 
who is no Enemy, but a Friend to all that is here 
injoin d. He calls us Oildren, he receives and loves 
us. And ſo there is nothing in his, Heart or Na- 
ture that can diſtaſte or ſcandalize vs, Fam. 1. 13, 
17. For the Lord will not caſt off for ever; for 
 tho' he cauſe Grief, he will compaſſionate his Chil- 
dren according to the multitude of his Mercy, for 
he doth not offlitt willingly, Lam. 3. 31,-—34. And 
it is a very bad requital of ſuch a Father's Love to 
droop, or fly, or weaken the Hands of others. 
2. The Nature of his Chaſtnings, and their Con- 
ſiſtence with his Love, and their Expreſſiveneſs there- 
of, Rev. 3. 19. Ezek. 20. 37. If God Chaſtnedſh 
us in Love, and to render us more amiable in his} 
on Eyes, what is it that can fink vs, or make us 
| Trandalovs to thoſe to whom we ſhould repreſent 
our kindlieſt Sentiments of his Love to them and 
3. The Great and Bleſſed Scope and Iſſues of theſHa 
worſt things our Heavenly Father lays upon us, Heb 
12. 10, 11. Rom. 5. 2, —5. Fam. 1. 2,4. We 
Sow in Tears to Reap in Joy; and Bear the Rod tc 
Benefit our ſelves and others. Why then ſhould we 
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be Sad or Scandalous ? 
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C(unſedered and Applied. 341 
Infer. 1. What then can countenance the Failures 
nd Dejectedneſs of Children? P/a/. 43. 5. Doth it 
not more reſemble the Sullenneſs ot a Fool or Ba- 
tard, than the Towardlineſs and Temper of a Child, 
to hang the Head down always like a Bulruſh, and 
never or rarely. intimate and expreſs the happy 
ate of Children? Have we the God of Conſolati- 
ons to our Father, and ſhall we always look as if we 
liked him not? Is it þzs Honour, or our Praiſe, to 
tel] the World that he, who ſtands ſo near to God, 
nuſt bid farewel to Joys? Nothing but Tears, and 
Groans, and Jealouſies, and ſtrong Propenſions to be 
gone from God, when as it is effential and exceeding 
ſoy, Whereto we are related, Pſal. 43. 4 Is Chear- 
fulneſs no conſtituent part of our Divine derived 
Principles and Nature? A j-yful Name, Relation, 
State, Covenant and Conduct, and yet no Pleaſure 
hew'd in Chriſtianity ? There is nothing bad in God- 
neſs at the worſt, and nothing good or truly pleaſant 
it the beſt, when it is torn from God, and turns our 
Al, Who can fall out with God or Godlineſs, or 
walk as diſcontented with his Courſe and Croſs, that 
as but in the Power of an. unbiaſs'd and retir'd 
Mind? Nothing ſhould check our Motions, nor 
ramp our Hopes and Joys, nor make us tire in the 
ace, ſeeing God is our Father, and in thy dear and 
Miear Relation the Trheritance muſt needs be great. 
And all h's Chaſtnings have no other Spring, but 
love; no Exercife, but by the Conduct of faithful 
Wiſdom ; no prevalent Deſign, but Profit; and no 
Reſults and Iſſues, but this gainful and delightful 
Filarveſt; in all our Troubles we bear but what we 
need, not what we have deſerved, What if God 
inch vs in thoſe things we idolize, and rend our 
dares in ſander? Jonathan dies, and David mourns; 
MW jacob diverts his Thoughts from ail his Children; 
ſrael ſerves in Egypt, and bears long Servicude and 
Neproach in Canaan; and Job IDokS diſmally 
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the Dunghil; but had they thonght imtentiy and a. 
right on God, their Joys had quite formats the 
Sorrows. Is it not ſufficient to bear up Hands, and 
ſtrengthen Knees, that all is at work for Goad ? God, 
Rods and Duty, and all your hitter Herbs and Exer- 
ciſes, do ſtill prepare you for thoſe Joys which 
otherwiſe could not well be reliſh'd or ohtain d. 
The Kindneſs of a Father, the Uſefulneſs and Beye- 
fits of a Rod, the Safety of a Child, the Pleaſure 9 
Experiences, the Honour of a Trial well reſulted, the 
Conduct of Providence, the Security of a T 
the Cluſters from Eſftcol and the Proſpect of Canaan, 
and the Wonders of a Wilderneſs, Oh ! what a con- 
ſtant Feaſt is here, for Duties, Hopes, for Jays and 
Graces! And what mighty Pillars for us to lean 
upon, v hen all our Griefs and Enemies, like Philiſtinei, 
are about us, or upon us! If God be in the Wilder- 
neſs, Mount or Whirlwind, upon the Seas, or any 
where, where can our Joys maintain an equal Tenor, 
but with him? e Ts 5 
er. 2. Oh what a Friend is God to Joyfulneſs in 
Sufferings and Service! Phil. 4. 4. Cal. 1. 10.—13. 
God gives us Matter of exceeding Joy, and a Charge 
to ſpend our Days and Strength in holy Pleaſure, 
and makes great Promiſes to thoſe. that do fo, P/al. 
37. 4+ Keep you but true to God and Chriſt, ard 
there is nothing that you are call'd to endure, re- 
ſign or fear, can any way damp the Pleaſures of your 
7715 Minds. Talk not of Breaches in your Families, 


f Provocations from your Children, of Croſneſs or 
der fidiouſneſs in Relations or Acquaintance, of crazy 
Bodies, plunder d Goods, proſperous Enemies, de- 
feated Hopes, deſperate Hazards, dangerous Times, 


Heaven before you, and whilſt all things are for you; 
Hands that hang down, and feeble 


hs Countenance and Commiſſion to rejoice, nor is tie , 
ever pleaſed ſo much as with Joyful Suſferiugs and 
Gervices. 2. Your Work and preſent State r<quire 
ir, This ſupples Idiats, and dils the Wiggle, I is 
this commends and glorifies ybur "Buftneſs 
Truſt and Sonſhip. Kings, Sons, and Heits of 
fach a Kingdom, under ſuch Conduct and Pro- 
tection, and Candidates of ſuch a Royal State, 
and act as if yon had neither Life nor 
Sonl within yon! Make flraight Paths for your 
Feet: Mind what is detore and for yu (and lade 
beyond both Sea and Wildern+is Tf tix Nlcunt 
of Faith and Hope. Every Taite ol Siferings, and 
AR of Service, makes the leſs ſtill behind. Yau 
have no Manna in the Wilderneſs, nor Water there, 
but thoſe Retreſhments which the Toys of Holle 
Faith and Hope diſtil upon you. Nothing is 197 0 
Jarly borne and done till you delight in Sod, ha 
do all joyfully. Sharpen your Souls and Faces hete, and 
et not ans thing diſcourage or deject you, ſeeing Sd 
gives ſuch liberal Fuel and Supports to Joys and Con- 
rage. Never be ſcandaliz d at that Croſs Aj Service 
which ferve your Intereſt and Renown fo Matty, 
Gal. 6. 14,—17. Heb. 11. 26. For you may maße 
the Croſs and Services of your preſent State 1 
to be the Foretaſte and | Etet nal 


furance of your 
Toys and Strength. And ſee that you, make Tight 
Paths both for our own ſakes, amd the ſakes of o 
thers. For, 3. No Way ſo likely to reclaim and 
heal the Lame, and thoſe that are turn d. pie, 520k 

Phil. 1. 14. Many are like to take the © ee of 
your State and Cortſe from you, Marth. Nee 

they behold Deſpondencies, Diſorders aud Revolt 
in you, and that yon ſerve the Lord nnevenly, 10 


in Heavineſs, their Lamenefs and Apoftäjes III 
terribly increaſe upon them, and they will still dit- 
gult Religion, and the Croſs, thro" you. Did we bat 
keep up Life and Joy as God would have vs, Chri- 
Rianity wopld have more Friends, and better Credit. 
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Fella, Peace with Al Men, and Holineſs z with- 
out which no Man ſhall ſee the Lord, 


* . 


1 Words are the Enforcement of the former 
1 Verſe, in the latter Part whereof the Preven- 
tion of Scandal to others is enjoin'd to us. 1. There 
muſt be a reviving of Alacrity and Courage, not- 
withſtanding the Croſs, in our ſelves and others, 
and in our ſelves for the ſake of others. 2. And 
there muſt be a prudent and faithful Regulation of 
Life, leſt others be ſcandalized by and at our Diſ- 
orders. We muſt be patient, chearful and bold, -leſt 
others be diſcourag'd by our. Deſpondencies. - And 
we muſt be orderly and conſtant in our Chriſtian 
Converſation, leſt thro*' our Declenſions and Miſde- 
portments others be turn'd from the Holy Com- 
mands and Practical Improvements of the Goſpel, 
For ſeeing we are imperfect, and have thoſe to ob- 
ſerve us which are but lame, and apt to turn aſide, we 
are concerned in the Preſervation of thoſe who are 
not yet ſtarted aſide, but too much prepared and 
prone to do it; and {or the Reduction of thoſe who 
are revolted or borne down thro' Weakneſs and 
Fears: When therefore we are exerciſed under and 
by the Croſs, we are moſt in danger of, 1. Being 
turbulent and peeviſh in our Spirits and Carri- 
ages; and of haying too keen and quick Reſent- 
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ments of the Injuries which our Ferſecutors offer vs, 


and hence we are charg d to follow Peace with all 
Men. Or, 2. Of growing weary of our Service 
and Obedience to God; and fo. of ſinful Compli- 
ances with his Enemies and ours, for the obtaining 
of Eaſe and Safety to our Carnal ſelves. And 
thus we are chargd to follow [olineſs, If we 
be turbulent and fretful, we ſhame and miſrepre- 
ſent the Spirit of Religion, Jam. 3. 16, 17. and 
enrage our Enemies by all thoſe Occaſions and 


Grounds we give them to trouble us. And if we 


comply with them ſinfully, and for ſake the Practice 
of Holineſs, we embolden them to Sin. - So that we 
may ſee, that, 1. Some Peace with all ovght to be 
roſecuted 3 and that, 2. Some Peace is impoſhble, 
cauſe ſintul. 3. Tnat we mult be true to God, 


as well as kind to Men. And, 4. That there muſt 


be Service as well as Sefferin gs, to render us 
capable of ſeeing God. For theſe divided or neg- 
lected, diſhonour God, damn our ſelves, and hurt 
the Souls of both the Wicked and Weak, _ 
Dor. Peace with all Men muſt be followed even 
by ſuffering Chriſtians, and Holineſs ; ſeeing without 


this no Man ſhall ſee the Lord, Rom. 14. 179,—19. 


Depart from Evil, and do Good; ſeck Peace, and 
purſue it, Pſal. 34. 14. But, Wo 75 me (lays David) 


| that I ſojourn in Meſech, (the Son of Faphet, Gen. 


10. 2.) that I dwell in the Tents of Kedar, (the Son 
of Iſhmacl, Gen. 25. 13.) My Soul hath long dwelt 
with him that hates Peace. I om for Peace; but 
when I ſpeak, they are for War, Pſi, 120. 5,—7. 
As for a general Explication, and more fignificant 
and noble Inſtances of this great Charge, we can» 

not have them any where more fully than in Rox. 
12.-9,-23. Let Love be without Diſſimulation, 
(there is the Root of all; for Love to God is the 
Root and Heart of Holineſs 5 and Love to Man the 
Root of Peace, Mat. 22. 37,4041 Cor. 13. 477) F 


5 
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Ibo that which id evil, and cleave to mbat 56: pood, 

Be kindly affectioned one to another with brother] 
Love, in Honour preferring one another. Nor floth. 
l in Buſineſs ; fervent in Spirit, ſerving the Lord 
— is Holine ſs) rejoicing in Hope, pati 


jent in Tri- 

lation, inſtant in Prayer, (here is lifting up Hands, 
&c.) bleſs them which perſecute yau; bleſs, and curſe 
not; rejoice with them that rejoice, and weep with 
them that weep, be 4 the ſame Mind one towards 
another; mind not high things, but condeſcend to Men 
of low Eſtate; be not wiſe in your own Conceitt; re- 


ence to no Man Evil for Evil; provide things 


honeft in the Sight of all Men; avenge not your 
ſelves, but rather give place to Wrath. If thine-Ene- 


my hunger, give——be not overcome of Evi. 


(here is making ftraight Paths for your Feet). If it 

be poſſible, as 240 as in you lyes, e peaceabl) FA 

all Men, render to all their Dues, and love thy Neigh- 
bour as thy ſelf, Rom. 13. 7, — 10. No * 
can juſtiſie Diſturbances in our Pafſions, nor the Ha- 

tred of our Enemies. Nor muſt we be {© tender of 

our ſelves, as to inflame our Hearts with Rage a- 

rom thoſe Inſtruments, who preſs ſo hard npon the 
nt 


ereft of our Cirnal ſelves. Nor 3 loſe 


his Right, becauſe we are in Storms. They that 
cry*d out for Fire from Heaven, were too much 
unacquainted with themſelves. The juſt and equal 


and the Pleaſure of Harmony and Order muſt not 
be refignd nor violated, whatever ſhall attempt 
inrading them. Duty is Duty, be the Weather 
calm or ſtormy. We muſt poſſeſs our God and 
Souls in Holineſs, Peace and Patience, and charm 
our Enemies by the Purity and Sweetneſs of our 
Lives and Spirits into all Reconciledneſs to God and 


Queer. 1. What is this Peace? And how far to be 
follow d with all Men? © = 
nn; OY 2 1. The 


Temperament of ſerene Wills muſt be preſerved, 
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60 gone and knit Fogetber, and ſo make ſeveral 


Oge. And hence, 

2. Peace, (as to the Thing) is the ien and 
Pleaſure of Order and Hermony, as it relates to So- 
cieties (and as to every Mamber of it, it is the Com- 
fort and Delight which each orany one takes in its 
Internal Harmony.) 

3. The Peace here anodes, is our Aceord inn 


others, as far as in us lyes; and our being twiſted 


with em in the Spirit and Bonds of Friendſhip, 
with all Obligingneſs af Behaviour towards em, 


do teſtiße the — Serenity and Candour ol | 


our Spirits towards them. 

4. The Perſons with whom we are to follow N80 
are ſuch as are, 1. Within, and ſo of the ſame Chri- 
ftian Hope and Body with our ſelves, 2 Tim. 2. 22. 
28 apy, weak. 2. Thoſe that are without, | 


Phil. 4. 5; ff. F. IB. 


J. The Bonds and Ligaments of Peace, (of which 


we read in Eph, 4. 3.) are eicher Suitableneſs of, 
1. Principles. Or, 2. . 3. Intereſts. 4. Aﬀe- 
Qions. 5. Agians. 6. Delignsand Ends. Henee, 

6. The Terms and Tenor of this Peace are either 
Good or Evil; and both theſe either intrinſecally, 


or accidentally ſuch; and the latter are either Tole- 


3 or intolerable, as to their Accidents and Ef- 
ets, 

7. Accordingly our endeayauring Peace, or tol- 
lowing it, includes CM] a Purſuit hereof, as of 
ſomething difficult to overſake and keep, ſo that Peace 
with all muſt, 1. Be deſigned. 2. The Way to 
it purſued, And, 3. All Diligence and 9 

ed to get it. 4. And Rofotution fixed and kej 
overtake and preferve it, ' tho? at the c liek 
2 comfiftent with our true Chriſtian, Intereſt 

Duty, and conducing thereuaco. The provi- 


_ Eye, the forvent. Heart, the active Hand, muſt 


all be engage d herein. | 8. Let 


9792 
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. Yet is it not Mens Humours, but their Good, 
that muſt both regulate and animate our Endea- 
vours for Peace with all. And therefore here tis 
Peace and Holineſs. For we muſt not break our 
Peace with God, to keep or compaſs it with Men. 
But my Text hath its juſt Comment in and from 
that Exhortation, Let ws bear the Infirmities of the 
Weak, and not pleaſe our ſelves, but our Neighbour, 
for his good to Edi fication, Rom. 15. 1, 2. 
9. Such Sweetneſs and Serenity of Spirit, and In- 
offenſiveneſs of Life, as may be apt to reconcile the 
Hearts of all to Godlineſs and Chriſtians, is the 
rime thing intended here, Rom. 12. 21. For theſe 
ebrews were now gall'd with the Croſs, and being 
preſs'd with barbarous and injurious Uſages, they 
were in Danger of being chafed and fretted in their 
Minds, and by too quick and ſmart Reſentments of 
all thoſe Injuries and Affronts wherewith they met, 
to be extravagant in their paſſionate Fervors and Ex- 
preſſions, and hereupon they ſeem to have this Charge 
and Caution, to follow Peace with-all Men, and not 
to be turbulent thro' Impatience. For tho the Croſs 
lay heavier on them, they wanted no Supports nor 
Siccours for the Preſervation of that equal Harmony 
and Temper in their Spirits, which might and ovght 
to prompt em to carry fair towards all, and to 
oblige: both Friends and Enemies. Fall ont amongft 
themſelves they muſt not, for they were Brethren 
in the ſame Sufferings, Hopes and Patience of the 
Goſpel, _ Eph. 4. 1,6. Contemn the Weak they 
muſt not, nor irritate their Spirits, nor caſt a Stum- 
bling-Block in their Way by any needleſs Bitter- 
_ neſs or Contempt, for they were lame already, 
and this would turn thoſe quite aſide which were 
already lame, and to be healed by *em, rather than 
diſcouraged. Nor muſt they -needleſly provoke 
their Enemies, leſt they ſhould more imbitter them 
againſt the Goſpel or themſelves. For —_ their 
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| Enemiee find em Soure and Tart, and Acting in the 
„Spirit of Churliſh Nabal, ready to Curſe and Fret 
> 'em, and backward to any Offices of Love and Ser- 
J vice to em, becauſe. afflicted by em; the Mea- 
ſore of their Chriſtianity would be taken from the 
Spirit and Deportments of the Martyrs and Pro- 
| feſſors of it, and then the Scandal would be great 
| indeed, and their Enemies Mouths and Actions: 
| would be filled, and ſeconded with plauſible Argu- 
ments to- juſtifie and increaſe Severities againſt 'em z 
ſo that it much concern'd. theſe Suffering Hebrews 
to be Patient, Candid and Submiſſive, and to be- 
come all things to all Men, thereby to fave ſome, 
and to filence Shame, and mitigate the reſt. Holy 
Zeal and Pceviſh Spirits are different things. Sweet 
Spirits, ſoft Anſwers, and obliging Carriages, may 
ſoften and reduce the ſmarteſt Enemies, when Bit- 
terneſs, Envy, Stubbornneſs, and Contemptuous Neg- 
lects of any, will but widen Breaches, and fill the 
Church and World with Scandals. ii 
10. Following then the things that make for Peace, 
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is that which we ſhould principally do, Rom. 14. 19. | 
Regular Endeavours after Peace are made our Du- | 


ty; but the iſſuing of our Labours into proſperous 
Events belongs. to God. We can but Sow the Seed; 
God's Bleſſing makes the Harveſt. Hopeful, Sin- 
cere and Dutiful Attempts have been Improſperous, | 
when yet Peacemakers, as to Endeavours and De- 
ſigns, have got the Bleſſing and Reward. Even Chriſt 
himfelf was far from reconciling all to Godlineſt 
and Himſelf, when he endeavoured to reduce to 
both. For thoſe whom we attempt to fetch into the 
Bonds of Peace, and to preſerve em there, have | 
their ſhare to bare as well as we in this: great En- - = 
terprize and Defign; and we are not reſponſible j 
for their Neglects, but only for our ow. God 
tells us what we are to do; and if the Fruits of 
Righteouſneſs be Sown in Peace by us, they that 


obſtruct 
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obſtrutt the Enter prize, maſt bear and rey the 
Curſe; not we that follow Peace, by doing what is 
expedient to Effect it. Now the thirigs that make 
for Peace are not, 1. Neglecting God to humour o. 
thers, wherein they are dgaivſt himy For other- 
wiſe Holineſs had not been mentioned here as in ſacl 
cloſe Con junction with this Peuoe. Surely the Re- 
ſtriction ſtands as a Guard upon this great Atchieve. 
ment, to prevent Extrabaganeies and Excurfions, 
We know the Woe that is pronounced againſt our 
having the good Word of all, Lale 6. 26. That 
Peace is ſtrangely enter prized, and dear bought, 
that brings forth- War wirf God. Nor, 2. Soffer- 
ing Mens Souls to ſtarve, leſt we provoke their 
Faſſions. He that ſhall Counrenance others in their 
Sins, leſt he ſhould otherwiſe loſe their Favour, 
betrays their Souls to Death, whilſt he Deſigns and 
Labours to keep their Paſfions calm. Humble Sub- 
miſſions to Mens ſinful Paffions, Dominations, Pure 


poſes and Defigns, when tis our Duty to oppoſe em, 


and appear againſt em, is but our ſmoothing - of 
their way to Hell. This is but Cheriſhing what fhould 

be Cured, and Scratching what wilt fuürely end in 
dreadful Pains and Horror. Nor, 3. Is it our 
Modelling our Principles, Tempets and Deport- 
merits, according. to the Mould and Pleaſtite of a 
depraved Ag and Day, Rom. 1. 1, 2. Fer. 15, 
19 What made the World ſo Mad at Chriſt, but 
that he was not of it, but againſt it? 7oh, 7. 7. 


Would we be but as ſenſual, vile and vain as o- 


thers, and make as little réckoning of Eternal If 
ſues, and of our sous and God as others do; or 


would we but change like Weathercocks, renoumce 


ouf Chriſtian Courſes, Hopes and Obfigations, and 
ſell or Gonſciench an Souls: ts Sin es. others do 
and proſtrate zh thir du be Dat” atid Sacfe F uns 
che Latertſt of fenſuri amb my Rage anck Pride, 
we might eſeaps tlic S! % f * 
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Hans But this exceeds Allowance, and ſpoils our 
higheſt Intereſt. Hence, 1. Acquaint your felves 
wich God, and be at Peace with him, Fob 22. 27, 
Firſt ' pure, then 8 eable, Jam. 3. 17. How can 
we be for making abroad, whilſt we have none 
at home. Where can you peaceably center your 
on and- others Souls, but in the God of Peace? 
And can you con fidentiy Labour to Harmonize with 
others im the unknown God > What Safe and Comely 
Peace can you Effedt with- others, whilſt = 


from your Goch — our ſelves ? voy the Inſincerity o 
Profeſibrs hath been the Bane of Peace, Mens bo 
Fretences to the Uniting Terms and Principles 6 
the Goſpel, whilſt their Hearts have been unſound, 
have ſhamed their own Attempts, and une 
more Serious Deſi e and the more Impartial Eg, 
deavours of better Men. Falſe Hearts by all their 
vifible Over ures towards Peace with others, do but 
diſguiſe © thoſe ſiniſter Deſigns which will divide 
where they prevail. And af their Cries for Peace 
are but boch ſwelling Words of Vanity as iffue 
from Eſtranged and Imbondagd Souls: Where can 
vou hit theſe' Men aripht, unlels you ſerve their 
Intereſt? For crafty Souls will ſerve themfelves in 
Samue ls Mantle. A little Religion will ſerve their 
der pe i vrhere more is' needleſs. o ring about what | 
ü ey pur ſue 3 
Hh. e what yon oug TR ro be your + ies, chat you 
better know he what all others muſt be re- 
iciled, K 75 3. 1 3 and 4. 8, 9. Rom. 14. 
Age and Teach your 


552 as: abs, 25 e Men that are 5 


good cannot be reconciled to your Hypocriſie 
Formality. If you be falſe to God, and practical 
diſhonour him, others, when they diſcover it, 
turm away 7 you, 2 Tim. 3. 5. What Peace carl 
vou or proſecute whilſt Spiritual . 


doths e with you? If you be 3 
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Principles, all the Diſciples. of your perverſe./Dif. 
putes and Doftrines are not the Proſelytes of this 
injoined Peace, If you be. rugged and. irregular in 
your Tempets, they that conform ta you cannot 
fat luer ve from the more ſmooth and even Spirit 
of Chriſtianity. If you deſign your ſelves but in a 
Maſque, others are yours but thro' miſtake, becauſe 
they kaow not what you; aim at. For, did they 
know to wat you moſt directed what you did, they 
would rebuke you, or reject yan, for your diſguiſed 
ſielfiſnneſs. What ſober Chriſtian can correſpond 
with you in thoſe Deſigns uhich rival God's more 
Glorious Intereſt? If your Affections be adultera- 
ted or remiſs to the Name and Things of God, 
that muſt be ſpurious Peace which Centers here. 
No ſerious Chriſtian will be cold and rotten at the 
Heart to be at Peace with you. And if your Acti- 
ons ſwerve from Rules of Duty, they that would 
keep their Peace with God, muſt leave you where 
you have forſaken him. Strong Chriſtians muſt 
diſguſt you, or be deceived; and the weak will be 
in danger by you. And wicked Men will be offend- 
ed ſo as to be prejudiced againſt the Ways of God 
and you. And where then, or what is that Peace 


which you are like to follo vp? 
3 Let that ſuffice to keep Men with you, which 
is ſufficient to keep em in with God, Epb. 4. 3, 
—6, Rom. 14. 3. God ſurely knew what Bonds 
were fitteſt to hold his Family together in the moſt 
genuine and laſting Feace. Now Sh:bboterbs. have 
always been moſt fatal and pernicious things, and 
good for nothing but to ſerve as Engines, Tricks and 

tratagems, for ſelfiſh and dividing Interefts and 
Deſigns; and to this Day doth ; Chriſtianity; groan 

under toe Preſſures hereof. If any Man fear God. 

and learn” Righreouſnck, be is accepred . of him. 
And (hall we then Excommunicare whom God ac-. 
cepts? The gaping Wounds of Chriſtendom are 200 
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demonſtrative of this thing to be overlook d by us. 
Surely the Primitive Complexion and Native Hew of 
Chriſtianity needs no Additional Paint from us. He 
that adheres to that one Body, (that Catholick So- 
ciety of Chriftians Headed by Jeſus Chriſt) where- 
of all are conſtituted Members of their Chriſtianity, 
and ſo is animated by the fame Spirit of Holy Ener- 
oy, Light and Love, and that continues thus in the 
livelieft ExpeCtations of our Chriſtian Calling, (the 
Heavenly ' Glory) and owns the Lord Redeemer to 
be his Prophet, Prieft and King, in all the known 
Inſtances and Prerogatives of his Mediation, and 
heartily believes (as far as we can judge) the Creed, 
and faithfully adheres to the Covenant of Baptiſm, 
and cleaves to God in Filial Obedience, Submiſſi- 
ons and AﬀeCtions, as above all, through all, and in 
us all; why ſhould not he be amiable and 
acceptable in the Eyes of all? When once 
we come to meaſure Men by their Co-incidence with 
vs, and their Subſerviency to us in ſome Excentri- 
cal and Diſtant Points of Intereſt and Judgment, and 
not by their Love and Faithfulneſs to God; we are 
then prepared for Heats and Fractions, and our Zeal 
turns to Madneſs, and our Peace to little elſe but a 
Confederacy againſt the God of Heaven. Thoſe 
Principles and Terms of Concord in Eph. 4. 4,—6. 
vive the Juſt Latitude and Dimenſions of right Ca- 
tholiciſm, and when we ſwerve herefrom, we ſtill 
grow narrower and more perfid ious Enemies to true 
Peace. All thoſe dividing, factious Cries, I am of 
Paul, were but the Defilings of that Holy 
Temple, wherein ſuch diſcordant Noiſes of Ax and 
Hammer ought not to be heard. Whilſt Men keep 
True to God and Chriſt, we muſt not Break with 
em, but Love and Honour em, tho* they Contemn 
us, or Difſerve ſome of our lower Purpoſes and De- 
ſigns. Away with Childiſh Piques and Feuds, as 
much below the — of a Chriſtian a” 
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form your Spirits according to that Model, Rom. 14. f 
and quarrel not with thoſe that are Baptized in the 7 
main into the Spirit of Chriſtian Godlineſs, Sure / 
that which violates not Mens Peace with Chriſt, ſhould tt 
never tear his Members each from other. Read 
much Gal. 6. 15, 16. Col. 3. 11, 13. and break 41 
no Peace on any terms with thoſe that abide true toll # 
God and Chriſt, 5 

4. Keep up the livelieſt Fervors of ſingular Love ©! 
to God and Souls, Mat. 22. 37, —40. The Love off al 
God will make you peaceable for his ſake, and wil- 
ling to Sacrifice all your Intereſt, Time and Strength, 
to the promotion of this commanded Peace; and you 
will hereby be ſolicitous to act as in the Spirit c 
your Heavenly Father. Pat on as the Ele of God, 
Holy and Beloved, Bowels of Mercier, Kindneſs, 
Humbleneſs of Mind, Meekneſs, Long-ſuffering, For- 28 


bearing and Forgiving one another, and Charity tal 
which is the Bond of Perfeffneſs, Col. 3. 12,— 14. me 
For all theſe tend towards Peace. The Love of God nor 


will bring down Pride, and melt down Paſſions, fa · ¶ Cu 
cilitate Endeavours, contrive Expedients, and conftrain 
to all Attempts, ſweetning our Tempers, and con- 
forming all we undertake and do to Rule. And for 
the lobe of Man, you know its Properties and De- 
portments. It turns their Gifts and Graces as a Com- 
mon Stock to Publick Good, it /uffers long, ts kind, 
enuvicth not, vaunteth not it ſelf, is not puffed up, 
doth not behave it ſelf unſcemly, ſeeketh not her 
own, is not eaſily provoked, thinketh no Evil, re- 
jorceth not in Iniquliy, but in the 1rwb, beareth al! 
things, believeth, hopeth and endurcth ail things, 
neben faileth, 1 Cor. 13. 1,—5. And how can 
Peace eſcape the Chaces and Purſuits of ſuch a Spi 
rit and Deportment ? We are loth to quic what we 
Affect; and did we value God and Souls, and knew 
how much Peace would conduce unto God's Ho- 
nour, and the Good of Man, Oh! How . 
ou 
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ſhould we be Induſtrious to propagate and pro- 
the mote this Peace! 4% Men on Earth have ſomething. 
ure /2vely, and Love will make it pleaſant to us to pleaſe 
11; them for their good. A EVR 
| 5. Be therefore inoffenſive and obliging'in Words 
teak and Actions, Mar. 5. 16. Do all things without 
> toll Murmurings and Diſputings, that ye may be Blame- 
leſs and Harmleſs, the Sons of God without rebuke, 
Phil. 2. 14, 16. An honeſt Converſation will ſhame 
all falſe Accuſers, 1 Pet. 2. 12. And Pity, Patience, 
Love and Courteouſneſs, will ſoften Hearts, or ſilence 
Tongues. Be Exemplary, and that may reconcile 
your Enemies to your Ways. Be Gentle, and that 
may calm their Paſſions. Be Patient, and that may 
make them wonder ar your Strength and Spirits, and 
Aſſwage their Rage againſt you, ſpeak mildly to em, 
Fr. at hearrily for their Benefit, be not too rigid or 
ih, haſty in your Cenſures, proud nor ſelfiſh in Deport- 
ments and Deſigns, nor fupercilious in your Looks, 
Goll nor prodigal or bitter in Invections. Bleſs when they 
fi-. Curſe ; when they Revile forbear Retorts. Deny your 
train ſelves to ſerve and fave their Souls, and to advance their 
con- uſeful Reputation and Concerns. Let them behold 
1 ford no Evil in you, and receive no Injuries and Damage 
De- from you, nor be ſmitten with Reproach and Slan- 
m- ders by you; but be faithfully inſtructed, mildly 
ind cated, wiſely manag d, and generouſly advanc'd by 
up, you. : | ' „„ . 
2 6. Accommodate your ſelves as much as may be to 
re. ill the different Tempers, Circumſtances and Capa- 
h 4 cities. of thoſe you have to do withal, 1 C. 10. 31, 
133. Tho' Ibe free (ſays Paul) from all Men, yet 
can have I made my ſelf the Servant of all, that J 
Spill night gain the more; as a Jew to the Jews; as a 
t well Gentile to the Gentiles ; 70 them under Law, as under 
new Law; to them without Law, as without Law, 1 Cor. 
 Ho-Y9,—23. All Ways and Methods did the Apoſtle uſe 
fully do reconcile the Spirits of Men to God, and to each 
1 A a 2 other 
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other. To the Learned he ſpake learnedly, to Ma- 
giſtrates ſubmiſſively, to the Weak renderly, to the 
Capticus convincingly, to the Obſtinate cloſely and 
ſharply, to the Convinced and Startled tenderly, to 
the Inquifitive, pertinently and clearly. He would 
relieve the Poor, inſtruct the Rich, and mind all 
Circumſtances and. Advantages that might beſt an- 
ſwer his peaceable Deſigns, and Self-rehgnation and 
Devotedneſs to the good of Souls and; Perſons, and 
all provident Concernedneſs for their Welfare, ſhould 
be Conſpicnous in all he ſpake and did. Oh! What 
4 variety of Tempers, Intereſts, Circumſtances and 
Ca pacities have we to deal with. For we are Debtors 
to Wiſe and Unwiſe, to Sweet and Rugged Spirits, 
to our Supcriors, Equals and Inferiors; and every 
Action, Expreſtion and Attempt muſt have its juſt 


Accent and Decor am. We mutt deny our own Hu- 


mours, 'Tempers and Concerps, to engage the Hearts 
of others, and to preſerve the Bond of Peace amongſt 
our ſelves. Ea/te to be intreated, is amongſt the 
Characters and Properties of Peaceable and Heaven- 
ly Wiſdom. Stiftneſs and Raſhneſs make Breaches, 
but they make wp none. A ſupercilious Lock, a 
ſelt-conceited Soul, a Ratcly Carriage, a rough Con- 
verſation, and an Heart ſtript of generous Sympa- 
thies and Attempts, will prove ſuch Stumbling- blocks 
to Peace, as to obſtruct the Progreſs of it. 
7. Pity, Conceal, and prudently Reform the Worſt; 
and Praiſ;: and Publiſh all you ſee that is Good in 
others. Blaze not abroad the Weakneſſes and Miſ- 
carriages of others, unleſs Concealment do more hurt 
than good. For this imbitters Minds agajnſt the 
Truth and You. All Men are tender of their Re- 
putations; and if their Actions be pragmatically in- 
quir'd into, and too ſeverely cenſur'd by you, and 
told abroad, it ſmells too rank of Malice and Cen- 
joriouſneſs, and of a buſie Spirit, to be acceptable to 
God, or ſerviceable to the Peace and Good of 750 
Fo | bw Ell, 
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Well, in a Word. 1. An Humble, Self- deny ing 
Spirit. 2. Prepared to do great things, to bear great 
Injuries, mantain ſtrong Symparhies, and tender of 
the good of Societies, Souls and Perſons, will greatly 
make for Peace with all Men. OY 
8. Be not defective in your Truſt, nor any way 
unfaithful in your reſpective Places and Offices, nor 
diſorderly. in your Ranks and Actions, 1 Cor. 14. 40. 
We find that different Gifts and Offices are diſpen- 
ſed for the Publick Good, that fo by Truthifying 
[Aanbevorles] in Love we might grow uf to Chriſt 
in every thing, who is the Head, from whom the 
whole Body fitly joined together, and compatted by 
that which every Joint ſupplieth, according to the 
effeflual working in the meaſure of every Part, 


W maketb increaſe of the Body, unto the ediſying of 


it ſelf in Love, Eph. 4. 15, 16. For as we have 
many Members in one Body, and all the Members 
haue not the ſame Office ; ſo we being many are one 
Body in Chrijt. and every one Members one of anc- 
ther. Having then Gifts differing according to the 
Grace that is given 10 us, whether Prophecy, let it 
be according to the Analogy of Faith, or ——g:ving 
with Simplicity, ruling wih Diligence, and jnewing 
Mercy with Chearfulneſs, Rom. 12. 4,—8. Gieat 
Feuds and Quarrels are derived om negligence in 
particular Truſts and Places, and from pragmatical 
Intermeddlings with what is above us, and what 
concerns us not. Every Man hath his proper Rank 
and Station. And where our proper Work and Cal- 
ling is, therein muſt we abide with God. Men are 
impatient of being interrupted in their Motions and 
Tranſactions by thoſe whoſe Office it is not to O- 
verlook em and Controul em. Study to be quiet, 
and to do your own Buſineſs, 1 Th-/}. 4. 11. ee 
7 H, novxdtew,. to be ambitiouſiy labortous, » 
TgaoTey Td ide, to mind your own Concernments, 
and to work with their own Hands, as we com- 

A2 3 manded 
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manded you, that you may walk honeſtly, -[becom- 
ingly, u ver. 12, 13. Withdraw your ſelves 
from every Broiher that walks diſorderly, [4T&4xr«;) 
For we behaved not our ſelves diſorder- 
by amongſt you. = Thoſe then that walk dif- 
orderly among you, not working at all, but 
Bufic-bodies, we Command with quietneſs to 
Work, and to Eat their own Bread. This 1s well. 
doing And if any one diſobey this Charge, Reep 
not Company with him, that he 1 be aſhamed, 
(as one that breaks. the Bonds of Peace and Or- 
der) 2 Theſſ. 3. 6,—14. Oh how ſeverely were 
the younger Widows charged for learning 10 be 
Idle, wandring from Houſe to Houſe as Tatlers, 
Talkatives, and Buſic-bodtes, and thus giving oc- 
caſion to the Adverſary to ſpeak reproachfull, 
1 Tim. 5. 13, 14. Pragmaticalneſs and Evil-doing 
may expoſe the 3 to Diſquietudes and Suffer- 
ings, but then they r not as Chriſtians, 1 Pet. 5. 
15, 16. Oh! what Diſturbers (not Promoters). of 
Peace with all Men, are thoſe Profeſſors that have 
more Eyes and Work abroad than at home! Well 
may others quarrel with us, when. we contradict 
God's Precepts, and their Juſt Expectations from 
us. 3 
9. Do nothing thro Strife, or Vain glory, but in 
Lowlineſs of Mind let each eſteem others better than 
themſelves, Phil. 2. 3. Where Strife and Envy 
are, there is Confuſion and every Foil: Work, Jam. 
3. 16. The Heart that is Cool and Humble, is fit 
to infinuate, preſs and wait for 'Peace with all; 
and backward to reſent. every Slight or Injury, in 
that it doth not much expect peculiar Services and 
Reſpects. A yeilding Soul may Conquer Roughnels 
of Spirit in another, when as Contentiouſneſs will 
be baffled by the Storms it raiſes. What feeds 
. thoſe Animoſities which rend all Bonds of Peace in 
ſunder, but proud and pettiſh Self? The vis and 
ee IE 5 iolence 
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Violence of enraged Enemies will quickly ſpend or 
ſplit themſelves upon the calm and humble Soul, 
and greatly turn to the Diſgrace and Ruin of thoſe 
whoſe Rage acts in ſuch violent Paroxitms. And 
we have ſometimes ſeen Storms quickly laid, when 
they have wanted the proper Fuel of too ſenſible 
and ſmart Reſentments of *em. Pride and Peeviſh- 
neſs makes Men Quarrelſom, and apt too keenly t 
reſent and cenſure what a more equa! and ſerene 
Temper would make but little of. Peaccable Dand 
could not prevail with Proud and Churlih Nagal, 
for that which the Spirit of Ingenuity, Candor and 
Affability, would have freely granted. What hath 


more cheriſh'd Wars and Diſcords than Pride and 


Paſſions? We would be thought better, and wiſer, 
and more deſerving than we are, and look for more 
from others than there is reaſon for, and more inſiſt 
upon Comportments with our own Humours 
and Deſigns, than the Publick Good requires; ard 
this tears all in peices. And whatever we pretend, 
it is not the Harmony of Societies, hu: the Advance- 
ment of our Selves that we reſpect. When intricate 
Matters are diſputed by Hor and Self-conceited Spi- 
rits, nothing can here preſerve Peace that ſeems cr 
tends to diminiſh deſigned and expected Repurati- 
on. Did we but calmly inquire into things, and 
coolly hear each other, as preparatory to an imparti- 
al Judgment upon the things debated, and heartily 
ſubmit to Evidence, how quickly would clear Diſ- 
coveries and equal Sentiments reconcile vs ? And in- 
deed, whether it be an Article of Intereſt, Practice 
or Perſwaſion, that was debated ; were we but hear- 
tily refigned to Evidence, or to the Publick Good, we 
ſhould- then account it our Advantage to have Mi- 
ſtakes retrench'd, Order maintained, and the Publick 
Good promoted and ſecured. And did we but duly 
value others, and ſuſpect our ſelves, and judge our 
ſelves as fit to Learn as to Teach, and lock up- 
. | 9a a 4 on 
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on the Publick Harmony and Advantage as our great- 
eſt Intereſt and Concern, and humbly manage all 

ebates, Peace would even naturally come upon us 
to our great Satisfaction and Advantage. 

10. Be well accompliſh'd and reſolv'd to purſue 
Peace, and conſtantly aware of what may hinder it. 
Tis not a little Skill and Knowledge, nor mean 


Fervors and Reſolves, nor any ſlender Circumſpecti- 


on, that will ſucceed this Noble Enterprize and At- 
chievement, [4 4a7%] implies great Difficulty, and 
conſequently our utmoſt Diligence and Skill, Rom. 12. 
18, Great Knowledge ſhould we have of the Nature 
of Peace, and of the juſt Worth and neceſſary Terms 
thereof ; and of the Temper, Circumſtances and Con: 
cerns ot thoſe with whom we are particularly to 
follow it; and of thoſe Things and Perſons which 
are moft likely to obſtrutt or blaſt Endeavours after 
Peace. We muſt have good Acquaintance with our 
felves, and conſiderable Command over our ſelves, 
for the Suppreſſion of our Paſhons, and for our pru- 
dent and expedient Retreats from our own Wills and 
Intereſts, and for our Obſervations and Improve- 
ments of Advantages and Seaſons for our more vi- 
gorous Purſuits thereof. And we muſt underſtand 
our own particular Sphere and Station, ſeeing ſome 
ſorts of Endeavours are Duty to ſome Perſons, 
which would be Sinful in the reſt. And we have 
all our Stints and Bounds, and irregular Endeavours 
afrer Peace would be to croſs and break what we 
attempt : For Magiftrates have their Work, Mini- 
ſters theirs ;, Families have their Work, and Private 
Perſons theirs; the Strong have theirs, the Weak 
have theirs. And God is the God of Peace and Or- 
der; and in our regular Subordinations of Endea- 
yours much of our Peace conliſts, 
And when we have our Intellefua! Accompliſh- 
ments, if our ile ftand not right for Peace, the 
Wark will fall. -For we ſhall have our Trials, 


Aſſaultis 


ert: 
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Aſſaults and Oppoſitions, their different Intereſts and 
Sentiments will put us to it, and try us to what 2 
pitch of Self-denial, Condeſcenſion and Submiſſion 

we can reach to purchaſe Peace, and how far we 
can extend our Patience towards the Acquirement 
thereof: The Sons of Peace muſt ever be the Sons 
of Reſolution, and no wiſe be diſcouraged from 
cloſe Purſuits, tho* Peace may ſeem a Fugitive 
from them, and a bold Reſiſter of their Proſecutions, 
Concernedneſs and Wreſtling with God for Peace, 
and mighty Purpoſes and Reſolves to buy it ar any 


rates, and to preſerve it when obtaind ; theſe are 


our Heart Accompliſhments. And the great hindran- 
ces which we muſt avoid, are Cenſoriouſneſs, Self- 
iſhneſs in every Shape and Dreſs, Raſhneſs, Bitter- 
neſs, Scandalouſneſs, Pragmaticalneſs, Injuriouſneſs, 
Neglect and Ufeleſneſs, and Inconſiderateneſs as to 
fit Times, Means and Methods, Ignorance and Un- 
skilfulneſs will miftake both End and Means, and 
Raſhneſs will precipitate the Enterprize, - and Un- 
concernedneſs will - make but trivial Purſuits, and 
Scandals will obſtruct their Motions, and UI ſeleſneſs 
or Injuriouſneſs will ſtrengthen Enmity and Preju- 
. | 1 
Quer. 2. Why muſt we follow Peace with all 
Men: And what is there Cogent in my Text for 
this? 

I. All Men have a Right to have this Enterprize 
attempted on em, Rom. 12. 16. For God hath given 
it to em; and hence we are Commanded to Pray 
for the Peace of Jeruſalem. Pray for the Peace of 
Jeruſalem ; they ſhall proſper that love thee, Peace 
be within thy Walls, and Proſperity within thy Pa- 
laces : For ny Brethren and Companions ſake will I 
now ſay, Peace be within thee. Becauſe ox the Houſe 
of the Lord our God, I will: ſeek thy good, Pſal. 122. 
6,—9. And as to Babylon, faith God himſelf, Seek 
the Peace of, the City whither I have cauſed 


you 
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you to be carried away Captives, and pray to t be Lord 


Jor it; for in the Peace thereof ye Hall have Peace, 


* 29. 7. So great a Friend is God to peace. 


an (as ſuch) bears his Maker's Image on him, and 
he hath ſomething in him truly lovely. And even 
the Sons of Belial, by our innocent and peaceable De- 
portments towards em, may either have their Chur- 
liſhneſs and Enmity extinguiſhed or abated. 
2. Peace, when obtained with any, greatly ſub- 
ſerves the Intereſt and Courſe of CHriſtian Godlineſs, 
2 3. 18. And you hereby do Great and Noble 
rvice to your Lord, Rom. 14. 17, 18. For when 
they are at Peace with you, that otherwiſe hate your 
Chriſtian Courſe, you may ſpeak more freely to em, 
and carry on your Soul Concern without difturbance 
from em; and they will more confiderately and 
calmly mind your Spirit and Behaviour, and more 
impartially weigh your Actions and Deſigns. When 
Wrath and Prejudice are once inflamed and fixt, tur- 
bulent Paſſions will diſturb their Minds, and make 


ſuch ſtrange and ſcandalous Repreſentations of your 


Actions and Defigns, as ſhall increaſe their Diſtance 
from you, and irritate em to all miſchievous Deſigns 


upon you. Soft Speeches charm Mens Ears, and | 
ceable Diſpoſitions and Attempts demulce Mens 


inds; and when they clearly ſee our Proneneſs to 
be reconciled to em, we certainly render em either 
more Tractable or Excuſeleſs, and thereby ſhame the 
Cavils of Ill- minded Captious Men. For we de- 
monſtrate to all hereby the Spirit and Deſign of 
Chriſtianity, that it is Calculated for the Meridian 
of Peace on Earth. Men can't then but ſay, that 
Chriſtianity would make the World Serene and 
Happy, would they but drench their Tempers, 


Prattice and Deſigns, therein. They that exaſpe- 


rate Chriſt's Enemies needlefly, do but multiply and 
ftrengthen the Hinderances of his Kingdom, and of 
its Enlargements in the World. Turbulent (becauſe 
: 1 miſguided) 
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miſguided) Zeal makes Firebrands to abound; and 
we are told the Wrath of Man Works not the Righ- 
reouſneſs of God. How Rirangely are Mens Spirits 
| ſmoothed by Peace and Friendſhip ? And how calm 
and grateful are Controverſies with em when we 
have got their Hearts? And what Advantages gain 
we thereby, to inſinuate he things of God into 
3. He that negleRs purſuance of this Peace with 
Men, falls our with God, and breaks his Peace 
with him: The way of Peace they have not known, 
and ſo there is no Fear of God before their Eyes, 
| Rom. 3. 17, 18. God is the God of Peace, and he 
hath ſent his Son to ſettle Peace on Earth. He hath 
given his Spirit to diſpoſe us to it, and given us his 
Goſpel to direct us in it, and ſettled Heaven upon 
the faithful and diligent Promoters of it. And 
he hath by this Character and Carriage diftinguiſh'd 
his Children from the reſt of Men ; and he hath 
told us, that the Promotion of this Peace is the 
genuine Conception and Production of that Love to 
God and Man, whereon both the Law and Prophets 
hang; and that the great Incend iaries and Dividers of 
both the Church and World, are Sathan and his 
Emiſſaries. For they that cauſe Diviſions and Of 
fences, are to be avoided, as acting contrary to the 
Dottrine of the Goſpel, and as the Servants (not of 
Feſus * but) of their own Lufts, Rom. 16. 
17, 18. that the breaking and neglect of Peace, 
is a Miſcarriage highly aggravated, and contradiCto. 
ry to all the Articles of our Peace with God. No 

Ims, no Marryrdom, no Gifts, no Exerciſes, no 
Devotions, and no Miraculous Exploits, can Expiate 
or Compenſate the general Neglect of ſuch a Du. 
ty. Peace-breaking is a Damning Sin, a Scandal of 
the greateſt Magnitude, and ſwarms again with mon- 
ftrovs Aggravations and Productions. He that dif 
ſolves the Bonds of Peace doth Sathan's Work. 
8 : Hereby 
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. Hereby God's Temple is defiled and reproached, the 
World diſtracted, and Sathan | as and befriend- 
ed by thoſe Confuſions which ſubſerve his Inte- 
reſt. Who then can ſafely bring this monſtrous Guilt 
upon himſelf, or think to keep his Peace with God, 
that builds it on the Spoils of all that Harmony and 
Order, which is the Strength and Beauty of his 
Church! Scandals abound, and the Weak periſh ; 


the Temple rends in ſunder, and Enemies glory in 
its Spoils and Filth. Paſſions ferment, and Miſchiefs 


brood themſelves, and iſſue forth in numerous Troops, 
as the fatal Off- ſpring of this parturient Sin. And 


Rage makes violent Eruptions, tearing (like Light- - 


nings) all before it. Thus the Weak ſtumble, trip 
and fall; the Strong lament, the Wicked glory in 
theſe Deſolations, the Timerous withdraw, Chriſt 
ſuffers in his Cauſe and Members, and God's Inte- 
reſt and Laws lye as trodden down by both diſguis'd 
and inſulting Enemies. And is this the way to 
make or keep our Peace with God ? As ever then we 
value Peace with God, let us purſue it with all 
Men. For every Breach of Peace with Men, crack 
and ftretches all the Sinews of our Peace with God. 


We are bound by all that can be Dear and Safe, by 


all that is Sacred, and of Conſequence to Souls and 
Churches, to be Tenacious of this Charge and En- 
terprize, and to be Faithful to it. For if this fail 
thro? us, we die. ö 5 

4. It is here expreſly ſaid, that otherwiſe 20 Man 
Hall fee the Lord. And where is the Bleſſing of 
that State where God appears not? It is made and 
ſpoken of, as the greateſt Favour to behold God, and 
- 25 the greateſt Curſe and Puniſhment to be made an 

Exile from him. And yet this is the ſtated Pu- 
niſhment of thoſe that ſhall not fo/low Peace with 
all, For here the Relative takes in the following 
of Peace as well as Holineſs. And here, 1. Who 
this Lord is, (whether God the Father, or the Son, 

8 or 
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or both) need not perplex us. He that hath ſeen 
the Son, hath ſeen the Father; and he that to his 
everlaſting Happineſs and Satisfaction ſhall ſee the 
one, muſt ſee the other. But yet to me it ſeems 
moſt probable, that God the Sor may be intended, 
whois in the New Teſtament peculiarly call'd the Lord. 
And in him, as in the trueſt and moſt Illuftrious 
Glaſs and Mirror, ſhall God the Father be beheld. 
But, 2. What Szgbt this is to be is worth Inquiry. 
And therefore Sight either is the beholding of the 
Eſſence, or of the Effects and Inſtances of ſuch an 
Eſſence. The one is by immediate Intuition, the 
other by glorious Emblems and Repreſentations. 
And here the latter is either by Intellectual or Sen- 
ſible Perceptions ; and theſe either 77 Via, or in 
Termi no. | | 

1. It then here we underſtand the Object of this 
Sight to be the Father, it is very hard for us to 
underſtand how he, who is eſſentially Inviſible and 
Incomprehenſible, becauſe Immenſe and Infinite, can 
be immediately ſeen. Becauſe then, 1. Either we 
ſee the whole, and then we comprehend. For no- 
thing then of God can be unſeen, and then we ſhall 
ſee as much of God as he himſelf beholds, which 
is impoſſible. Or elſe, 2. We ſee but Part; and 
then how can the Infinite One be thus divided in- 
to Parts? And, 3. Would not the immediate Viſi- 
on of God darken all the Glory of all his Repre- 
ſentations in the Heavens? And ſhould we be con- 
tent to turn our Eyes from the one to the other ? 
Or could we comprehend both at once ? And yer, 
4. I dare not here Philoſophiſe ; for little do we 
know on Earth, either what or how to /ee in 
Heaven. And therefore all J dare ſay is this. 
I know not certainly how our God will appear 
to us in Heaven; but he that gets ſafe thither, 
ſhall fee his God ſufficiently to make him a Bleſ- 
ſed Favourite, and delightfully Proſtrate at the Feet 


of 
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of Majefty. But, 2. If we underſtand by Lord, the 
Lord Redeemer,, then even in Heaven. 1. His Hu- 
jane Nature will be viſible to all. 2. Ks Divinity 
' comfortably underſtood therein, and otherwi 
c 75 3 
I. No Man can otherwi/e ſee the Lord than in the 
Harmony and Beauty of his Laws and Government in 
this World. For this is a clear and glorious Glaſs, 
wherein the Lord may be beheld by all that ſee it. 
What are Laws, but glorious Emanations of Recto- 
ral Wiſdom, Holineſs and Majeſty 2 And hath not 
God afforded. us ſuch Rules and Bonds of Peace, as 
are adapted to the Attainment of their End, v22. 


” Glory to Gad in the; higheſt, on Earth Peace, Good- 


ll towards Men? Oh! were theſe Laws exemplined, 
theſe Rules obſerv'd, and theſe Harmoniſing Terms 
accepted, as they ought to be, and might be; what 
ſtrange Irradiations would there be of the Divine 
Glory, to dazzle Eyes, and to affect Obſervers Hearts 
with Love and Wonder! And ſhall we cloud that 
Glory, which by this Courſe would be transfus'd a- 


broad, as the great Mean and Mirror of ſeeing 


God. Can others ſee God in this Splendor, whilſt 


we keep it from em, or put em off with Notions, 


Truths or Rules, without their accurate Exempli- 
fications and Improvements ? God ſhall cut out the 
certain Way of Peace to all, and therein will he 
be ſeen below, both in the Church, and by it to the 
World. Magiſtrates have their Charge and Work 
to be as Nurſing-Fathers, to be Incouragements to 
Spirits pure and peaceable, and to be a Terror to the 
reſt, to underſtand the Nature, Terms and End of 
Peace, and not to make new Terms of Shibboleths 
to ſcandalize the tender Conſcience; they are to 
Guard, and not for to Thwart or Wreck the Laws 
of Concord, to make God's Glory, in the true Har- 
mony and Advantages of Societies and Souls in 


Peace and Holineſs, their great Deſign, 1 Tim, 2. 1, 2. 


And 


le. But 
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And by all meet Lenity and indulging Conde- 
ſcenfions to incourage and ſupport thoſe that are 
tenderly affected towards God, and to reſtrain tha 
Sons of Violence from their contriv'd Difturbances 
of the Church and World, and to conform themſelves 
to the Word and Will of God. How then are any 
Nimrods and Dividers, Mirrors or Umbrages of 
God? Oh! How ſolicitous was wg at the 
Council of Nice for the Churches Peace? Witneſs 
his. Edifts. Letters and Orations there. And when 
the Eaſtern and Weſtern Churches were in Diſſenti- 
on about the Council of Chalcedon, touching the 
Two Natures in Chriſt, Oh! how ſeverely then did 
Anaſtaſius charge the Biſhops to conſult the Churches 
Peace! Aud did they not thus reſemble God and 
Chriſt 2 And Subjects ſhould be Humble, Loyal, 
Prudent and Tender of the Peace and Safety, the 
Government and Honour of their Rulers. Mznifters 
ſhould put on Bowels, reprove and act to Edifica- 
tion, and avoid the Spirit of Domination and Mer- 
cileſs Divifions. And thoſe that wait upon their 
Miniftry ſheuld be Teachable and Humble. For 
how can God be underſtood by others, it miſrepre- 
ſented by his own 2 Did all but regularly act for 
Peace, God would be viſible in the Order and Beauty 
of his Family ? 2 

2. Nor can God otherwiſe be diſcern'd in his 
Bleſſing Preſence here, Gal. 5. 15. It is when the 
Wolf and Lamb, the Leopard and the Kid can 
be together, that zhe whole Earth ſhall be fill d with 
the Knowledge of the Lord, 1fa. 11. 5,—10. What 
can more ſhake the Ark, or make the Symbols of 
God's Preſence to be ſequeſtred from us, than our 
_ own Diſcords and Diſtractions? Even in our Exgliſh 
Iſrael would God be known and gloriouſly ſeen, 
were it not for our Diſſentions. Theſe are the ſad 
Preſages that portend our Fatal and Approaching 
Doom. When Brethren are falling out, what _ 
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hey look for but Severity. God very much re- 


ſents Contentions ; that Element which is ſo turbu- 
lent is no fit Refidence for the God of Peace. His 
Temple muſt be peaceable, and fixt in 7eruſa/em, 
where his Melchiſedec will place his Throne. And 
till our Spirits and Breath be ſweeter, we are unfit 
for Mercy. Every Man's Hand and Tongue againſt 
His Brother, and. yet expect that God ſhall Bleſs us! 


Oh Soleciſm in ExpeCGations ! Surely a diſorder'd 


Family is better broken up than kept. We little 
know what Favours are prevented by our inteſtine 
Feuds and Jarrs. Papiſts, and any Enemies, may 
Conquer and Defeat our Hopes and Strength, 
whilſt we have made our ſelves the Seat and In- 
ſtances of ſtrange Quarrels and Diſtractions. Long 
have the Sons of Peace expected what is now com- 
ing on us. What Heats have we maintained ? And 
what perverſe Diſputings have we had, as if the 
Spirit of Religion was to Evaporate in Scholaſtick 
Brawlings? Tis fad, that Chriſtians can ſo eaſily 
Hereticate each other; and ſadder yet, that Prote- 
ſtants are acted by ſuch a Spirit of Perverſneſs, as 
to Schiſmatiſe one another. Bur 'ris the ſaddeſt of 
all, that thoſe who have pretended to the higheſt 


pitch of Purity and Strictneſs, ſhould be fo prodigal 


of ſuch ſtrange Jealouites and Cenſures, each to- 
wards other, as we ſee they are, as if the Corintbian 
Contagions had infected us. I am of Paul 
and then rejaice that there is an Inceſtuous Perſon 
to warrant Obloquy againſt a particular Sect and 
Party. Where is now the Bleſſing which we can 
expect? When Words are ſtrangely wreſted, Acti- 
ons unwarrantably cenſur'd, Parties expos d to Ca- 
lumnies and Diſgrace, and Spies are ſent abroad to 
find out Weakneſſes and Miſcarriages, for Table-talk, 
and Private Cenſures and Reproachings? We have 
little cauſe to think that God will ſhew himſelf to 
_ others by Signal Favours given unto us. 


3. Nor 


3. Nor upon other Terms ſhall any Man behold 
him as his Felicity in the Heavenly Glory, Mar. 8. 
9. Rom. 2. 8. It is into Peace that Saints muſt en- 
ter, Ja. 57. 2. becauſe herewith their Tempers 
are Congenial, and hereto they are Connaturalis'd ; 
but as for thoſe whoſe Element and Pleaſure it is to 
keep the Church and World in Flames and Wars, 
and to act as Wolves and Devils each towards o- 
ther; as in their Spirits and Defigns there is no 
Conformity to the God of Peace, ſo ſhall they not 
be priviledged with that State of Peace. In Heaven 


there is nothing elſe but Harmony, Calmneſs, Holi- 


neſs and Joy. The glorious Viſions of the Great 
Jehova unite and knit together all the free Deniſons 
of the New- Jeruſalem. Tis reconciling Light they 
live in, *cis reconciling. Love they are influenced 


with; and that ſame Spirit which here prepared this 


Holy Temple for the 'Lard, will keep it uniform 
and right for ever. *Tis a fond thing to hope for 
Heaven, whilſt we neglett what God requires in 
order thereunto. God is the God of Peace, and 
Chriſt the Prince of Peace, with whom they are to 
live for ever. And as the Covenant of Peace was 
betwixt them both, ſo was the Spirit of Peace 
diſpenc'd and ſhed abroad to render us truly capa- 
ble of beholding God to our Eternal Satisfaction. 
But he that tears the Church and World as an In- 
cendiary ſent from Hell, muſt never think to ſee 
the Lord, when he hath ſerv'd the Firſt- born of 
Diſtractions and Revolts. And what a ſad reckon- 
ing have Dividers and Diſturbers of Holy Peace to 
make with God, whether in their Political or Eccle- 
fiaſtical Stations and Capacities > They that have 
laid the Churches Peace upon Terms and Things 
unfit to bear it; and under pretence of Peace have 
wreck'd the Conſciences of Mep,. and Schiſmatis'd 


thoſe Perſons that would not gratiſie the Spirit of 


Domination, Pride and Tyranny, tho" otherwile in- 
„ B b © offenſive; 
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offenſive; and thoſe that have ſcandaliz'd both the 
Weak and Wicked by their diſtemper'd Spirits and 
diſorder'd Lives, ſhall one Day be rejected as Ene- 
mies to God, and to the Church's Peace. And 
tho' they have palliated and diſguis'd Matters at 
the higheſt rate of plauſible Craft and Subtlety, yet 
they ſhall know that it ſeems not good to the Holy 
Ghoſt to impoſe more Matters than Things Neceſ- 
ſary. When the Neceſſity is Iatrinſical to things 
themſelves, the Impoſition is then Indiſpenſible, and 
the Neceſſity capable of no Change; but if the Ne- 
ceſſity be Accidental, the greateſt Accidents muſt 
reponderate againſt the leſs. But Governours and 
Sobſects are not Arbitrary, but Accountable; and he 
that anywiſe obſtructs the Peace which he ſhould 
follow, forfeits Heaven. 
1. Infer. Wo to Dividers and the Diſturbers of 
this Peace, Rom. 16. 17, 18. Mat. 18. 7. They 
make their own Deſtruction to be great and ſwift; 
and God's Revenge will preſs as hard on *em, as 
they have been dead Weights tor to fink the Inte- 
reſt, and to moleſt the Proſecution of this Peace. 
When they review their own Contrivances and Ac- 
com piacncs of the Deſtruction of that Harmony 
in the Church and World, which ſhould have been 
maintained by them, how will Reflections ſting their 
Confctences when Guilt ſhall be more pungent than 
delightful ? Incendiaries can with pleaſure devote 
themſelves to Miſchief, and, like the Salamander, 
live in Flames. Nothing ſo {portful ro them as to 


4-4 a the Part of Sathan, and to enrage the Paſſions 


each of other, and by Contentiouſneſs, Pride and 
Stubbornneſs, to throw the Intereſts and Spirits of 
Men into Confuſions. They think it nothing to 
cauſe Strife and Variance; nor doth it much affect em 
that God becomes their Enemy hereby, determining 
to fill their Spirits with the Dregs of their Contri- 
vances and Purſuits. But whatever Characters - 
5 | Wort 


Worth and Dignity they bear upon em, tis neither 
their Intereſt, Parts nor Honour, that ſhall protect 
or hide em from Divine Indignation. Tis God, 
not Man, they have to do with; and when they have 
finiſh'd their pernicious Courſes, their Night and 
Reckoning comes; and bitter will the Iſſues be of 
their diſtracting and deſtructive Exerciſes. And 
then Peace-breakers ſhall be made to know, that 
it is not the Royal Diadem, nor Purple Robe, not 
Reverent Habit, nor Martial Weapon, that can de- 
fend 'em againſt the Invaſions of Divine Revenges, 
nor reſcue 'em therefrom, For they ſhall under- 


ſtand whoſe Intereſt, Commands and Terms, muſt 


be obſerved, God's or. Theirs. They that can lay 
the World's or Church's Peace upon trivial or ſinful 
Terms, and rend the Harmony of each or both in 
lunder, to ſerve their Siniſter Purpoſes and D-figns; 
and they that are cauſleily turbulent and diſtracting, 
have ſuch Accounts to make to the great Arbiter 
and Judge of all, as will redound to their own Ruin 


and Reproach. Too late or flight Repentance ſhall 
not then relieve em, nor reſcue their inſnared Souls 


from their being intangled in their own Snares and 
Nets. To be immerſt ia the deepeſt Waters, with 
Milſtones hung about their Necks, will prove more 
eligible than the Judgments which God will cer- 


tainly inflict upon em. A Quarrelſom, Selfiſh, 


Domineering, Slandering and Provoking Spirit and 


Practice, will lead to dreadful Agonies, and end 


erem. - 
2. Infer. The Holy Supper of our Lord is the 
more valuable and deſirable, in that *cis contriv'd fo 


fitly to ſtrengthen and promote this Peace, 1 Cor. 


IO. 16, 17. By our ſitting at this Table, and eat- 
ing here, we teſtifie all Reciprocations of our Peace 
with God, and with each other, and our Prepa- 


redneſs to be at Peace with all at any warrantable 
rate. And is it not worth our while to feaſt with 


B b 2. God, 
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372 HEBR EVS WM. 16. 
God, to feed on Chriſt, and to maintain Communi- 
on each with other, even in that Spirit, and thoſe 
Principles, Hopes and Exhibitions, which will hold 
us faſt together? Nothing more tends to ſoften 
Hearts, to ſuppreſs the Flames of Wrath and En- 
vy, and to melt us all into one Spirit and Deſign, 
than this Sacred Feaſt and Fellowſhip with God and 
Chriſt, and with each other. Surely no turbulent 
and unquiet Spirit can taſte the ſweetneſs of this 
Ordinance, ſeeing every thing that is exhibited, re- 
ceiv'd, diſcern'd and done, tends to expoſing of 
Peace-breaking to all Diſhonour and Reproach, And 
therefore tis a wonder, that they whole Spirits are 


ſo Malignant and Contemptuous, as to divide from 


all that will not pay thoſe venerate Reſpects to 
their impoſing Wills, or Self- conceited Humours, 
which their Arbitrary Pride and Humours, Intereſts 
or Paſſions fhall demand, can come ſo boldly to this 
Table, where there is nothing given, faid or- done, 
to ſuit or countenance ſuch a Temper and Deport- 
ment. A Peeviſh, Proud and Selfiſh Spirit, a Facti- 
ous and Quarrelſom Profeſſor and Communicant, 
a Slanderer and Self-will'd Perſon, ſuch are great 
Spots in ſuch a Feaſt of Charity. Would theſe 
conſider well with whom and what they have to 
do, they ſurely would either abſtain, or change their 
"Temper and Behaviour e'er they came. Re 
But as for you whoſe Hearts and Lives are all for 
Peace, approach: Yeu are the fit Communicants, and 
welcome Gueſts, It is for yo this Feaſt is made. 
And if you will conſider all, you will find and 
meet with ſuch Refreſhments as will make this 


Courſe and Temper thrive and proſper. You will 


find no Sacramental Element, Rite or Doctrine, but 
what will make you peaceable, and greatly counte- 
nance your vigorous and unwearied Purſuits there- 

of. Only remember *tis Peace wth Holineſs, and 
not againſt it, that you're call'd and charg'd to fol- 
PET 105 5 low 


. Conſidered and Applied. 4 
e low. That Peace which prejudices Holineſs ought 
4 not to be purſu'd by you; for ſuch a Peace 
n would rival God, and be his Enemy, whilſt it ſtands 
-in Competition with that Holineſs, which is to be 
the Soul and End thereof. This premiſed, conſider 
d bere, and to the preſent purpoſe of this Day. 
t 1. It is the God. of Peace that gave this Sacrifice 
is and Feaſt, and that calls you to it, Rom. 15. 33. 
-- I eb. 13. 20. Oh! What is the Language and En- 
f tertainment of this Feaſt, but this 2 Be Perfect, be of 
d | good Comfort, be of one Mind, live in Peace, andthe 
re i God of Love and Peacayſhall be with you, 2 Cor. 
m 13. 11. It is he that ſanctiſies your Souls, (unto the 
o latereſt and Purſuits of Peace) 1 Tbeſſ. 5. 23, 24. 
s, And that will bruiſe Sathan (that great Incendiary 
is of the Church and World) under your Feet ſhortly, 
is Rom. 16. 20. Can you not read Immanue! written 
e, in clear and ample Characters upon this Feaſt ? And 
t- ¶ can you not in that Name diſcern his near Approaches 
i- © and great Kindneſſes to us, to conciliate Friendſhip 
it, with us, and to cement the broken World. Take 
at but theſe Elements as natural Food, and they inform 
ſe us, that our great Bene factor was ſuch a Friend to 
to Humane Nature, (tho? revolted from him) as to be 
ir provident for its Refreſhments and Supports. How 
{low is he to break Peace with us, and to improve 
or | thoſe great Advantages which we gave him to turn 
ad implacable. He is kind to both the thankful and 
le. ingrateful, and labours by his undeſerved and great 
d | Goodneſs to bring us to Repentance, that fo all 
is | Quarrels may be laid aſide, Rom. 2. 4, 5. All that 
il] | Croud of Mercies wherewith we ſtand inviron'd 
ut before him at his Table, (as Senſes, Lives, Health, 
te- Liberty, ＋ clearly tells what an Example and 
e- | Inducement God becomes to us; that we (like him) 
nd ſhould follow Peace with all Men. But if we mind 
11- | his Covenant Fayours,. (our Sacramental Entertain- 
ments) there is yet more to tell us how vigoroully 
ED 1 9 CCC 
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God purſues his Peace with all. He ſanQified both 


Gift and Altar, he gave the Sacrifice, he reſcu'd it 
from the Flames, and deadly Stabs whereby it died, 
and rais d our Redeemer to Life again: He gave 
the New Teſtament in his Blood, he gives us leave 
do Feaſt our Graces, Hopes and Souls hereon, and 
accommodates the Myſteries of his rich Grace, and 
lorious Goſpel, to the Perception of ſeveral Sences: 
He puts the Bleſſings in our Hands, and Arguments 
into our Mouths, and aſſembles us together by the 
Sound of Aaron's Bells; and makes Sinners wel- 
come whilſt we fit before him, and all to let us 
know how far he is from quarrelling with us, tho' 
he had prodigions Provocations to the contrary. 
And ſhall we Feaſt thus with the God cf Peace, and 
not endeavour to be like him in ail that Candor, 
Grace and Placability, wherein his Name is ſo glo- 
rious? 


2. It is the Prince, the Patern, and great Expedi- 


ent, and Meſſenger of Peace, whom we remember, 
and on whom we are call'd to feed, /½. 9. 6. Tis 
Chriſt our Peace on whom we feed, and whoſe 
Memorials we celebrate, Mic. 5. 5. But now in 
Chriſt Feſus you who were ſometime afar off, are 
now made nigh by the Blood of Feſis. For be is our 
Peace, who hath made both one, and hath broken 
down the middle Wall of Partition betwixt us, having 
aboliſht the Enmity in his Fleſh, Eph. 2. 13, 
—-15. And that he might reconcile us, he came and 
Preach'd Peace to thoſe that were afar off, and to 


thoſe that are near, that ſo, by one Spirit thro' him, 


we might have acceſs to the Father, as Fellow-Citi- 
zens, and of the ſame Houſe, even the Houſe of 
God, ibid. See alſo Col. 1. 19,22, Immanuel was 
his Name, a Name of Peace. Peace was his Enter- 
priſe and Deſign, Luk. 2. 14. The Dove (that Em- 
blem of Peace and Innocence) was his Baptiſmal 
Crown. The Go/pet of Peace was his S 
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The Place of Peace was his Station, for he was the 
Corner-ſtone. With a Deſigu of Peace he came 
into this World, In the Spirit and Courſe of 
Peace he dwelt amongſt us, and with a Legacy of 


Peace he left us. Peace and the Viſions of it de- 


ſervedly denominate his Church and Family to be 
Jeruſalem. What kind Offices of Love and 
Service did Chriſt unto the vileſt Enemies? What 
Injuries hath he endur'd and pardon'd? And what 
Obligingneſs hath he exemplified and expreſt to all? 
He thought the Intereſt of Peace worthy of the moſt 
induſtrious and coſtly Proſecutions ; witneſs thoſe 
Chaſtiſements and Agonies for Peace which we are 
cail'd to obſerve this Day. The Stripes, Wounds, 
Arraignments, Cries and Tortures which we have 
here expos'd to our Views in Sacramental Ulmbra- 
ges, plainly declare the need and worth of Peace, 
if any thing can be inferred from Chriſt's Senti- 
ments, from his Sufferings and Endeavours. He 
was fo far from widening Breaches, thro? Peeviſh- 
neſs, or any immoderate Cenſoriouſneſs and Reſent- 
ments ot Injuries done to his own Perſonal Concerns, 
as that when he was reviled, he reviled not again, 
but labour'd to Conquer Rage and Injuries by Pa- 
tience, Humility and Sobmiſſiveneſs, and by rendring 
Good for Evil; witaeſs his Prayers for Perſecu- 


tors, his Patience towards em, and his Kindneſſes and 


Mercies to them. And can his Memorials be obſerv'd 
with Satisfaction to him, or to our ſelves, unleſs 
his peaceable Courſe and Spirit be imitated and re- 
ſembled by us? Surely he that Feaſts on Chriſt, 
and with him, ſhould be aflimilated to him by ſuch 
Food. | 
3. It is the Covenant of Peace which you are cal- 
led to Seal this Day. The Sacred Bonds of Peace, 
in Unity of Spirit, you are to bind afreſh upon 
you. And if you act, and be not anſwerably there- 
unto, you ſhame your Chriſtian Calling, Eph. 4. 1,—6. 
'BbA | Thoſs 
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Thoſe Articles of Peace and Concord which here 


muſt be avouched and contented to, are to preſs 
hard upon you, and to make you the faithful Vota- 


ries of Peace. There is but one Body, and muſt 
that be torn in pieces by you ? What ! ſhall we car- 


ry it each towards other as if there were no Sym- 
metry and Harmony in the Body, and no Integrity 
and mutual Services of Love and Order to be main- 
tain'd by us? How can that Feaſt be nouriſhing to 
the whole, that cannot keep its Parts together in 
their due Uſefulneſs and Order? There is but one 
Spirit, and ſhall that breed and keep no Harmony 
and Similitude of Principles, Tempers and Defigns 
amongſt us? The Fruit of the Spirit is Love, Toy, 
Peace, Long-ſuffering, Gentleneſs, Faith, (or Faith- 
fulneſs) 'Meekneſs, — Gal. 5. 22, 23. And ſhall 
we be deſirous 0 Vain. glory, envying and provoking 
one another? What! is this Lroing in, or Walking 
by the Spirit? Ver. 25, 26#:As this the Spirit that 
was in Jeſus Chriſt, or that ſanctified this Offering 
and Exemplar, 1 Job. 2. 6. 1 Pet. 2. 21. There 
is but one Hope of your Chriſtian Calling, and 


what can you contend about? Chriſt is the Author 


and Support of Hope, and Heaven the Matter of 
it, and Holineſs with Peace the Way, and come 
you hither to receive the Pledge and Seal thereof 
with your Contentious Purpoſes. and Spirits? There 
is but one Lord whom you are called to Honour 
and Obey ; whoſe Government are you therefore 
under, when you decline his Rules, and Methods, 


and Purſuits of Peace. Do you not here avouch 


our Lord to be your Governor? And by ob- 
ructing this Commanded Peace will you turn E- 


nemies, and be true Subjects to the Devil? There 
is but one Faith, (that large and ſtrong Founda- 
tion for Holineſs and Peace) and will you contra- 
dict the very Articles of your Creed? For by neg- 
lecting Peace, or breaking it when tis your Duty 
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dipt into your Maſter's Courſe and Spirit, and of 
which the Holy Supper is the repeated Confirmation; 
And will you violate your Chriſtian Teſt and Vow 2 
And that when you ſo ſolemnly avouch it? There is 


one God and Father-——and will you violate all 


Bonds of Gratitude and Obedience to him? He 


that believes and vows ſuch things at ſuch a Table, 


muſt follow Peace, Matt. 5.9. 

4. It is the State of Peace in Heaven, and the Re- 
compence of followed Peace on Earth, of which you 
ſeal and feed the Hopes this Day, I/. 57. 2. A State 


verein all Feuds and Animoſities ſhall be laid aſide; 


all Order kept, and all Endearingneſs expreſs ; 
And ſhall Peace be thought a Bleſſing in the Hea» 
vens, and not thought worth our following here be- 
low? Heaven is the Recompence of our Obedience 
and Conformity to God in every Article thereof; 
and can you think the Sacramental Pledges and Af- 
ſarances of this Reward belong to you, whilſt the 
Purſuit to be rewarded is thus neglected by you? 
No. He that makes not Peace, is not defign'd for 
the Pleaſures of it. | + . 
5. It is here the Feaſt and Fellowſhip of Peace, to 
which you are invited and approaching, Aﬀs 2; 
46. All here tends to cheriſh and encourage Peace, 
and to diſcountenance Jarrs and Diſcords. And if 
any Man have ought againſt his Brother, forgive ye 
one another, as God for Chriſt's ſake hath (you ſee) 


forgroen you : putting on (as the Elef of God, Holy 


and Beloved) Bowels of Mercies, Kindneſs, Hum- 


bleneſs of Mind, Meekneſs, Long-ſuffering and For- 


bearances, Col. 3. 12, 13. What mountainous Pro- 
vocations hath God thro? Chriſt forgiven you? And 
cannot ſmaller Matters be forgiven by you? You 
are here to teftifie to God and Man, that Love and 
Peace are the great Dehts you owe, and daily ho 
reſolv 


Conſidered and Applied. . ö 
to purſue it, you ſtrike at all. There is but one ö 
Baptiſm, wherein you are (at leaſt by Obligation) 
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reſolv'd to pay to all: And if you will not be at 


Peace with others, this Ordinance tells you God 
will not be at Peace with you: And if the Harmo- 
ny of a quiet Spirit and Houſe be any Pleaſure to 
you, the Reliſh of this Feaſt of Fellowſhip and Peace 
ſhould keep your Reſolutions up, to hold the Bonds 


and Courſe of Peace intire and conſtant. We ſhould. 


keep Peace with Chri/t:ian Friends, becauſe they are 
Brethren, and Fellow- Heirs and Favourites : And 
with Strangers, that they may be ſuch ; ſeeing the 
ſame Grace which hath entertain d and chang'd us, 
may do as much for them : And ſeeing (as this Sup- 
per tells us) there is yet room for more, let vs not 
by Unpeaceableneſs be Stumbling-blocks to thoſe 
whom we may win by more obliging Converſation 
with *em, and Deportment towards 'em. Make it 
then evident to all, that the Proviſions of this Holy 
Table have a ſtrange Energy and Virtue to ſweeten 
Tempers, and to charm the Rougheſt Spirit into all 


Gentleneſsand Humility, and Readineſs to be at Peace 


with all, on any Terms not hurtful to their beſt Con- 
cerns and ours, And bring no Pride and Grudges 
hither, neither carry any hence; and act not any 
thing contrary unto what Profeſſion and Promiſes 
are made here of following Peace. | 

Quer. 3. What are we here to underſtand by fol- 
lowing Holineſs ? | i nl 

1. Holineſs, in the general, implies our Duty to- 
wards God, as we areof, and under, and for him, 
and choſen by him to be his peculiar Treaſure and 
Delight, 1 Per. 2. 9. Now therefore, if ye will obey 
my Voice indeed, and keep my Covenant, then ye ſhall 
be a peculiar Treaſure unto me above all People ; for 
all the Earth is mine: and ye (hall be to me a King- 


dom of Prieſts, and an holy Nation, Exod. 19. 5, 6. 
The former Clauſe of this Verſe inſinuates our Duty 


towards Men, as that relates to Quietneſs, Love and 
Concord; and ſo it checks our turbulent ue 
| | kened 
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offer us, and we reſent ; and it lays us under Obli- 
gations to be inoffenſive, obliging and ſedate, But 
yet we muſt remember God, in all juſt Venerations 
and Obſervances, and leave off following Peace with 
Men, when and wherein the Purſuit of Peace with 
them would make vs break with God. But here ob- 
ſerve, 1. I call Holineſs our Duty, as it is ſomething 


incumbent upon us, and calls for Diligence from us; 


for thus the Charge runs 


Be ye hay for 


is ſuch, 1 Pet. 1.15, 16. Now Holineſs, as God's 


Gift or Gracious Act upon us, is his Work either by 
Covenant, Acceptation and Conſecration, or by in- 
ward Operation thro' his Spirit. And we are not 
call'd to give the Covenant Grant or Spirit to our 
ſelves; for it is above our Sphere and Power an- 
tecedently to Divine Purpoſe, Grant and Ordinati- 
on. For who could wreſt ſuch Bleſſings from the 


abſolute Arbitre of all Grace and Goodneſs againſt 


his Will? God hath His Work, and we have ours. 
2. A Duty towards God as ſingularly, and more im- 
mediately reſpected, in the Matter, as the great End 
and Reſt of Souls. And thus tis phraſed, A yielding 
our Fog to God, and as alive to him, as Servants 
to obey him, and ſo our having our Fruit umo Holi- 


eſs, Rom. 6. 11, 13, 16, 22. making God our prin- 


cipal, ultimate Scope and Patern. 3. As we are of 
him, by our Creation and Regeneration; as we are 
under him, as to his Providence an Laws for Go- 
vernment and Difpoſal; and as we are ſet apart for 
him, by Covenant Sequeſtrations and Spiritual Work- 


manſhip, Accompliſnments and Diſpoſitions: And 


this, to be his peculiar Treaſure and Delight; that 
he may with great Complacency ſee his Image on 


us, ſcent his Unction in and from us, and ſerve his 


ns by vs, as Veſſels and 


lorious Purpoſes and = 
— of Honour an 
Cify'd and _ meet for glorious Purpoſes and 


Acqueſts; 
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kened Paſſions thro thoſe Injuries which Perſecutors 


great Enterprizes, ſan- ; 
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Acqueſts; and conſequently to bear ſuch Characters 
of God's Name upon us, and to diffuſe ſuch Odours, 
ſuch fragrant Scents of Grace and Worth thro' all 


about us, as ſhall declare and evidence to all both 


whoſe and what we are. | 5 

2. More particularly, the Word is LAY = 
Sanctimonia. Now we find [[Ay:4ouere] to be uſed 
for the Sacrari a, or the Repoſitories of Holy Things; 
and the Lxx uſe it for the Sanctuary, as Euſebius 


notes in Eccl. Hift, Lib. 7. Cap. 18. Now we find 
the Church of Chriſtians, and ſo the Members of it, 


called a Bride, 2 Cor. 11. 2. and 1. 6, 15. A Tem: 

le, 1 Cor. 3. 16, 17. and 2. 6, 15. Eph, 2. 20,—22. 
ow the Holineſs of a Bride lyes in her Chaſtity o 
Conjugal Affections and Deportments, Hof. 3. 3. 


and the Holineſs of a Temple in its peculiar Separa- 


tion to Divine Purpoſes and Services; or its Seque- 
ſtration from Common to Divine Ends and Utfes.. 
There the great Symbols of God's Preſence are pre- 


ſerved; for there he dwells, 2 Cor. 6. 16. There 


: _ -Bleſſings are diſpenſed by him, and. there our Preſents 


and Devotions are paid to him, Exod. 20. 24. and 
thence the Emanations of God's Glory are tranſ- 
mitted, 1 Pet. 2. 4,—9. Tis in the Temple that 
God dwells :. There is the Reſidence of His Majeſty, 


the Repoſitory of his Bleſſings, the Altar of Services 


and Incenſe, the Ark of the Covenant, and the Che- 


rubim of Glory; and ſo tis probably the Holineſs of 
a Temple that muſt be purſued ; and therein every 


Stone muſt keep up its Uſefulneſs, Place and Luſtre, 


in order to its being fill't to all the Fulneſs of God, 


Eph. 3. 17,19. . The God of Life muſt have his 
Living Temple; the Holy God his Holy Temple; 


the God of Peace his Quiet Temple, free from the 


Noiſe of Ax aud Hammer; the God of Purity his un- 


defiled Temple; and in one Word, the Glorious 
God his Glorious Temple; fit to receive his Glori- 


ous Preſence and Retinue, and to offer up right In- 


cenſe 
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cenſe and due Sacrifices, Rom. 1 2. 1. and to derive 
the Bleſſings of his Holy Habitation, 2 Cor. 7. 1. 


3. To follow Holineſs, is to uſe all Care and Dili- 


gence in Head, in Heart, and Hand, or Life, that 


Holineſs may be obtain'd and perfected, 2 Per. 3. 


I1,—14., and to continue diligent and prudent til 
this whole Enterpriſe be effected, Luke 1. 75. 
1 Theſſ. 3. 12, 13. 2 Pet. 1. 5, — 11. Cloſe Stud les, 


fervent Prayers, deep Thoughts, fixt Purpoſes, and 
all. diligent Endeavours to imitate, ſerve and follow. 
God, and to appear in all thoſe. Inſtances of Duty, 


which may. miniſter .. to 


Service and Attendances. upot. all God's Ordinances, 
preſſive of its Growth and Power. Trivial Work, 


and ſluggiſh Motions, can never overtake that Holi- 
neſs which always ſeems to flee from negligent 


and ſlothful Hearts and Hands. Thoſe that are yet 
unholy, are to endeavour to be ſanctify'd, and to 
get the firſt vital Stroke and Touch thereof; and 

thoſe that have well begun this Courſe and State, 


muſt ſtill be preſſing forward, never deſiſting, nor 
triflingly purſuing what is ſo difficult and needful 


to be perfectly poſſeſs'd; viz. a Holy Spirit, State 
and Courſe. | 2 | 
Quer. 4. Why muſt this Holineſs be follow'd? And 
why ſhall no Man ſee the Lord without it? Or wherein 
lyes the Sence and Force of this great Argument: 


I, It is not all Sight of God that is to be deny d | 


to the Unholy, Rev. I. 7. Our God ſhall come, and 
not keep Silence; a Fire ſhall devour before him, 
and that ſhall be very tempeſtuous round about him. 
He Hall call to the Heavens above, and to the Earth, 
that he may judge his People——and the Heavens 
ſhall declare bis Righteouſneſs, for God himfelf is 

Fudge, Pſal. 50. 4,—6. And tho' his Eſſence be in- 
viſible, yet the Inſtances and Emblems of His Ma- 


| jelly ſhall be terrible to all the NegleCters of this 


olineſs, A * ſhall every Sinner ſez; 


The 


olineſs, and may be ex- 
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The Heavens roul'd up, the Elements melting, the 
Graves rent open, Mountains remov'd, Nature in 
Agonies, and on the Wreck, and all the Hoſts of 
Heaven attending the Judge of all, to hear and ſee 
the Trials and Reſults of that deciding Day. Theſe 
things ſhall certainly be viſible, and God therein, 
and otherwiſe to all the World; and the Infernal 
Priſon ' ſhall produce and vomit up its Captives to 
be condemn'd, and then ſent down again. And in 
that dreadful State. ſhall Vengeance flame, and Ma- 
jeſty Face the Guilty to Eternity, to their Eternal 
Shame and Horror. But every Glance of Majeſty 
there ſhall be as the Meſſenger of Death, and as 
Arrows bearded with Plazues and Woes. And 
where will then be tound the Face or Conſcience 
that can retort or bear the full-ey'd Vengeance of 
vindictive Majeſty ! It would allay the Bitterneſs 
of that Death, not to behold that God whom Sin- 
ners here diſpleaſed and lighted. But God will 
po em no ſuch Mercy, but pierce their very Con- 
clences and Souls, and drink up all their Hopes 
and Joys, by the ſevereſt Looks and Strokes of Fury. 
And then Conſciences all in Flames, and Spirits on 
the Wreck, and Thoughts even overwhelmed with 
bold-faced Indignation, ſhall caſt the Damned into 
the deepeſt Conſternations and Diſtractions; then 
they ſhall eaſily diſcern whom they have made their 
Enemy by their NegleQs of Holineſs. Nor can I 
think it poſſible for Sinners to blaſpheme, or mur- 
mur, or accuſe that God of the leaſt inordinate or 
injur ious Severity executed on them. Look off from 
' God they cannot, and to behold him is the Sting and 
Agony of Death. But they ſhall ſee the Glory of 
his avenging Arm, in both themſelves, and one a- 
nother, and in all the Diſtreſſes of that forſaken 
State. The very Flames of Hell will afford Sin- 

ners Light enough to ſee how much that God tran- 
ſcends them, who then will be engag d thro their 
Fault againſt them. 2. They 


—_ -- _- 


2. They ſhal! not ſee him in the bleſſed Vifions 
of a Heavenly State; for none but Pure and Holy 
Souls can poſſibly thus behold God, Mar. 5. 8. 
Rev. 21. 7. and 2 Theſſ. 1. 9, 10. Pſal. 17. 15. It 
is not reaſonable to expect, nor poſlible with Plea- 
ſure to behold, thoſe Emanations of the Divine Glory, 
which ſhall be the ſtated Exerciſe and Entertain- 
ment of Heavenly Favourites, unleſs that Holineſs 
be follow'd here which upon all Acconnts that State 
requires, For, I. None but the Holy Soul is fit to 
ſee the Face of God, How can two Enemies face 


each other, whoſe very Temper and Defigns are 


contrary each to other; eſpecially where there is 


ſuch an Inequality betwixt them? God hates a Sin- 


ner, and his pure Eyes will not admit Tranſgreſ- 
ſors to thoſe near Approaches to him, wherein the 


Life and Pleaſure of a Favourite conſiſts, Eſal. 5. 4. 


And the Sinner hates God, and cannot reconciled- 
ly preſent himſelf before him. Sin always (while 
predominaat and delightful) produces and maintains 
immortal Feuds and Grudges againſt the Name and 
Ways of God. And the Spirit of Contradiction 
and Contrariety to God can take no Pleaſure in 
him. Tis Holineſs alone can reconcile our Spirits 
to God; for this aſſimilates our Spirits to God, 
and fixes ſuch Agreements and Communion, as 
render God's Appezrances in the Heavenly Glory 
moſt complacential, becauſe ſo ſuitable and conge- 
nial. And thence that Holineſs, which ſo coveted 


and purſved on Earth, mult needs derive the greateſt 


Pleaſure from, and ſet the greateſt Eſtimate upon 
' thoſe Viſions of the great Jehovah, which will at 


once compleat what hath unweariedly and delight- 


fully been purſued, and follow'd, and endeavourd. 
Thoſe Souls that thought not Holineſs their Plea- 
ſure, Health and Beauty here, but that always were 
declining what tended to promote it, and never 


valued God's Sanctuary, Treats and Viſions, _ 
LID 
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think it hard and tedious always to ſtand before the 


Holy God, to pleaſe him in the Miniſtrations and 
Reflections of that holy State, And he that ſcorns 
and hates that Holineſs which God calls his Glory, 


will not account it his Felicity to ſee what he diſ- 
guſts. 2. None but a Follower of Holineſs can be 
capable of ſceing God in Law, Rom. 2. 7,.— 10. and 


can we think that God will violate the Harmony of 
Government, and render Laws contemptible, by gi- 
ving forth the pleaſing Viſions of his Face to Good 


and Bad alike? What! ſhall the Threatnings of his 


Goſpel-Laws be but as Brute fulmina? And ſhall he 
make the Sanction and Inforcement of this Charge 
and Counſel in my Text but as ſome ſwelling 
Words of Vanity? See Deut. 29. 19, 20. Or, ſhall 
God ſend his Son for the Revival of this Holineſs, 
and give his Spirit forth to forward it, and exhi- 
bit ſuch a Covenant, and Seals thereto, to encourage 
it, and give his Santtuary Paſtures to make it live 


and thrive, and every way promote it, and take no 


better Notice of it? 


Infer. 1. None but Fools will blame our vigarous 


Purſuits of Holineſs, and no wiſe Man will much re- 
gard the Scorns and Cenſures of ſuch Fools, Prov. 
2 12. Eph. 5. 15, 16. Their Taunts and Scorns are 

ut the Ravings of Diſtrattedneſs. They blame and 


Jeer they know not what, and pleaſe themſelves with 


Dreams; but, when awake, their Images will be de- 
ſpis d by themſelves. And he that ſhall for bear this 
Chace, beeauſe of Obloquy and Reproach, ſets a low 
Rate on God's Image, Fellowſhip and Favour. For 


take it which way you will, there is nothing but 


Equity and Advantage in what is here injoin'd us. 
Men that delight in Incongruities and Abſurdities, 
and are grown prodigal of their eternal Gain and 
Honour, may talk at Random for a while, til Ven- 
geance bring em to their Wits again. But he that 
would be ſound, and ſafe, and juſt towards God, 


and 
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and to themſelves, and others, will bear the barking 
of Egyptian Brats, may they but reach at laſt into 


the Land of Promiſe. No wiſe Man will loſe the 


Beatific Viſion to pleaſe the Sons of Belial, or account 
it more Diſgrace to be call'd Fools by Men, than 
God. We know the beſt of Sin, and the worſt of 
Rage: But who can tell the beſt and worſt of Heaven 
and Hell on Earth! Or, who can give a full Ac- 
count of the Malignancy of Unholineſs, or of the 


Importance of our Eternal State! If to pay God his 


Due, by living to him, and delighting in him, and 
Practically anſwering the Ends, and performing all 
the Offices, Truſts and Functions of our Chriſtian 
Dedication ; and having our conftant Fruit unto Ho- 
lineſs, that the End may be Eternal Life: If to do 
ſuch things render us Vile, Wiſe Men will ſtill be 
more Vile, and not account it their Reproach and 
Loſs to do and be what the great God, and all his 
Favourites, will call and own to be true Wiſdom. He 
that can love bad Things and Men ſo well, as to 
Prefer. their Commendations and Reſpects before that 
Honour and Reward which comes from God, {hall 
have their Company without their Commendations 
in Everlaſting Flames. God and Sathan are the 
great Competitors for our Souls and Perſons. God 
Courts the Soul, and Sathan the Heſh : Unholineſs 
is Sathan's Image, Holineſs God's; God preſſes hard 
upon our Spirits, to quicken Holineſs by the Pro- 
ſpect, Promiſes and Prelibations of inviſible and high 
Rewards, and he Diſcourages and Deters us from the 
Neglect of Holineſs, by threatning Penalties in the 
Infernal State. Bur Sathan thews us what may 


atifie the Fleſh, and centers all the Lines and 


Strength of his Temprations in our Fleſhly Luſts 
and Tempers: If we be diligent in following Holi- 
neſs, God counts us Wiſe, and will Reward us with 
the Sight of his moſt amiable and glorious Face; and 
only Sathan and his Agents ſhall Deride and Trouble 


| 
| 
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us. If we be Negligent herein, the World will 


Value, and God Diſpiſe us, and where then is the 
reateſt Wiſdom ? 4 . „ 
ner. 2. It is not to be wondred at, that the Un- 

holy Soul is loth to Die, and that Induftrioufly they 

decline all Thoughts thereof. Unholineſs is a Death- 
bed Sting; a Worm that gnaws the awaken'd Con- 
ſcience, under the fatal Gripes of Death. When 


Men have lighted Holineſs all their Days, and are 


convinced at the laſt that they have Induſtriouſly un- 
done themſelves, under the ſudden Seiſures and Ar- 
reſts of that inexorable King of Terrors, how vainly 
do they cry for Help and Reſpite, when they are ſen- 
{ibly paſſing hence to that dark Abyſs of Diſtreſs, 
where God, and all that's Good, will bid farewel to 
em for Ever? Their Conſciences (poor Wretches) 
will then ſeverely Talk with 'em, and bring them 
Bills to Read, to their unſpeakable Grief and Shame, 
when they ſhall never ſee the Face of God in Peace 
again. All ſinful Joys and Gains are gone; the Sting 
remains; the Midnight Cry is heard; they muſt a- 
way without their burning Lamps, and well reple- 
niſh'd Veſſels, to be reprov'd and puniſh'd for all their 
groſs Neglects of this Commanded Holineſs. And 
then one Sight of God in Peace, one amicable 
Word and Glance of God, wou'd be eſteem'd better 
than Life it ſelf. But no ſuch thing can be obtain d, 
and they will know it to their Coſt ; and this before- 
hand they are too willingly ignorant and unmindful 
of. Their A// is here, and loth they are to antedate 
their Miſeries by any deep and timely Thoughts there- 
of: Their Conſciences plainly tell em, that they 
pleaſe not God, and how ſhould God pleaſe them. 
And Nature ſtartles at the Thought of being ruin'd 
and vndone, And all the merciful Reliefs of Grace 
they know have been neglected and deſpis'd ; and 
Hell they dread, and Death the Paſſage thereunto. 
Ara thus it becomes yneafig to em to be wy of 
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their Departure hence: And when they feel they 
muſt be gone, their frighted Conſciences will greatly 
ſtrengthen the ReluQtances of Nature to ſubmit to its 
own Diſſolution, and to the Man's Deſtruction. 
They are ſelf-condemn'd, and hear thoſe Ecchoes, 
(or expect to hear them) which Revenge will make 
to their deſpairing clamorous Conſciences. And 


 hereupon in their Frights Phyſicians muſt firſt be 
ſought unto; and the great Queſtion is, Do you think 
it poſſible for us to Live? And whilſt there is any 


hope of Life, they ſpare the Divine, and think not 


much on God, that Enemy to Carnal Hopes and 


Courſes. But if Death preſs too hard upon em with 
doleful Pangs and Gripes, then ſend for Miniſters, and 
make good Prayers: For better God than nothing; 
and Holineſs in ſome forced and faint Deſires may be 


admitted in ſuch an Exigence as this: Though, could 


it be that ſinful Courſes and Delights could be main- 
tain'd, and Death prorogu'd for ſome longer Time, 
it is not God nor Holineſs that they ſhould much Re- 
gard and Love. | \ | 

Infer. 3. He that negleQs to follow Holinefs, ſets 


| a lo Rate on ſeeing God, Marth. 22. 5. They ſay to 


God, Depart from us; we deſire not the Knowledge of 
thy Ways. What is the Almighty, that we ſhould 
Serve him? And what Profit ſhould we have if we 
Pray to him s Job 21. 14, 15. Had we ſuch 


Thoughts of God as he Deſerveth, and did we 


think his Favour better than Life, we ſhould need 
no other Motives than the Text affords, to quicken 
Diligence and Sollicitudes for proficient Holineſs. 


Touch not the unclean thing, and I will Receive, and 
Walk, and Dwell amongſt you, ſaith the Lord. And, 


having therefore theſe Promiſes, let us cleanſe—— 
perfetling Holineſs in the fear of God, 2 Cor. 6. 18. 
and 7.1. So Glorious and Prevailing is this Favour. 
to confiderate Souls, how Infignificant and Flat 
ſoever it appears to others. Oh! How content are 
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Senſual and Sottiſh Souls to loſe the Glorious Bea- 
tific Viſions of the Eternal God ! There is but one 
way thereto; the King's High-way, called the Way 
of Holineſs, Iſa. 35. 8. And yet rather than Sin- 
ners will be found therein, they will loſe the Face of 
God. If God had bidden us do ſome great Thing, 
would we not have done it? And when we are urged to 
ſo great a Favour as the promis d Sight of God, to 
follow Holineſs, what greater Evidence and Inftance 
of Contempt than to neglett this Charge and 
Chace ? There is little Cauſe to look for what we 
inſinuated by this Argument and Motive, ſecing we 
think the Recompence Inferior to the Colt and Diffi- 
culry of this Duty. How can we think Men value 
God, or that they are concerned and follicitous to get 
to Heaven, ſeeing that when there is but one Way 
thither, they will yet refuſe to Walk therein. It 
would make one's Heart to Tremble, and to con- 
clude, that Sinners are degenerated into the very Spi- 
rir of Beſottedneſs, to hear them fay, they hope for 
Heaven as ſoon and as much as the greateſt Preciſians 
in the World, when *tis roo evident how little they 
Eſteem and Practice the Things and Courſe that lead 
thereto. They will Swear, it may be, in the very 
height of their Extravagancies, that God in Heaven 
is their great Hope and Joy, and ſet no other Accents 
upon profeſſed Hopes and Claims, than full-mouth'd 
Oaths and damnable Execrations: And in their lucid 
Intervals they will acknowledge Holineſs to be the 
Way to Glory, whilſt Luſt and Vanity ſwallow up 
all their Thoughts and Time, drench their very Spi- 
rits in Unholinefs: And yet they will Deride the 
provident Strictneſs, Reſolves and Diligence of Holy 
Souls, as thinking in their very Hearts Preſumptu- 
ouſly, either that Heaven is no way Worthy of this 
Holy Courſe, or at leaſt Attainable without it. | 

Infer. 4. It is hard to get this Holineſs, and yet 
ſad to be without it, 2 Pere 1. 5,— 11. Phil; 2. 15 
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It muſt be follow'd with as much Eagerneſs and 


Smartneſs ro Obtain it, as Perſecutors uſually Purſue 
the Practical Embracers and Aſſertors of it, though 


to quite difterent Ends and Purpoſes. Ir is not a tran- 


ſient Thought, nor languid Wiſh, nor laſie Stretch, 


nor ſleepy Prayer, nor intermittent Proſecution, that 
will make a Holy Soul. Nor can we think to com- 
aſs it without great Diligence and Coſt, and bold 
ncounters and Attempts. The deep Intrigues, and 


too powerful Reluctances of our own Hearts thereto, 
their readineſs to ſatisfie themſelves with Artificial 
Umbrage thereof, and their propenſions to Self: flat- 


tery and Charity, are no ſmall Hindrances to this 
Grand Enterpriſe and Acqueſt. The Subtilty and 


Rage of Sathan, ever Expreſſive of his Enmity to 


Holineſs, with all his Methods, Engines, and Ad- 
vantages againſt it; the great Affinity of all the 
Cheats and Pageantry of this World unto our fleſhly 


Minds and Sences, and the too great Eaſineſs of their 


Admiſſions and Approaches to our too ductil Hearts, 
will render ſtill this great Deſign more difficult and 


perplexing to us. And add to all, thoſe many Inſtan- 


ces of Duty, Prudence, Reiolution, which manifold 
Temptations and Occurrences will call us to: And all 


- thoſe Tricks of Craft, which Sathan and the World 
will ſtrive to put upon us, to charm our Conſciences, 


to palliate Neglects, or trivial Endeavours, and to di- 
vert our Souls, our Thoughts and Motions, to enrage 
Corruptions in us, to darken what is before us, and 
to multiply Baits upon us, this, and a great deal 
more, will evince how hard it is to follow Holineſs, 


ſeeing. every thing muſt be oppoſed, and broken 


through, that is upon the Stage, to rival and oppoſe 


this Holineſs. And if it be not follow'd;cloſe and 


proſperouſly, we muſt not ſee the Lord. To ſee God 
is the greateſt Bleſſing, and not to fee him the bitter- 
eſt. and ſevereſt Curſe. God is himſelf the Worlck 
of Peace and Bleflings: His Face is Heaven, 7721 
„ makes 


. Conſidered and Applied. „ 


— 200 HE BRE WS Xii. 14. 1 


makes it; and by his Smiles ate all the Glories and 
Delights of Heaven maintain d. And what makes 
Hell ſo dark and diſmal, but the Denial of God's 
Face thereto. We ſee the Power of God's Face (tho? 
in the meaneſt Glimmerings of this Glory) in his 
Sanctuary. The Looks of God, which Faith and 
Hope afford us in God's Ordinances, make them de- 
lightful to us: And where is our Temple Light and 
Pleaſure, when there our God is not diſcernable 2 
And what can darken or prevent the Glory of God's 
Face, but the Neglect of Holineſs 2 Dead, Ordinan- 
ces, Hearts and Prayers, we meet with here, when 
not ſpirited by Holineſs; but when we die, God to- 

tally hides his Face, and will be ſeen no more. No 
Holinefs, then no God, and ſo no Good ! | 
Infer. 5. He is well employ'd indeed that is al- 
ways following Holineſs, ſeeing ſo great a Bleſſing is 
intail'd upon it, Rom. 2. 10. 1 Cor. 15. 58. Gal. 6.9, 
Hereby we are always moving and advancing towards 
God, fulfilling after him, and petting our ſelves in 
Readineſs for both the Midnight Cry, and the Meri- 
dian Glory of God's Erernal Preſence and Appearance. 
Holineſs is truly call'd a Participation of the Di- 
vine Nature: A vigorous Emanation of Divine Per- 
fection, making its Impreſs upon the Spirits of Men: 
And the Reſtitution of degenerate Beings, and their 
Reduction to their firſt Original, by forming them 
to the Similitude of himſelf. So that he who labours 
to be holy, takes the right Courſe to find and 
ſee God in himſelf. He that purſues this Holineſs, 
does not only retire from this World, but gets above 
it, to take and keep up himſelf in God, and ſo pre- 
ſerves a more delightful Converſe with himſelf, but 
ſtays not there, but rather gives the greateſt Scope 


and Liberty to his aſpiring Mind to riſe above him- 


felf to God. For whilſt he is diligent and provident 

in this Purſuit, Holineſs ſo inſinuates it ſelf into all 
his Faculties and Actions, as that he is * f his 
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ſies his God, that ſhines moſt in the 


* : 


Aſcents towards God. How generous does he grow, and 
how enlarged, the more his Spirit and Actions are reſolvdinto _ 


the Will of God! Practice increaſes Habits, and keeps the 


Mirror clear; and thus whilſt he receives thoſe 
Beams of Holineſs that fall upon him, he can the clearlier 
diſcern his God in the Impreſſions of God's Image on him - 
felf: He thereby invigorates a living Principle in himſelf, lay- 
Ing it always under thoſe powerful Influxes, which will ſtrange- 


y ripen it for this great Priviledge of beholding God. God is 


not to be ſeen by any dead and ſtupid Images, but by lively 


Tranſcripts of his own Holineſs. There are (ſaith one) à ſore 
of Mechanical Chriſtians in the World, that not finding Religion act. 


ing like a Form within em, ſatisfie themſelves only to make an Aft of 
it, and rat her inform and atuate it, than are inform'd by it. But 


' _ © Holineſs is an inward Nature, and its genuine Actions are 
the Productions of emprincipled and reſtored Minds, and not 


the Eſcapes of Art. Ir is always giving God his own, and 
ſerving him with his own, and reading him in his own, and 
reffing towards him as the End, and in the Strength of what 
E gives and works, and gratefully brings and offers up his 
All to God, that ſo God may be All in All, and more than All 
to him: And he ſhall ſee that God at laſt, the Inſcriptions of 
whoſe Name upon his Soul, and upon all the Workmanſhip of 
God, he hath here diſcern'd and read with ſuch Delightſulneſs. 
God is himſelf ſtil'd Glorious in aa 4k and he moſt glori- 
eauties of imparted Holi» 
neſs. Then are we God's Tabernacles, when the Divine Sch. 
china abides upon and in us, and when the Glory of the Lord 
fills us with a Train of Graces, and Fruits of Righteouſneſs 
unto Holineſs, ſo as to make the End Eternal Life. When the 
true Spirit of Holineſs informs our Minds, enflames our Hearts, 
and runs thro? all our Actions, and fills us with thoſe Fruits of 


Righteouſneſs, which are by Chriſt unto God's Praiſe and Glcp 


ry; then we aſcend the Mount, and God's Deſigns ſucceed 
upon us, Phil. 1. 11. Joh. 15. 8. And he that follows Holineſs, 
by anſwering all the Vows and Ends of his Devotedneſs to God, 
in every Article of holy Uſefulneſs and Obedience, takes the 


right Courſe to be a happy Man for ever. Oh! therefore let 
us follow Holineſs, that we may ſee. the Lord. For, 1. This 
we are bound to do, as' we are married to him. We muſt be 


true to him, and not be falſe unto the Covenant of our God. 
His Will muſt rule us, his Service take up all our Time and 


Strength, and his Favour muſt be our ſuperlative and abſolute 


Satisfaction and Delight. Our Sacramental Vows oblige. us 


- hereunto. 2. And this we are delign'd to, as we are God's 


Holy Temple. Pure Incenſe, warm Devotions, right Sacrifi- 
ces, 7 violable Harmony and Order, and all that can 3 | 


living Temple, does God expect from ys. What Services ſhould | 
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we perform! What Prayers, and Praiſes, and daily Reſignati - 
ons of our ſelves to God ſhould riſe continually up from us to 
God as Clouds of Incenſe! No Filth, no Diſcords, no lame 
| or ſpotted Offerings, no ſtrange Gods, nor Fire, no Images of 
Jealouſie, no Thing amiſs ſhould God behold amongft us. He 
is in his holy Temple, and beholds what's done therein. There 
js his Ark and Mercy-ſeat, and therefore his Grace and Laws 
ſhould never be — nor reproached by us. There he 
converſzs with, and bleſſeth us. Let us not break Communi- 
on with him, nor diſturb him in, or force him from his Reſt- 
ing - Place, leſt he withdraw, and leave his Curſe. behind him. 
3. Thus doing, we ſhall ſee the Lord; in both the Beauties 
of his Temple, in the Reflections of his Image, in the Influ- 
encès of his Spirit, in the Exhibitions of his Love, in the 
Acceptance of the Services and Perſons of us his Favourites, 
and in the moſt glorious Viſions of his Face in Heaven, 
- when inexpreſſible LIFE, LIGHT and LOVE ſhall 
break moſt liberally out upon us, both to perfe& and reward 
our Holineſs. Oh! bleſſed Day! when the Diſcoveries of 
God's Glory, the Fervors of his Love, and the moſt vigorous 
Influxes of his Life ſhall pleaſe and aQtuate us! | 
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AS Abridgm:nt of Mr. Baxter's TOE of his Life and 
Times. With an Account of many others of thoſe Wor- 
thy Miniſters who were EjeQed, after the Reſtauration of King 
Charles the Second. Their Apology for Themſelves and their 
Adherents; containing the Grounds of their Nonconformity, 


and Practice, as to Stated and Occaſional Communion with the 


Church of England. And a Continuation of their Hiſtory, till 
the Year 1691. By Eamund Calamy. | 72 8 


＋ HE Living Temple: Or, A deſigned Improvement of that 
Nation that a Good Man is the Temple of God. In Two 
Parts. Concerning God's Exiſtence, and his Converſableneſs 
with Man. Againſt Atheiſm, or the Epicurean Deiſm. By 
John Howe, M. A. Miniſter of the Goſpel, and ſometime Fellow 
of M. C. Ox14. | | | 


